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CANADA 

Province of Manitoba 

To Wits: 

I TE MATTER OF a Comsission issued pursuant 
to “An Act respecting Commissioners to 

ore make enquiries Concerning Public Matters," — 

| to investigate and report as to the Cattle 
and Meat Trade and as to the existence of 
any Combination infringing on the Criminal 
Code. | 


Sittings held at the Court House in the City of 
Winnipeg in the Province of Manitoba, on Tuesday and Wedne sday 
the Thirtieth and Thirty-fir st days ef July 1907 : 

Before Alegander I. Campbell, Chairman of the said 
Commission, and Alexander Middleton. 


Alexander Hageart, K.C., counsel for the said Comnie- 
- sion. 


ea {2 at 


F J: Ooch secretary of the said Commission 
Justin J. Golden, deputy -winister of Agriculture 
for the: said Province of Manitoba. 


Henry Ferguson sworn as. stenographer. 


The investigation opened in Winnipeg on Tuesday the | 
30th day of July at 10 o'clock in the forenoon when Mr. Graig . | 
_ vead the Comission aforesaid ; after which, 







JANES RIDDELL having been duly sworn detossit as tol- 
lows : TO MR. HAGGART ; 


a ‘Tou are a farmer, ) Mr. ‘Riddell, residing at Rosebank, Mani tobe 
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% He 2 think 80. 


2 | 
Q Do you raise and sell cattle, hogs and sheep ? | 
A Cattle and hogs only now. | 
Q About how many cattle on average a year do you raise for 
sale ° 
A FPifteen or sixteen head. f | 
Q “To wham do you generally sell these cattle ? 
A Generally to local dealers 
Q What do you mean by local dealers ? 
A I mean those who buy in the country for re-selling to the 
_ butchers in Winnipeg. j 
0 Not agents of the butchers in Winnipeg ? | 
A No, they mostly buy for themselves and re-sell when they | 
land in Winnipeg 


Q Take the last two. years, what do you say as to the price 










you have been getting for these cattle ? 
A This last year I was more than satisfied with the price I 
got. The party who bought my last lot must have lost money on 
the deal, so I have no complaint to make in regard to that. I 
got 5 cents a pound on the foot. That was for a mixed lot of 
old cows and some steers 
Q Not what they call prime beef cattle ? A Net all, 
Mir Campbell : You meen this year not last year ? | 
A. This year, the end of May. 
Mir, Haggart : And you aro satisfied that that is all they 
are worth ? A Yes 
QO Ws that the r-esult of competition ? 
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-Q You sell either te the local butchers or to men who buy for 


A Yes 
Q Have you heard many on po in Qarman and neighborhood 


eo ee 


i 8 Q Taye ae parinandstan, of the existence of aything like 


3 


Q Fer stall fed cattle you would get a better price than for 


grass cattle ? 


A Yes, cortainly. 

Q Go back to the year before that, what do you say as te the 
price you got then ? 

A I was satisfied as to price. I ent the regular price that 
was gping and perhaps a little more. 

Q Were they stall fed cattle ? 

A I never had really stall fed cattle, not tied up. They 

were fed, however, just the same as stall fed cattle. 

ged there is practically little competition in the purchase of 
cattle from farmers, what de you say as to that ? 

A In our district there is always a good deal of competition 
for good stuff. We have the local butchers at Miawi, Carman, 
Roeland and so on, and cattle byyers in Miami, Carman, Roland 
and Rosebank for shipping toe town outside of the lecal butchers 
sO you can see we are pretty well off in that respect. 

Q Are there any agents for Gallagher, Halman & La France, 
Gerden, Ironside & Fares or The western Pack ing company waved: 
Ling thrdugh your country buying cattle ? 

A Wot that I knaéw of. I have not sold to them for a number of 


years 


parties whe are selling in Wimipeg ? 


as to their being a combine 
A A have only heard it elt of. 
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Q You understand the scope of this cemmission. It is char- 
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4 | | 
A No, I think the greatest trouble wo have is in the crude 
means they have of weighing the cattle. They are apt to make 
mistakes In the weighing 
Q What kind of scales do they use 2 
A Platform scales not properly fenced in, and it takes a great 
deal of trouble to weigh properly. These scales are private 


and are at all shipping points. 


Q You have heard complaints as to that ? A Yes | 
Q That is the principal greivance that you have teard ? 

_A Yas, tmt I know of. 
Q As to cattle you get 5 cents a potund ? A Yes | 
Q 


About how much of that animal when dressed would result in 
merchantable beef ? 
A I have no means of knowing 
Q As to the hog trade what is your experience ? 
A Something the same as cattle. Wo sell on foot, ip weight, 
so much a pound-~ve follow the market reports in the papers 
and we know when we are getting the regular prices, but whe- 
ther it is too much or too little we do not Imow. 
Q Fave you any Imewledge of any fact or circumstance that 
would assist the commissioners in their investigations ? 
A No, I don't think so. 
Chairman : This gentleman does not appear to have any ereivence 
_ outside of the wei.ghing. Leaving this year out altogether ; 
éuring last year and the preceding year who set the price for 
those cattle ? 
ie, Al I always asked a price and I generally got it. 
‘ ok a Uo set the price A Yes. 


a \ 
(kitts . 


ou have no greivance to mention to the commission ? 
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Q - this sold ve the early spring ? | ti 
A I may sell early in May. I generally sell in the spring, 


ROBERT LORNE RICHARDSON having been duly sworn, 

deposed as follows : -- i -S45 

bi Me HAGGART ; rt 
Q. You are a journalist ? 4 Yes 
i , & You have been in that profession for more than a quar ter 
of a century 2 
A Fer more than that , 
QQ You are the proprietor of and prac tically control. the uodhay 
po of The Wimipeg Tribune ? A Yes 
Q And you make the same answer as to The Farmers’ Tribune fi 
A. Yes . 
Q The Farmers’ Tribune is a journal which gives special ba i "1 
attention to matters of interest to farmers 2 Bun M82. 34 a 
(Over a year ago your paper took up this beniee of the boot or : 
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6 
the difference in the prices as between the amount the farmer 
received for his cattle and the amount the consumer was 
charged. I then gave instructions to carry on a campaign and 
to obtain figures as much as possible from the farmrs, and 
I called upon the farmers from week to week to inform us as 
toe the price they obtained for the cattle sold ; ad week 
after week we commented on this information , amd the se 
articles are found over my signature in The Farmers’ Tribune. 

I looked over the le tters reccived. I should think 
there are perhaps forty or fifty, or perhaps a hundred of them 
from farmers in different parts of Manitoba and Saskatcheswm 
and even as far off as Alberta ; and their testimony is that 
the average price paid them by dealers, propriters of abadtoirs 

2 such 4s Pat Burns and Gordon, Ironside & Pares was two md a | 
half ents, between 2 and 3 cents. I do not know that I found | 
any cases where it exceeded 3 cents. 

Putting that fact beside the retail price that the 
butchers charge to the consumer in Wimipeg--an average of i 
cents and 15 cents for joints, steaks,18 cents; briskets, 


other joints and the cearser parts of the animal from 5 te 10 


cents -~ when we compared these prices with the price which 
the farmer inv ariably testified to receiving it created in our 
mind the impression that there must be some understanding 
% between, the men whe purchased ; and that led us te agitate for 
f fo ua. Aeration He orer that the facts might be brought out. a 
ci | 
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Q You appreciated the fact that it would be a popular topic 
with the people as well as in their interests ? 
A That is not a fair way of putting it. 
Q A jownalist is like a lawyer he wants his paper or his 
business to be popular ? 
A The average man likes te be a success, but I would not 
like to range myself in that category. I de not want to ad- 
vertise The Tribune in that regard. We have never considered 
where we would come out at. That is a fair answer to your 

question. 


°Q In this first article of ‘the 31st of January 1906 entitled 


“Talks to Farmers" I think you said w somewhere in that ar 


ticle that you had a talk with several legislators ? 


A. Glen Campbell was meant . He first called attention to the 
facts, and I have no doubt that ow reporters discussed the 
subject with member s of the Manitoba legislature. 

Couns el nee the second paragraph in article of the 
Sist Januar y 1906. to the commissioners. 
Q. You mention Me Glen Campbell as one af the men with whom 
you had a conversation in this comection, do you remember any 


others ? 


A Ido not recollect any other name. That information was b 
brought to me by reporters. 
Q Asa jounalist you have to detail your work to assistants 


an i md the uatter furnished in some of these letters was fur- 
a mide = eee and some of the a Chane were written by them T 
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' Q You did not ascertain that a meat trust did exist ? | 

. ae T dia not say that a mattrust did exist. However, I am 

‘ | Ks inclined te believe ye b that there has been an understanding. 

I made inquiries this morning in the mrket and 1 am still in- . 
clined to the view that if there is net a combine that there 
is sam understanding between the dealers. 

i Counsel reads agin from the Tribune. 

> ‘ Q You refer to Mr. Glon Campbell there ? 

A 1 donot recollect the mambor that made that statexont tat 
they got less than $5 per cwt. 
*Q "You appeal through this letter to farmers to give you all - , 


’ 


the information they can ? 


A Exactly. 
| Q The question you asked thém was what price per pound or | 
, Re owt. they received ? © | A Yes 


te Q And in response you say that you recsived a large number es 
| letters | aa 

A Between fifty anda hundred letters. i 
AT think it would 1905. | en a 


Mr. Campbell.: In what year 
Pease: ihr. Hagpart : Did you print and publish all the letters you 
| me got in a. subset mele of this paper and do they appear a 
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7 ae Counsel reads further from The Tribum. 
ots this end" do you mean the retail butchers, consumers 2 
end abattoir men ? | A Yes 4 
Q Give us the result of your inquiries ? ey are 


ae RTs pretty well all set out in a subsequent iswe of the 
a a‘) . 

paper. There was a mecting of the butchers themselves held in 
the city hail. This re of butchers was on February the 
20th. 


i eee oe 


. mers by the butchers and the butchers claimed that they only 
a received a fair and reasonable profit. They said that the feult 
was not theirs, and we found a dispesition te throw the bleme 
on the middlemen. | | , | 
_The butchers do not as arule buy direct from the farmer. 
ay buy from the large cealers and they profess net to be in 
. i -& position to protect themselves. , 
, . a x feared this fact, however end think it is ae 
There are going through the Dee a, number of Jows whe buy | i 


_ We found out what prices were being charged to ‘the gensue ‘i 
; 
j 











direct from the farmer and they. sometimes get reasonably ane . 4 
cary. and sometimes inferior. The butchers buy from the Jows: - 
26 from one to two cnts a potind less. This one prominent fact. _ 

wont to indicate that there was an understanding between the a 
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; 16, 
Q We will see what the abattoir men haye to say for themselves 
We must be fair to them also ? 


| A, Absolutely . 


Q Does it not appear to you that the beef furnished by a well | 
conducted abattoir might be worth more to the consumer than 
beef killed at some little dirty out of the way slaughter hous@ 
A You are wrong in your hypothesis.. ‘The Jews whe bring the 


cattle te Wimipes lave them killed in the abattoirs. They 


pay so much for that privilege. They butcher the carcases 
and invite the butcher to inspect them. I had that point out 
with the butcher. He did not pay a lesser price and get am 
inferior article for it. He said that all things being 
equal he secured as good an article from the Jew from one te 
2 cents per pound less than le paid the abattoir. 

Q Give me that butcher's rene ? 

A Wr. Reid, ~~ 

Q What business does he run now ? 

A He is one of the partners in the firm which succecded the 
Kobold firm. He is partner with Scarfe. 

Q. The next article appears in the following week of ne The 


Farmers’ Tribune, dated whbruary the 7th 1907 (Counsel reads) 


You imsan there that you @ta ng amare ¥ ae nunber of 


ei communica tions ? 


A ce, responses and letters 
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A Bxactly. Mr.J.7,Gerdon in speaking in the House made the 
statenent that they received an average price of 4 something 
per owt. ,and it was evident from the letters that they were 
receiving very much less. 
Q 1 read the following paragraph in this arti cle (Counsel 
reads ) Did you ever ascertain or compute the percontage of 
the enimal that results in mrehantable beef ? 
a did get some general figures on it but - camot give 
them to you now, 
Q In my enquiries I Inve ce told by a butcher that there is 
about 53 to 56 per cent ef beef in a carcase ? 
A I think it is all set out in one of these letters 
Q You do not know it of your om lnowledge ? 
; A No. | 
Q rt would hardly be fair to put it in that bald way that 
the farmer gets 2 1/2 cents a pound and that sume butcher 
gets 13 cents @ pound for it ? 
A Itis emphasizing it in the strongest possi ble way. We 


|. ee 


assune that the farmer is intelligent. 1 There must be Some way. 
; The farmer might resent ow going into details. He might 
think it was a reflection on his intelligmce, I think it might 


have been stated in detail, however. Novor theless they are 


een hag! 


able 40 take care of themselves. There is one point, in our 
legislature di . Gordon made the staterent thet the retail 
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Q We will take the article on the First page of the issue of 

February the Mth. ,Colums 1 and 2. New the correspondence 

that is also published in that issue is your atin 

for giving tht uttermee ? 

A Yes | 

Q And on page 4 of that issue is this correspondence ? | 

A Yes | 

Q In the fist peoraeandh, you £0. Tow up the position you take 

in that article on the first page siened by yourself, You 

interviewed the dealers and asked the people te read’ the inter- 
| views and the farmers’ letters ? } 

| A Certainly | 3 

. Q Ane you state that you called upon Mr Scarfe successer to 

E the. Kebolds ? . 

. A Yes, but I did not get these interviews at all. 
Q You say in that first colum as to hew the carease is dis- 
posed of and’ the price of the different portions ? A. Yes. 

Q You have here a tabulated statenent prepared by some one 
A rt is contributed by ens of the members of Scarfe's firm. 
Cne of the members consented to do it. 

Counsel produces it. 

A <tn this symposium we give both sides. We went te the but- 

chers and let then give what statement they chose. My opinion 

| is that that is\avory moderate result. I think they should 
recoive somthing more than that. I think they would receive 

bs tied of 16 cents a pound for loins, likely 18 conts a 
und... ssc is nota Tribune statement, this is a butcher's. 
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13. 
A, Well, take th e brisket. I have bow got ig scores of times. 
I pay 7 to 10 cents for it. This charge here of 5 cents is 
entirely too moderate and wa8 I ent what nene too good, They 
say the 130 pounds of loin has more bows in it. I think that 
charge ee per pound in the statement is an under estimate as te 
the return they get for that loin. 
Q If he sells the caraage all at these prices the butcher 
gets $59.15 ? 
A I do not remember he does from my personal experience. 
Q For the purposes of computation we will take that $59.78 ? 
| A Yes ‘i 
| Q And the butcher's price is 71/2 cents a pound ? 
re A I think that that must appear to yourself and the com- 
mission as absurd. How can they pay for cutting it up, rent, 
heat, etc, ,how cun they live at the rate they allow below 
the haialated statement ? Accerding to that caXculation the 
butcher could not live ab 7 1/2 emts a pound. According te 
this calculation the butcher sells a carcase for $59.18) which 
divided by 600 lbs. ,would leave the price at 7 1/2 aenheld ihe 
The butcher could not pay rent, heat, horses ari men and sell 
his teat on credit and sell it at the price he pays for it. I 
think itis absurd on the face of it. 
Counsel reads from The Tribune. 
 Q You go on to spoak of importation from the United States 
‘This is a fair repart of the buichers" contention ?- 
ae Yes, that is verbatim. I do not think that there is my 
attempt to garble ithe st atenent at all, 
1 roads further. ge | 
a bm bring the. price up sane 13 cents. 
3 that ms is so on: 
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A, That is trifling, 
Me, Haggart: Between the butcherj;and the newspaper man and 
the butcher justifies himself. (Counsel reads further from 
the Tribune) New we come to the statement of J.T.Gerdon, of 
Messrs. Gordon, Ironside & Bares. (Counsel reads the statement 
from newspaper) And new we come to Mr, Glen Campbell's 
statement in the house. (Cowmsel reads lr. GlenVampbell's 
statement in the Legislature as published in the Tribune, 
This statement is reproduced om the next two pages ef this 


evidence, pages 15 and 16,) 








15 
EXCERPT FROM THE TRIBUNE OF JANUARY THR Agth. ,1906/. 


OOST CF BETP, 
The hon. member forsGilbert Plains next discussed 
the question of the cast of beef in the prevince. He said he 
regratied te see the hon. the member for Souta Winnipeg was 
not in his place, as he could correct any errors that might 
creep inte his statements. 
LOW PRICE GIVEN, | 
| During the past six months farmers had to accept 
21/2 ¢ to 3c per pound for live weight cattle. Export 
‘cattle prought a little higher figure, which was about 3126 
per pound, the farmers in each cass paying the freight. 
‘The average weight of live weight cattle sold was 
1,000 pounds, and the price realized about 2.75 cents a pound, 
which left the profit to the farmers ese ons cent a pound for 
live weight. To this was not added the cost of running his fam 
farm, etc. He said he referred entirely to the cattle raised 
| and marketed in the province, not those raised en ranches. 
| Continuing the hon. member said when fattened the ex 
wes sold te the wholesaler, As a basis of calculation hs mm 
- would take the weight of the ex dressed to be fit ty~two pounds, 
per 100 pounds of live weight. This dressed meat was sold te 
retail butchers at an average of 5 1/2 cents a pound, which 
would realize the sum of $28.60. ; 
») ->- «The hide would average fifty-seven pounds, and the 
price of this would average about 8 1/2 cents a pound, an 
Seen teers = me £80: The wholesaler pe ak -40 
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> - The balence went against the killing of the animal, the 

horns being worth at the rate ef $150. a ten, the tead , 
| and. fect bones worth $40 a ton ; to this must be added the % 

other parts of the animal which are manufactured inte o 
different dings. The effal in England was considered Pb. 
sufficient worth te pay. for the handling of the animal 
alone. 


s average retail price tes been from 10c to ie : af 
7? 18 ¢ a pound. Take 12 1/2 ¢ a pound, the price paid er 





by hotelmen, vhich brings the stecr up to $65. The poor 
ca farmer only gets $10.,and the other party gets $40. Syten 


He would lis to bring this state of affairs 
minister, so. that 
a mere equitable basis might.be arranged. 





te the notice of the hon. the first 
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Mr. Gerden says that farmers receive for carcasses 
6 1/2 cents per pound instead of 51/2 cents. My opinion wes 
that it was nearer 5 1/2 cents a pound than 6 1/2 cents. 
The carcasses brought in by farmers are referred to in a most | 
derogatery mamer. When I saw that statement it occurred to 
me that that statement. must be used for the purpose of making 
out a case. There is ne reason why these carcasses should be 
inferior te the abattoir killed animal. I speak with some 
experience. I have lived on a farm and I have seen them killed 
and shipped. Speaking as te the farmer I resent that reftec- 
tion, | 
Q As a journalist you see that the men who have ali the 
appliances of an abattoir can present a better article than 
the farmer ? 
A, It is slicker done. But the farmer kills his animal and 
brings it to the butcher and the butcher has the means of 
taking care of the carcass, and it struck mw that they try te 
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minimize the value ef the farmer's carcass of beef. His beef 

carcass would be as valuable. 

Q You would colour his side naturally ? 

The chairman : I have seen both sides of this and I really 

cannot see that there is anything in the arguments that the 

thing killed on the farm is not worth that killed in the 

| slaughter house, I de not see that it is my worse than 
that killed in city slaughterhouses. 

A, If the butcher buys a carcass of dressed meat at 5 1/2 cents 

a pound and sells a large pertion for 15, 18 and’ ay cents now, 


ess: Mr. Clon Campbell ‘said he had the bakamam bills in his desk, 










P | yet x run dom to as low as 2 ua cents a pound for shenks, 
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Q. There was practically a charge in your paper that there was 


_an illegal combine ? 


K A think we charged a lacal conpine 

A I do not think we charged an illegal combine. We said it imk 
look like a nigger in the fence somewhere and that it leoked 
as if the farmer got a great deal the worst of it. I think if 
the commissioners reads these letters they would understand me. 
Mr. Haggart : Reporter, please note the correspondence com- 


moneing on page 4 of the issue of the Farmers’ Tribune of 


_ February the 14th 1906 and continuing in the following issue. 


A. There are a great deal of things that will be of use to 
the commissioners. My fyles will be at your service. 
Q. Turning te the issue of February the 28th 1906 of The Farmezt 
ar ibune--you are familiar with those letters--you might read 
that cortion which you desire ? 
4 I notice a letter here from T.W.Knowles. I think he is a 
vice-president of the Grain Growers association. He is a promi- 
nent farmer of Emerson, Man, I will read it from this issue of 
February the 14th. 

Witness reads printed letter of T.W.Knowles 

. The price went from 1 3/4 cents a pound to 2 3/4 cents. I xa 
said before 2 1/4 ; 2.1/2 for stall fed--prime. 
Q I sent Ilr Knowles a notification to come here ? 
A I will quote a latter that Gordon & Ironside sent out. 
And here is a statement I would like to call to your atiten- 


tion. It is in the issue of pebruary the 14th. ,and is dated 


from Elkhorn, Mans , February the 9th, ,1906. It is at the 


a foot of colum 3. 


‘4 


Witness reads the following letter from "FAM ORE lo 





















3 a 


aoe wrait tat cong vara tit ental s Ullaoteonn: age osed? . iam 
__ Peebegoe Lapeltt ma a : 
bt seisdim Esai 2 begyouin on anit & ® ay 
ing tt bisa of .ogtdany Inpollt ne bagwrig.ow dnide don ob 1) Ae 
deiond ti test bus ovetvems sonst add mi veppha w éatd dood ie 
St. Wehie 1 8h So touew act iach teem s doy tosat a LF 6) Sen 
bet Seve sreew Sine yout erodded ga etd RaRoY evtenotue Les.a9 odd Saal ta i 
BOD POET ANNIE 90 atk odor oaroly toting 2 o-seaeH Ti, F | i a 
“tq smdis® ‘arent ad? to omat eit te sey 20 santa 2 ae 
oiax grtvetiet aSt sf gatuckivon bus O06! ible? wareiall a 
o} sei “tu od {fle gad apnitd to Lech deera s exe osedT, a ee 
Lsatyred ny ts od ffiw wolyt wu aienntes taro a | | ) 
hocat at to CCL. 8S ad yiardey To ouoat aid at aatseasl Po : ys 
heer takes ynganweettad eaadt citiy mk lint em wre, ord | 

: ee outad wey, Moise nodd toi: 9 eft 
at sith wie i astwond.¥. art erert toftel « eaivon f ae a 
aiiaiag Ss ai a hitabooses arene nis oft te dmbice solve me 4 j 
tA ob abit soe ts bso Lite 1 sae anes 0 aR = fy j 


Se ee 


ee ee 


> ae 





Issue of Wedneaday, February 14th 1907, page 4,5th and &h 
columns, 
A SEVERE ARRATGNME ENT. 
ditor tribune; 
Dear Sir-- In looking over the Tribune the other evening 
I was not a little interested in the report of the discussion 
in the house Jan,24th of the meat question 
I notice that Mr. Gordon contended that if farmers 
would feed their cattle and not starve” They might turn them 
out at the age of two years weighing 1200 pounds, live weight 
and do so at a profit to themselves® . 
; Now, Mir, Editor, we will allow Mr, Gordon's own figures 
for the finished animal, which he says have averaged $.3.40 por 
‘owt. for the last sumer. 

To turn an animal out at two years that would weigh 1200. 
pounds requires that the said animal would receive the very 
best care and feed, as follows; The calf will cost at birth 
at least $2. Tt will requiredto be fed all one cows mikk 
for at least four weeks, three:weeks of which time the butter 
that could be made from the milk would at least be eight pounds 
per week, which would be worth $4, Also, you require to feed 
at least two pounds of oat chop per day for the first year, wt 
which would amount to twenty-one bushels, at Chirty cents per 
‘bushel--six dollars and thirty cents, | 
| the crushing would be seventy cents; a calf would 
also eat one ton of hay, : 

The second year will require four pounds chop per day 
equal to forty bushels, crushing sang and will eat two tons 
cofthay rs ‘the eecond year, Also. the a for the second 
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Cost of calf at birth $2.00 


Whole milk for 2nd. ,3rd.,and 4th weeks 4 00 
Chopped oats, twe pounds per day, 21 bushe te at 30 cents 
per bushel 6.30 
Crushing 7 70 
Ton hay | A. 00K 
Second year -< & 
‘Chopped oats, 4 lbs. per day ; 41 bushels at 30 e. 12.50 
Orushing 1.40 
Two tons of hay at $4 8,00 
Pasture for second summer 1.00 
$40, 00 
1,200 Ibs. live, at $3.40 40.80 
Total profit 80 


I have been yory moderate in the amount which I have fed 
the ealf, besides not counting anything for the skim milk 
which it will require to drink the first sumer. It will re- 
guire to be stabled from the Ist, of October until the lst of 


- May. 
: And now, Mr Editor, we have the mangificent profit of 


eighty sents for looking after, housing, watering, feeding/ 
and cleaning, the stable for the whole of two years. Truly we 
farmers are unreasonable creatures: 


I remain, 
FARMER. 


P.S.-= Cattle sold here all last simmer and fall for 2 1/2 

cents per pound, sith the exception of a few stall fed animals 

which brought 4 cents per pound. | | 
Elkhorn, Man.,Feb. 9, 1906. 
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Witness : The detal profit on the animal is 80 cents.’ 


The average paid was $3.40 throughout the country, but he only 


got 21/2 cents per pound. 
Witness reads the following ether letters from the 
Farmers’ Tribune’ and for the benefit of the commissioners 
marks what he reads : 
Henry J. Neale, Langenburg, letter dated Peb 1 1906 
Alexander Rankin, Ninga, Man. dated Feb, 3 1906 
Q Rankin lives where ? : 


Witness reads another letter from Willian Roland, 
dated from Riverside, Sask.,Feb 3 1906. 
. Hagzert : These facts would not. be evidence in 
a court of law. I have notified all these parties and they 
have the eppertunity of coming here. i 
Witness reads further letters from ; 
William A.Gemey, dated from Newdale, Man.Feb 4 1906 
George Fernie, dated from Beaverdale, Feb 5 1906 
Q. Turn te the issue of February 2lst 1906 ? me 
A. We find at page 3 of thak issue of Mar ch the 21st 1966 
2 letter te the Tribune. I think it is important that I should 
read some of it. — a 2 | 
. Witness reads a letter from W.H.Breoks, dated March 
13th. ,1906 aml a letter from Gordon, Tronsides and Fares 


bees? dated the 2nd of qpcanber 1905. 


Witness : There you have an ‘official statement on 


ms their om form as to price. They say the prices are 11/2 to 


1 Mr. Gordon stated in the House. that he paid 3 cents. 
lo wi in: ask for the original ¢ of that otter. 
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It being noon the Comaigsioner adjourned until 2 o'clock 
‘the afternoon when the enquiry was proceeded with, 
a Qyerusn to the issue of the Ath of February; I read lr. 
Richardson's» "Talk to the Farmers" and let him supplement it 
with anything that is sucgested, . (Counsel reads the article 

in quest ion) Now, Mir. Richardson you practically assuime 

lin that letter that a trus® has been proved? 

Ay. It has already. been specificaliy chargea by aia 
dents to the Tribune that a conspiracy does exist in Wenitoba 

There are quite a na&aber of letters which I have been Looking 
for in which the correspondents assume that there is a couib ine 


Take this letter from J.B.Coulthard dated from Clearwater, 


issue’ of February the 2ist. He is a man of sterling charac- 
ss ter and wery ‘worthy. Soa adem 

| Witness reads the letter in question from the fyles 
of the Tribune. 


—Q. po you know Coulthard? 


A. & Well. He is a splendid type og ian, 
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a 
Q There was sufficient before you ; something more than sus- 
picion ? A Yes 
Q Can you give us any clue or suggestion by which we can 
pursue the investigation where you left eff ? 
A. The investigation that is now going on is the outcome of 
our campaign. After we had bombarded the government with letter 
ters, etc.,they failed to take action. We published a form to 
local members signed by farmers to call upon the legislators. 


They fleuted the farmers and we bombarded the Dominion members. 


‘Q. Can you give us any sugpe stion that will aid us in this 


enquiry ? You have given more attention to this than any one 
else from a journalistic standpoint ? 

A I feel flattered. I know the ability of the comnissioners 
and I have absolute confidence in their integrity. Mr. Campbell 
I mow as a mam of integrity and Mr. Middleten I know will de 
his duty. They can go on and do more then they are doing now. 
They will examine farmers and butchers as to the cost of hand- 
ling meat, 
Q All the information you have is contained in the pages of 
The Tribune ? 

A. Exactly. That is why we are pressing for more. 

Q You say that you know personally many of these corres- 
pondents ? 

A A great many of them. 

Q You knew them just to meet them, but de you know amy thing 
of the farming business that they carry on ; whether they 

_ are large er small cattle dealers ? 

A VI cmt tet pretty well by le at the name whether he is 











ok 
Knowles of Emerson and Frederick Kirkhan I knew well. My 
_judgnent was that the wholesalers milked the business too 
ellie heavily. ; | 
P - Q You anticipate a fight om their part to held their business? © 
; A. Naturally. ae | 
Q Because you speak ef it as a big fight in the future ? | 
A That is one of my figures of speech. I might not always be 
fortunate in good similes. But I anticipate a struggle. 
Q Turn to page 4 of the issue of the 24th. ,of February--your 
, coments on the subsequent issue and corre spondencs -~(Gounse 1 
reads ) ? s 
A There was nething in that, That was just a discussion of 
the rumour of another house starting in the business, All 
these letters on this subject seem te be all of the same 
character. Most of them seem te indicate a price from 2 
cents te 21/2 cents a pound paid te farmers for cattle. ! 
I would like te read a letter in Colum 2 , an artistic roast, 
written by W.A.Robinson of Elva dated February the 17th 1906, 
(Witness reads letter in question from the fyles ef the Tribung 
Q. That letter is more valuable for its delicate ux irony than | 
for its facts ? 3 | 


= Te. eee vs 


A, Here is a letter Sues W.. H. * ine Spy Hill, Sask., 
dated February the 19th. ,1906 (Letter reads by witness. ) = 
Q. Turn to the issue of March the 7th. Another Talk te Farmers — 
This is the talk in which you recommend then te use their gums | 
i of the _peislature ? | 
tacit Nag: A Yes. | 
a is afer there is a form of the Letter. vihich was draum up by you 
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Q This was to work up the agitation ? 

A Oh ! yes. To keep the pot boiling until something happened. 
Q And if they could not write or had not time to write, to 
cut this out and sim it ? A Yes 

Q And by this means you say it was brought before the attentin 
of the government in the House ? 

4 TI have reason to believe that a great many of these were 
signed by farmers and forwarded to their local member, though 
the house adjourned without their taking action, It was taken 
up by William Lagimodiere while waiting for the iieutenant- 

» soverner. It was charged that the Hon. Mr. Campbell, the 
attorney-general, talked it out. It would have been better 
brought up at a different time, though I an not to blame for 
that. 

Q 1 The guard of honour was on the way w the house ? 

A. Yes 

Q There was a 4 homptatton for newspapers to take the pepular 
side ? 

A Do you sesk to minimise the subject ? 

Q. No ? 


A It is not te take a shot at the Tribune though even joculary) : 


0. No. On pace 4 there is a report of the Meeting of the 
Sheep & Swine Bresders’ Association at Brandon ? 

Witness reads the remarks of S.J.Thompson in that rep 
port of mesting. | , 
A. Mr Thompson is a president of the association, I think. I 
will read the remarks of J.W.Scallion, who was first appointed 
to sit on this commission, and the following statexents which 
‘y UB will also read we re given out for publication. (Witness 
re Me Weallion's remarks from the fyles) I think Mr. 
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We is a very moderate man. He thinks that there is 
no doubt that ees 6 exists. I will read you the pub- 
lished remarks of : 

R, Mackenzie of the Grain Growers association 

W. G -Regers,member of the crain Grewers' exedutive 

J.8.Woods ef Oakville. 

G.A.F.S.Allman of Elkhorn, Man. 

J.T.Crosby, Hargrave. 

C.J Stewart, Reston, yan. 

Duncan Muir, Margaret. 

Frederick Kirkham, letter dated from Saltcoats, 
February the 26th.,1906 and published in the issue of yerch 7th 

J.0.Stewart, letter dated from La Riviere, Men. 

(Witness reads all the foregoing) 
A. You sce, Mr. Hageart, Mr. Scallion and they all charge a 
combine. They go further than me. 























Q You are not defending them ? A No. - | 

Q We have covered the ground pretty well. I want it noted 

that the letters Just read are on page 4 of the issue of 

March the 7th.,and on March the 14th,,there is another article 

signed by the witness. We will net comment on that. This is 

where you intimate that when the beef is settled up you will 

get after some thing else ? 

A Yes, the elevator combine. 

Q On March the 21st, page 1, ‘there is a recapitulation of 

the proceedings in the house and the prorogetion. I think you 

fs must be wreng in the statement that the attorne, rs -general talk 

tout t” we | 

ak ‘What dees the report say ? Here is a brie? report on page 5. | 
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Q That is on the same page as that letter to Gordon, Ironside & 
Fares to Brooks ? A Yos 


Q Your comment there is that the attorney-general spoke on the 
ground that it should have been introduced sooner. Then 
the lieutenant; eovernor came in ? A Yes 
Q I pre sume it is in order te read the report of the Tribune 
on the prorog; gation of the heuse ? 
Counsel reads. | 

A ir ‘Campbell told me he intended to say something on that 
put he did not pt a chance the lieutenant-gevernor arriving. 
(Mr. Richardson's coment on that report wi th reference to 
Glen campbel] and the atterne; J-8 eeneral. ) 
Q. gn Mar ch the alst you commented on the attor vey~general 

speaking ? A Yes 
¢ You advised the flooding of the attomey-gencral with 
applications 2 What else did you do ? 
A TI supplied the planks. We had a blank form printed in each 
paper. I dé not think we have any additional forms other than 
those we have already locked at. We called for letters and 
cemanded an enquiry. 
Q You were satisfied that a trust existed ? 
A i was satisfied that many ‘thought sO | 
Q ‘You stated on March alst io we oe the oe f trust broken 
up. the others will be easy ? * ) Bey 
A “The fact that the goverment flouted - farmers naturally 
incensoa us. Wo wore not gtting unne ce s sarily engry, but 
when, the fight warms Up and the perspiration beg gins. to run, 
one is liable to ‘hit harder. 
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A. On March the 28th.,of the Farmers’ Tribune we published 
this om the first page. Then we come to the issue of April 
the 4th. ,first page. | We wevedeciding to appeal to the 
Dominion, our appeal to the local @vernment having been 
futile up te that point. we sugested that the people send in 
this ferm of letter : -- 
(Witness reads blamk form.) 

Our action , however, seemed to have had the desired 

effect. Shortly after that a member of the local government 


' sugzested to me that the gevernment here was willing te co- 





















eperate with the governments of Saskatchewan and Alberta to 
appoint a comission to ep through this business, and travel 
threugh these provinces and take the evidence. I felt then 
that our campaigning had net been in vain. 
He submitted to me the name of a desirable man who could 
act on that. I said his name would be a auarantee of the . 
genuineness of the cemmission . The man declined and I wrote 
him urging him fax very strongly to accept. However, cir- 
cumstances over which he had no contrel caused certain de lays 
and after a lapse of time he was unable te take it. 
And as a result my friend Mir Canpbell teok it, a man for 
whose integrity and honour I have the frofoundest regard. 
| Q In the articles appearing in the issues of April the 19th., . 
May the 2nd.,June the 6th., June the 15th., and July the llth. : 
you pursue the same tactics teward the Dominion government 
and parliament. On May the 2nd.,bhere are more letters ? 
A Well, here is something on May the 10th.,what I was going to 
| - say was that I thought after the sugze stion was made to me 
; aM _ that the government would appoint a commissioner I would not 
1s yo pursued the subject et in the paper. | 
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— Q - Youn say ina subsequent issue of your puper that it is very 































sratifying that the comission has been appointed ? A, Yes 
f& fnything else? | 
A Mo, So far as anything appearang in thre aribune T have 


civen reason for any comments made 
22 micht sugsest that T have forwarded an invitation to all 


; / P ‘ ‘ 
these correspondents of yours You might also advise thom of 
tha in the Tribune? 
wn 
A Twill be very glad to have something put in the paper 


tonight, Bo you want to know anythine about the conditions 


have: gone higher. 


mhe prices 
still in the beef trade and you have 


today 7? 
Q You are interested | 
been making enquiries further? 


A’ Yes, since I was notified to appeary here, _ made it my 


business to enquire as to prices. 
I find that so far as\ beef is concerned 


porterhouse steak, 20.cents « 


sirloin steak or 


2 cents a pound; 
cents to 8 cents a pound, which T 


roast averazes % 


a pound; briskets <0 5 






think @ little low, it is lower than that. charged by my 


butcher, +t should be Seven to 10 cents a pound; shoulder ,9 « 


siidex che fixy x irdem x ems pan es 


and 10 cents a pound; 
other beef 640 l0.cents a 


round steak, }2 if2 cents a pound; 







yay b he 
pound. 


ie * Then T enquired as to sutton and Lead I found that a 


Leno the: prices for a hind quarter. or loin was 30 cents a 
une and for the fore quarter 20 cents a pound, 
, ov averages from 13 to 22 cents a pound, 


ssioners will hearts are higher - than. ay 
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The chairman : There are exceptional conditions this year. 

A, Pork,18 cents a pound ; shoulder 12 1/2 to 15 cents a pound. 
Veal Roasts, 15 to 18 cents a pound ; shoulders & to 10 cents 
a pound. I was informd that the butchers pay 15 cents a pound 
for dressed mutton. | 

Q These prices are the retail to the householder ? 

A Yes. The butcher pays te the wholesaler 10 to 10 1/2 cents a 
pound for dressed hog. . You will gt that from themselves, 
however. I think I told you in my earlier evidence that so 

far as I could judge in discussing it with the the butchers had 
not expressed any definite opinion as to a combina ti on~-soie 
times there is and somtimes there is not. There is another 
feature -- they say the wholesalers own so many of the her 
tailers, that is , the retailers may owe them large sums of 
money and they are obliged to buy from them and are therefore 
not in a pasition to buy so cheaply. It is also known, well 
known, that a number of butcher shop are owned by the whole- 
saler. The wholesalers have their manager in there and it 

is really owned by the wholesaler. 

The chairman : You do not know of any arrangement whereby 2@ 
farmer bring in slaughtered meat is discriminated agzinst, 
providing that the conditions are equal ? 

A I suppose there are some independent butchers who will buy 
from the farmers if the meat is good. I would not like to sp 
too far. The butchers disclaim any knowledge of a combination. 
But my experience has been there is a combination in other 
trades, and it would not surpirse me if it oxisted here. Take 
the lumber combine . A wholesale lumber dealer would not sell te 
a. retall, coaler unless he was in the hard and fast col bination. 
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municipal ownership of abattoirs, and in that connection te 
ept more prime beef and a reduction of the price to the con- 

“ sumer. nur obcject is to cover the three phases, the pre- 
pe ducer, the consumer and the manufacturer. Do you think that 
municipal ewmership would be an effective remedy ? 

A. I have given the matter a great deal of thoucht. 
I have reached this. conclusion. That it would be desirable — 
that our local government should establish two or three public 
abattoirs in the province. 

Regarding the wimipeg public abattoirs Controller 


Garson has proposed a bylaw to establish one in Winnipeg to 





slaughter cattle for. the farmers and to keep carcasses in cold 
storage. I scarcely think the goverment would be jus stified 
Ae in establishing many public abattoirs. I would establish three 
or four publie owned abattoirs, one in the northwest, one south 
west and one’ ‘west and another near Winnipeg. They need not be. 
elaborate abattoirs--just for the purpose of u aking the ox- 
periment. Let. the cost be assessed to the entire provinee. 
If the government is able to regulate the trade in th at way 
and - secure. for the farmers a proper return for their cattle 
and secure ‘for the consumers good cheap meat, then the gp rern~ 
A ment, might build one in the, municipality, and the m sunicipali ty 
& ha would eventually pay for it. My oxperience is from a careful 
| | study if the question of trade is that the people themselves | 
cust, protect themselves. are | . | 
a . te | Government owner ship is owner ship by the people. | 
oe ‘the middle man canmake this enormous amount of money why 
sd ganggt t the pease make it ? But I would bogin it in a very 
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Farmers have given evidence of combine in their own 
behalf. But my judgnent is that the farmer is not a man to 
make a success of an industry of that kind. They are so ‘divi- 


be 5 


ded and they live such great distances from each other. Fow- 





: ever I see no reason why the government should not build and om 

, ploy an expert to manage the abattoir. : 
The ChHirman : Suppose the farmers should ee a co~ 

operative company and build an abattoir and the eovernnent xkeod | 


should take over the manegenent of it. That has been carried 





on with success in other matters, would it not apply to the 
meat industry ? | | 
A T have no great faith in a body of farmers making 2 | 
business success of it. | : 
§. This is an independent corporation managed by the govern- 
ment, such as the creameries in Alberta 9 x 
A Thad the sane thing in my mind, similar t the creamer- 
ies in Alberta. One of the officers in the agricultural 
department could keep in touch with all the abattoir s in the 
province. 

Q Recontly the thought has come to my nind-~in regard to the 


government char tering and assisting it, but “‘hend it over ta a 


eta Saline I Ts SA gl gi 


company with the sword of pnamocles over their head as it were? 

i A I do not think you would get a private company interested 

, in such an enterprise. A still better une is strict 
goverment operation. 


Qo Competition, is “being oliminated bay to a eortain extent ir 
ay we fj 


pa yo you, would not all the meat industry a , monopoly 
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Q Suppose a number of small butchers combined and formed a 
unit here, end in another part of the country the same, 
end a third and a fourth ? You could secure better perfor- 
mance and better results. It is far cheaper to operate . 
under one management than under many managements ? In regard 
to these four industriel units formed with large places for 
handling meat, if such laws were passed so as to prevent any 
combination among them, would it prevent the difficulty ? 

A The difficulty is that politics would creep in. We have a 
_ law on the statute beok against combination in trade, but 

it ig a dead letter. A business left in these hands never comes 
te anything. See the grain exchange. One or another always 
has a pull in the matter. Do it as a safety valve. 

Just keep twe or three abattoirs in the province of Mait- 
‘oba for a certain figure then you compel others te do the sane 
service for the same price. 

Q The equipment here is not sufficient to handle our meat 

in the proper wey 2 | 

A I would not think so. But I have always said if you had one 
road which you actually omed, leaving aside over capitaliza- 
tion, you regulate the rates on all other reads. 

Q That would apply to. the meat. trade ? 

A That is exactly why I used the illustration. 

Mr. Middleton: With these provincial abattoirs would you advise 
the Deminion government fer transpertation to Liverpool ? 

hy think it would be concomitent with the abadtoirs to got 

| together with the Deminion Government in the matter of trans-= 


Bs) vavted ion. Soe what the powinion government has been able te 


do in the way of transporting, egss, fruit, etc., to the Euro~ 
tee ts a ay sPes RAM See what they have accom- 
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TORN DEN HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN DEPOSED AS FOLLOWS: 
sant 2 3 “10 wR. HAGGART | a 
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Q ay are a farmer ad you live in Woodlands ? A Yes ss 
Q How long have you faraed 2 
A For twenty years 
Q And you are engaged in cattle raising 2 
af A Mixed farming 
ep Q You have a considerable stock of cattle 
i? _ A. About eighty head» — 
fi Q Well bred or grades .?: 
ie: A Grades 
_ Q You have a certain number to sell every year ? 
i 2 A Yes, but not exactly. for beef, they are for stockers, and 
e are mostly purchased by dairymen and farmers. They buy for the 
Be | ‘ 


ranches, | 
Q In selling your best cattle you have had a certain « oxe 
perience, what is your experience ? | 
A a cannot give you much light on the subject. Butchers come 
and ask us what we went for the beef. we tell them what we — 
think they are worth and if it i does not suit them.they — 
will make their offers. They vary fran $25 to $30 for fat 





. ut cows... = ’ : % Ag i 7 a Pe ae . " . 
— Whe are ‘the tae) ? a 
“eb are several.. Rieder tial. ebb, they are buyers who . 
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} 4 Are their many of that class of inyerx? butcher ? ; 

a Bo, there has only been one in there this last om years. 
rey camot give his name 
Q Does he buy for himself 2 
A Wo, he is an agent for Karima, I thinks Griffin, I under- 
stend. 
Q Buys for Griffin's slauchter-houses ? 
A Yes, calves and cattle. 
Q That is the only buyer that has been in there for this 
last couple of years ? | | 
A There may have been ethers but I did not know it 


Set 
~ 


e Q. This man came to your farm occasiona}ly 2 A Yes 
i . Q we ascertains if you have anything to make beef of, and 
bi n makes you an offer and you accept or reject his offer ? 
ie A Yes re ; : Fo ER od 
Q How do you sera Y : 
t A Two or three at at a time. Do you mean young, stock ? ig 
| ‘ Q 1 mean beef cattle ? | a 
pha A Just when they are in condition, one, two or three, 
ma") Re you send for som one ? a 
t he A No, they come, round occasionally. i keep them there unit as 


they @. | 
a What do you think of the prige you got. ? 
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aaa “And there ‘is practically one buyer in that part of the 





country ? 

ca This last year there isa but ahes froin Stonovell, Holloway — 
J of Stonawall. . , Fe ei 
‘you sell to them sometimes ? 

5 Yos, if it is in condition to buy. 

‘How many would you sell a year in condition ? 

Not more than four. | | 

Are there many people in the neighbourhood like yourself 
there, with only small herds ? 


A 4 Ps ace 


ee: re. ‘They go in more for mixed farming and dairying. The cream= 
Hin eries help us a lot. | | 
Br) Q You do not raise hogs ? / A No 

f° 7 Q Nor sheop 2 A No. 

. a Q The price for the last he or three years was s pretty, low ? 
i a 4 ‘Yes, the last two | years. 

ad QA Farmer from the qarman district thought the price was 

| a r. “pretty good, You do not know how much five cents a pound 


BR would make ? ; 
et ; ae to, it would make a good price of course. Ee sa ‘i a 
:. 4 You have pears. a erent deal of talk about a combine anong 4 
: A Yes 
A No. 


man ¢ “Say for the last two years, not taking into 
unt this sumer , “whe actually sot ‘the price on cattle that 


r P) re ¥* 


; to. the buyer who came out to you ? Whose was the 7 mg 


ch t cattle were sold ? 








og 
—— 


Af eS ee 
> 9 2 ee eee ats 2a we :> a 
Pe > = 8 Fy a ee - , 


: 





| a vest ata 


¥ 
a 





e -Leworodt 4 1 i. 

| a ee 
‘gates of nokdthae ant ef af ti 368 Be fe 

Z $ ota Ebdow: e aR. € thon 80% fluow “yea well # ; ry i 

| 7 enti att afots sat ve a 4 

Wear cane edit Suet tetas BAe lyon queen evel ok 3 O0ecaee 


| © aber! Liem Yloo ‘dc be org 
Ses oct: “arbette eS} pee Jhon tt ero at oat | 
3 Saal 8 “ay qhort aotng 
ee oe Twat eater fans ob tk * 

of VR hire Bah price a baile “A ae 

Powe wis BK wee R by, ae tus “Sh aiid fees ant tat eo ity of? Bick 
Sa ot Sasi ait 2d a4 ? = 

de aga at si ad bok a igaten, “aie est tearee® ok se 
ea, & Steg sh fee: ‘ear Lae cS ob iat boc cates 









Prey Spain a 
ie or js Pe 


- oe 
Mee 
? 


itd 


37 


Q yave you any individual greivance in regard to the cattle 
industry ? 
A We, of course the farmers would like to see better prices — 


- paid fer their produce se that they could get on. 


Q Do you think the prices paid them the two years previous 
encourages them in that industry ? 

ie ory rs not. ) 

Q The cattle: you sell have been raised for dairy purposes ? 
A Yes , 

Q You fatten the eld cow ? A Yes 

Q The eld cow used for dairying purposes does not make asgood 
beef as a young steer ? A Ne 

Q And you can hardly expect to Pacekve the same price for it 
as for prime beef ? 

A A prime steer would fetch from forty to forty-five de llar's 
Q And a fat cow used for dairying purposes would not bring 
more than what 2 

A Twenty-four or twapty-five dollars. 

Q What would be the weight ef such a cow as you would sell? 
A I do not suppese it wouldge much more than 1100 or 1206 
pounds on foot. : : 

Q And that would dress hew much beef ? 

A Four hundred and fifty pounds. 4 

Q. Would it not dress six hundred pounds 2 | 
Chairman ; She would dress about 600 pounds. 


Wes q Mr Hagart t, De you ever kill 5 your cattle end bring them to 
a te marke t as dead meat 7 


A a used to. but not now. It was generally in the winter 
istmas we used to kill and bring it in to Wimipeg, 
peer dow ree aid not pay to br ‘ing it 
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Q If you sold to the consumer direct you would get a larger 
_ price Po a. A Yes 
P Q Bery frequently you would sell te the consumer, the beard- 





ing house keeper or the hotel keeper 7? 


A Yes, not in whole carcasses, rough, but quarters, 


Q When the butcher found that you had to sell you could not 


get your price ? A Yes 
Q And when a man wants to buy anything badly the seller fixes 
the price ? A Yes 


JOHN BODY , ie been duly swern, depessd as follows — 
TO MR HAGGART : ‘ 


Q Where de you Find Mr Body 2 
au live near Star buck 
, That is your occupation ? ; 

I an a famer 


How ,long have you been farming ? 







Por about thirty years 
What kind of foresee} 
Mixed farming 3 ous 
What is the size of your herd of cattle 2 ae ~ 
‘Morty. They are grade Shorthorns and SO on i 
na in the aeirying business? 00 Ding 
Qo A i 
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Q Daes Griffin or Gallagher ? 

A I do not remember. Probably a stranger would come along 

and buy a bunch of cattle and I do not mow whether it was 

for these or for outside buyers. I knew some were Winnipeg men 
There was one in about a couple of years ago. Gordon Bee 
Tronside's man came te me. Some persm told him I had cattle 
and he cam and got a carload. 

Q That was the last sale you made that way ? 


A About two years ago 


Q How was the bargain wade between you and this buyer ? 

A Wede by me--price on so much a pound or lump price. At 
that particular time I sold at so much a per pound 

Q The safest way is te have them weighed ? 

A Yes, they were weighed in Gordonn& Ironside 's stock yard. I 
go there the seond time they were weighed. 

Q What price did you get 2 : 

Two and half, not sure, I think it was two and a half 


How much would you have averaged each ? 

About thrity dollars 

They were. good cattle A Yes 
Well bred cattle ? A Yes 


They were steers and heifers ? 
Yes, one or two young cows in among them perhaps. I would 


say that the price was very poor indeed. I do not Imowas I 


‘looked for another purchaser . I have often refused if they 
‘say they will only offer go much. Then they go on to the next 
a Q | You made a + bargain with hin ab so Bas a a 2: 
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Q you made no enquiries as to how beef was selling ? 

A yes, I did. I enquired here in Winnipeg as to how beef was 
selling ! 

Q And you farmers discuss these matters amongst yourselves ? 
A Yes 

Q Is there just one buyer that goes out there ? 

A . Oh, many. 


0 > How many ? 


‘A I camot tell some I never see at all 


Q Some people say that there is only one buyer in that direc- 


AN 
tion, from one abattoir ? 
A It might be, but I do not know who they are, however, 
there are several buyers. I do not know who they come from. I 


* 


did not ask. I do not care so long as I get my price. 


Q How old would these cows be that you sold for $20 net ? 
A Three years old 

Q How much would they cost you ? 

A It cost me every bit to raise it 

Q You,just got wages ? | 

A ‘Mo, I do not think I got even thet 

Q Mot for cutting hay ? 

A No, not even that. 

Q How do you travel the cattle ? 


A we just put them on the cars at Starbuck. We used to put 
them on the cars. low we put them in the yard there. They 
look after them now when we put them in the yard. 

a Were they weighed in Winnipeg ? 


A Yes; we did not find out when they were woighed. 
Q The weighing is honest as far you know ? A Yes 
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Qo you know anything about a combine ? 
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Q you pre tly well the weight of an animal by the look of it ? 

A To a certain extent, yes. 

Q You have nothing to complain of in that regard, except the 

low prices ? 

A That is all | 

Q Do you ever kill cattle ? 

A Yes, sometimes. I do not know as one does much better 

selling it dead than alive 

Q Who fix the price ? 

A The butchers around the market. If you are not satisfied 

with one you go to another. | 

Q you are naturally in the hands of the butchers 9 

A No doubt about that 

Q y have heard some people say that the mat killed in an 

abattoir is better than that killed by the farmer ? 

A To a certain extent it is, I suppose, because there are a 

great many people who know nothing of killing. They do it ina 

slovenly way. They roll it over in the hide and get the carcas 

all ovecr blood and so on ; others kill it and sling it like i 

in the abattoirs. | 

Q It would net be so clean killed in the farmer's yard ? 

A They do not do that, They take it owt and hg it ina 
tree and kill it there. They hmg them in a crotch and clean i 
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Q You do not try te sell the the houswife 2 Av Now : 


: “Jen 
A Mey omy from inference. The inference is that they have a 
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ir but unfortunately we cannot fight these painks combines, 
re these large dealers in mot, | 

i Q wave they arranged not 60 give more than a certain price ? 
hot would not say thet. However, the men that used t© come . 
and buy our cattle are all put out of business or are working 
for these firms. 3 
Q Were they local buxhxaxs butchers who used to buy your cat- 

ble ? | 

c «As The men the farmers sold to were wholesale kmtxkxxs. buyers 

. é' 

| 





whe sold to the wholesale butchers. They were what we galled 


BY uhodesale buyers. They are now wiped out. 

. Q Practically you have to wait until the abattoir comes round? 

; A Tt seans that way and there are not many of them, and who 

5 “ else can we sell to 2 We camot sell unless somo one wants 

: to buy. a ; 

i Q Are there many situated just as you are ? | 

: A Yes 

: Q You have discussed the matter with them ? A Yes ! 

a The chairman : You have told us that there were quite a nuabor 
ihe of buyers round, did you sell any cattle last year ? 5 


A No , I do not think I sold any cattle last year 
a Dia wade sell any in 1905 ? A Yes 
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‘No, | nothing I can speci fy--it is all general, 
You believe you are held dow ? ? A Yos 
“e “Were the prices in 1905 or 1906 encouraging or discouraging ra 
towards the raising of cattle ? I 








A ‘Discouraging. I am going out of it as fast as I can. | 
Mr. Middleton : You say this cattle was sold by the pound A 
A So much per pound. 
Q. You made some remrk about a second weighing ? 
A ‘Yes. - thought they weighed more and I had them weighed — 
; a second time 
Mr. Haggart : Do you know what the difference is in the cattle 
prices in Wimipeg and were whether the cattle are all the 
ats same grade ? 
‘a A Mo, I do not Imow. They might be all stallfed. 


tte ~~ 


G. G. Caren having been duly sworn deposed as fot ore: M 
TO MR. HAGGART : | ; ae 





=a A 








Pi oa you. are a farmer and you reside in the Parish of St.harles ; 
«A ‘Yes, Ihave lived there for 2% years. i 
a Q And you raise stock ? A Yee cee 
«Qs What kind of stock ? . as 2 ) 
b | bokabmes run a mixed farm. as onitia are all of a dairy . 
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A ily great objection is that the farmer does not benefit by 
the scarcity of the product. When they are scarce the price 
soes higher to the consumer, but the farmer dees not get it. 
: | Vor instance all last year (1906) the price of hogs on foot ex- 
Ds, cept. for a few days, brought 7 1/4, except for a few days at ; 
71/2. Y sold about’ seventy-five last year at that. 
Q Toe whose abattoir ? : 
A Gallagher, Holman, Lafrance Company's. It does not make | 
much difference where you go, they are all the same price. 
. Q Three or four abattoirs ? | 
A There are more I think. nd the price seems to be the same. 
atall the abattoirs. Yes, I am sure. Wherever you go you 
will get the same price ; I am sure of that. 
Q How are they fixed ? | 
A There is such a uniformity that there is an authority govern : 


ing them. - 

Q And the same conditions exist today ? A Yes 

Q How long has it existed 2 

A From my recollection fen for that way for a couple of years. 
Q The same price at all the abattoirs ? A Yes 

Q They do not appear to be anxious to pay ? 

A th dees not make any difference ; it is the same price 
everywhere. 

Q One carload of steers or heifers may differ very materially 
from eny carload of ‘steers or heifers, but how about hags ? 

A Not as much. There is not so much differ ence in the mm hog | 


as in the cattle. There is not much difforonce in the quantity 
ae Pk as oe are not too heavy. | 
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A There is certainly reom for improvement. There is some thing 
I vent te call your attention te. I was telling you that the - 
farmer was not getting the benefit of the scarcity of the pro- 
duct. The first week of this month the abattoirs were paying 
7 1/4 and were selling it to the butchers ; and I mew a butcher . 


told me he was paying 11 14. There is a great difference 
be tween live and dressed weight. I said that was an extrava~ 


gant profit. I have been in the business long enough te imew. 
I said a difference of 2 cents a pound between dressed ani live 





' 


is fair. Four cents is too much, and that is my reason for a ; 


ing that ‘the farmer cannot get the benefit of the scarcity. 
Neither the comsumer nor the producer gets it. The abattoir 
gets it. These men contre] the market. 

Q Be more explicit ? 

A They fix the price to the preducer and the retailer. The 
retailer las to take his profit. If he pays 11 1A cents a 
pound on the whole carcass he must sell it high to make his 


| living. 


Chairman : Did you sell hogs in 1905 ? A ves 


| Q What price did you get ? . 
A Well, I did not sell to the abattoir. I sell te a butcher 


in St. Boniface, I get 5 cents a pound live weight. The 
abattoirs were paying 4 1/2 cents a pound. 


rt 7 Ww how do you account for that ? 
A The scarelty of the product. ‘ 


bs ee - & | What was “the ‘cause of the scarcity of tha product ? 
Stns re Bi AL Gms ‘ 


at ee! use prices had boon « so 








> Mow 4 in previous years and 


Q In 1905 the prices were 4 Ip cents per pound, ‘in 1906 you, 
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46 
Q De .you.think that. the abattoirs have again put up the prices 
in order to again induce farmers to again go tinto the business 
A Yes 
q Do you think that the farmers will go into the business and 
that the abattoirs will again drop the. price. 2 ig 
A They have started already. They have dropped one cent a 
pound since the First af & week in July | 
Q You have. kn no knowledge of that drop being the result of 
over=production ? ? | 
A Moy just their decision 
Q You lnow that we import tons and tons of porrk from ahtsane. 
Do you think that the conditions in this province are favorable 
for hog raising 2 
A Sure. 
Q Have you thought of a ‘cued whereby we can have our own 
meat market ? And have some for our own market ? 
A. The only ronedy would be the putting of a higher duty on. the a 
outside product. 


Mr. Middleton : That weit raise the price ? | is 


A. If the farmer was. sure of a steady market. the outside ae 


duct, would not interfere with hin. 


Q Would you not be putting power in the hands of the men 


you, complain of and thus shut out competition ? a 
A Perhaps. wert 1 4 “me 
Chairman + : What about the farmers, or the BS Sat ty maidting 
their own, abattoirs.?. . “EN 
by Be 2 but they mesial. have to. be sages Pent competition — 
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AY 
Q You camot, give us any sugvestion to make the pork market 
. steadier ?. 
A The only remedy would be to have a public abattoir and mar- 
ae er | c 
P Fe Q “Would you have that public abattoir go into competition 
with the others ? Supposing the city of Winnipeg went inte 
the matter, would it help the producer at all ? Winnipeg 
i would naturally consider the consumer ? 
A Well, if one body suffers the whole body suffers. 
Q Gan you not take cattle to the abattoir here and pay for 
Slaughtering now ? 
A I think we can. If a farmer lived 10 miles from the city | 
it would be some trouble te get them on the public market . 
It would be right for some government official to run it . | 
Wie Hageart : The hee you sell at 7 1/2 cents per pound brougth 
4 cents a pound @ short tim: before, you complained that the 
farmer got no advantage from the scarcity of the ac tiola you 
must have ent some advantage ? a 
} A Tt is to my Inowledge that on the begiming of this month 
; of July the abattoirs sold at 50 cents more then should be. a 
Either the consumer or the producer lost in that. ie 
| Q But you do not know how much they were selling te 
before that z ae 
 Wokow T ate not enquire, Round the city here I would not raise a i 
oe ia Pound for less than five cents, but may be some farmers in 7 
ie the _ country can do tie it. 3 
) Can a make a living at that Live weight ? 


_ retailer 
, taker 
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rt being 4. 30 o'clock the commissioners adjourned 
the procoodings until 10 o'clock on the following morning, 
Wodne sday , July the 31st. ,1907, when the enquiry was again * 
proceeded with. | 


J.B.LAUZON, M.P.P., for La Verandrye, having been 





duly sworn deposed 2s follows 2 o-- 
70 UR. HAGGART Pie | 
. That is your occupation, Mr. Lauzon ? 


: 
P 


; A. Butcher, doing business in the City of Winnipeg. I thought 
ce T would be brought in here. As a butcher.I have Cte ae 
1876, I have been doing business since 1879. So T know all 
about it. What I came here for is to try and ; give you paut lex 
men the henefit of it. ; 


We want to find out today where the trouble is. How, 


ee 


in the first place I went to show you what profit the retail 
Bs: butcher makes. It was said in the house that the retail bute a 
cher was making I§ wamks $15 a head profit and the farmer was a. 
on moking no thing. That was made tn the house by a member of the 
goverment . Ho did not figure out much before he spoke. and a 
the public might think it is true. It is not eee S, to have a a 
charge like that against the retail men. 
ae Boo ef is worth 7 1/2 cents while sale ot Suppo se 
Lat rotail man myself. Now 500 pounds at 7 12 cents a pound 
37. 50. We know what oat charge for that mat today. gai 


Thero is 200 Lbs retail 
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49 
balance of that carcass of beef, 
Take the 500 lbs. carcass at 7 1/2 cents bought. 


250 lbs at an average of 12 1/2 cents makes 921.25 

#£ Take the balance we average. that at $12.50 12.50 
" ne 
, That is $3.75 


That «wives you $6 225 aevihi. 
he chairman : Who has the hide ? 
A. The whole sale man. 
Q. Is it possible that, the butcher sells half the carcass at 
Lixternxeenks five conts a pound 0 
A They do not get it. Shanks, necks, flanks, etc.,go for 
5 cents a pound, 3 cents, end for nothing, for dog: meat. 
There seventy-six butchers here and I am president of the re- 
: tail association here. The best they can - is $43.75. By 
bad weighing they might lose a couple of pounds. That same man " 


s 


might lose a couple of dollers that way. ! a 
. we talk about a combine. I can tell you something 
about that. Thore is no combine. Who is the co mbine ¥ ‘he 


} 


city council 7 They are the combine themselves I will explain : 
to you hew. There are four whélesale men who. take over a 3 
Sa hundred carcasses a day and I would do as they would. I was in 7 
a : St. Boniface. Griffin came up to St. Boniface and I was ageing: 
oy his friend there. He said I went a permit for 25 years free 
; from taxes to erect a most sanitary place. A hundred thousand — 
dollars for a ‘anall, little bit of a. slaughter house. - They 
ave (sta a permit for 25 years without paying tax es. They 
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clese up my. slauchter-house. The inspector sits on my door- | 
step all day, and I am find every week hy Magistrate Daly. Yet. 
my slaughter-house is perfectly clean ; you can sleep in it, 
yet they a pay $1000 to watch me for I am the only 
retail man in the tow. 

Q. Chairman : Why are you fined ? 

A. They want to close my private slaughter-house. Ge 
and smell the large abattoirs and see which is the cleanest 
of the slaughter-houses. The city has a man who doss not 

- understand his business , but he has to earn his money, so I 


am fined. | : 
I am glad the goverment has taken this step. 


This man rings my door-bell at 7 o'clock in the morning and 
wakes the good lady up. [t is net the farmer, nor the but- 
cher ner Gerdon that has dons that. It is the bylaw of the 
-elty council that has done it to freeze out all the little 
mes. 7 

Chairman : :' Can you get us a copy of the bylaw 

A. Yes. They passed a bylaw for $100 license wi 
kill, but it would cost you $16,000 or $12,000. 
: | Mr, Haggart : It is only a license of $100 ? 

A. Yes, but the requirements would cost thousands. 
They want a stone floor. How are you to kill on a stone floor? 
You do not see stone floor in the States. I do not know whe is 
- behind the: cauneil, but there mst be something wrong. The | 
| bg mon get that council to pass this bylaw and no small men 
te 11... Suppose you have a slaughterhouse yourself and you 
0° three, men dogging you. to fine you and you are told 


‘ took peat? or. four. miles away. Those ae not say re 
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Let them go to the large abattoirs and see the dung, 
manure, tons xk of it, offal and guts lying around. They do nob | 
say to us quit, but they make you worry and “burn in the fire.” | 

The chairman ; This inspector goes to the small , 
houses and not to the larse house ? Does hot the bylaw call 
upon them to do it ?_ 

A. Yes, but they never gm te the big fellow. They 
are too big. All these combines in Canada are created the 
same way. The same thing obtains in lumber. The big fellow 
can ship cattle today from this province to Montreal and pay 
the same price as myself but when they get down there they 
get a rebate. . 

Q. Can you prove that. ? 

4. Yes, by my brother in Montreal. He ships 64,000 
head of cattle on the GranQ Trunk and the C.P.ft. in liontreal.a — 
year. My brother gets $10 a car commission. Why,? Because he 
saves $15 a car by freight a lone. There is the point. Gordon 
can take cattle and ship them to Montreal and it does not 
cost him anything to get them here, and when he gets them te 
Montreal he gests a rebate besides, I ship cattle to Montreal 
myself. I pay 2.1/2 cants a pound for catble, 100 head, myself | 
right here in Winnipeg. I take then to Montreal, md when the 
expenses are paid, freight to the C.P.R. was plad, we lost 


P38: : i 
‘ Mr. Middletom : Were they delayed ? 


A. ‘No. They lost pes pounds each in weight. They cost $4 er ne 
$a piece to feed. ; a 
Is net tat more a eas than the average ec" 
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| 4 “What ‘wuld remedy ‘that ? 
AY You ‘can’ stop rebating or buying cattle cheap. 


“The” Gene thing in Montreal wotild fix them in six months. 


T do not bane tho wholésilé men. I give’ thom credit for it. 
At the same time the city council does not understand its 
business. The govemment is just begiming to think that — 


there is soxothins wrog somewhere. Why ? Because we have men 


to do it. There is. the difference between the ne council — 
and the government. 
In the first pales, we have te have a public sina 


ter-house. That will cure the mole business. Get a public 
, slaughterhouse Like’ Hontroal’ and market days twice a week ~ 


Tuosdays and Thursdays for all the farmers in the sito viowie 
Carloads of sheep, cattle and hogs can come right into the 
publie market. One man has $160, another’$50 and another | 
$1000." There the man with $50 can buy as cheap as the man 
with his thousands. hore are seventy-six butchers standing: 
waiting for “the man’ with e steer to soll. Scie pooplo with 
prime beef end others with small beef. ‘Thet man has a carload 
of cattle end wants a good price for his ieete: and if Ido ~ 


“CLye tie Me sart WAP atte 6 buy from the . 
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No man can stand against Pat Burns teday. He has car- 
loads of cattle and no small mm can stand against him . 
I have dealt with him for years. I knew him in 1877, 1878 and 
in 1879. He cannot write his ow name like me. 

_. The cattle. business in this province is more impor- 
tant then the grain business . There is more money, in stock, 
horses and cattle than there is in the graiy business. But if 
you let it go a little further it will be in three or four men's 
hands and you are gone,.and the people will quit raising steck. 

We must have a public market in this city You might 

, say you can buy cattle and go te Gerdon, Ironside & Fares and 
they. will kill it. How ?. They he them over into a cor- 
ner. They might not want to kill them. I know. They killed 
for me... They refuse. sometimes, and say "We have no time." 
You camot force then to do it. They are not obliced to kill 
for you... ae | | 
At the: same time does what it likes with the smli 
men. Give people a chance to kill their om cattle. 

sian’ Put up a public slaughter-houe and public market 
for everybody. . Let them. buy one animal, or a carload an or 
carloads of thm... In Montreal the retail man sits on the 
fence and buys when he wants an animal. we will come dow the 


b next morning and want a couple of carcasses of beef. ye will 









ep dow to the market and buy a couple of cattle. ‘They will 
remove them to abattoir for 5 cents apiece. You put your mark 
i. on each, There is aman right there to receive that steck. 

Fe tells hig-man to kill that stock and put the mark on it. — 
i 1h ds peated hey so is te, hide. sad charge 50 cents for 
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' You do not have to keep a stable there to look after 
your beef. In this tow you have te keep an expensive big team 
and man’ to hook after them and there is the expense of your — 
om little slaughter -house : ae 

Put up a public slaughter-house and let the abattoirs | 
and other big men come up and fight with the small men. “y 
In the 0.P.R.Stock yards you cannot buy there. 
They have a man sleeping there and he snaps everything up. 
They charge 18 cents a pound for sirloin steak. They 
charge 12 1/2 cents a pound for round steak and lots of them 
charge 15 cents and 18 cents a pound for the best cuts. 
They charge 8 cents a pound for brisket. 
10 cents a pound fer shoulder roasts. 
10 cents a pound for chop roasts 
15 cents a pound for rib roasts and rolled roasts. 
My prices are” : 
10 cents a pound for round steak 
15 cents a pound for sirloin and porter house steak. 
10 cents for rolled roasts, no bones. 


6 cents a pound for a brisket of beef 





41/2 cents a pound for boiling beef contract. . 

That makes a big difference But I make as much money a 

as the reteil man because I kill my own beef. 
Mutton is worth 14 and 14 1/2 cents a pound wholesale 

| Tam selling mutton and lamb at 12 and 12 1/2 cents a pound, 
ee, Ai Q. Tou e@ Whote sale hegs sell at 11 and H 1/2 cents a pound. 
ee And I soll at 10 1/2 cents a poimd. y ofr | 

Bay niga. T de not blene fesse) for gobting 12 aye conti, 16 
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four to kill.. I am ep ing. to quit. They will close me up. 
met cents a 100 Ibs"Ficht along for hogs. That is more 


_ than. the abattoir men. I.an paying more than they are. 


ir. Hagar 
Q. Under the ‘existing conditions as deseribed by you it has 
put it into the hands of the wholesale wen to dictate to the 
retail men ? | 
A They should build public sac vehbarcheuada where the small 
man can buy and kill. | 
Me Middleton. : Who would control the public slaughter-house ? 
A The city could look after that. Let the butchers buy their 
stuff there. Let the wholesale men go there. They would be 
welcome. The snall man is frezen out by the city council. 
It costs just as much to keep a small slaughter-house as it dow 
to keep a large slaughter-house. They can kill a hundred head 
a day in the City of Montreal. My brother's slaughter-house 
is within 10 feet of his residence and he can killa hundred 
a day in it. I call Montreal one of the best cities in Canada 
for business. There the smallman can do business the same as 
the big man. 
“i Haggart : Where is the public market in Montreal ? 

. There are three public nerkets there. In the stock yards 
there are 2000 head of cattle. They are not sold there. | 
They are moved into the Ontario, Hochelaga and Bonaventure 
meee: Then all the sina retail men are there to buy those 
cattle. 
Q. ‘You cannot handle cattle bred on the prairie in the same way | 
A Jo, that is only an idea. There is plenty of rooms round 


ea: ane, deol round & Pintoag have » plenty of cattle. We 
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I can buy 500 head of cattle from one farmer right 
here. I can bring them in here. In the west they have 
thousands of grass steers, but they are not the class of cattle 
we have here. From Stonewall, High Bluff, etc.,you can ship 
in by the car lead. I have bought hundreds of cattle out in 
Stonewall. He drives them in on horseback. 

ir. Hageart : Explain to the commissioners how it is 
that the small man does not get even a chance in the stock yard 
Gne man has three head te sell. One man wants to buy only | 
three. There are fifty men like that. You go to the stock 


yards and you have to buy a carload. But yeu cannot de it. 





These cattle dealers come in with a carthadd. He does not want 
te sell three cattle off his car. The wholesaler is cute 
enough to see that I want to sell the whole car load. 
I do not want anpbody to take the pick of them. 
Q This public market is the remedy ? i 
A Yes. tt is not the wholesale man's fault. They buck one 
ano ther . | 

Q It is because the conditions give them an opportunity te 
charge more than they ought te charge ? | 

A Take Kobold when he was retailing and old man Gallagher. 
They wore making money then until they found out that they had 
to buy their beef dressed and then they quit the retail busi- 


ness. 
There are -soventy-ai retail men in this town and I do not 


think that ‘there are five of them worth a $1000 who are making — 
money. I know the retail business. I de not make my money — 
on mat. ote I had to make my money by i meat I would 








av 


SRE HALE LT orm omprt ois dat va Saeet 00 jae’ Stier 4 
avad yond) teaw en ul «ore ait i nih 
bo, cual -8Hy Sait ONE yet dud arose gente, to anise todd 





re 


ee son ‘ah’ ‘ie. <6 AWE obs att Lames mort sere ovedt am | 
pt Sh otstse. to abSihhist ‘tegaed | ‘eye Lo baok we ett yo BE 
Sesstontalt ‘mip ek matt davies ef . {Lowen 


saa $2 wen arierigiae tos ‘08 wilt. Ae nialgst ¢ Pima a a 
doing Weeds. oho aT escwcto S vite tap. do deol man Liew otf. + sed 


re 
- 


fade eld wi a9 unt Fae OEE rn WEY ore come. oem 


Lt ah: J nies bene etl eet eo eee. ot eval wor Sem obey 

éracar ton aenk off Eisai. SRS a wate w Telseh aietso oMtet 
atin ob ved nid Sor ‘eet. mas wit Vin plitse com! Meme 

bab lies: hase acid Siew edhe; Tt cos of ASOD 
stele io gory itt ‘Bae a ‘ebedapa dnaw doi tb i “le 


on ‘yhsne a at deabram, ob bdacy ait as 
| eid teak dy .eeY. at 





“eto eid yen toe? a a olasad 





gino tot 


Lone Oud Ae BS ROT aon) “yee we bee eeadd acd cee ed) | 





ote 57. 


Chairman If anybody requires protection it is the 
small man ? 
A Yes: But the city council does not sescin to understand it. 
Even the mayor dees not ‘scem to understand it. He is too mach 
interested in his ow hardware store. I think he is too busy 
Pe in his om affairs. If you talk to him about a thing like 
7 that he does nob seem to understand it. The city controllers 
do not secm to know anything about it. They the men who make 
the combine 
Q De you.sugzest that the city council, the municipality of 
the government. should build the public abattoir ? 
A I suggest that the municipality and the goverment get 
together and discuss the plans for a public abattoir. I 
= suggest. this : Let us meet the city council and tell it what 
; , we want. That-is- the only way to do it. 
Mr, Hagsart :.You have the same rights as llr Gordon, so why 
ao they punish you and not others ? a 
A I.do-net like to sy why. I think a great deal about it. — ie 
But I de.not want. to. say»any more. I have been a councillor 
7 | nyself for years. But I do not know why they do not let the 
i‘ | other butchers keep their om Bar ane G 
a °Q. You are not allowecd to. ? Do they persecute you ? i 
ad ythey prosecute. m,for breaches of the sanitary lawe. They 
ey Po>: They make. you suffer. , 
0 How about the Courts. ?: , th ri he weeds 
7 eet elyay a: takes ‘he other. partes One ~ ooo a 
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$5 and costs. I told the magistrate that I wanted to say 
somthing about this. He says "Five dollars end costs, total | 
Seven dollars, thirty-fivecents" That's all about it. I teld. 
him that anybody could sit down and judge like that. He stick: — 
with the other fellows. Me says "Five dollars and costs 
and go." | 

Q Why did you not appeal ? 

A That's all right. 


Q we have courts to correct erroneous judgments; that is thse 





only way open ? 
A. Yos ? A follow brousht a hog that was bruised to us and the 
inspector was right in my shop. The man cot vexed because I 
was not going to buy his hogse. I killed the hog and the in- 
specter ordered me to take it back because I would pay more ; 
for his horse . Fe wante® $25 more. I say this for the bone fit 
of the Free Press 
Mr, Campbe 11 : We would rather leave out references to the 
newspapers? 

. Why does not this Proe Press publish this stuff about me 
over a signature ? The Telegram does not do this sort of 
thing. | 


The chairman : As you are familiar with exporting ek 


Bl do you know anything of big shippors corralling or byying up 

‘ pe: — ghop space for the season ? | 

: . A ‘They buy a1] the space in the boat so that when the small 
a | man ‘comes there is no room. I know a friend of mine?whe had a 





ae and he could”#ot space on a ship. He lost $3000 
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AL Ne nan can pet a’ Yobate except the big dealer. T know thoy 
iy get e rebate. They can take cattle from this ton and sell 
“oeattle ay the’ sam price as me. They would mcke money and I 
* would lose on sig “All have pace because they caret compote . 
with’ these mn. Have | 

Q@, Wil? you give we the’ wae of your brother in llontreal, and 


- — bylaws you speak of in Wimmipeg and $t. Boniface ? | 


A? Yes, © 

Q © Suppose you bought er built a slaughiter-houce ovtette the. 

town limits ? 

A You an do nothing outside the city limite. Anybody there 
can Gomplein of 2 nuisance, And 7 have te hae ‘yweter-works 
ex sewers to kill - 

§ Q ‘Wewis this Mintreal abattoir controlled and owed ? 
AovQityi’ I am a butcher not a retail am. They do not figure 
on making money } just want their interebt. - There’ is 2 stable 

“fd 206 feetLong, It will hold 360 or 406-howl of cattle, 
“You°leave your cattle: there ata stated rate., and no more. 
“A Man looks after the stable. Another mar locks efter the 

killing.” Anybody’ has a right tohuy a bullock, A man looks 

- after that’ business.. Thoy a 1i ttle mouey par oad. A man has 

- gharge ofthe slaughter-houseaad oversoos it, T have never 

seen anything better in wy life. 

ay, ts “They have a'porvision for unsanitary “meat ening ‘on the. 

, » market ? Hardly do it between ior 

. [ Oerbdtady sy’ thoy Look tion, 

Q Did yow over havo any-exporionces in shipping pa to 

Pinet onoths other aide of the Ling.thw vhe: 
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A I ship cattle to Montreal , They make lots of money . . lily 
friends: make lots of money . I. aa not in the ring and I get no 
eis rebate, 7 do no t think they would delay shipments, howover, 

? i + was going to buy two carloads of cattle, And aman said to, ’ 
me, go slow, jy won't have to pay freight if the big man, buys. 
them’ I did not do so, there are lots of times when 1t is do 
done that way, When they take the eattle from the west it is da 
done that way. — 

Q Is there any discrimination between abattoir cattle and 4 
others? 

A When they are dressed they can buy at the same price, The 

f butcher will buy it from me at the sane price, The abattoirs | i 

do not care to dressemeat, meat, ‘They want to kill their own, * 

Q What is the effect on meat if the cattle when being hancled — ) if 





is excited? 3 . wy 
; i A Take pork Like that’, Sometimes two or three hours after | 4 
iy . the neat is-turned and is not good, a hog will turn greon tg, - 
or three minutes afterwards, you must not have thea frighten 
or disturbed, In Chicago there is a law against it und cole — is 
petling, them to keep them, In some other places, say nrefton, , 
a ye. N De, OF Boston, Mass., they are bimad bled quietly by some 


ae tool, <The mae is white and fimma Take cattle knocked dina, 


he z a da ‘eh Oke 
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ddleton ; wow are you going to prevent a big ieee. “4 
can con do it between here and Montreal Take nee 
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aby 

A Yos. They feed and water them on the car, and have a mm 
with them. Here they dump their stock in a car and let them 

“I saw yesterday a car “load of horses that had been on the 
a for twenty-four hours. If you took those horses out of the 
car they would ‘drop. They were so weak. You drive cattle down 
to the stock yards and wait for a stock car sitting on the 
fence. You wait for three days. They get nothing there to 
food. Those cattle are wild and starved. They are put even- 
tually in 2 car and stay there for time time in 24 hours. | 
Mr. Heepart : You said that mitten sold by the whilesalers at 
14 to 14 1/2 cents a pound to the retailers and you stated 
that you ‘your self sell to the public mutton at 12 1/2 cents, 
where do you get that ? 
A Right from Quebec. We have all the sumer. 
Q So you claim that you can undersell them at 11/2 to 2 
cents a pound 2 , A Yes 
Herman Kobold : Mr. lauzon imports mutten from Quebec in the 
winter season, frozen. He wishes to give this commission the 
impression that ths wholesale men is robbing the general public 
He is putting up “frozen mutton. 
Mr. Heggart : Is your mutton frozen ? , Ae HOG" 
A. Yes. iy mutton is worth 2 sents a pound more than their 
mutton. , ee 
Mr. Kobold : “A Tt wish to bring out is ‘that his is frozen 
mutton and ‘the vholesalers* is fresh. . | 
Mr. “Heggsart Pies ‘you sar by weight what do’ you pay ? 
tt t bought three heifers last Thur sday for $25 apiece. I paid 
Be a pies for calves. I think the best ‘plan is to pp round 
‘ond. ‘see the price ab ny place. oe : 
Qo Fee’ Gorton, Drans sie ogi 
| Bo Wetk, Mey ban ot oi) tly rine 2 
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Q You bought these cattle in the steck yards ? 
A Some of them, I have paid 4 and 5 cents a pound 
Q I understand that you have difficulty in buying from the 
stock yards ? 
A Yes, but I°can sét a car load sometimes, I epnerally get 
what they do not want I have to stay there all the time. 
They have their ‘phone are and can soe a car load of catttle 
coming in. | 
Q De you mean that the controlling elements of the steck 
yards are ruming them in the interests of the wholesalers ? 
A Yes Suppose you tmvo a car load of cattle coming in, The 
wholesalers will be there. 
Q The wholesalers do not control the stock yards ? 
A No, but there is nobody else there to buy. 
Q The stock yards belong to the C.P.R. ? A Yes 
Q And the exporter and ape tet is aaa to use them ? 
A Yes . 
Q That importer or ik. is a man you can deal with ? 
A Yes’ ie 
Q And he can sell to you or any other person at a less price ? 
A You have got to have the same place to keep and kill cattle. 
You have no place like than now. Wo use for the by-products. 
Q° Ts there no material, blood, etc.,that can be made use of ? 
AS Yess That is there 5 you ean all these things in good shape 
in ‘the’ public abattoir. “You would get the full benefit of 
your @attle. In Mth ‘they to not wente oe pueoe or the 
manure . thers wi vYeagon for 
The ohairman f Does the ¢.P.R-own in control ‘the stock yards 
or do they farm’ them out to anybody ee ee 
Bi “Taye Gordon, Ironside & tares any steok ee of their own? 
i ia - Well, they can get all ‘the ‘roan for. stock that they want, | 
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shied . “RICHARD UGK, having oe duly sworn deposed as. ‘tole 
lows : TOUR. MAGGART | ne 
Q You are a farmer, ond Sis raiser and cattle dealer ous ; +a 
— Baia 
| Q ‘You farm as well as buy and sell cattle yet gorge eer, 3 


c And you live in Rockwood, and ne chave Lived there tor 
how manly years a 

A Vor 25 years. we | 
: In the cattle trade, that is, raising cattle and dealing 1 t 

















them to,a considerable extent ? A Yes ae 
Q “You gradually slipped into the trade as it were ? we 
A ‘Yes , 

— Q De you raise cattle 2 A Sone 
q And you buy from the farmers ? A Yes 
Q And you sell to the trade ? Ri Yes” 
Q And you fedd cattle ? ke ee 
Q You stallfood thm ?, A dates a 
Q Taising the food on your ewn farm with which you feed 4 o 
A Yes. 


q. ‘hnd for some years you hacve been in that busine ss et Ee a 


i, th ‘an 8 


- 1S. 
ae y gh Fe 


Q About vat proportion do you raise ad vat proportion d 
uy to the cattle you intend to raise F 
ty. E tye Ae a Galt tig 
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Q About how many cattle did you ship last year? 
A $ince thr pirst of danurary, nine “car loads Last year 15 
car Loads, I ship about 15 car loads, 
Q You buy from the farmers in what locality» 
A Rockwood district end Shoal Lake District 
Q Do, you buy by the beast or by the pound¢ 
A Roth, That is unfinished cattle, Ry the beast I never buy 
by the pound + buy by the pound such as is fattened. 
Q You do not always buy by the pound? A No 
Q You prefer to buy on foot by the piece ? 
A No; .sometimes you can buy cheaper by the pound 
Q You-can tell »ithin 20 pounds of the weight of an animal 
pretty near ? A Yes 
Q You buy as cheap as you'can and sell as cheap as you can ? 
hk Yes 
Q. Are you tied. to any instutions in Winnipeg? 
A. No; I am free of them all 
Q Describe the modus operandi of your business? 
A If Ishave'a couple ‘of car loads 1 very often go into win- 
nipeZeand describe: what Ihave got.and they tell me what they 
will give me before my ‘cattle has left 
Q They accept your description of the cattle? <A Yes 


You describe them so that aman kmows what: he is buying ? 


Q 

A 

Q adie ipt ime jateers landvdomecdairy cows: 2 sy 

A. Yes, Old cows, light steers, well finished steers, and the 
same with the cows, 

Q You told them-you had avcar load Pi’ 2.) ~~ A Yes” 

Q He whom do you sell ? | | 

A J.B,Lauson, Gallagher, Holman, Lafrance, Company, Gordon, 
Ironside & Fares and Griffin, 
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& Lg suppose you & Pres one to the other to got the best price? 
A Yes , a na: Sei iu 
Q as, there any arrangenant botwean these whélesalers by which — 
they, ofter the same prices per ‘pound ? 3 a 
A Ho, I lave found the prices vary. a 
Q What would epvern the price : 
A The demand and supply governs it. Lat year when all the trad 
trade vas broken up with the snow blockades Stonewall was the is | 
only place, where ‘cattle could be got from end I got my om oN 
price almost. 2 bo 
ee Q vave you ever found any indications of a combine of any ia 
| in this meat trade ? A No ‘ 
‘ Q You are dealing with all the wholesalers ? | | ee , 
A With all of then. a ‘a 
Q Then you are selling a car lead you are certain that Bary a 
a abattoir does not offer one and the same price ? 
A ilot always. They do some tines. They have a fixed price soy 
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» & Your consi gument consists of one car load ? 
A Sanotimes two or three. g eC wR 
Q You have heard of the troubles of the sil Lueee ti tho 
stock yerds as described by Mr ‘Tauzon ? That they camot 


tis right. ae oule ‘not care about selling to smell 
, I would not got t the same price for the belanee._ Be q ies 
sunt! load. Ven one man are | he expects ¢ se 
e _ Fe would probably bid me cane dom ¢ 
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66 
Q The quality of the animals in that car might vary ? 
A They cortainly do. Some would be fit for expert and sane 
would not. Perhaps there was en old bull. 
Q What price have you got this year on the average ? 
A I think.I sold from $3.90 to $5.45. 
Q And as to the price in 1906 ? 
A Four and Trese-quar tons was the best I oot. 
Q And what was the lowest ? 
A Down as low as two end a half--srass fod becf.. 
Q You sell crass fed and and stallfed ? ? A Yes 
9 $tallfed brings mere 7 
A Always. 
Q Now much difference ? | 
A I got $2.90 for them before they went into the stable and I 
could get as much as $5.45 for them when fit. | 
Q What was the difference in the stallfed and that taken off 
the erass--would you get any difference ? 
A You got mere for the stallfed animal every time. Nearly a 
cent anyway. 
Q The only buyers in Winnipe.g are those you have mentioned ? 
A. lla, there are others. They are Jews. There is David Fim, 
There is the Western Pagking company 
Q Nave the Jows abattoirs ? 
A. No, they get them killed at the abattoirs. They buy by the 
car load from me and take it to the abattoir to be killed 
and sell it te their own trade. Jews will not eat meat unloss 
it has been killed by themselves 
Q. Have. these whdlesale men any advantage in ade over the 
rotailer or other ihen like Firm an) these others ? 
A Mot unless he be a small dealer who carmet often handle a 
m ceri landyo 12 he camot handle a car load he could not do busi~ 
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67. 
Q Can you offer ay suggestions te the commissioners 3 as & 
practical mm can you give them any ? 
A I thik M Lauzon's idea is a very good one, that of public 
slaugiter-houses. I hnve thought that out, 
Q Should it be run by the governnent or the mmicipality ? 
A I think the city should run it, myself. 
Q Any other observations ? 
A Yo. I cannot say that I have. Generally speaking I have 
felt that I have always bem fairly well treated except when 
a lot of cattle is in ; then you camot complain when a lot af 
catile isin, 
Q The complaint is tet tie f armer is not eel a square 
deal 2 ? 
AI & do not Imow. 
Chairman ; As a result of your experience de you think that te 
conditions today in the district in which yeu livo is such 
that thoy. do not oncourags the raising of cattle @ 
A Teannot say altogether that it doos. Take for instance, 
thore are a lot of people who do not make out of their cattle 
what they should. On tho other hand, there are men out there 
who are making good ad are staying with the business, Thay 
are the men who understanl how to feod. 
Q Do you think that some are discouraged by the state of the 
trade ? A Yes 


q. Da,you think that a public abattoir would restare confidenc? © 


AT believe: it wee vera: to an at would croate more 
q. “Tou aro the Bi buyer and aig cattle at your om ae ? 


; a " re, To, there are lots of buyers from the city. Waltons are 
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ir, ers 68. 
Q You never arrange with any other buyers to keep out of that 
district ? A Wo . 
Q You do not ie of any “such arrangement ? 

A No. It is hard to keop track of the buyers. They come out 
free the city and take up a car load and ep in. Er ‘ea 
Q ight there not be some arrangement between the wis: on 
the north ‘country that the producers would werk smat mhendkmrt 
lnow and not you ? | F | 
A I am satisfied that there is none out there at all. og at ; 
should know of it if there was. I have the quality of cattle 
and always eet the price. | it 
Q ‘You cm always have for the market what the market wants ty 
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A You do not got cattle as good off the grass. oye 
Chairman : What would the result be if all the farmers vent 2 
into business the same as you ? Sa 
A If more went into it tho same as me it would do away with 

o 


the depression of prices. There is a whole lot of cattle \ . . 





dumped on the market not fit for export. If you have cattle | he 
: 





fit for export you are Andependent of the local mrket. 
itr Raggart : It is unfair cattle that keops down the price ? 
A Yes. | 7 

Chairman : You have no individual greivance prot 7% 
A No. | ) ee 


ime Ep Vhrce 


Madoton : Tae you ever shipped any cattle ee yen 
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69. 


7 tt being nooy the Commissioners adjourned until 2 
o*clock the same afternoon when the procacdings were ‘osunod. 


Lah: 


4 > 
»" 


ia - BORGZ LAWRENCE, having beon duly sworn deposed as io 
follows - ) 
TO MR. AGGAR? 4 
Q You were a Kowa util six er seven years ago in tend tobe 9 2 
A Yes, though on the other side of the line. I never farmed | 
in Maniteba. I was here in 1883, I farmed in the Dakotas end 
T‘came ‘back here, I amin the rotail. Mr Iauzon has ex 
plained the state of the trade as well as anybedy I have 0 heard af 
yot. His proposition is all right. , 


ay 
e 


TO THE CHAIRMAN + ‘ie 
Q. How long have you been in this part oof the world 7 | ta 
A Since 1883 . a 
Q You heard ‘all of Mr Lauzon's evidence ? A Yes | n 
Q According to your experience do you corroborate all that 

ho says? | A Yes sige 


Q Do you cmsider the remedy that he proposes the best ? io 
A The best yet. [t is a good square deal all right. We ie 
have the samé in the old country where I come from. et 
@ The pee ier you have is the oe the retailer a) 
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‘Q t is the vingtest':t 


A, Yes. Aman gets 2 1/2 cents a pound, but he may be liable 
to get 5 cents a pound. 

Q You have no evidence te give en your ow account ? 
A Iwill second ite, lauzon's motion any time. 

My. Middleton : Have you had any experience in shipping cater 
A Wo.” | a 2 te 


; . JON W PARKER, having been duly sworn deposed as 
follows :. 
TO UR. -HAGGART 
Q You are a farmer and | you have lived and farmed at La 


— 


galle for about thirty years ° 
A For thir ty-five years 


Q And your business is grain growing and stock ? eis 
A Particularly stock 


Q ave you been in this steck raising business all the time 


you have been farming ? ier 


~ZF 
a 
= 


A Yos, all the time, and I used to buy beef for concerns. _ 


“ee 


Q You are grazing stock on your farm for sale to butchers . ie 


and stock farms % | a ay ) ee 
A. Yes. I used to carry 120 hoad. Now it is about eighty or a 
ninoty. re | a RL: 
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Th; 
Q I do not want to cross-examine you but you have seen the 
extracts from the order-in-council appointing this commission 
and you lmew the extent and scope of this investigation ? 
A Yes 
Q Give us fully but briefly your views of the trade from your 
standpoint as a producer ? 
A Wy views for 34 years ? In the old times we considered the 
butchers had a combination. I will give you an instance. Of 
course, all knew each ather in those times. I hed a great 
deal to do with butchering cattle. There used te be an arrange 
ment amongst the local butchers. They had a certain price and 
no ethers would ever enter into competition. Even if you 
brought a lead or two or three loads to the market they would 
agree not to under- bib or pver—bid each other. I paid a fair 
price. They found out and seid I would suffer for it. 
Q Combines are not of recent grewth ? 
A Wo. They are offering 2 3/4 cents and 3 cents for beef. 
And there is no mm that will raise animals for that. To raise 
bee f at that price is suicidal. Toda# there are large far- 
mers who used to keep a large stock in that country, now they 
have not even a cow. There is ten times the puwpulation and not 
ene-tenth the stuff here that there was 25 years ago. 
Q You state that as a fact that the farmers are going out of 
the business ? A Yes 
Q Give the the names pat some of those farmers in your 
mmicipal ity of Wacdonald ? 
Ao dy do not think that there is a single stock farmer in the 


i si whélo of that district now. I am in it still unfortunate ly. 






s come ny way. Last ane I Had 15 or 18 head of cattle 
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, 
Q Were they grass fed or stallfed ? | 
A Crass. At ‘last I got one buyer t o cane out, and he trac- | 


‘tHoally made an offer, a very small offer. Then I applied to 


some of the contractors round there and I said to the ia "5.4 , 
will finish you beof, first class quality at a half or one cent 
a pound less than ‘the buyers", and they accepted my offer and 

I got 50 per cont more than T would have got had I sold then to. 
a regular buyer. 
Q That is on excep tional market ° , A Yes 
0. ‘Tt was for tunate in your case 2 | 
iy Yes. T oot practically 56 ver cent more than they would 
pay 3 I think the whole beef trade is controlled by Gerdon, ‘ 
Tronsidex & Fares. 
0 You have no positive eyidence of it ? 
A No { pretty hard te get that. In this case Cordon, Ironside 


& Fares sent ont ‘their buyer about three years ago. At last I 


t 


came to an agreenent with him and we shipped a car lead on a 
certain agreemnt I think it was 3 cents a pound, ari I did not, 
Like it at that. The agreenent was that these cattle were to” : 
be weigied the night they reached Wimipeg. We had te drive 

i 


them 8 or 10 miles to be shipped that evening. They then A 
would have shrunk for 24 hours kftor weighing that evening. ay - 


ae 


‘They held them 16 or 17 more hours, and they weighed what was — 
left of them. They ‘were 40 hours without food or water. They q 


“wore ‘living, that is all. "The bones were there. That is the ; 
‘first and last deal I had with Gordon & Ironside. They were 3 
“sh irinking fe for 401 hours vi thout ued ay Watdr. °° oe rat asa! 
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73 
A I sold in that year what I vind not give to the buyers. I 
carried over all the others. I might have sold te my neighbours 
Kagkh sua had a tmzem prices. I wanted a decent price, say 6 ~ 
cents a pound. I would not take any 3 or 4 cents. I used to 
buy cattle for lumber concerns in the east and I used to 
dress cattle and I know what percentage it makes. 
Q You are satisfied, although you have no evidence of it, that 
the trouble lies with the abattoirs, with Gordon, Ironside & 
Fares ? Do you leave out Gallagher, Holman, Lafrance Compmy,. 
Griffin and Kobold ? F 
A I do not leave out any. I think there bg one who is in the 
combination but I. will not mention him. | 
Q You think that is where the trouble is, not among the far- i 
mers or retailers ? ae 
A No, the retailer would be fair if allowed to be so. 
Q Thinking over the matter as you naturally would, what re- 





comnenda ti en would you make ? 
A If you get proof of a combination and you get these men, 
two years with hard labour ; they are ruining the cattle trade. | 
Q In the event of there not being sifficient evidence to Bue | 
nish them, what would you recommend ? | 
A I think a public abattoir would break the power of a combi- — 
nation | 3 g 
ie q THR yau"ab Ht know whether it should be established by 
| ‘the: government or by the city ? 
Ae 1 believe the city of Wirmmipes. 
Q You do not know vhat would be amcattar'y in the Parents 
‘of a public abattoir ? | i 


a 


Digi T think a should be a pies nore a man once an 4 a 
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e A en got more for stellfed animals than for grass fed. 


see al FMA, 


Te, 


Q You feel so 2 yey 

A We know. There is no feeling about it. I take three or for 
men and I always dirve the cattle. I always make my bargin _ 
before I drive: the cattle in 


Q What do you say as to competition ? a 

A In these now there is no competion. I always keep a lot of 
hogs. from eighty to a hundred. I sold mine to a butcher in~ 
tom some time ago, about. three weeks ago, at 10 cents a pound, — 
dressed weight. I met aman the day before yesterday. Mine 


- dressed 180 ; his dressed 156. He says"I know what they 


are worth dressed, say M@ er 11 cents. Guess wet I got for 
them, I had to take 61/2 cents.". There is no competition. 
That price 61/2 cents on foot’ was hardly equal te 8 cents 
dressed. : : 
Q Do you mean to-say that 6 1/2 cents a pound on foot is equ 
to & cents a pound dressed ? . a 
A Yes, a difference of 1 1/2 cents. A A wel lbred a wild cross | ; 
from 76 to 80 pounds. I have weighed hogs for 30 or 40 yours. “i 
Q the market as to so is the sane as the market at sheep | 
and beot ? 


oA Yes. 


Q Tough there axe not many shoep raised ? 

A There are none. 

Q There is not much grass fed eattte on the nar ket this. year a 
A Mo/ In one case, a Swede, Burns’ buyer was higher, mtr 
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i The last cattle I sold wes to an independent buyer. 
He sald "I. will give you$16 a head more for them, He sold 
them to Gordon & Ironside. He paid me 4 certs a pound, That 
was five or six years ago. He was buying them for shiyment. | 
He did not make much money on that. ye took the cattle on 2 
average. He told me afterwards that he did not get as much 
from Gordon & Ironside as ho paid me. re paid me 4 cents and I 
will only get 2 cents now. 
Chairman & Under the conditions today the expense of raising 
them is far more ? 
A Yes. land is worth a tremendous deal more. Men are paid 
three times as much for wages. Hay is doar. 
Mr, Middleton : Is.it on account of the high wages ete ? 
A Qn account of high wages and. lew prices. 
Q Are not the prices high 2 
A Two and 2 B/4, 1 saw in the paper. The r paners ohm quo te 
3 3/4, But. if you come in here you are offered 2 21 My 
If they are.only paying 2 cents there is not much = 
Q What is the lowest paying price that cattle can be produced 
ar. ? te th 
Ay een ras three ae a. half, 
Q If, they pay 3 1/2: you ought to. get dressed beef. at 6 cents? 

A About that. . si 
Q And that roe leave sutficion’ profit. for the butcher and 
retailer ?... 
Ay i siaistei es, not be more than 6 or 6 1/2, 
The real cost of a dressed carcass will come to Gor 6 1/2, A 
_ wollbred steer will dress to 55 per cent of dressed mat, It 
depenis.on the breed of the cattle. 
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; A That is right. A poorly bred animal will not go so far. 

| “Q It would be good business to increase the grade of stock ? 

“a Yes, but we do a great deal of dairying. ‘The beof on the 

. | loins and the higher priced pieces of beef of a wellbred short 

| horn has a larger average than any other beef, ers niet 7 

bi the polled Angus. 

P Q" At what price por pound would you expect to sell pork for t. 

: A To’ induce farmrs to @ into pork raising, live weight from 

6 to 7 ae; Pat Bums before he went west and vbecame a 
millionaire started business in St. Boniface with frozen wheat 

"He said"vhat “have you got for your pork 2" I said "Bight 

- cents dressed. I pay 35 cents for frozen wheat". He said :"I 


é pay 26 cents for frozen wheat." We are feeding barley at 50 





e ets end I ated there is nothing in it.. Now, 16 cents ei 
| a pound for xaksing pork will not pay a farmer for raising pook 
- . Same: year ago when I hac a good deal of hogs te sell in the” 
spring I came into toi to, sell them, and I was offered a 
certain price. I happened to know of two car loads from tho 
wost shipped through to Toronto. They wore stopped here in | 
ci Vhmipeg and the omers were paid two conts a4 pound more thats 
o ; was paid on the local market. 
: Chairman : How éo you account for that ? HY OE 3 
A’ The butchers adwitted that they needed these hogs. They 
said : We had to have these hogs and had to pay the price. © a 
MrHageart + Did you ever ey to sell er ‘eattle to ne m 
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AL I tried that the last two or three years. There are 


difficulties in the way. I sold to a butcher in tom here. He 
offered me a fair price but I cannot got them in here te the 
market. 

Q. The ratat? butcher may be tied to the abattoir so that ae 
carmot deal with the farmrs ? 


... sat ae 


A Yea, we know it, but we know many things that we cannot an 
Qo. a you kill two | or three animals and bring them to town 


and offer the carcasses for sale to these retail butchers would 


‘you likely run across a fair market ? 


A. No, unless we take half what it is wrth they will not buy 

it from us. 

Q You are suspicious that there is a combination a the 
retailers ? i 
A No, but they dare not pay more than the price the abattoir 
states. I camot prove it, but we all know it. We have @icous 
sed it with neighbours : 
Q Farmers" beef not killed in a proper killing house would 
not be as attractive as abattoir beef where they have all the 
facilities 2 : a 
A No, some grass. fed beef is inferior, I am always particular 
m, self | 

Q ‘There is “ad a , farmer here who will admit that they camot 
kill as well as the abattoir men. Do you think there woul d 
be the aitfersnos, Pict a cent between , farmers killed beef and 


or pehane half a cent. I know butchers here are i 
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A let of the meat should be fed to the degs ad pigs--sows 
that welstill in young only fit for carrion. He took and 
weighed them on his ow scales and I saw such sold as first sit 
class pork. 
Q Is there anything more ? 
A Well, you ought to get hard labour for some of these men. 
You ought te have established a public abattoir and market, 
properly controlled and inspected, so that the people cannot 
buy diseased beef. It would be very much to the benefit of 
every stock men in the country | 
Q Your idea is to presecute as well as te remedy ? 
A Yes, prosecute 
Q Have cattle slaughtered in the public abattoir 2 
A Yes, and inspected, and if old cattle were sent, they could 
be sold for what they were worth. I would like to have then 
prosecuted. I would like them te get 2 years hard labour. 
Although I would not like te see Jim Gorden fer mere than 
sight hours a day on the treadmill. 
The Chhirman : Whe would advise should finance this Pepe: 
abattoir ? . 
A. It would not be me, Hither the government or the city. 
It would be a great benefit to the city. It would be of more a 
benefit to the city than the public wood yard they are tal-: | 
king about. Beef is the main industry. 


o>. MATTHEW HOUGHTON, a been duly sworn 1 deposed as 
follws. he 
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raising particularly. I am stock raising now. My herd is 
7 thirty head now. rt is particularly for dairying purposes 
Q You have animals for sale ? A Yes 
Q How do you dispose of them ? 
A I bring them in and sell them to the ahattoirs or butchers 
I know there is no market here. The farmrs have to cane in end 
' sell for what they are woffering. for them, All farmers! A om | 
duce , dewn te hay } everything that grows on a farm, | 
Q Your cattle would be cows ? , 
A No, I never offer them for beef. I sell them for dairying — 
purposes. I generally sell some fat bulls. I never let the 
cows get to that stage. 
Q For a bull you have to get whatever price you can ? 
A Yes, I understand that. That is the reason I will not ge — 
in for beef. 
Q The conditions now are practically the same as they were 
years ago ? 
A Yes, as far as I can see. 
Q Can you suggest anything to the commission ? 
A I would for one thing. There should be a market established — 
in Wimipeg for all farwrs' produce. A farmer cones into f 
Winnipeg and he simply has nothing to say about the price. | 
He sre’ te ene man with hogs. He will offer you a price and 
you can travel over the vhole of the city of Winnipeg and never 
got any more. I used to raise sheep in the west years ag, but 
‘vhen I moved into the Wimipeg district I was too close to 
raise sheep here. a offered them for sale. I told two or 
| butchers that T was going to sell my lambs. One came | 
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78 | ‘ 
sea them and that they were not gping dom. It looked as if 
they had agreed on ‘the price, I had twenty lambs. I was six 
miles from the city. | 
The Chairman 3: 
Q Just one man went out and so realized that some one vould 7 
have to pay for that trip , to look at it from the viewpoint of | 
; | a fuxmar buyer ? Say six men drove out and no deal was made, 
| would you be in favor of that condition continuing or would you 
be in favor of a market here with a municipal eng provincial | 
abattoir ? 
A For the bene fit of the country it should be a public casket 
and abattoir as well---a place where a farmer can bring in a 
fat cow or a milch cow and everybody who wanted to buy could 
bid. How did these butchers lnow about my lambs. One came 
down and looked at the animals and the others never came. 
there must have ‘been a ring. 
Q The disposition of our age is ta eliminate the waste of 
competition ? 
A ¥y looked funy to me. 
* Q ‘We have got to regulate that. Your opinion is that a a 
mi public market and. abattoir would be a regulator ? A Yes 
Q There is no way thet you could compel them to. g0 out and 


- look at your lambs ae og 
A No, but it shows to "9 that there is sien iets wrong. 
they must haye known that one man came out and that i must 

aN te price, or leave it and keep the lambs. i 











TE as bedoat a sued copit bee icy ‘Tes welt 968 ; 
fis wi I adie yinowd Sal 1 .eslry of no beengs had. yanit : 
| atx | | twhe wi ck a b 
Biunw! ety ose dod Secitont 0 2 ba tvo oncom m0 S110 a ge aia 
Mo-decto que ty ae amet $d de took ot oqtsé tad? tot we of ove ve 
athe Raw. Teoh act Brie due ewwrb em xte ye Y seoM. erat | i 
Ciaran ae 1 ‘BAtenite ties andt S09, helo to ttovet mt od OD Re 


Ecksains ty tena Lest s atte ered defiant 2 to 19rcl a Ie 

: ce si ahteds 

Pages: rae 6 od Blvore gt eines avid 0. diene orl? i A 

cetyd ney rarest @ evedw onglg a-nILow as niotathe as 

eet res bee oF Sod ane ec) Ubory aye hiss 9 doLtm Yt We vo dst 

eres. 610 .gdoie! yar diese worsl stedosid eo ai Ris va. bid 
dues Melon ato ott how atenten ext ba baleod bra mwob 

Bake & need eyes wae etedy 


are ane oeatastis of ai aga tum to pokttooya tb off, p j 





| a oe ‘ed poat hedoal it a a saa 
ee tats aa sk a Hatt staliger a $3 vsti, w é aid f 








ie ; : 79 
Mr. Middleton : Would the farmer take advantage of this public — 
| market to feed more stock ? 


A I think they would . I think the farmer is that class of 

man that if you got a remedy he would take advantage of it. 
At present the farmer in Wimipeg cannot make money from less 
than 8 to 106 cents live weight. Nothing surprised me so 

much as when we have to pay so much for a reast or a steak. 

I pay 12 1/2 cents a pound if I want a piece of beef. ) 


<= ee 7 = = _— 
= oa ee 
a i : 


CHARLES T CHARREST, having been duly sworn deposed as 
follows to 
TO UR. HAGCART : 
Q. You are a member of the firm of Charrest & Bartram, doing 
business as retail butchers on Main street in the city of 
Wimipeg 2 ih A Yes. 


ee ee an a eee» 


- 


ae 
on 


Q How long has your firm been doing business ? 

A For nine years 

Q Your shep is one of the largest retail shops in Wimipeg 2 
AI believe it is ; 

Q ‘You cater to the best trade in Wirmipeg? A ‘Yes | 
Q That is, people who are likely to buy tho bost meat ? ae 
A Yes nae 
Q 


And in rod numbers what is about your turnover oe “the 


‘yoar---<ivo us an idea 2 
A ai think last year it was $80,000 or $90,000 for the 
1 street place. I have also two branches---Por tage aveme 

1 No wood. The se figures : are yay for the one on Mein 
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80 
From whom do you get the most of your meats 2 
From butchers, principally from Gordon & Ironside 
Do you buy from any other sources ? ‘A Yes 
What other sources ? 
Any one who offers us the quality of meat we want 
| You are not obliged to buy from Gordon & Ironside ’ 
No , . 
You are practically independent of them ? A Yes 
You buy from them an the interests of your business ? 
Yes, an and we can get anything we want from them . Anything 
we buy from the outside is simply a pickup. . 
Q This large abattoir has on hand always what you require ? 
A Yes | 
: Q If you are dependent on farmrs or these butchers who have rm f 
no abattoirs, such as Fim, who kill in the abattoir ani sell 
the meat you could not rely on them at all times 2 
A Ne 
Q It would not suit your business ? 
A It would not 
Q It has been freely charged here that there exists some com= <f 


Q 
A 
‘ 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


; ‘ 


: bination by which prices are fixed, what do you say as te that? 
A Ido not think that there is. I have no knowledge of it. | 
re. tt may be that some times-~-~ 


h Q Are you speaking of your own knowledge ? 
A Itis my own knowledge in a way. Sometimes I got it 
through | a traveller. He ‘might offer me meat at a certain price — 
and T night say “that T will get it aba little less. ‘And they e 
others are sel Ling at the same price. There must have 
collusion. ed eo not think that ste done 
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Q Do you buy from the other abattoir man ? 
A Yes, J.Y.Griffin, the western Packing company 
Q ‘Ts there any understanding, arrangement or agreement 


between you or any one of these parties you have mentioned 


<1 


that you shall sell at a certain price any comnodity ? 


A No 
zs Q Gordon & Ironside in selling to you do not fix the price 
| at which you are to retail ? A Mee 
Q Nor Griffin & Company ? A No. 


Q Nor the Western Packing company ? 

| A No. They never attempted to dictate te us at any rate 
Q you are praef perfectly free to charge such prices as you 
like? | A fen 
Q Is there any arrangement, agreement or understanding between 
you or your firm and the other retailers as to the fixing or | 
establishing of prices by you all ? A io 
gi refer to all kinds of meat ? | 


A I understand 


Q Neither verbal nor written ? A No a 
Q You are an officer of the Retail Butchers Association ? 
q A Yes 


Q You are the president of that association 2? : a an 
Si No, past pre sident , ie Lie é | an 
e Who is president, now 1? ‘ i ¢ | 
e 6. Z .Macpherson. T went out of office . in February, last i 


ets Nay 


> was elected in agp lass. 
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treasurer of the retail butchers’ section. 


Q And the books and minutes of that retail butchers’ section — ) 


are available for eur inspection ? 


A I think they would be. They are in the hands of the general 


secretary, W.A.Coulson. Me is away. He has just left a steno~ 


. ’ 


geapher in his office. 


Q Can you produce these books ? Remember, the contents of - 


u 


them will not be made public or divulged, but simply for inspec 


tion by the commissioners and myself. 

Mr Coulson would but he is out of tom 

You carmot get them and produce them yourself ? 
‘I would not like to undertake that. 


€2 5 PR -€> i-p™ 


meeting te produce them ? 

A You might get. the permission of the president. Mr Coulson 
will be home on the 10th.,when I presume you ih: be meeting — 
here again. 


i Q..ds it the business of this retail butchers seen 


to fix prices ? ete No. 

Q What is the object ? pe, 

A The primary object is to facilitate collections. ibst of 
the butchers got to together and to regulate the cgi 
business Coulson said we should join his association. They 
under ta ke to collect all our accounts and we pay a fee each 
year Hh also meot in their board room and disouss pate 


Could you not call a meeting and get instructions from that 1 


7 
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together and. bought a car of wrapping paper on which we saved a 
difference of $3. 75 a. hundred ; 

. & os is for the mutual bene fit of the members in these respect 
that you have mentioned ? 
A Yes that is all. 
Q The regulation of prices and the percentage of oo are 
not discussed by the association ? é 
A No, such prices as are discussed is when we compare both the 
buying and selling prices. Then some may have a little dis-— 
cussion. On that we compare prices. But I think if you visit a 
retail placesin the city bee will not find half a dozen ae 
at, the sane prices 
Chairman : I read in an article in a local paper that mat went | 
up a 1A of a cent in every shop at the same time, was thab 7 
united action ? 
AF would be inclined te say that the statement was not true 
The wholesale price might have gone up a quéarter of a cent 
The retailers would not move for a quarter. We never moved 
until it went up 2 1fe cents. I an speaking for my own firm 

— We found that conditions and prices were not getting lower ee 

higher and we simply had to make a raise then. 

Q You have heard these farmers" grievances. Have Ui By had © 

any offers from faruers to sell on foot ? A Yes 

Q By railway car lodds or individual animals ? 

AY Individuals. Farmers in the neighbourhood of Winnipeg. | | 
They were putting us to a lot of trouble. We do not buy mon i 

y. Thore is not much in it. If a farmer has good 

he can got a a are at the Byetteirs: . If a farmer 
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| | 84 
Q ys there any arrangement between your firm and the other — 


“ 


retail firms, or between your firm and the buyers that you 
shall not buy these animals on foot from the farmers ? 
A No oe £55 
Q Nor to your knowledge that any retail butchers shouldbe | 
re strained in any way from buying the se animals ? at such 
price as they like 2 No — F 
Q Would ; you say that every butcher has the age i, buy sg a 
he likes ? | a a 
A He certainly has the right a, 


Q But they are not restrained by any organizations, under~ 
standing or agreement A He a | 
Q You are a practical man, take a piece of paper---now take a 
carcass of beef such as you purchase every day in ‘the year , an 
ordimry carcass of becf, and show us what you pay for it te $ 
the abattoir and the disposition you make of it to retail, a. 


and detail the prices for each aoe part bof meat and 


the total ? : . 
AF expected that que stion and I came prepared, I take a — a 


side of beef. This individual instance actually happened er si 
I cut up a carcass. The side tea 525 pounds THis boot 

cost 8 1/2 cents per pound , that is $27.63. The front a 3 
auarter weighed 164 pounds and the hind quarter 161 pounds, | 
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Round and rump together, 52 lbs at 12 12¢ 6.50 
Rump steak, this is the first two or three | 
cuts off the loin, sold to boarding houses, 
; Qlbsatl5c | le 35 
loin, 53 1bs at. 20. 10.60 
A a 
fe f wy 88 





There is a cut above the shank which is sometimes 


sold at steak, it is ptetty stringy, 8 lbs 


85 
Shank end there is abone in the shoulder which 
is sold as soup meat, at 3c a lb 51 2 
Plate or brisket 37 lbs at 7c 7. 59 
Shoulder roast 17 lbs at 9 C ls 53 
Prime ribs, 25 1/2 lbs at 15 ¢ 3.82 
Chuck, thick ribs & shoulder , 55 lbs at 10c 5.00 
Neck, 29 Ibs at 6¢ 1 74 
iret joint in neck 2 lbs at 212 6c .05 
$13.55 
Hind Quarter. 
Flank 14 1/2 lbs at 5c 1G Te 
Suet, 3 lbs at 10 ¢ 30 
Shank 20 lbs at 3 ¢ 60 


| ‘i 432 dbs pow weighs 320 1/2 patti It is less the ¥ 
7 waste in cutting it up into 14 pieces. From this little waste — 
> seo what it would bo if wo have to cut it up into fifty ; 
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86. 

Double $34.43 for the whole carcass end you gt 
$68.86, and $13.60 is the profit, or a little less than | 
25 per cont. 
Qe Or how much a pound on the average ? You paid out & 1 tare 
cents a pound what was it sold at on the average ? 
A.1 7/A0c.per pound pifofit. 
Q Amd am I right then when I say that you paid for that 
carcass at 8 1/2 cents a pound and sold it at an average of | 
16 1/5 cents per pound ? A Yes 
Chairman : The profit is 2 9/100 cents per pound . 
Mir Hagpart : Practically you have a profit of 2 cents per 
pound ? | A Yes 
Q Take a hog and wake a similar statement will you as to 
the purchasing and disposition of that hog ? 
A I could not do that. I would have to cut up my hog. 
I will be glad if the comuissioners would come down and I an 
cut up a hog for them a 
Q What de you say as to ie profit on pork as compared te pete 
A Tho profit on pork is a little surer than the profit on beet | 
q Why ? BO 4. i 
A We can dispose of pork surer than we can beef. Prices ery 
in‘beef? to much. In pork they only vary from 3 to five. 
Q Is ita bigser prafit ? Aes 
AU Yes, I think we have a slightly larger percentage 


Q. Da you get your pork all from the abattoirs ? A Mo 
Q. Whore did you get it 


aa 


| : @ Wo | buy tet often from the fanners 
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a Does he canvass different shops for the price ? 
A iy is optional with him. If he dogs not like my price he 
can 50 to the next one. 






Q Is there any arrangement ‘between you aad the other retailer 






as to the price you shall give the fanmer for his pork T 
AU No | ! 
Q. You have no slaughter-house 2 A No mG 


Q You are not dee ling with the farmers by reason of any under oo 








standing with any of the members of your trade ? 
A. I an not | x | | ie 
Q You | have. heard what the farmers say that a man has ito take 
what the fir st bu teher offers hin, tha b it is useless furthe 
to ‘continue his canvass for prices ? | ae 
A x do not think that is true. I have know instances whe re 
I havo given an offer for veal or pork and they did not take — 
t and they fared better. I may have had enough. Or it ce | 
have beena heavy hog weighing 250 or 300 pounds. I would » 
















a light hog. If he took my price I would take a chance on 








working it out, If ho e had gone on he might have gone to tl 






' Me ; < 
~—s,-s market and gold the seme animal for a cont more per pound, 
5 , 
4 ‘ 


would suit their trade better. 






Whar 
Q. ‘What is sold retail among the working people would be of : 
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88 
Q They take the best, the very choicest portions ? 
A ‘For every carcass of beef that we buy I am safe in saying — 
that we buy six extra hind quarters. They cost us 2 cents a a 
Bs pound more than the carcass price. A carcass of beef is wrth 
p’ 9 cents a pound , and. it is 11 cents a pound for the hind ia 
ters. We buy scores of extra hind quarters. Then again we bay 
| four or five extra loins. In fact, we never turn down a loin, 
_ This loin I quoted cost us 14 cents a pound. a6 buy them from 
the north end butchers where they have no demand for such nett | 
sive meat Fin 
] Q How does that affect your profits @ the whole cuts 2 
A Well I think we have a slightly better percentage in buy- 
ing oute as we want them. There are even times when we cannot 
: get & pricedquoted by me just now. For instance, on Saturday wa 
we will have a plate of beef hanging in the refrigerator : ia 
and we will seil them to farmers at 5 cents per pound. If a 
wan will give me 5 cents a pound for 29 pounds of neck, ete. , " 
will be glad to give it to him rahter than cut it up inte 2 
| dozen pieces on the chance of selling them. 


Q. What.was your turn over ?. 
ty Eighty thousand dollars last year. 
Q Can you tell me what your profits were ? 
ir. Campbell : Allow me to correct your statement . You said 
23 per cent. It is 24 61/100 i 
A a right. | 
Di meats We want to see whether this complaint of the 
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89 , 
a statement, and let us see the minutes of the association 
and its books. I would like te peruse them. Youur i 
business would not be made public ? te een 
A. Mr, Caron said yesterday that he ‘ xa his perk at 7 1 
cents, and that the abattoirs zaki charged 11 1/4 cents for 
the same article. The papers did nit state that it was the ¢ 
ference between the live and the dressed article. The sits 4 
might be misled. 7 
Q. Thet ix tha te emcte prefit is mk ag 
Q This profit you mention is only the gross profit, and * be 
taken from that is the runing expenses ? | a 
A Yes, our expenses in ruming the business has not been 
under 20 per cent. We have to take twenty per cent to pay 
our expenses. The same thing was told me by the manager of % he 
Tr. Eaton company and his traveller. He is not the ordinary a0 
traveller. 7They have a special traveller for meat. ‘ae 





At this stage of the proceedings the Gomssioners 
adjournad to meet again in Brandon the following morning, one ; 
ey 5 guns) the 1st 1907, 
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| the First day of August at 10 o ‘clcock in the forenom when 
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‘site tings held i the Council Chauber in the City 
of Brandon on Thur sday and Friday the First ani Second days 


Before Comuissioner Oampbell, Chairman, ae baat 


sioner lliddie ton. 
‘Alexander Hagar K ry Counsel for the said Comais-— 
See eS dt 
sioners. i% 
4 H.A.Craiz, secretary. i 


the inve lout opened in Brandon on Thursday — = ’ 


Mr... Graig read the Comeission aforesaid ; after which, 


OKRINETH McIVOR, having been duly sworn deposed as 


follgWe pres soo A leat a 

| MR. HAGGART ; -- | aa 

Q ‘You are a farmer Mr Mylvor ? A Yes ao 

Q ‘And you live near Virdn ? | A Yes oy 
Q How long have 3 you lived there # ? ae i 

A ‘For 26 years ee 

Q You have been engaged infarming all that time ? a 

A ‘Yes 3 | at bs 4 


* 


Q hat is the nature of your taming, catidle, grein, ey both? 


A Tust sinply fanning. Using up all ay coarse grain with 
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there fore I prefer being asked. 
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Is that for the purpse of stallfecding the cattle ? 
A Well, mainly. My cattle are chiefly thoroughbreds 
Q Do you @ any dairying ? A Wo 4 
Q About how many cattle have you to dispese of during the oS | 
year 8n an average ? ; 
In pure bred stock we mae say exactly 


Some years you would sell how may ? 


A 

Q 

A Ten or fifteen 
Q Other years not so many ? 

A Other years, seven or eight, more or less 

Q Are these cattle sold from the grass or after being fed 

with grain? 

A Pure bred stock are ‘sold at any time we can make a sale 

Q Pure bred stock are sold to breeders ? i a 
A Yes, and sometimes to butchers } Aa 
A We are confining ourselves te the butcher trade. You ce 
generally fatten with grain before offering for sale ? Ra i ed 
A Yes. I like to make a sale during the spring of the first a 
part of sumer for the reason that the prices are better a0 1“ 
Q Perhaps, Mr McIver, you have rad ever the order-in-couneil ? | 
A Yes ar 4 
Q Then you know the scope of this investi gation 2 Yes. 

Q. As a farmer, in your own words, give us your experience 7 ‘4 
A ie prefer being asked. I have nothing parti oular of interest 


CGR am 


Te whom n do you make sales ? 
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Q Vho is the local buyer ? 

A z R.Mullins 

Q He assumes to act in his om name does not assume | Se ik 
for any other person ? fo Ns 

A No, not that I know. I sell to Mullins. I fatten a few 
steers during the winter. Now and again I gell odd beats to 
the butchers in tom, for instance, cows that I may have 
bought | f 

Chairman : He is about the only huyer mn that part of the 
neighberhood besides butchers ? 

He is the only one that I know of that comes my way 

Are there many cattle raised in your neke hbourhe od ? 
There are quite a few 


>. hm ©. & 


From your standpoimt how de you account for there being 
only one buyer .- a 
A I camot account for it | : , | 
Q De you see him in tow or does he come out te your place ? | 
And you negotiate ? 
A He comes out to the district. So far as I know he has a ee 
certain district. We sell by the weight, by the pound. | ’ | 
; ' Mr Hagsart B How many cattle did you sell this last season 2 
) A I didnet sell many t his year. About 4 head is about allI 
ph sold this season, that is, directly of my ow stock. I sold a 
some others that belonged to my late brother's estate. I was a 
sort of administrator for his estate, ‘That was this year. 
Q You sold them to Mullins ? | 
L No, there is, another man. This farm von to “ Oak take | 


i 
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Q Did the other buyer represent the same institution ? © eel 

| Be don’ t know ; Wp aap a 
| Q What price did you get for the fat cattle ? ae ve’ 
; A $4.60. per 100 weight “ha 
. How much did you get for your owm ? nae 


ae — 
ate 


Well, for one I gpt $3.50 yearling steer, For another I gpt 


$4.50 quite. \ ; f hf 
cc Q You made a better sale of your brothers ? id Ps 

; A They were a different stock. They were good Btger es young — 

“4 cattle, 2 years old. liine were chiefly cows. ae e 
« Q Caws that have been used for breeding purposes do not — bs ae 
ia _ make the same beef ? i a 
iy) | A There seems to be bery little difference in the price ei 
Bet between the prh me animal and the scrub, or what we call "i 

: "camming" cows, For inst tance, I sold 2 cows on the 12th of 

; 

) One was prime meat for any market. The other was what was 

: _ called in Chicago a camer. I bought her to hedp the rest a 


oalve. She suckled a calf. I sold her for within half ¢ a cei 
8 pound for what I et for the prime animal. 
Q That is to your om butcher ? A Yes 







Q And ; suppo se you had no other presrese purchasers | By 
c “Toy not for this class | 
a 0 Tow manly butchers have you ? 
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Q Do you think that there is any combination between the 
Virden butchers and the wholesalers ? 
A I would not like te pass an opinion.on that point 









Q And you do not whether Mullins is really a member or repre=— 
sentative for a larger institution in Wimipeg ? 
A I rather think that he dees not buy for himself 
Q You cammot pledgs your eath to that 2 
A Ne. But I think he is acting as a comission man. 
In fact I am pretty sure he is 
Q What do you say as to the prices you get ° 
A lot what we should get. Prices in Wimipeg, top price, is 
four cents; in Chicago, $7.35. In the British markets thore 
is a difference between Canadian and American meat of one , 
or one and a half cents in favor of the American. The dif- 
ference here is 4 cents a pound , 
Q ‘The transportation is long ? 
A Three cents a pound is $36 ; it would be more then tice as 
much te take it to the 61d Country 
Q You say that there are several farmers in the neishbourhood 
who ® as you do ? 
A Wo, there are not. There are a number of grain growers. 
They keep cattle just for dairy purposes. Quite a fow send a 
cream to Brandon. They just keep a few cows and sell their own a 
Q Would there be cattle enough geown in your neighbiourheod to i 
_ warrant several buyers to make the purchases ? | | 
AU The profit is fair 
Q a there enough cattle grown in the neighboirhood of Virden Zi 
nie warrant 2 or three independent buyers going through ? ; 
ld not ko te. say ies At ms present time there is — a 
| ete to aly 
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Q It is suggested that the wholesalers partition up the countay — 


i 
and "A" will not send a byyer into "B" territory, nor "B" into — 
- r J : . 


nau 9 
A I belive that that is a fact but there is no proof From a 


own experience I think that is fact. a 


Q From the fact that there is never more than one buyer in yor | 
neighbeurhood ? 
A Yes", and because he generally stick in one district 
Q And is tmt the same in Oak Lake ? K Xax 
A Yes, and take north of us there is aBeuvlah district the same 
Q And you think the farmer is not getting a square deal 
in the cattle trade ? A Ido, 
Q There is not that canpetition for the product that there 
ought te be, that is your experience ? } 

c A You can put it that way possibly. I know we raise cattle 
here as well as in any other country under the sun. I have 


: fattened cattle in the old country. I know that there is as i 


prime beef here as ever there was on the Londen marke t. 
Q And you think the farmer who raises that beef should get 


Q What do you think he ought to get to pay him for his trouble 


~ i aa Ste 7 


; and a fair profit per pound for his cattle fit for export ? 
A From 4 1/2 cents to 5 cents a potmd I think is fair pemf ; 

; that is, provided that aman can generally buy stockers at the / 
| Bt price generally paid for them, about 272% R iy 
i | a oe do you get your steckers ? 
i. ‘che ‘the oe pied of then — es tia 





a 


a 


a better price ? ; ok 
A Yes 4 * 2 | 


| 
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Q The outside demand comes from the ¥xa territories ? 
A Generally | , 
Q And if they are fairly cheap and you get the price you ¥ 
got this year you would make a fairly profitably investient ? 
A It would be to fatten them. That is what a man get a cent & 
and a half for. | I 
Q ACent a half for vhat ? } 
A Enhanced value. Say he paid 2 1/2 cents in the autum and 
got 4 cents in the spring it would be to fatten them and there a 
would be money in it 7 
Q Can you suggest what would be an improvement on the present 
state of affairs, Mr McIver, so as te benefit the farmer ? at 
A I amnot sure whether I could suggest anything. The only | f 
sugge stion would be to get a cheaper rate te the old country 4 
market. It seems to me that the profits are taken up be tween 7 
the predcer and the consumer t " | 
Q You think that the men who buy , kill and distribute get | 
more than they are entitled to 2 
A I certainly think so. 
Q The producer does not get enough compared with the pete the if 
consumer has to pay ? ig mS A 
A Cortainly he doos not ‘ 
Q : You have given this matter serious consideration, ani sme i 4 iH 
other farmers have suggested as an alleviation the establishem | 
_ ment of public abattoirs controlled by the government or the ie 
Beh nie a have you imane} of that ? 
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sals they may make, can you be of any assistance to them ? 
A The question is a very wide oe. If we got fair value for 
fat stock we would be able te put the stock question on a jaPs 
different footing. We would be almost ezble to export as much — 
beef as we export wheat ; because a farmer in this comtry is z 
ndf farming unless 2 man keeps enough steck on his farm te Pe 
consume the coarse grains and straw. If every half-section ie 
Was fatenming ten or fifteen steers each year see the enormous — 
amount we would ia have for expert. So that if we had a rate 

we should get Oe 

to the 01d Country cheap enough, fer a Fair value for our stock 
in a very short time. | 
Q By some other road or cheapening the present rate ? ay 
A Well, so that there should also not be such a shrinkage 
betwen here and the old comtry ; that is the way to put it. 
Q Some farmers have been complaining that they have been 7 
shipping to the old country and have suffered frem undue Me : 
shr inkage , you are never troubled with that ? 
A I wight at home, at the shipping point, at Viren. ‘ioe 
: times they complain of a big shrinkage. I cannot say as to i 
that. ‘ awe 
Q Outside the present hardships, you think that it would te 
better for the farmer and for the country itself for the * i. 
farmer to produce more cattle and to give his attention to aD 
stock Yather than confine himself to grain? at ct 
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49, 
4 
_BY THE CHAIRMAN : 


Q De you find that during the last 3 years in your dis- 

trict the interest in cattle increasing or diminishing ? 

A A little increasing. I think that there is more in- 
terest taken in stock and in better stock, in improving stock. 
Q De you fim a lack of confidence in the trade ? 


_A There is no confidence in the beef trade, There are very 


few go inte that part of the business : 
Q Would you like to see cattle improved and finished better — 
s@ as to make better facilities for export 7 

A Yes. I consider we would gef a more regular market. 

At the present time there is scarcely prime stock enough to 
keep the market steady 

Q Do you think cheaper transport would have a tendency te 
cause cattle to be better finished ani that better cattle 
would be raised ? A Yes 

Q That would be to your interests then 2 A Yes 

Q The question was brought up in Wimipeg. One gentleman in 
biving evidence pointed out certain conditions prevailed end c 
pointed out a remedy. That remedy was this : That the govern- — 
ment and city should get together and consider all the details } 
for the putting up of a public abattoir, say in Wimipeg, and 
that there shouldbe two or three market days a week, and ig 
that any one could have their stock slaughtered at that ' 
abattoir ani the retailers would be there and that it would be : 


under government inspection ? 
a That would be alt very well for Winnipeg, but it would not 
to the county districts | a 
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A Yes, I believe it would better things | 

Q You cannot suggest any other remedy that would have the 

same desired effect * | ¥; 
A I donot think I could. I can seo that neither the farmer 
nor the private individual can be forced. Of course, a man 
can buy as he thinks proper and can seal the sme and I think ~ 
it is undesirable to interfere thore. 
Q Have you any individual erievances in regard to the J 


selling of fat cattle ? aie 


A Wo, I camot say that I have 
Mr Hageart : You have nothing to do with the purk business? | 
A I tried it and went out of it. Two and half years ago I 


_ was in the pure bred pork business too. Those I could not 


sell for breeding purposes. That was the big trouble in the 
pork business. So far as I can see that market fluctuatges. i 
too much. At that time about 4 cents was the top price live a 
weight. D sold @ressed pork at4 1/2 cents. Ihave never 
shipped any myself. 1 sold te the local market, which al- 

ways varies according to the supply and demand ia 

Q If there are a lot of pigs in the neighbourheed down wes ‘an 
the price ? " 7 
A Well,it seems to me that when I was in the business at | 

thact time of the year the price went up. Then in the fell 4 
when the pigs were ready to ship the prices dropped. I went 


to the local dealers in October and they offered ine 6 cents'a 
“pound. he said I do not want you to take them away for five om 


wooks, 80 two 98 afterwards : saw the local dealer in 
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follwgs : TO MR. HAGGART : -- 


o” OQ rF O FP 2 2. F 2 


ice ae EE 


100. 


Q Your Aes with pork is limited ? 
A Yes. I could never see where I could make any money out of 
it at the price. Pork generally fluctuates according te the 


st 


season of the year, a 
MR. MIDDLETON : -- Too much perk ? 7 


A When the people fatten their pork in the fall they had a . a 


lot sent away and the whotesalers gerprally mew of it and | + 
that accounted for it. vi 


JOSEPH DONALDSON, having been duly sworn deposed as oy 


7 


Q. What is your business,? . i 
Butcher, stock dealer, I feed stock. : 
Doing business in Brendon and the neighbourhood ? a ‘ 
Yes | i: 
You have a retail store in Brandon ? A Yee" 
And you do some steck raising yourself ? iat a 
I buy. I have 40 acres, I buy and feed there. Ee 
‘You do not raise stock ? : 
I have raised som lambs : 4 : 
How long have you been in Brandon ? a s : | 
Seventeen years eon 
“You have been Sib apis in that business ? A bs | 
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, 161 tas 
i Be Q And kill at your om slaughter-house ? A Yos ie eal 
| Q And you sell the balance, that which you de not need in aie 
the retail store, where ? . eo zl 
‘Ship it to Wimmipeg. eae 
And who are the purchasers ? en 
Giffin, Gerdon & Ironside, Mitchell & Sturgis. pi ; 
That refers te beef catlle and hogs ? del SO ON 
De you ship aything else ? | iz ae 
A That is all there is to ship. I do not ship many cattle, 9 

























pe 


I generally sell them at my own yard as live meat. I do net os . 
ship any dead meat. 
Y ou are continually buying in Brandon 2 neighbourhood e 





Yes, for 25 or 30 miles around 


ih 


De you drive eut to find out where stock is ? 
Yes oo 
You negotiate generally with farmers at their heuse ? : 


fe © FF ©. © 


Yes, or in town.. Sometimes I see the farmers here. I 


aa st ae Ree 
a= = i = a 


take their word for it and buy 





Hew de you buy by the weight or by the animal 2 fer: 
Buy either way, ound or animal. I buy as cheaply as I 

And tho farmer tries to get all he can ? ae 
You bet he dees. I veo: pay the mrket pries 





ee 2 PF oe. 


try ; sometimes I do ae do it 
enoreby sell sia the winter ? 
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t 102 | 
me Q And ‘i hew leng have you been paying from 4 te 5 cents ‘i ! 
A All this psring aie 
Q And there are the grass fed cattle ? nen 
- A Yes » we have been paying 3 and 4 cents for them. : ie 
P Q 4nd last year ? ee i 
A We 23/4 te 3 1A we paid - i. 
: Q And you take del ivery on the farm ? : | i } iy 
- A Wo, thaty price as here. I ship a lot in here too, a 
j Seme times I take delivery at the nearest point and weigh thon | 
off the car. Purchases are made beth ways by the pound and | 
i the dellar he 
} Q It is charged by a newspaper that the par hecthec Ta i 
and retail, get it all ? “ 
i A I de not think they do. I have been at it a long time and b 
z - have net get it all yet. — | a 
Q Take an erdinary animal what de you purchase it fer ? ‘ ie ‘o 
What is the whole cest in connection with it ani vwimt you = 
derive frem the distribution and let us see what you make 
out of it ? 


A I can hardly tell yeu. Ido not do the figuring. Ther : 

nota great deal of money in the retail business. It costs 

se much to live. In selling in anall pound ee i 

much profit. | 

Q If there is any big rake-eff it is with the wholesaler ; 
. A io, but one get their little commission. The retailer dee 
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103, 
That is grass fed, Stallfed de not dress the same 


way. 
Q You buy 1200 pounds, for $36 live weight at 3 cents ? 
A. Yes, 

Q And $48 if you pay 4 cents ? | A Yes 


Q How de you get, that oAB and whatever profit you get, 

how de you get it out of the animal ? 

A I do not always get it out. This time or winter there is ne 
profit. In the summr time you might make a little more. 

Q The newspapers say that the farmr only gets three or four 
cents a pound while the fxxmeconsumer pays 18 to 20 cents a 
pound ? 

A We sell ow best mat at 15 cents a pound 

Q You say the difference must be reduced by a half because 
you by liveweight ? A Yes 

Q You only got fi fty per cent ? 

A Grass cattle is cut up at 50 per cent, slims only 45 per 
cents 53 te 55 per cent is on stallfed. oe 

Q You do not sell all beef fer 18 te 20 cents a pound ? 

A No, 15 conts a pound is the highest I get. 

Q | How much of that 600 pounds how much is that 15 cent beef ? 
A We just got the loin, fifty peunds to a hundred pounds 

of 15 conts a pound beef, and all trimeed at that, What 

we soll by the quar ter is cheaper a 

Q. “Take. six hundred Pounds « 0 dressed beo? at th retail 
prices , 7 
A, Yos ty 
a. “How many poids 6 of f neck r 
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A, Neck 20 pounds at 5 cents 


Shoulder 106 pounds at 9 cents 

Ribs _ 75 pounds at 10 ,, 

Brisket 40 pounds at 7 ,, 

Shank 60 peunds at 2 ,, 

Porter-house 

steak & sirloin 100 ,, at 13 ,, 

De.witheout bere ay 10s 
Rump & Loin. —-—s« 80 :~peunds at 10 ,, 

Flank 20 pounds at 5 ,, 

Suet 25 pounds at 3 1/2 cents 


a 


Total 526 pounds. 
According to that you get 8 1/3 cents on the whele carcass? 
Yes, we reckon on that 
On an averdse of 81/3 ? 
I consider we get from 8 te 81/2 
Six Inndred pounds retailed at 81/2 cents a pound, makes 
vol for the carcass 7? 
A Somewhere about that. Somewhere about $48 to $50 by reta il- 
ing it, 
Q The hide runs you at 2 
A Jt runs at about $3. 
Q Anything else you get out of it ? 
A Tallow out efit: We géta little out of the tongue, heart,. 
etc. Might get a dellar out of it. ; 3 
Q If you make $55, after you paid for the animal at 3 cents a 
poimd or $3_, you make a profit of #19 ? 
A According to that-~-yes. 
Q I you paid 4 cents a pound that would be $8 you would enly 
make a profit of $7 ? A Yes 
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Q ys tht a fair way of showing the results of your business? 
A You take it. on high priced cattle we make nothing after 
paying expenses. In the summer we live a little cheaper. 
High priced cattle is: from 4 te 4.1/2 cents a pound. 
Q What isthe cheapest you buy 2 
A, From 3 to h/2 cents a pound according to the quality, 
If. we pay our expenses we do well on high priced cattle. our 
profits are on cheaper cattle. 
Q Because youspractically get as much for the meat from the 
thimer animal.as you do from the prime animal ? 
A Yes, During threshing time and the summer when we sell by 
the quarter we de not get near as much 
Q What are your expenses in comection with your business ? 
AI keep eight men and six horses. The chpapest of men are 
from $40. to $70 a month. 
Q Have you rent to pay ? 
It is my own building. It is worth some thing, 
Do you make 20 per cent on your receipts ? 
I never reckoned it. 
You just leok at your bank account ? 
Tt: is snall sometimes. I know I an not making a reasonable 
prefit. lots of other businesses make twice as much, There 
are ¢ight or nine other men in the butcher business here. 
Q You read the order-incouncil ? the A Yes 
Q The commissioners are directed to make further enquiries 
Is there any arrangement between you and the other local but- 
chers here as to er a price to be oe for the cattle you 
Puretase Pie rien yeu) 
AgoMe@r cin yah a . 
G Tape are me conditia 
Weey predushe ? 
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5 , 106 
:: Q There is no under stancing even that there shall be a nak 
mum price fixed ? 


ry a 


A No, not. that I am aware of. I never heard of it. We are 
buying according te eur ewn judgnent. ou pay 


Q Is there any agreement, arrangement or siutwr stanlne bet WE n 
you and the other butchers as to what price you shall fix 7 
E for the cunsumer ? | hee 

Q You are sure that the wrtaee _ net fixed ? | 

; AL We sell pacer dine to the aah, , “that is all. a 
i Q Are the prices. ai the same = your customers ° bh " 
| A We always charge that price for the best cuts, The cuts a ar 


sometimes in the cheaper grade. If the cheaper ee ae 


not always rough meat. a 
Q Ys there any understanding g between yeu and the other 0 +3: 
tail butchers that each ene of you shall canvass a certain } 
territory ? . Ma ey , 
2 Q You swear to. that positively ? 9 Me Hears 
, Q There is no agreement, arrangement or understanding the 







you shall not bid against each other ? sre At Moers dy] 

Q Is there homest competition in Brandon between butchers it 
for doing business ? | A Xes aun 
Q Do you attempt to divide it up ? ow 


Q Do, you buy. any meat from the wholesalers or abattoir men 
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A Ne, we buy from them and well for what we like. 
Q Do you ever buy dead neat from the fermi f oo A Yes . 














. Q Do you ever buy dead meat from the farmer ? A> Yes” 2 ce ; 
; Q Do you and the other butchers ever Pix the price you pay os 
the farmers for this dead meat ? A We 


Q ‘You try and buy as cheap as you can ? 


2 SS eee eS 


A Yes, as cheap as I can eri oe ae 
Q You do not fix a day for you to buy and a day for the = 
men to buy ? A ilo : 
Q Some of the farmers teate told us that they po to one re~ ae 
| tail butcher and that they might just as well take what is 


offered them as the offer will go no higher ? | ed Pe ‘ 


a ee eee ae eee et eee 


, A Ido not believe that farmer. I do not bolieve that ony 
such thing heppened. 

Q. The former ‘says that his mat is just as attractive and 
sell just as well as what is killed and cured in the slaught 
houses | 3 


A Sone of it is mighty dirty Looking. Onos in a ville we 


F | 
a get @ clean one. They look as if the dogs had been at at : 
fie They sell by the (quarters principally. They have the privi- 4 








Lege to sell where they like. sak 4 
Q The same animal slaughtered by the professional butcher ari; 4 
will bring more from the consumer ? ) ae 
A Yos, but lots of farmrs bring in their beasts and i oe s 
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hp. ie «308 
. -Q You contend that is inferior meat ? and a 
A In lots of cases they have just as good beef as we hares $ 7 
but there is a lot of inferior beef killed, There is some g 
ri cattle killed and brought in axe 
; Q There is absolute freedom in the cattle and meat trade sin | 
4 Brandon ? A. Yes” 

Q De you know of a combine or conspiracy detrimental to ae 


a 


vt 


farmer or cattle raiser ? A Yo — oe ‘ 
Q De yeu knew ef any conspktacy, arrangement or agreement — one 
to fix the price te the detriment of the consumer ? eat / 
A. No, absolutely none ; not to my knowledge. ae 


: } Chairman : Gne thing strikes me as strange, that is at certa eu 
: times of the year the butchers claim that they do not make a | 
; anything. Why is you de not raise the price te the conswaer ff 

| when beef cattle is high ? : 

. A We never raise the price. We keep it uniform, When we 


it up inte two or three pound pieces we charge the same a a 
There is a retail butcher—s association in Matos + 










Q 
A Yes 
A Is there a branch in connection with them here ? 
A No 
Q. 
A 
¢ 
have none 


1s there nothing nd your pusiness to signi ae es +) ; 
» there. might be. Tou in, moat in Winn: 
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Q Suppose a man livse six or sevéh miles out and he refuses 

to accept your offerf Your neighbouring butcher goes out and 

others go along say six of them go out, and Gordon and Ironside's 

man may come along and top all the prices? 

A I never heard of it happening, Sometimes two or three but- 

ehers might drop in to buy of a man, 

Q What would eliminate that unnecessary waste of labor? You 

have never considered that phase of the question with your 

fellow butchers? 

Mr. Middleton; 

Q Have you had any experience in transportation ? 

A No,but I sold lots of cattle that went east, 

Q Do you consider it profitable to pregd hogs? Yes 
Chairman ; 

Q How do you account for the high prices of hogs? 

A Scarcity 

Q What caused the scarcity ? 

Q When hogs went down to 4 and 41/2 cents a pound the farmers 

drop out. 

Q You import tons of the product from the United States how 

can the market be over supplied ? 

A Two years ago there were lots of it 

Q There was none imported ? 

A I donot know. It was cheaper then 

Q did the dealers cut the price too low and put the farmers 

out of business, and the high spurt now is to get them to pro- 

duce again, and the prices will drop again ? 

A If there is an over-supply of pork , pork will drop, Our 
market keeps up with Torento, It is deared here, We get ours 


from Winnipeg, I do not buy personally from the United 
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[10K ; : 
States. Ever since I can remember, it is the market up and 
down every few years, prok, beef and everything, ( 
Vir. Mldddeton : | 
You have a packing house in Brandon ? d 
A No, but we pack a little ourselves. We have no facilities ‘ 
for big packing here. 
Chairman : i 
Q. You sell what you pack yourself the price as what you sell | 


imperted ? A Yes. 
Q There is money in that ? 

A Well, we just save the frei sht from Wimnipeg. I do not | 
import. | ae 
Q Pork is dewn now 2 
A Tos, it went dow last week. It is 6 1/2 cents a pound live j 
we ight. , . 
Mr. Hagea: : e eee a 
9 Are there any ather butchers here, if so give us the mans ha < 
A William Birchell, John Howie, John Birchell, John Knight, 
Thomas Farrar, Joseph N. Birtle, David Sim pson. This is a peat 
country for cattle raising It is principally grain grevers, a 
There is not an odd one round this district. There is not en= 
ough to supply the local butchers. We never ship out. We ship 
in. 


$e lees 
; 


Q The condi tions in Brandon would not be affected by ny 
combination in Winnipeg ? | 

A Wo, they get good prices hore. I get lots of cattle from 
-Mimedosa, Arcola and Broadview. We cantget sheep here. We 
te a then in Laem the west. We have to winter our aoe 
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It being noon the comissioners adjourned until 
2 o'clock but as no further witnesses appeared thet after rn 
subpoenas were issued and the commissioners again adjourned ‘ea 


7 
oe 


Sh until 10 o'clock the next morning, at the same place, when z 
the enquiry was resumed. 


| © a3 

F Friday, August the 2nd. ,1907. 
. JORN CHARLES KNIGHT, having been duly sworn, 
‘ deposed as follows : | 
‘ TO MR. HAGCART : $3 


: Q. You live in Brandon and you are a butcher by trade 2 
q -A Yes, I have lived here for 25 years 

r. Q How long have you been a butcher ? 

i A Byer since I came here in 1882 


Q You are a member of the firm of Knight & Farrar and you & are 


sat present doixig business in Brandon ? A Yes” 


J ae 


Q And you personally got a letter or circular notifying y 


~~. eee Y= 
= 


of these sittings ? 

No, I only got the subpoena 

And you gent no notification ? 

The firm might have, but I have been ill. | 
You have not been discussing it with your partner ? 
Tho anjeot of this ruaend-shls tee is to enquire into the. ate 
lead aa trade and to ascertain EN there is any con= ie : 


—- Oo - ©. 
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Q If there were you would know ? A Yes 
Q \Is there any arrangaeht, agreement or understanding between 
you and the ‘ether retailers as te what price you shall charge 
the consumers for mats ? 
No, we make our own prices 

There are no fixed prices ? 

Ne, not that I knew of 

You state that positively ? 

Yes, we sell at any price we like 

Is there any association of butchers here ? 


> CO FP CO fF OC > 


No, they had a meeting sometime age, because the hotels 
were getting the meats tea cheap. 

Q That is the only combination you know of in Brandon ? 

Q Yes, and they are getting it too cheap today. At the price 
we haye been paying the farmers we camot live on it 

Q About what is the turn-over in your business ? 

A About $75,600 last year, and we do not make any money at 
that. We have been selling teo cheap right along 

Q From where de you procure your cattle ? 

A Practically all over the country ; as far west as Whiteweod, 
within a radius of 206 miles of Brandon 

Q De you send out buyers ? 

A No, Mr Farrar generally goes out himself. He picks up 
cattle wherever he can get them, but there are very few sheep 
at hand. We have a slaughter-house where we kill. We dispose 
of all of the meat in Brandon, though we seni to short distan- 


ces like Chater and Douglas. We supply Smith's bearding cars. 


Anything they can get at Virden = will get here. 
Q You do net. export ? ‘o 
A No, no live stock. We kill all the stock we buy.. 
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ie Q Have you an ything to do with the wholesalers or abattoirs: 


‘in Winnipeg me 
A No, Only sometimes we buy beef. last winter we had to i #: 
beef. | We buy bacon and hams 


Q Have you any arrangement wb them as to what price you sie bos . 
shall sell it at? = a 


A No, they do not dictate to us at all. We can buy whatever 7 
a we sell as cheap as we like. oe 
a Q Ts there any arreng gement be ty ween you and the wholesale men. 
as to what price you shall pay the farmers ?- wets 
No . Not even in town is there any arrangement. aid 
You act individually 9 ; 
Yes, as far as I imow. 
You, buy as cheap as you can and sell as dear as _ you can ie 
Yos, that is all the combination there is. ie 


You have seen the nowspaper coments on the meat trade ae 





a 
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(ORO OO 





char, ging that there is somthing unfair to the nroducer an "a 4 


ye 
a ' 













consumer Pe ; 
A I read a little of it. I do aot take:modt steak i te. tT a 
did not think it was worth reading. i } 
| | re 


Q Are you. satisfied that there is no cor ‘bination . 
A There is not in Brandon, there may be in Wimtpeg. For 








) instance pork is 7 cents a pound to day anti if we want ‘it b 
i yes will pay 7 1A to keep our stock Up. | “That shows there se 
Y conbine or we could not do that. i ah tS ere 


Se 
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1M 
A I really do not know. I think we spent more than we made. 
We went behind last year. Whether our expenses were too,much | 
or that we lost too much in bad debts I do not know. So many | 
_ people leave this town for other parts. 
| Q But you camot tell why you de not @ ahead ? 
. A Ilo, because we did not then have a proper bookkeoping system — 





a 


y Se long as we made money it was all right. Now we have @ pro-= 
| per bookeeper and can tell better. | 


Q You reckoned the success of your businens by the halance 


, in the bank ? A Yes ~ | 
, -Q That is about the only definite statement you can make as) 
to that ? 


A That is it exactly. 
Q You have often gone inte the question of knowing how much = 
,- you make on a certain animal ? A Yes Fi 
| -Q ‘You have te knew that 2 A Yes 
Q- You say when an animal weighs 1200 pounds and would : 
yield 600 lbs of beef you want te knew how much to offer for 
that ? oe ei 
a A I would know what it would weigh dressed and I would know 3 
.. what I would sell it for dressed. ¥ : 5 
Q Show me how much 600 pounds dressed beef would bring ? _ 
AU We buy them all here by the pound. ¥X ae 


> ‘ a 
i Naa 


| Q “And the bullock that would cost you say 4 1/2 cents a pound 4 
epee would bring about 9 cents a pound dressed 2 A Yes es 
‘Take the prosent conditions first ? ae 
; oy A Tha—t_ would be about 9 conts a pound. We sell the best a 

mS oak and roasts at 15 cents a Pam We were me them at 
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15 cents a pound ; the ether part would be lower. ‘Take the ‘ 

shank and the rest of the boiling meat goes at under cost. . | 

Q What would be the preceeds ? . y 

A I really de not know. tt 

Q How much can you afford te pay a farmer if it weighs 1200 aN 
pounds ? 
A I would pay $56. At 4 1/2 cents it would be $54. \ 

| Q After you had it cut up and sold wmt would it be én your Q 
i} books ? . 
A Very little profit \ 

Q Would you make $10 profit ? 5 

A Not if we count our expenses We would not make a cent. We 3 
never do in the spring. For three months we do no%. ‘ 

Q I suppose if you lave a surplus of inferior meat on hand you 4 


let it go at cost ? 

A Less than cost sometimes. 

Q Take that bullock as if it were bought last year---say last 
summer you beught that same bullock ? . 
A It would be worth about $40 --- it would be wrth 3 decks a8 
pound. Yourhave to add some thing for ‘expenses ee % 
| Q The selling prices are stationary ? 

% _ A They have been for a year. B uying prices yary. When tact 
ci _ buying price is low we expect to make a profit. 

hy Q And when they are high you only expect to hold sceeckoe own ei 
2 the ‘Yes, but we would not make money thenjwe lose. I can’ eott ? 
by 88 cheap as I like because there is no combine. caf a 


ae ; 


Be “Aro thore butchers enough | in Brandon te do the huginons ie i 2 
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Q ) Your trade is retailing in Brandon and buying cattle in 
the vicinity of Brandon ? A Yes 
Q I was told yesterday that the neighbourhood of Branden does 
not furnish sufficient even fer the citizens of Brandon alone ? 
That is, there are very few cattle exported ? 
A’ Very few that I know 
Q. That is correct ? © 
A Unless it is outside--say from Vawanesa. 


Q° The farmers within a radius of 15 or 16 miles shiv to 


Branden ? 


A> Mostly, though last year they sold to Archie Speers far the 


railroad, and we would then have to go further inte the country 
I think around Brandon they could supply Brandon alone if none 
were sent away 
Q Fave you heard any complaints in Brandon from the people 
that they were being charged too much for their meats ? 
A Ne. 
Q Have you heard complaints from the farmers that they did not 
get enough for their stuff ? 
A They always kick 
Q the farmer tries to get as much as he can ? 
A Yes, of course, around Brandon they are all pretty widwawake 
farmers. You cannot do them up. Last year Srchie Speers cams 
in and bought up all the valuable cattle before they were 
fattened. He bought them cheap carly in the spring before we 
ee teeth We had te pay more. He contracted for them. 
QD iia il i ae, on ? 
A +08, I think so. 
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117 | 
Supposing one man came in here and contracted for it all ? : 
I think he had aricht to do it 

Would not that cripple the other buyers ? i 
To a certain extent | 

You would have to buy from him ; the market would be cormere. 
Yos ; ‘a 
Is that legitimate ? 

I de not know anything about that 

The price te the consumer varies very little and you anon 
other claim when cattle is low is the time you make money ? 

A Yes ' 

Q The tendency of that is to harm the farmer ? 

A At one time pork was cheap and beef was high. That cqualizes 
things? Mutton, peuk and becf are all dear now. We had to ra 


raise. * 


; 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
0 


Q This year is exceptional. But under average conditiogjs pri- s 
ces do not vary ? | A Mo i ae 
0 You do not say I will pay you 3 or 31/2 cents regularly.; 


“ * ‘J 8 ? * 


I want te make a certain amount of profit and make your profit, we 


so make the consumer pay for it ? If the prices go up why = 


mor stationary ? 


Q Because the farmer would not contract as you suggest. ne 
9 Why de you make theprices to the consumer stationary an a 


| 


the prices to the producer fluctuate ? Why not make the prices 





, to the producer stationary ani the to. the cunsumer ? Is 14: ony in 
ee because you are living anong the consunors ? ae f 
\ Yo whet m makes bid markot © vp aus down is the denend. Yor 
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| 118 PENG TAOS * 
Q Why can't you put it up ? } 
A We would, but there is too much competition Pid 
Q You mst all be selling at exactly the same price ? ~ 
A As near as we can, We soon find out ; people come and 
ae tell us. 
Mr, faawart § 
i Q At the time you r aised the price did all the ethers do so ot 
«A Mo, they had done so. 
Q You were getting all the customers ? 
-A Wot all ; quite a few. 
Q All would come to you for cheap meat ? 


. a 


A No, but a certain amount. We would have to have 2 com- 


i 


.. x a 


bine to make our owm prices aml would all raise at tle same rf a 

L = time, That is what we call a combine. There is no combine. ae 
Q yave you any individual griovanse you wish te lay before a 
ws so far as you personally are concerned ? 


A Wo, not that I know of. 


. BIRCHELL, having been duly sworn deposed as follows < 


TO MR. HAGGART : a i 
; Vi 
Q You are a butcher and reside in Brandon ? A Yes ‘ 

se 
4 And how long have you been doing business in Brandon ? Pa | 


ak About twenty years. 


4 Are you amember of the firm ? 


‘Yo, 3 yt am fring business ee 
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Q You would not have bothered coming here winless you had been 


subpoenaed ? 


Q You had no interest in this investigation ? 

A Wo, I de not see how you are going to make my headway is 
Q You saw the charges in the newspapers that the farmers have 

not got enough fer their produce and that the consumers paid 
too much ? 

A Yes, I scaw it 

; Q You are a middle man ? 

A Yes, I think the farmer is kicking over something .thack He . 
‘does not know what he is kakking akauwk kicking about. We are | 
paying 7 cents a pound for pork. They complain they camot 

make any money at it this year, There is ne more satisfaction 
among them now than when we were only paying 4 cents a pound, — 
Q The purchaser is kicking too on the price ? 

A With him ho can leave or go to somebsdy else, My object 
is to supply the custemer withthe best meat the market can t 


t 
Qe 





produse. 





Q The mat business in Brandon consists ef the butchers buy’ | 
from the cattle raiser in the neighbourhood and selling to the . 
people in Brandon end vicinity ? — 






Q There is very little meat got from the abatteirs t (aay 
A Thave never got it. Wo, hee eae 

& You have bever shipped meat to the abatboirs ? | | E ‘ | 
: A Yon; repeatedly "Silas ie 
0 You do not retail all the quite you if ? 
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| Q You buy the animal how do you ascertain how much you can 


afford to pay for the beast ? 

A We simply have to pay what the marker price is 

Q What fixes the market price 2 

A It is largely controlled by Montreal, llontreal controls 
Winnipeg, Winnipeg controls here 

Q You are speaking of the live weight cattle trade ? 

A Yes | 

Q Are there Wimipeg buyers here 9 

A Not as arule. They come in at any time and buy théough 


Q If there are no Winnipeg buyers here how does the Winnipeg 


price affect the farmer ? 

A Farmers sometimes will ship kup own stuff , though not 
many farmers in this district can make a load. 

Q Those farmrs have to sell to the butchers ? A Yes 

Q Unless the farmer has enough to ship a car load of cattle 
there is no other alternative ? 

A The country is young 

Q I am speaking of the present time. You do not know of 


them combining tegether and getting a car ? 


less money than the butchers wuld pay then. 
io How much profit would you make on a carcass of beof ? 


A one after the expenses are paid. 


ety 
~Q Ne difference between the buying and selling prices ? © 


A To a great extent our prices have been stationary. They 
ha ave not aa sea up and 2 the same’as the buying aioe it 





sh a ‘pond 1 less. than we pay for tho atte: 


iF. 


pd Yes, I have known them to do that and lose money. They got 
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quire for immediate use and one in a while have an extra car to- 


dozen cattle for export and I am outside and I buy a load, end 


/ to 16,606 pounds, I often kill than myself. ’ 


a A I ship usually te Girdon “ Ironside &. ies 4 


12) 





a 
é 


- ference in small roasts or steaks. They would vary frem 2 to na 


three cents a pound at different times of the year. 
Q Is there any combine among the retail butchers of Brandon 2) 
A! / Only for one fellow to get ahead of the others, There is_ 


not even a putehers' association here. Each man runs his om 


Q ys there any understanding as to what you shell give the 


: 
“show. | . ; a 
: 
| farmers for their cattle ? A No ; 


Q Now, as to your buying cattle for the Wimipeg narket, just — 
state briefly the nature of that business ? ie | 


A In the spr ing time here we sometimes buy more than vs oe 


ship from Virden or from some place 150 or 200 miles from here ‘ 
and ship on to Wimipeg. We take it like this: I have half a 







probably get enough out of that lead to ship in here and make 


Up a car load of prime cattle, steers weig hing 12,000 penn u 


Q So as to give the Brandon people a good steak cocastionslly? 


. A Orfe in a while I ship acar. This year I did net ship @ 


There are very little. I shipped grain fed cattle in this y jz - 
Q Hew would you dispose of that consigascnt in Winnipeg ? 


Q Without fixing the price 2 
id (Usually the ne i is made for certain classes of orth 
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rf Q They buy without seeing ? 
7 im 
h 


A Well, they have to be what I represented them to be to get = 


aa, 


that price 

Q Do you deal with any other fing ? 
A OY, Griffin, but I have not done much with him since his fim 
changed. There have been very few hogs to ship, | 

, Q Why do you not go to The Gallagher, Hilmen, Lafrance Co ‘? if , 

| A We ship to those men too ae 4 

a Q There is a uniform price in Winnipeg for such cattle 

E consigned to Winnipeg ? 

A That may be, but you gp in there with stuff worth a quar- a 
ter of a cent more a pound than the stuff I have ant your a } 
get it usually. | | 
Q "Me wrtris what you can'ged forat 7 the final 

A No, itis the quality of the animal that makes the price . 





Q The charge is that there is a coin{bine in Winnipeg, and 






srg sant - z : . : . wey 
i they will give just a certain price, whether it gallesher's,  —§ 






ty . 
unfair ? 






Gordon's, or any other abattoir, and that it it is consequentl: 





A I carmot say whether that is true or untrue, but I have ag a ’ 
. hoard the same tt rg es, i the same, of the butchers nt 

in Brandon. | be ome. 
a. ‘What do you say as to that ? ty nek i 
| You might say that there is a combine in wheat. Wheat ie 


: 78 cents Sedag and that is all you will get for it. Pe 
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TX 123 
Q And you cammot tell whether there is any such an arrange~ 





ment in Wimmipsg ? | 
A I do not kmow of any. I think if there were it would us ag 
hit us as hard as the farmer r 
0 And you, compared with the bie exvorters, would be enqui~ 
ring to find out ? | oe 
A Yes, and I think if there is mything of thet kind it should 
, be broken up. | 


Q Can you give us any suggestions as to how we can aet a that 3 
_E You are doing it the best way now , 
) Q We are coming to you for your assistance because we are 

acting in your interests, can you suesest anything ? 

A I have sold sat to all those wholesalers within the last 
e three years, to the whole outfit. The Western, Callagher: $, 
Gordon's end criffin's. And I think then there is snother ram . 

J.Brown, pork packer, I sold him hogs. 

Q During these dealings was there anything that led you to | 
suspect that there was any combination that sheuld not oxixt ‘3 


iad 


A Mot particularly. I would get quotations from Gordon & ja 
Ironside and from Griffin. They are the only ones who kept mo 
posted, Thare is avariation in their prices. If there vas a i 
conbine they wuld not vary. There may be, some think ee i 
there is a combi ine, while others do not. There may be some eae 
bs things that show a combine anid there are others: that do not, , 
QO Give us those thigs which lead } you to think tmt there is e q 


ooh ? , Ne 
you, got ‘the whole a ths - a bs she oe 4h 


Ea 
rite >} tle ¢ Sy, 
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124 | ¢ 
Q You have asserted that there is no combine in Brandon ; now 
as to Wimipeg, you have told us that the price there was | 
gererally the same ? 
A Tf it was always the same you would have to admit that iia 
there was a combine but it is not. That leads me to think € 
there is no combine. I have repeatedly sold loads of hogs thew 
Q You would have no objected in concealing a combine if such 
existed ° 
A No, I would prefer seeing it broken up. I would do better 
po windes to have it broken up, if it oxisted. 
Q We were told that the small dealers in Wirmipeg in buying 
at the stock yards were at a disadvantage . Yor instance, look _ 
at pavid Fim, he takes cattle to the abattoir to be killed. a 


tt is said that men ‘in the position of Fim and Lauzon are at &; A 


ca 


disadvantage in purchasing cattle consigned to Winmipeg. They a 
say that unless they are prepared to buy one car or half a sone 


of cattle they can buy none. They cannot buy one or two ae 





they must buy a whole car ? * if 


| » (MA %: would not like to split up a car. I would not let him pick ee 
) alk 
| out four or five of my best. ae sae 


ae 








a 


-Q You do not Imow of eny control which the abattoir non wen 


ce 


‘have over the railways or over smller cattle dealers ?- oe 
ai if 
ing A No, it makes no difference whether I ship to abattoirs ORT yy 


oe 


i to the stock yerds. | : te wate ei 
wer When a butcher like Lauzon makes a > of that ind 
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Chairman : 125 

“i, In going out to buy cattle, you buy all classes, exporters 
and butchers stuff, have you an understanding with any one that 
these can be disposed of by shipping to Wimipeg at certain 
prices ? 

A that would only be matter of business on my part as to hak: 
I can de with a surplus of cattle. 

Q Do you consign all these consigmets to yourself or to 
Kexentx ax Gordon's and criffon & Company ? 

A Both ways. I consign te those men and sometimes I would gp 





along with them. They would be very conveningt in getting them 
unloaded. 

Q Whe paid the freight in shipping to these firms ? ‘; 
A I always paid the freight, every rarely any other way. I 
have shipped beth ways. As a rule I paid the freight myself. 
After getting a financial statement from them was it paid eut | 
of your own pocket or by them ? | 

I have done it both ways 

Fow often do you pay it out of your own pocket ? 

As a rule it was taken off the cheque that was given to me 
And they settled with the railway company ? A Yes | 
Are there any suggestions that you can make ? I think you 
made the statement that you thought the investigation was not — 
making much headway ? 


O.O.™- OO.» 


i A Mot what I have seen. I think there heve been a great many ae 


a statements that were unfounded. Men have risen and made ne: 
_ monts that have not a leg to stand on. ; 
4 I have. read that the farmer was fe tis he 3 cents a 
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think it advantageous to publish that ? 

A Yes 

Q Have you any idea how much makes a roast 2 A Yes 

Q The general public thinks that it rus from the root of the: 
tail to the back of the ears ? 

A There is im the neighbourhood of 60 pounds of roasts for 

15 cents a pound.. ‘There are 60 pounds of shank which would 
average 21/2 cents a pound. ‘Then when we cut to trim off the 
neck there are 2 te 4 pounds. That is worth about 10 cents for 
deg meat. | 

Q ‘Have you any idea about how much gross profit you,would male 
on 1200 pound steer, taking hide and everything inte account ? | i 
A This year we would not even make our expenses % 
Q This commission is to examine into this kind of thing and to 


see what would improve your condition. How do you make a 


living ? 
A We will make it before the year is through. 
-Q Why this oonindrum-~--why is the price te the producer 


allowed to fluctuate so “much and the price to the consumer 
allowed to remain stationary ? | 
A Tt is not always stationary. The farmer buying a reast of if 
beef now would have to pay more. It doesn't remain Sqsruats ; 


ms 


in my biisiness. 


a There is very little fluctuation in the price wo consumer ae 
kt There is not the difference in price that there should be ti 
“1 “conts a on 1s not Praise for a sirloin acd 
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not buy and the samp farmer would kill that animal and put +t 


‘pected 


| A Yes, I believe that is tainted. It is usually in the cow 
| ih bag you find tuberculosis. I would to see a goverment atts. 


fl 
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147 

A, No, nothing but the loss of our reputation. ‘There is no 
inspector. 

Q Can you evade that law ? 

A I suppose I can ; the same as you can gp into a man's yard . 
and steal his wood and coal. There are the chief of the police 
and the medical health officer. The health officer is not paid 


to make any inspection. Only if I see you doing it I em look 


» 
i 


after you. 
Q You think the law can be evaded ? 
A I have seen in the country animals diseased which I wuld 


i — a a A a 


on the wearket . To Mr. Haggart : 

Q Did you inform the authorities ? ‘i 
A | I did not hear of it in time ry 
Q It is claimed that a good deal of tuberculosis in human 

beings is caused by diseased animals. How wuld you sugzest 

that the meat be kept free from disease ? a 

A rt is to the farmr's ow interests to have his cattle ins- | 
Q But the beast has it and suppose he dispases of the beast Y 
that way, how can you detect it ? x 
A rt is not diseased after the meat is well cooked - --- - that is 
amatter of opinion with doctors. , a 


Q 18 the milk from a diseased cow dangerous ? 


“spector gp tarough the country and inspect cattle and (Be right f 
‘ it where they | are poise De en 


Ve 
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 Q What is you supposition ? 

A There are a number of ways. They can walk away themselves 
Q You de not suppose people slaughtered thom after taking 
them away in a corner. 


: A Not a practical thing now. I have a better opinion of our © 


5 


countrymen. ; 
Mir. Middleton : Where do you get your bogs ; in the vicinity i 
of Brandon ?° | A Yes a 


Q At what price 2 . ie 
a 
A All through the spring to the First of July market price was 


Hh 7 


.6 3/3 cents te 7 1A cents per pound live weight. ay 


| 


Q What is the general price for hogs dressed ? 


4 


A There is 25 to 20 pounds shrinkage per hundredwe ight betwoen % 
live weight and dead. Pork has been pre tby scarce this last 


e twaéve months. Brandon has required nearly all the pork raised | 1 
Very little has been shipped out. I do not think that there iN 


: to 
7 iS 
nogs. If the farmer gets 3 cents a pound he will get good money — 


e 


are enough hogs raised. I think it wuld be well to reise 


Thoy all want to make their money out of wheat. = i. 
ae 

Q Do you feed hogs yourself 2 A Yes i 
, Arle 


7 
o 


7S A 


Q In shipping to Wim ipeg I understand you sometimes shippe 

; to yourself or to Gordon & Ironside. How did the freight corte 
pare with what was taken off and what you paid yourself ? A 

A The freight rate was just the sane--~it did not make any oF 

| difference to me. The amount was the same on the bills. on 

“a | art os hee £4 tet bank ce | bie 8 oe 

/ ee scaly the aig men like Bide Ironside. ae a 


nt 


question of freight ? eee 
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rate for a full train of cattle, | 

Q Do you know that. that is the case that there are better 

rates given to trainloads than to car loads ? 2 
A fT have understood it to be so. That is in all trades. The 
C.P.R. could handle a2 train load cheaper and it would be 
natural to suppose that the clrge would be cheaper. 


Chairman : 


Q It has net been openly mentioned in their freignt rates. 
The efficial claim that a car load is the maximum unit.in their 
‘freight, and that you get ne advantage in shipping a train Joad 


or two train loads ? 


A Possibly ; I am under an impression otherwise. a 


Q ‘Suppose you bought a car load of cattle at Elkhern and sips? 


ped them in here and slaughtered them here ani shipped them 4 


te m in Wimipeg, do you come across this rule tht for every 


car of butcher's meat thus shipped fou get a reduction in 


- 
Ai 


¥ \s 


rate 2 a . 
A I never went into it that way so I never heard of it. : a 
| | ae 


: DAVID SIMPSON, having been duly sworn deposed as follows : z an 


tO MR. MAGGART : — | i" 


oo 


i) > 
Re Vou are a butcher in Branden ? 


Ae For two years-~-I am in business Someenrotattensiiying 
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136 
Q Ag a rule throuph men ‘you send out or by farmers calling ? 
A By farmers calling mostly 
Q When they say they have half a dozen beseves or more you 
ee and ponet them ?- 
Q sds behaa dh dint goybies 
A Yes, generally’ °° — 8 9 
Q How ave you, governed in the matter of price ? 
A’ I ‘onty “buy what Dwant. If I an short the farmer comes in 


‘FP offer him @ price. ‘The farmer apes avay ant comes back and I 


have to pay him what he asks if le says he has a better price. 
I have gpt to take enall qumtities at a time, 

-Q “Ys there any eee between and the other butchers as be 
price 2? 0 . 

‘A To arrangenent vha tever 

QAnd tere is rio association ? 

A There is no association 

Q Mo association as to a black list ? 

A Jt is a pity that there is not one 

Q Do you ae ‘of any combination detrimental to the producer 
Sad Puree oer Load.of wtook. 1 vy 6 

A The only combination I know of is the farmers’ meat vt! 
‘Tranty or thirty of then get together and each one kills an 
‘animal each week. Tb is divided anong them and they de not 
“require to buy from the butcher. All in the Ying pets a cut. 
“Thatis @ combine. — 

“9 Does 1# hit’ the butéher ? wre teation te th she and 
“h) Yos, but he is entitled to do that. te should not accuse 


e _ ‘others of teiming combines when he has ‘forore" moat t ssi 
0 Bayou ae st ir. Birchell'? » nr 
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Q Does it coincide or agree with your ideas 2 
A Yes, and I agree with him as to price. In the fall we 
have to take a reduced price for our reast cuts ; every but- 
cher in this tow in the fall is in the habit of teking less 
for meat than in the spring, 
Q That is one of the troubles of your business, I under stend? 
A rt is not business The price of choice cuts is regulated 
by the demand. You: can always sell steak and ae cannot al- 
way s sell a neck of beef, 
Qx.You have no dealings with the abattoirs or larger men ? 
A. No, 
Q Im buying cattle if the farmers so desire they can fix the 
price of cattle ? 
A They generally do --- they settle the price I offer them, 
Q I suppose the farmers in the neighbourhood ef Brandon , if 
they so desire, can form an association by which no beef can 
be sold for less than 5 cents, 6 cents or 7 cents a pound ° 
A- It would all depend on the farmrs. If they could do it it 
is more than the butchers wuld do. If they did it I would 
| have to give them there price. I have no money to gp outside 
and buy a car load of stock. I do my ow killing . 
Q A former witness sayos that there is no control over peat 
tion in slaughtering ? 
_A As far as I lmow there is no control 
a) But do you think that is a right condition of things 2 
" AA I ort do not. 
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Bc 3 "2a. 

. had that meat in fis possession 24 hours. 

eG Q nhere is a great semptation to use that animal ? 
i .y ‘There is certainly 

a Q Hach individual butcher in Brandon has his own sarginetes: 
| house ? A Yes | 
«QQ. Would it not be better to have one comuon killing place, 8 


cheaper and cleaner 2 


a 


L ‘ 
re 


a, 


A As far as I am concerned I consider it would oe : 

-- Q &And leg islation compelling that would meet with your views? | 
A Yes 

«Qs And in addition to that would you recommend a rigid inspec- 

b tion of meat during the killing ? 

A I would certainly recommend thact the cattle be inspected — 

; - Q You cannot inspect on ‘foot ? 

A Well, the government should say "I will give you three 

quarters of the value" 

Q Take the Sew : the Jane’ regulations are from a sanitary 

standpoint i 

A They have a different style of xilling. They ane the tire 

and do not stun the animal. However I consider it would ‘we 


wie 


away any ‘fear of tuberculous animals coming into the country. 








Q That is a ‘serious question ? 
ay A I do not think so. iis 
a Chairman : | 

| outa you eat aisoased meat ? 
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over and above the farmers ? 

| A. Certainly ; by the wey it is handled and by way it is 
bled. The farmers do not clear the carcass of blood so well as 





4 the practical man. He has not the means. 

| Q And the indulgent person would a quarter more 7 

A rt pleases the eye better and you can sell it te betier © 
advantage. It certainly is of more value in that respect. 


eee 
- 


Q Do you know the different slaughter-houses round prandon ? 
A I have been in one or two ; not al-l. . 
Q What would you say was the sanitary conditions of the 
slaughter-houses round Brandon ? 

A Very good. My slaigh ter -house had to be odrtitied to by ve 
medical helth inspector. | 

Q You-have inspectors here ? 

A That is a medical inspecter. 

Q peek: are certain districts for slaughter-houses 2 é 
AT Feng six different sites to the medical officer. There ae 
is a similar law as to livery stables. tt 
Chairmam ;: -- rs 
Q Have you:any sugrestion to make to improve conditions in Rae 


ee 
ie 


Poe \,e 
Arh, 










your trade ? | ‘s “He 
A I would not have meat sold in small quantities by sbabtotre, 






Q Do they com inte town and butcher it ? a | 
ay, A Wo, they have it all among thenselves z ae 
ee Q ‘They do not invade your territory ? sinity. 
ey: a. ilo, but they do not re us 2 ene, to et the cattle, | } 3 es 
Mr. ‘Middleton: | | ¢ 
mi oto the ee be ‘goverment | or F minitpa 7 ? 
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154 
gets into the herd, especially if the bull has it, I oor 44 
tainly would not have the butcher bear the whole brunt of it. 


a” 


Mr, Hagzart : es 
Q You think tht the farmer ought to take a little off the a 
price in that instance ? A No is, ¥ 
Mr. Middleton : | bape Bik 


Q Can you tell it when slaughtering the animal 2 A. Yes | 


W. J. BIRCHELL, having been duly sworn, deposed as flows 
TO IR. HAGGART : | OW. “a 
Q You are 2 member of the firm of Birchell & Howie 2 Any and’ 
A Yes 7} - 
Q. The former witness, J.Birchell is a partner of yours ? jag 
A. No. we bautl or 
. Q How long lave you been doing business in Brandon as a bette 
cher 2 . , 
For twenty-five years retail 
Your firm has existed for how long ? 


For twenty-five years 







What is the nature of your business ? in Binadpeg 
Largely a retail business — ie 
Your buy your stock where ? 
Buy most of it from the farmers in the immediate vicinity. 
ase) Ae: is scarce we have to go out. 100 or 150 miles. We ral ay 

F 
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135 
Q And you retail it among the citizens of Brandon ? 
A Yes 
Q Do you sell on feot any imal you purchase ? A Yes 
Q To whom ? 
A We sell what we have te spare to some of the Winnipeg deale’ 
Q Just mention the names ? 
A Gordon, Ironside & Fares, J.Y.Griffin & Co.,The ie 
‘Hélman, Lafrance Company. 
, Q De you vefer te cattle and hegs 9 | A Yes 
*  Q And sheep ? | | | 
A No, I have never sold a sheep in Wirmipeg ; just cattle and 
hogs. 
Q Do. yeu send the best to them ? 
A No, not always. Usually in shipping we ‘age the best for 
ourselves. We keep what is most suitable for chop use. Light 
hogs we keop; heavy hogs, bacon hogs we ser to Winmipeg. ) 


‘ 
+ 


We only occasionally send a car load of cattle to Winnipeg. gg 
We never send less than a car load to Wimmipeg. 4 
Q How do you sell it there ? ae 4 


A I call them up by telephone. I have not been in neaatery for 







seven and a half years. I do all my business by the ‘phone. 
Q You telephone different houses ? ] 
| A Sometimes. I usually send to The Gal lagher, Holman, Lefran 

ar | Company . I sometimes make enquiries from other houses. joy 

often I find thast they are pretty mich the same. Though 

| i occasionally I get a different price. eit ue 
Sy ou. Tye: heard of the non-existenes of any arrangement iid 7 
een you 2s to the price to be paid ~ ‘the een and the 14 
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. 136. 
;  Q How do you fix the price you sell at ? 7 





i A Well, we have been selling chiefly in the spring of the year — 
; | from 1212 cents a pound to 15 cents best cuts, Tt grades 
down from that to as lov as 3 cents, In the fall we reduce it 
We retail quarters from o cents to 8 cents. a pound. om 
Q De you see any of the other butchers before you fix ei: 
prices ? . Re 
A No, but it is not hard to find out. Theoustomer generally 
speaks up or else she will go down to some one else. Ve are 
practically compelled to accept the same price as the others 

are selling at in order te keep our customers. I sometime s 

think the farmer gets a good long price and at other times he 
(sees & poor price 

Q You cannot give us any fisures as te what it costs the frm 
toprpduce a two-year-old ? Pe 


A Mo. Pet a 
Q What is your turn over 9 i 
A Forty thousand dollars a year in the shop. ot “a 

Q In that is included what you sell to the abattoir men ? ee a 


vs i 


A No, that is independent. Some seasons of the year we make And ; 
a loss on cattle, some times we make aniy a dollar a beast. a i 
Sometimes it is a little close ging. a rt 
Q That dollar is for your expenses 9 } on 
A. No, wae eress profit 

a That would be expenses of ruming yous business ? 2 


ae ME I have tive men and three horses. I ow my Pee 
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137, 


The butchers are not getting a living ¢ 
They are not, at least this one is not. 

You do not know of the existence of any combine in Winnipeg? ~ 5 
No . 
It would be te your interest te do away with it if it exis- 

ted ? A Yes t 

Q Can you make any suggestions to the caanission ? 

A Wo. The market is regulated by the old country market 

Q The pri ces of the abattotr men are based on old country 


O,.— ©:.>- Oo. 


prices ? A Yes 


Q You have seen the apes eT R attacks on these ? 
A I have not seen much I do not usually read mare 


than the front page of a daily paper. | an x 
Q It is to ‘e interest te de away with a combine 2 
A Yes ee 
Q You would think that there was a combine between these a 
abattoir men ? oe th , 
A can get more from ona than from another. I know amd vert he 
ly believe that they get their prices from the old country | tae 


market. Tt does not look like a combine. 


Q. ts it generall y considered that the meat manufactured in y ie 
the Proper slaughter-house is mor @ valuable than that which ae 
canes out of the farmor' s wegon 2 se 
as Jou will find it come in 2 the weepn all stuck over with Arh 2 
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A J have only been in tw, my owm and another... — ut 

b Q There is no inspector ? 3 A Yo 

Q It is to your interest to keep it clean ? A Yes | 
Q If it became a nuisance there would be trouble ? e 
A It wuld be a bigzer nuisance to me. | 

} Q Would you recmmend meat inspection ? 
A rt wuld do no harm, 

; Q Would it not be better to have one killing place ? 

} A You would have to have one killing place for one inspector 


_ to inspect them. You wuld have to have a large place other~ 
wise there would be no room. As far as selling is concemed ra 
we could do it the seme way as the abattoirs | 
Chairman : 
Q De you make the same use of the by-products ? A Ne , 
8 In Winnipeg they sugzest there as a remedy for the oxisting 
state of affairs the establishment of a public ean 
where any butcher can go and have his meat slaughtered and the — 
hide end carcass returned te him at a nominal price of ---s0y-— 
fifty cents---owmed and controlled b y the minicipality ? ys ti | 
A I do not think the suggestion is much gpod, though if £ Thad , 
to buy beef I would rather do it that way. ? | me 
Chairman : 3 ear ee 4 
iv b Q There. should be a certain day of the week when the farmer _ 
| - could bring in meat and sell it in comet tition, — A man might 
come in and buy 2 car losd of beasts kil) them and take | 
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It being the lunch hour the comissioners adjourned 
until 2 o'clock the same afternoon at the same place, when 
the enquiry was resumd. . 


JOSFPH BIRTLES, having been duly sworn deposed as 
fellows: . 


mS RO MR. RAGGART : -- 
: | a. You are a bbtcher 2 | A Yes 
2 Q And a member of a firm 2 ; A We 


Q And you have been doing business---? 
A In Brandon since a year ag o last March when I came to 
Brandon. Though I have been a butcher twenty miles west of 
_ ‘here since 1888 so I have been in touch with the butcher 
business. I have only heard the latter part of the last ti 
witnesses evidence. I buy cattle from the farmers and but- “te 
cher it ami retail it. I have not sont cattle out.since I 
care te Brandon. I used te send cattle to Wirmipeg. | 
Q All the other butchers deny any combination between you te 
“fix the prices to be charged to the farmers or the ae to a 
be paid by the public ? % ; 
nt G. So far as I am concerned there is no combination, with the 
; a q possible exception that this spring we found we were letting — 
. the hotels and restaurants have it too cheap . A circular aon oe 
' a cordingly has been sent to the hotelkecpers and re staurant 
ss ees to ay Pepe we Shes have to raise our ade this 3 a 
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pound. Mutton is still advancing in price. It is 15 cents a 


pound today. 
Q Sire you are not a member or associate of any combination 
 aff¥ecting prices, my such combination would likely affect yor . 
A Yes (i ae 
Q De you know of the existence of any combination or arrange 
ent between the wholesale butchers themselves or between the ; 
wholesale butchers and others by which the prices are fixed? 
, A I do not . 
0 De you think such a combination set. 
A I had never thought so, and have never heard anything that 
ied me to believe so ) 
Q The farmers and some of the papers eins that there is a | 
combination. The retail butchers in Branden say that so far oe 
as they are concerned there is no such. Can you sugre st how 
we can find out if such exists among the wholesalers Se ay cs 


A I carmot 7 Can i ee + 
Q You have had very little to do with them recently ? eu a 
A I had up te five or six months ago been in the habit of : . . 


sending down hogs there byythe car load . As arule we eet 8 3 
a price quoted. fT have met on rare occasions a raise of x «hee 


B ‘ cents: a 100 in order to induce me to sell. 1 : 4 
bi Q Did you canvass the different abattoirs or packers ? ce 4 
by. ‘Sa It was not ususl or customary. fe sold ‘to Griffin's foray 
Bata f thought I had not boon getting all I wanted. They have a 


called a culler. Somotimes pan would oul hegs larder 
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country. I sent the hogs down alive. 

Q In making your purchases from the farmers did you have any 

cinch or advantage over the farmr ? | 

A None whatever. I had to pay the top price. 

Q De you go to the farmer or does he come to you ? : 

A I travel around. I buy by the pound. I have bought chiefly a, 

by the dollar . 

Q Have you any understanding with ay other bedy in the busi- 

ness ? i 

A No, I-never in my life was approached by any one else 

Q You have a slaughter -house ? 

A I have, 

Q I an going te ask your opinion as a butcher as te the 
santiary cenditions of the slaughter-house s in Brandon ?. 

A We in Brendon suffer much as butchers because we cannot — 

have better facilities for getting ccattlex here to a place 
where they can be slaughtered. We, cannot buy range fed cattle ; 
because our slaughterghouses are away from the abattoirs. tf 

we had public abattoirs we could buy range cattle. ‘a 
Q You decidedly admit that the sanitary conditions are ret) a 
what they eught te be ? 

A (Mo, not from sanitary conditions ; it is from a haatnad’ | 











point ‘of view. So far.as sanitary conditions are concerned x ; 
the public abattoirs. must be better than mything we have. | | 
Qh ‘The knowledge that the meat was killed and dressed 7 ann 
i bh up-te- -date abattoir would affect its price ina way ? beanie ot 
ps ai ‘think it would leave the retail butcher wuld © treat 3 
less Joss than at the prosant time. For instence the 

ab wou a havo 9. old storage and | the butcher ne 
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Q rt has been suggested by farmers and butchers that it would 
be an advantage from business and sanitary points of view for 
the city to om and control that abattoir, kill the cattle and 
return the dressed beef to the man bringing it and charge him a 
certain price? 

A I think that wuld work satisfactorily. I+ ought to have 
a cold sterase. A good many of us suffer from the wat of 
cold storage and not preperly chilled mat. 

Chairman : 

‘9 There should be two market days a week when the farmer could © 
bring in cattle in prime shape to butchers and the butchers _ 
could buy them and have them slaughtered there. This could 
be dene under the supervision of m official and would save. 
he expense of travelling over the country ? | 
A Yos, I would like to see that done. I could buy from week ® 
week, instead of monthly. I used to live in Sheffield in the 
North of England. Adjacent to Sheffield are smaller towns 
where they have fat cattle markets attended by an auctiomer 


; 


or two, and so that the farmer can get a reasonable price a 

the animals are auctioned. ‘There are a great mmy cattle sold tJ 

. in that way and it seems very satis sfactory/to everybody. 

I have often wished we had a market here at which te buy at 

a market prices, Every bedy is satisfied in the Sheffield yar 

a kets. 
. I was going to ask you to permit me te ta acquaint you 


iw 
ar 


: a as ship cattle and hogs to Wim ipeg. Winnipeg is our only 
. Naf ae The ‘tromenious Canes prevents 1 us from faking x | 


a. with a greivance afm tht exists to my mind ,among such men id 
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5 | They charge me for 20, 000 pounds whether J have that . 
: much or not. The Gd .P.R weigh all the stock and in order te . 
x ascertain how much freight I owe them they charge me 3 conts 
| or $4, 50 in order to let them find out how much I owe them. vr 
do not charge people in my shop 10 cents for weighing mat is 
that I sell to them. It is always done, I watched the C.P.R. 

man weigh a car of hogs in five minutes. That is the official 
weight. They are sold at that man's weight. There is no ale 
lowmece made. | I have mentioned this to different dealers, but 
he they s aid that they did not wish to bell) the cat. Somebody 
7 pays for that. I saw that man earn for the C.P.R $25 in a 
short time. Why should they charge eny thing 2 If I ship 
15,000 pounds ani I pay for 20,000 pounds froight tat is 
| enough. The big shippers pay the freight and charge it to rane i 
Fi Q De you know that it what they print in their schedule of a 
| rates ? . : i 
| 


A I think it is | fb 
Q tt is sugzested that they pay the freight: and deduct ae ei 
it from the amount of your cheque , ‘ et Se). 


A It was never sugzested. I never have paid the CG. P, R, any : a 

thing in freight. It - Sere \ ae 

‘ce , | ri Ms | ; 
” a a I do not po ety cae do it. ‘What did accur to me was: Z 4 n 
at tat oer did it to save me from rum ing about to the office “a 


: n ; ae i. 





nd 80 : it simplified business. _ i i 
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Winnipeg. There is no allowance for shrinkage and the cattle 
are weighed empty. I have figured this out am& fim as fine 


as I can figure it. I believe a car of hogs loses $5 a car in 


itt 23 
ie 
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} shrinkage in an hour. It sooms to me that this is a hardship | fed), 
and it should be removed. ; 4 
Q Who should stand that shrinkage ? a 
A I do not now. The C.P.R.may not be to blame. 
ir Middleton : | a 
Q Who would be to blame ? 


A Ido not know. Stoppages on the way. ve have only one | | 


track. 4 
Chairman ; iO a 
Q The 0.P.R.acknewledges that it equipment is not aay ee up * 
with the development of the country ? . oF rm 
A. I know. ae ia 3 | Sane, Sam Pim 
Q If vou bought 2 carload of hogs and shipped it to a : aa 
slaughter-house and it was ship ved out again as cured neat toe 
ats 


some other point would you get a reduction on the other car a 
eae 


you shipoed in on foot for the dressed car of meat thet you ‘ ve 


shipped out ? 
A BOs I never heard of itz. 


4 


ben the ¢ o.P mo 5 


bh I have heard Bes it but Tr have no proof. I asked a man the Ai 


we Fe ‘said ‘they could got ¥ initav ad 


of eat ne - _ They would possibly under =s01 
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4 Follow that man firther-—-say he is going to Se a 
~havve they enough pull to puy up the space in the ships a | 
A Yes, I think that exists. I have met with steck men in 
| Winnipeg and have discussed the view. I have heard them say 
: ‘that a Mr Bickerdike hes got all the space for a month and 8 he! 
r 5 on. ' aE 
| -Q In that case it would be impossible for an independent bayer 
or dealer to ices 9 










~ 


. _te ae duties a 
: “ur Middleton : i 


F Q A broker can buy up space the same as they can ? . 4 
condition oa 
o : suppose he could, but such a deanna would have a tender ney 

to force small men out. es Ff 


| Q Suppose you were a broker you would sell space to ‘me if Z. oa 
Et : wore a large shipper rather than to a smal vp a 
ke A That would be business, ves, °° » anti tied 


+ 


‘Q Have you anything to suggest ? : : soe i! 






A I am not conversant now with conditions in Liverpool and ” 
Be Birkenhead. ‘I know a man who is a very laree dealer there : 
T could get information for you. from him. 











ahy ‘You have not considered whether it would be Helton io 
c the mat inthe chilled state 27> » me, Ft 


+ 


RT do not seo why it could not be shipped chilled ‘hs Gem ee 
a, ae from New Zealand. I notice that our cattle ‘redithes ‘the ere . | 
e aaa it is sold for a ee rate. eee I cannot 
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Q What de you pay for hogs, live weight, now 2 
A The ruling price is a bout 5 1/2 cents a pound, Up to a 
week or two ago I paid 7 cents a pound : 

















Q Tow do you account for thet drop in Brae ? rs 5 je S 


A It has dropped in Winnipes. Tt must. Decause a great many. a 
"hogs were thrown on the market. It is on account of the a i 
just now on the market, , om Jett, 

| ‘DR, JORN A. MACDONALD, having been duly sworn , . 
dopésed ag follows 7 | | 


ma +a 


B97 


‘ TO IR. HAGCART : 

What is your official capacity, Dr. Macdonald ? 

ay In the eity here, medical health officer, 

ea We are investigating the meat business, and the sanitary 


/ 


‘ Q 
fi 


es 
ae 
= “eonditions of the Slaughter-houses may affect the meat trade, He Py 


if not directly by inference ; ; the commissioners are entitled — | 
to make enquiries in that respect ; we have examined omers ie i 
som of the abattoirs ; ; naturally they say that their slough 
“tor-houses: are in proper shape, have you occa sion to visit fs 
mene PH | a 
Sei, not this year. Asa mattor of fact the medi eal | ae 
5 * heal th officorss duties do not require him to do so. rt is o 
% “the duty of the health ‘inspe ctor to investigate and inspect i a Z 
Me promises and 4? he requires me I go with him and Anspe ct ; 
r have” not ‘boen at any of the Slaughterhouse this coed : D ae 


nv “ 
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147 } ine #, 
To my mind private slaughter-houses cannot be kept | 


, 
i 
a 
4 
4 
| 
a 
” 


in an absolutely sanitary state, that is, so that flies are 
- excluded, so that the possible presence of stenches are abi- . 
lished, so that in fact slaughter -houses are in what is called 4 
a sanitary condition. | 
In the majority of sla ghior-houses the. offal and 
blood is given to the hogs which are sold to the public, a 
condition of affairs, which though not absolutely demgerous, | 
causes the public to abstain from buying hogs slaughtered 
there, and they buy from the farmers instead. 
. rt is the presence of these hogs round a apaughter- 
house that produces the flies and filth that are serious. 
Those pigs certainly have not the reputation of being clean. 








} _ Most of the slaughter-houses are on the bank of the river. | “ 
And vhat refuse can be drained in is drained init. Of course, a 
alll the sewage is draimd there. ‘The trouble is that it soaks He 
into the ground. ‘The sewage from a slaughter-house is very. of 
bad. There is no reason why they should be dotted all over the 
sky-line. One slaughter-house , properly ventilated, with . - a ; 







ly 
water and so on is an up=to=date institution. The pre sent ‘te! 







system. is out of date and should be changed absolutely. ol) 
BA >. .°.. There is no inspector of meats or food supplies at ne 
: all... In this tow the chief of the police is everything. 






‘His multifarious duties prevent from inspecting. I believe a an 
he are all honest. I do not believe the butcher will but up ta 
A® be reular mat tt is pretty hard to throw the carcass away . a 
16t know how far it might be affected. ‘There is no Jaw 
3 bbe of that moat. me . 
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Q. Seme such system as you indicate is imperative ? 


A, Most decidedly ». ft is too much of a strain on 
a man's honesty to pay so much for a steer and he cuts it up 


~ SS ————— 


ad finds a little tubercular deposit in the liver or lung; 
and it is otherwise pretty good meat. It is herd for a man 
to report himself You can detect it without a microscope. 
If you had te rely on the micrescope you would would net de- 
tect it nor would the ‘butcher . I do not think that the meat 
ir. ag BargaTe us if it is well cooked, but the people like it ae 
derdone. 
, I aa in hopes that the result of the deliberations 


here that the city may see its way clear toe establish an 


* 
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abattoir. There could not be any possible reason for the 
butchers to object to there being any killing dme. ‘The public ag 
is ontitled to demand that and enforce it without any trouble, | : 
"Iwas talking to som of thoofficials of the 0O.P.R. 
and I was speaking about a slaughter-house here, and one said ‘a 
"It the people have such an objection to using the meat  =——™S” 
- slaughtered in the way it is slaughtered and in its filthy _ is 
_ surroundings, why dees not some ax gar enterprising butcher ee 
get-in a car lead of chilled beef?" They were considering the a 


advisability of installing a cold storage service similar to | “ 
Swift's. As to it being cheaper, the butchers could arrange | ue 
that, that is their business. But the public would rather . 
i pay half, a cent.a potnmd more in order to @t it sanitarily _ ; 
: | epered, Some slaughterhouses are clean but mmy are. not. 
You can hardly blame the butchers because it. costs a sree 
dea! oka fe’ tein sed . 
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 Chairmn : 7 =e a 
—-Q, Do they fecd the offal to the hogs in its raw state ? 

| A. Yes, blood and entrails. 

Q I thought it was the rule to boil them? 

A I do not think so. 


Ly 4‘ 


Q I found that some of them boil it and mix it up with barley 
chep ? 

A TI have seen it neither boiled nor cooked ; or it must eee 
been very underdone. we try to have these slaughter-houses 

as far as possible from the city because they do anell, The 
last thing a municipal council looks after is its health. 

i They lay pavenents and get water and get anything very super- ‘ a 
: ficial complete, but unless it directly interferes with oe 
the individual member, the council dees not take my no tice. 


Mr. Hageart : Zi 
Q Can you sive, us any other points in connection with this” ia z 
public abattoir ? Se eee 


A. No, I do not think so. I do not know whether the question a 
of tuberculosis has been taken up--~the question of its ve. 
provalence. In the better grade of cattle you are more key 
to get buberoulesis: than the range. fed. 


JOSEPH BIRTLES. recalled. 178 dated 4 
oa thas When you mention the advisability of having the food ins 
| ected, I say you must have a meat inspector who knows. meat — 8 
eran o it yo he any -— at mae I have. had aie in Pe 








ti , 
; 
€wiaio ey at ct nga wh a Lath oct boot voit et 
stdiavine tee boalt .a0t yl dj 

Suoid tod ob eliry a, oew 2 dxigvod Ty o. 

| | van testis tom ab Tee 

coited iki gu td din fru. 43 fied moet, 30 ese tout dammit Ty Bo ey 
7 ; i 


ee ee Ce ee 


gveut Poin t6 wm 4 Bedooo ton batted vebien ti mses ovis Z AY 7 
° = fj 
eect setdawale evet oval ob ert ow  .eanh ona Mey pos 


, bf Lone wi yah eackoed yito add nox? sidiuwog a8 <3 8. 
iinet afk ot +ed%e oxnel fiero Legtolum: geet, teal 
ees voor Bu ture.ies lee "ORR tem, bie: atom yey wel ‘ont 
1 ih ye ths My a yltoortt $e aeelia’ gud ,ptotuned,, total ll 
outta. ui etlad doa aeab. Ltormco, a , tedawe (eoptedta * 


Sif Gly aottosnme ai ataiog wilto ye ay ¢ a tl 
piededaiyp ath reds orfw worst done nb TE .nk sintctt don of T ob od) sh: ' 
$2h Ww sobteoiy @~—~ge Aedey wed vat alectvetede ens 
ehesit ne a ie bitrate disitncaie ee fave | \ 
: pet we aes pete dud $0 oF a: 
ee. Mss ne Se ik eae: tie - Py a a Ay 4 of 


8 lee 24 bel 


‘ae ale 


cathe am ee re 


0 


; 5 ’ 
oy Sveti rie em be 













ec aha a Ae se | hain ah ae 


5 a cer 7 =) Mi : Ni ae ©. Ps 

















“150 
The inspector was a conscientious man. He would ; 
gay"I can eat that". He did not like todestroy a good animal. 

If he thought tit he could not eat it himself no one else a 
should. When in déubt he would get perhaps two or three old 
ri butchers and ask their opinion about the beasts and would © 
leave it to their decésion, ‘The necessity for a meat inspector 


Oa 
te. 


‘ i 


_ is shown in the fact that a man in Alexander had a beast 
about calving and it was sick. While he was in at dinner | 
ni shebegan to calve and the sews tore her hind quarters to pieces . 
He took that animal and sold it in tow for food, 7 es . 
Bry Dr. Macdonald : T wild not like to eat it. | ef “s 
The witness : The meat inspector could prevent lots of this. a 
THOMAS FARRARY HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN, DEPOSED AS 
. | FOLT TONS: 1 MR. HAGGART :--- on 












Q. What is your partnoras name ? 

A. J. 0. Knight. | 

Q A former witness ? AV Ye OS 
0 You do business in Brandon under the firm name of Knicht 

& Farrar ? | “9 ong Peg ' 

Q “Did y you hear the ‘evidence this morning ? af) 
7,’ ‘We gannot both be here vers I gem raliy do the bay ! ; 


; Hei 
a i from the farmer. 

ns Q What do you buy: ‘from them ? ‘Mp 

i A ALL kinds of stuff, eee? live my er calves, all in . 

: your sec aid that os used all your pur ches ss 

Pts eae weklefied yot. A Yes 
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rd}. 
Q Your partmer says that there is no combine here amongst 
the butbhers ? — 
There is not 


You know what that means ? 

Yes, there is no combine at all I am sorry to say. ae ied aks 

You have nothing to do with the wholesale butchers ? a 

Do you by from the farmers by weight or by the beast ? : i 

- By buy weight. We buy byy the dollar if we can or we weigh 
them. Sometimes they will not weigh and want se much a piece, a 
ethers only sell by weight | oe 
Q Where do you weigh them ? 4 
A Mostly on the city scales. If near a small town we weigh ie 
then there. Lots of farmers have their ow scales on the farm, 

iz If we have to travel them in 16 or 15 miles we allow for ry ae 
shrinkage ; it would make a difference of say 50 pounds. ne 
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Q. I suppose it is the custom amongst all butchers to weigh 


: i 
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ah au 
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with so much shrinkage wighaut doing amy physical injury fit the 
aninal ? 4 vy ae 


a et 











A We have some people outside the city limits who fill the 
animal up with water for which we have to pay at the rate of 
5 cents a pound. | | 3 yi ae 






Q Is there any a tiianslan$ between you and suey buyers as 
os what price you shall give to the farmer ? 
JA, pia Shen 
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wise to what they are talking about. — | wreate 
Q If not charged, it has been insinuated that there is never 





more ‘than one ‘buyer in one locality 

A Well, I have bought pretty well all over this country. Bt 

found this out in a good many places, say Baldur, I offeredia. + 

fair market price and the farmer says :"I have always sold te 

; so-and-so ; we don't care to change", so I had to come back 

, without, . 
Q yt might be that you wuld say to Burchell : “I, Farrar, 
will take the north, you take the south, some one olse the east 
“and so on" ? | 


awe 


A I would take nobody's word who said that. A 
Q Dees such a thing heppen ? Ad Hejeqt ty a 
Q We were told that in a certain place that a man never saw 3 
but one buyer for the whole season ? ‘s =} 
A That might be. I would gp to some of those places, bub m me 
do not go there ; you expect to be rebbed. You cannot buy e 
their stuff. The idea is they want too much money all the | 
time to deal with them. You just let them keep their cattle, a 
Those are the only places where buyers might be scarce. Bi. 
Chairman yo 16 ; te 


f 


Q Are there many people getting biyeotted, that is, bringing 
it on themselves like that. ? i 


tk 
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A Yes, lots of them, or rather a good: many of ‘them, where a i 
butcher does not call once a year.) by 46 9 
bi te! ‘Hagart : eon ) 
: 2 Do: vee buy dead meat from the farmer ? 

Te 21) us briefly vt ret a ape have - oe 
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153 i 
A rf at any time there is an abattoir it is likely to create — 
q - @ combine, ON eE 4 
: Q Tt would be an improvement over a dozen or half a doxen lit- 
‘tle slaughter-houses scattered over the outskirks of the ne 
A It would be. The council put these places:oan the outskirts a { 
of the city where there is no water nor sewers. I wanted to 
erect a slaugiter-house and the C.P.R.came along and wanted my 
p land and I had to go. out. I had t go out to the city limits. , 
| and the rural municipality said "Go back,to your Gl ty toe 
asked the council for a place. They told me to go to the | 
Bin: nuisance ground and do my slaughtering and I refused to go. I 
P got within 600 or 700 yards of it. aS 


a 


Q You understand that any person with a dairy would object to 
& slaughter -house near ?. io 


= 


—. oo fees J would sugy oe st that the butchers be allowed ta a | 
. ter right in thety shops, Piaget on Main street. Right. in his” 
shép. te et 
Q Ang other sugzestion that 1 you can give to the cori ssic ne ; 
A. No 


Chairman: 






Q. If there. is Seti that youcthink that you can add ~ i. 
report it ? ss : | . a 


A No. . . ry tees FO 







Q" ‘You have siven us already your ideas of a well equipped | ef 


ea ‘public. abattoir, would you not be benefitted by it ? uct 


4 bet but. I think the system we have now is. Seeds althoug Ig 
: xe re no water or sewers, 
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SITTINGS held in the Council Chamber in the Tan of ; 
Mirmedesa on Saturday the Third day of August 1967, commen-— 
cing at 16 o'clock in the forenoon , Before Comiissioner 







Campbell, Chairman, and Commissioner Middleton. | u Ce 
Alexenier Haggart,Counsel for the said Comissionsrs , 


vi 


Horace Ax Graig, secretary. Pe 


» ANDREW WADDELL, having been duly sworn deposed as 

follows 
TO. MR, HAGGART to-- 

a. What is your occupation 2 
I am a farnzer and cattle dealer 
Where do you live 2 | 
About 6 miles southeast of Newdale vs 
How long have you been in the cattle business ? hisved 4 


In Mani toba: one year and in Ontario about twenty years | no 


Qif- ©. ©. D> 


What is the nature of the cattle business that } you transact? 
A, I buy and Hip to Winmipeg | 
Q Buy from whom ? 
A From the farmers hs oe 
Q Since you have been here in the business te the best of a 
your knowledge how many cattle have you bought and shipped 2 oe 
A sSinge the Lst. of March about 10 car loads. ‘Before that I 3 
Sehoet home. Last sucmr I sold at heme. to other ees vho 


Gia. the shipping. 3 t geld eennitier: He 


a 
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oe f- 


Wee 


is 


- -Q. Row do you buy by the pera or by the individual animal 2 


va ae 


oe My thet: at pre sent - the head ; stallfed cattle 7 era en 
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ys oe . | ? 
be Q Was 3 cents a pound the last you paid ? Powe 
A I carmot say. I might have bought some by the head, I 


naver paid less tha 3 cents by the pound. wa BY 





Ye You buy as cheap as you can ? A sYes. & we 

Q And you get the best price you can ? ud ay Ah 
es _A.Yes.. I stallfeed some. I have raised quite a few. I have 
fifty head at the present tine bp iy: a 

a Q You have heard this commission read ? A Yes a 
and you see the scope of this enquiry ? ¢ wah tYes | baw Se 
Q The farmr, through the newspapers, complain that he is fgg ; 


; i not getting enough, that he is not getting his shere, that a 
: ae Te is getting too big a profit ; now you byy as cheap an 

pe you can like every other business man- 2 A Yes 

t Q About vhat profit do you get ? 7 ih 7 


= 


A Well,.not too much.’ Some loads I made very little on. — 
iT have shipped cattle and made very little on then. Perhaps 
. or $3°a head is about the kizhest on any load I have wal 


& 


oe ~*~ ative at ieee 









me I did not make anything on. ty es 
You have not becom a millionaire ? | i i 


Ne, and do not expect to 
From what territory do you buy your cattle ? 







Q 
A 
Q 
| ‘A’ About ten miles round Newdale 
; ct Q You do net come round this far -- Mimedosa ? 
i eg 
Q 
is 


No a F %.. ; ‘ ; ; | 
me there ied other erarers in that district ? 
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Q Do you know of any arrangement or understanding by which 


certain prices, and certain prices only are to be given to the 
farmer ? | | 4 
A Wo, I-do not he, 2 


Q How do you arrive at the ficure tlat you will offer to the ‘Ni 


farmer.? When you are making up a car load ? 


A TI use my own judgrent on what the beast is worth. I keep a 


Q You buy on market prices alons ? 
A Yes, and sometimes higher than what the market is 1 AD ee 4 


“Q. Ané take chances on the market rising ? Le J 


A Yes. These cattle I speak of were not worth the money that 

I paid for them, but I paid it. I took chances. They turned 
out allright. They did not lose ma any money, “ dias | 
You are ina position ta offer whatever price you ai 2 ; ; 
Yes. 3 id 
You buy for yourself alone ? 


For nysel?f | crew | ‘tis 


You are not a buyer fer any wholesalers or abattoirs 2 

And ‘the abattoimpen have no control over you 2 i 
Ne, they have mbt — | | ie 
Do you sell general ly to one abattoir 9 pany La 
oyna I sold to. several~~To the man I can do best vith on 
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lers to keep to certain prices only ? 

A Ido not know of it if there is 

Q If such an understanding or arvangement existed it an 
hurt you ? | | a 
A Yes, it would. 

Q When you have a fairly good consignment and you have it. Si 
Wimipeg, you interview these people, you would be able to | 
form some judgment as to whether they are acting in concert? - 
A One of the dealers I showed my cattle to, and he said it was, 
“not gool enough for him It was Braden (Griffin & Company.) ; 
I asked him what would they bring and he said if I could get 5 
cents sell them. -I sold them for considerably more to ee 
dealer. I did not take his bid. That did not show any combine | 
between these two parties. hue 
Q Have you not goe there sometimes and got substantially ‘ 
the same bid ? ; | 
A Mo. Ihave got higher bids than I have got from the first 
Q There is never any thing like this : Now we have Tee ¢ 


what you shall pay the farmer 2 

A No; only on hogs but not on cattle. 

Q. ‘Never anything Like tlat takes place 2 “ 
; AD rllo not.on cattle.. They all seem to be the sane price. 
or pepe kk have not sold any cattle to Gordon & Ironside. 
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men whe are maing the cemplaint. They want a better breed and 
better feed. They would g past Winnipeg then. 


Q You ca always gota better price for cattle for Montreal 
_ oF Liverpool ? | A Yes. 
Q Tnere is teo much of & lew grade of cattle  ? A. Yes 
Q. That tends te reduce the price te the farmr? A Yes 
Q And if the farmer had more prime cattle it would be better 
for the trade ?. 
A Yesy there is a be ther demand ey me gould | 
Q When 4 you take a car load of cattle itis said that this tte 


‘exists : That. the abattoir men have the advantage over the | 
smaller dealers,. They cannot buy to the same advatange as 
the abbdtoir men ? | 
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A It is a thing I do not know. I camot say 

Q You have never sold to any of the gnaller dealers such as 
David Finn or J. B.lauzen ? A No 

Q You went to the abattoirs and made your sales there ? pe 
A No, I sold to the men on the market . thet wna) 
Q Do you sell any to local butchers ? . k & Ge: ah s 
A I sell a few to the butcher in Newdale at the present tine. 7 2 
Q How many butchers are there in Newdale ? i jad , o&t pig | 
A Just one. He does not pay too much for them. ae 
Q Um you give the camissioners my information or. se BE’ bis 


BY 
5 


tions that occur to you that would be of use to them in ae te "i 


— their recommendations to the government ? oe a 
ACT do not know thet T ean. ; ae | ial 
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No, I de not know anything about it 

either in Winnipeg nor out here 2 ee 
Mo, only what I have seen in the paper 
Tt does not appear to you:that the profits of the middle 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


men are too great. When you pay even 5 cents a pound on foot 
they should net pay so much to the butcher ? | 
A He should get his meat at the present time cheaper than he 


did a month age. Cattle are not wrth as much now. At that — 
time when cattle was selling high I do not know that one could — 
_ buy meat cheap. rr 
Q The butcher camot offer to sell to his mastaners cheaper 2 
A They should now | 

Q Whether it a living profit or not you d not know ? 

A Ne | 
Q Do you deal in ‘pork 2 . a 4 
A I buy live hogs and ship them ? ieee | 
Q You buy them by the pound ? 
A Yes, the highest I paid was 6 34 cents a pound. ‘That was | 
4 weeks age. At the present tine they are worth about a cent | 
a pound less --- one cent a quarter a pound less. If I have | 
not filled a car I put in cattle and ship a nixed lot , are 
in one end and hogs in the other. 

Q There is less variation in price as ta hogs than there is 
cattle ? 

A Fogs have gone dow : 
Q I mean trom the a fferent abattoir s : 


te | A ‘They all ‘pay about the same price for hogs, I think 60, 





Hoe mn ‘You nat know vhether that is the result of any arranganent 
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 Q Are youa a imember of an association vhich has for its object 


the fixing ef the prices of beef and hogs ? A Ne 
Q Dees it exist ? A Wo 
i Chairman : ade 


s Q In shipping to Wimipeg and selling to the big dealers who | 
pays the freight on thom ? a 
‘A TI paid the freight the last time myself. We pay the freight 

It is kept off. They pay it to the railwayfcompany and keep , 

it off our bill, or we can pay it ourselves. It does not make 


al 


any difference. 

Mr. Middleton : Are the facilities satisfactory ? 

A The last run I gt we have no complaint to make ‘ 

We left Newdale between 2 and 3 o'clock and was in Winnipeg 

e petween 2 and 3 o'clock in the morning. There have been times: 
when we did not get good runs. tt is the C.P.R.we ship on. i} 
They are trying to do better. | 
Mr. Faggart : | a ‘ 
Q Do the abattoir men say to you : Iie Waddell, we will le 
the freight hore. We can do better with the railway company 
tha you ? A Wo ue ao 
Q You think that you can get as good freight rates as they 

mere can ? a 


, 


ee s A Ié@ not know about tet. In shipping trough | to the 


Api 





rH 






Bie old country they may get better rates than us. 
et af Some dealers compalin that the abattoir men saan 


poy ohrinke enough. 
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FA Be to 190 pounds. Fach animal has shrunk that much with m, 
a ‘The average is 4 75 to 8&6 pounds, They will shrink that vie 


aa 


Chairman : 


Las 4 
: if 


tS 


-Q. Do they, ever take 5 per cent off in addition to the es 
shrinks, ge ? ae. 


A, No if so they would take the while Pe AG aie from 


bi 


after standing 12 hours 
Q One butcher has complained that he has to pay for velatue? 


the hogs 7? et 

A, In Winnipeg ? ea , 

Q Yes ? " | 

A No, I have nothing to complaim of that, 
ALBERT ROBERT FANNING, having Been duly sworn, de-q= 

posed as follows : _ ; | | re 
TO MR, HAGGART : -- ae 

Q Where do you do business ? | Ne 

A In Newdale i ne 


As a butcher 7 ) 
No, I have not been in the cattle or hog business for 
5p at years. I an in several things but not in the cattle 
trade at all. | | | 
a bre you familiar with the conditions that exist now 2 ae 


ye 
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Q 
A 
Q 
A 


but there was a variation in the weights say for a No. 1 nee 


have all been graded in the same class ?- A Yes 


| Q wave you my interest in the meat trade now ? A No ¥ 


C fT oe so. We had evid: nce in ‘the spring. They wt 5 ee os 


-” 
- 
~~ 


ae me: Pearse 4 
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7" 
162 ie (Pe , 
Gan you give the commissioners any information ? f 
Ido not think tlat my evidence would be of my account | 
1s there anyrcombine for the restraint in price ? 7 
Not that I know of. In hogs the prices quoted were the Scant 





For instance one would go from 125 pounds to 306 iis is and 
angéther would go from 150 to 256 pounds. . 

Q Which indirectly affected the price ? 

Q So that if there had been a combine they would very Likely 


Q You are not familiar with the meat trade now? A No d 
Q As a cunsumer do you think these butchers and cattle ee 
ers have too much profit ? You ought to be in a position to | 
judge ? a ia 
A Our butcher is the bated man in the Cowmtry. oe change | 


we 





but gers in ‘Newdale every two days. ; 
Q Does he make a fortune in that time ? ey 
A Mo, he gets out. Be ive. 
Q You have observed the progress of this agitation and the a) 
way the farmers have been writing letters ? A Yes , 


Q What is your opinion of the clarges that have been mde i qu 
You ought to be able to form a judgnent ? 


ne 
S 


“A I an of the sam opinion as tir Weddell that if the cattle | i 


were good and in good shape they would get a satisfactory pric se 
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163 
Q Was there any combination anongst the buyers against the 


farmer ? 

A I do not kmow ; I would judge not. 

Q Do you think that there is any combination amongst te 
wholesale men as to the fixing of prices ? 

A I really think that there is some arrangement. I think + 
is in every other business ; they try to make arrangenents.— r 
I do not kmow how or where they do it. I do not say that they 
are unreasonable | 3 
Q Do you say that the farmer sots teo little and the consumer 
‘ pays too much , and that the middle man gets too big a rake - 
att? a 
A No. Not by everything else in the country. When I was in M 
_the business I had a complaint on shipping. They would hold u 
from one to two days after loading up at Newdale. That ech 
tion is improved now va 
Chairman : | | 

Q Still the railways have not enough motive power yet and t 
acknowledgs it? A Yes 
Mr. Middleton ; : 

" This last shipment east xm caused you quite a loss ? Re 
A Shitinkaze was heavy ; some times dead hogs when the weather om 
was cold. I wired but it had no effect. I had to stand he 
igen from dead hogs and shrinkage. . ny i 
a You never sold at the point of loading ? | 
g» A ah think z have 
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Chairman : 


Q Suppose you were paying live weight, did you ever give the 
farmer the option of pay the 5 per cent shrinkage or 20 6 less 1 
a hundredweight ? | A Wo “ 
Q Did you find the facilities in the stock yards “— your 
interests in any way ? 


A Well , in the weighing of cars I do not think it was any too — 


satisfactory. | 

| Q Nothing about the weights 2 f | 
7 _ A Oh, no. | | 
| Q If you have no grievances you cannot suggest a remedy ? | 
} A Q camot 4 
| Q You are perfectly satisfied with the prices for meat paid by — ; 
_ the consumer ? . tal 

H A Mo, I have never complained about the price, but I have 1 


complained about the quality. 


WILLLAM GRAYSTON, having been duly sworn deposed as fol-— : 


lows : 3 
TO MR HAGGART : -- 


5 


f Q What is your business ? A Farmer. eae 
Q Where do you reside ? ‘ 

A At Newdale . a 

i Q Fow long have you lived there ? A 10 years 7 

~Q Are you a cattle raiser ? Wid tg Wes me 


} What is the size of your herd ? 
od Freitiny bpetyetive:# at the et time, but some times we 
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I would no=t begin to feed anything that was not good. 


Q 
A 


OF O.0.FP.0:% ©:0:0:F 0. 


Yr 


> 


oe Foe 


ners situation, what de you think of the conditions kd 


Your idea is to prepare for the market prime cattle ? 


Yes 

Where do you sell ? 

At home always 

To dealers who call upon you ? A Yes 
And you try te get the best price ? A Yes 
How long have you been in the business ? 

Probably 4 or 5 years ; I have done some feeding 

How do you s ell ? 

By the pound always 

The purchaser always gives you your price ? A Yes 
And you try to get the best price ? 

Certainly | 

you have seen these charges about there being a beef trust 
combine ; if, ‘such existed it would hurt you ? 
Certainly ; 

And you would have no syMpathy with it ? 

i certain] y would not 

wave you made any enquiries in that direction at all ? 
I camot say that I h-ave 

Well, what is your view as a producer of mttle of the 


? 


In regard to first class cattle, if there is a combine , 


. > wish I am not prepared to say, our evidence would be to the 
contrary. We believe it to be honest competition always for 


2 


oy 


ne 


; ly 





good stuft and we have nothing to complain of, I think, in 
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ket. Bringing low grade stuff into Wimipeg which brings a low : 
price it re-acts on other better lines. The farmer has it in 

his own hands. Breed and put good cattle on the market when 
meat is scarce. I have noticed the ones that have had the “ 
complaints to make. You know the fuss the Tribume made asking ; 


‘ 
| 
farmrs to write to the paper. I noticed one from our dis- ; 


* 
4 
; 


trict complaining about the lew price he was nan bine oi his 
cattle. 


, a 


I know he was marketting his cattle at the cheapest 
_ time of the year, and he had only a very medium grade of cat- 


tle. ; 
Talking with men who have shipped there is one thing | 


that will re-act on the trade is the weighing of cars in 





Winnipeg. No matter what distance a man has come -- a man may 
: get 8 to 10 cents at Newdale. Nearer it will be lighter ae 
| farther away it is heavier still. I think that ought to be 
changed so that the cattle can all be fed and watered; so that 7 
Yone cam feed, water and weigh them in right condition. — i 
A buyer must protect himself. He knows that he is up —F 4: 
a shrinkage of this kind and it must ap on the buyer, the far 
P or the producer. . =a a 
Mr, Middleton : a 
0 Would it be an impr ovanent to have larger cars and ea i: 
them in the cars the sane as on the other side ? ‘ e 
A I dcfnppt know for sure. It eit fer long ieeays Btu a 
4 Mr, eens : i 
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Q Do you find it profitable under the conditions with you if 
you have been buying and feeding cattle in the winter 2? ; 
A Yes, quite. a 
Mir. Middleton : a 
Q Explain a little more on this shrinkage ; was it taken 4 
off the cattle on cars ? | 
A It is in the shrinkage of the cattle on the cars ; 
Q They were not shrunk when weighed ? A No 
Chairman : ) | 

. Q ( account of the shrinkage which the cattle dealer loses 
it reflects on the price to,the producer ? A Yes | 


JOHN LINDLEY COOK, having been duly sworn deposed 
as follows, 
TO MR. HAGGART ; -- 










Q Where do you reside ? a 
A At Newdale iol a 
Q What is your business 2 
Q Farmer and feoding cattle 
Q How long have you been there | 
A TI have been feeding cattle for thirteen years : a 
A 
Q 
A 







Do you buy cattle or raise them ? | id 






I raise very few, I buy. 






Q In that district do ; youybuy ? : hela 
A South of Strathclair and Shoal Lake last year , previous 
that in Russoll and Churchbridge. 
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: Q You buy from dealers those not fit for immediate use ? 
A My reason in buying from the dealer is that I can select 





my cattle. TI cannot do that with the farmer. I go to his 
bunch and select the type of feeder I want . Re 
Q You keep feeding them all the year round ? = 
A No, I ustally puct in a bunch én November the % lst and 
figure on them coming out any time from the lst of July 

" You try and buy them as chead as you can from the farmer 2 
A Yes 

Q In buying from the farmers have you any understanding with 
the other dealers that you shall give the farmer only a certain — 


5 


> sane ¢ 
-- a 7 
= ee ee, Bee “eh ee a ee me, 





price ? 

A No, I just buy what I ean buy the cattle at. 

Q You buy by the pound or by the individual animal ? 

A llostly by the pound | 

Q Both from the farmer and dealer ? Hy 
A of late years mostly from the dealer. If 1 eg to the farmer 4 
to buy. He has ten and he wants me to tcake the whole ten, ve 
when only three or four are good. | : ae 
Q Do you know of any combination to keep down prices ta . ie i 
the flamer ? A No iG, i! 
os rf such existed you would know it ? Riek a 


Q You are pretty familiar with the other cattle dealers ? i 
A I never heard of anything of that kind. 1 have never had a 
any understanding of that kind. “aa 
is ah “here never was any understanding, say that for the iy ab , 


zs : 
fe ; 


‘mont you will tien them a certain price ? 
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; © 
ys 

further north and "C" will g west and so on, so that they ; 


will not be all travelling over the same ground ? . 
; (A I do not know of anything of that kind. I an not a uae 
cattle buyer. I am buying for my own feeding. 


” 
_- >. 
Mi a 


| Q For the cattle you have to sel}, » you want a fair value 7 ‘ 
‘ A Yes ‘ 
Q Tf 2 combine like thet existed against you you would like to 
have it removed ? A Yes 
0 To whom de you sell ? 
| A To different firms. Yor the last 4 1, years to the Western . 
i “hacking Company | 
| Q What is the manner of making the sale ? 4 


A When my cattle is ready I write to the different firms and , 





tell them I have so many ready for market and ask for a price ? 
Q You sell at the highest 
A Yes, I putia price on the cattle and try to got it Wa 


price ? 4 ee 


ae 


1 


Q Do you ever cet back from the whole four or five firms } ‘ 
exactly the same figure ? . a 

J ‘ A No, they usually send their man to look it over. We try. to 
get together on the price and I try to make the best sale. La OF 


Q Do you think that there exists any combination to keep down a 


“ppices to cattle producers like yourself ? , a 
A For my part I have had no experience of anything of f thet. 


There always: appears to be good competition when the cattle B 
is ready. | 4 | it 4 
As a you have noticed this agitation in the nowspapers a Yietle 
; + \ 18 Weis 
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the early days when I was feeding I lost money on cattle, and 
I think it was a good deal my own fault. Probably I did not 
understand the business well enough. 





5 al 


Q As to shipping --- any observations ? 
A Wo, because the biggest trouble we have is on the shrink- 
age. I think the weishing off cars is bad. rt does not put 


the buyers on an equal footing. Take the men from Newdale, Heo 


¥ 


pire ar A~ ee oe 


pawa, Portage la prairie, they all have different shr inkages. 
The man whose cattle has the longrst run suffers the most. 


The buyer at Newdale will have the most shrinkage. 


eee a i - ii 


‘9 that is purely a matter of contract between the shipper and 


the consignee ? 


Cat eg 


A. Yes. I have sold my cattle on the Toronto market. Every 


SS ei 





man there is on an equal footing. You have the privilege of 
feeding them. ‘The shipper advises wham or decides when they 
go on the scale. You have the privilege of feeding the cattle. 
Then you put them on the selaes. They shouldbe in a normed 
state, neither svarved ner over-fod. an 


Q As to freight : Do you know if there is any difference as tis Ks 
to the amount of freight when you pay it and the the ehattoirs 
do so ? a 7 i 


A Ido not know. © if a 
Q They pay the fteight and deduct it from the amount of your 

_ purchase money ? A Yos 

aaa From the other end we have heard complaints like thta's 


That at the stock yards they cannot get a square ‘deal ; that a 


7 7 
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oe 


Be it man can ee to better advantage i what have 


ve 


. or, 


Te 





ON ms: 
fru: ,eftdsio om Fone: dawhk f guidset/ aay bE made eyeb. vine tl , ns 
fol, Os Tt Gidwlo diver wo yr Ldeh bogs e, aa. ob alate ea 
gwone Liev asenksud edt bruatato hint 

# oaohiaviepdo ge -+- pales, ote ae 
Aah er na Ri ged ew eldugxd dhegatd sat saursoed 0 AS BG 





i 

ig doh ace +, hed of oxo Tio geteytew em ae Tos i 
| Wes 

29s Sede wnt ew ocd cnet. grt dOA toupee ame, Repel, 
ape ie. Inexsti i, ovat Ife qow obtisnt ad tat oF STG a 4 


sO Of ait sna mt deyeol act gad gives svocks staat ot py 
‘opdatiia daon of oval Hn elaivel da Tee oc WN 
hae Seertiy et neewted toswrno to tations eheeng, st eam ‘9 
© sengkanne edit 
UNE WL > dein oinotoT ai no-ehiore yi bine. evant t Ber oA 
te meliviw ect ysl voY . sanhdcel dapco mt ap ae exer? samt 
co gi dete eh Xo wie woetyoe iw et ite OY tet wtbeok 
BE AR Gt apt peek Ye ageliving ett evar wel: vebgom veh Ao mae 
Segrthr: A pid dubs Sirois yoo). aag tee. Gt mp) etih SRE Pe met | 
beh t0¥s wore ew tae “ceded Ln etnte 
BS eto”. yee BS wrod! tu WA Un ntlng so aot ae oe 
erika Lape gehh eit ne: pire Aroy: <pteditz delsbot ta. H ont @ ‘ 2 a 


a x Te o 
7 “a 





= os ‘ie sf 
a gas : 


eel 
q 





‘A No, I do not think se. I always try to have them sold be=- 


A Yes, but any time I took them through I did better. But I 
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fore I go to Winnipeg, 

Q Have you gone there unsold ? A Yes 

Q When you are there with your cattle do they ever take aa 
vantage of that situation and keep away from you with a view 
of making you sell at a lower price ? 

A TI cannot say that they/did. T have been there and did not 
get the price and have taken them right on to Toronto. eae 
KX I could not say that thre was any combine | 


Q Taking them on the Montreal or Toronto is abigrisk? 


would not say that there was a combine 
Qhairman : | x, 
Q Why did you have to gp to Toronto with these cattle ? a 
A I just could not get the price I wanted. I thought the cate 


tle was worth more money and I simply would not sell on the | 
Wimipeg market. ; ae 
Q You were not held up ? A Ke. ie é 
ir. Middleton : ae 
Q You had the privilege of feeding at Toronto ? A Yes ye 
Q Give us a statement as to how you feed ? a 4 
A Jt is in the yards. Bran, with parley and oats, mostly hap | 
ley and a percentage of bran. cs 
OW. Faggart : Big i a is f 


at oan you give us any sug gestions in the inter/ests of 3 
| rr vin sr ‘branch of the trade 2 
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Chairman : -- 
Q What do 3 youst hink of a municipal abattoir and two market 
days fer cattle whcere any body with cattle fit for beef can 
go there and buyers can op there. This could be used by the — 
small butchers or anyone else who wished to use Li----a well 
equipped abattoir that could make use of the offal 2 
A I ceertainly think it wuld be all right. We have a class of 
cattle put on the market in September and October and I think 
anything that would keep that mrket steady at that time would 
have a temlency to help the raiser of cattle. | 
: Q In your experience do you think that there is a lack of oon 

fidence among the producers and dealers. If it does exist 
would something of that kind steady the market and give the 
farmer the idea that he was getting value for his cattle ? 
A I think it would enlighten the farmer te load up his cattlce 
and take them te Winnipeg. peocause he wuld see his cattle 
there and compare them with other cattle. He would see then 
if he wre getting a fair price. He might not be satisfied 
with the home price. He would g more extensively inte feeding 
His cattle would compare with other unfinished eatile 

| Q And there a man could not possible be held up ? 

| A. NoQ And his beef could be put in cold storage ? 

A Yes, Too many unfinished and inferior cattle go on the 

marke t just at the finish of grass. yt seems as if avery body 









wants %0 get rid of cattle. 

s, Q They should gp in more for winter feeding ? 

A yes. rf they were evenly distributed throughout the year 
there would be a better average price throughout/the year. All 
the experience I have had is that when I had the stuff I could 
ae rat thnprioe gate 
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JORN G, MILLAR, having been duly sworn deposed as — 
follows : i 
TO MR, HAGGART. ; -- 


Q Where do you reside ° 

A At Rapid City — 

Q Your business ? 

A Butcher business and live stock shipping. 

Q You do not produce and feed cattle yourself ? A No 

o You buy from the farmers, butcher and sell to the people 
"by retail ? A Yes 
—Q You buy for shipping and ship to Wimipes generally ? | 
A Yes 3 

Q How long have you been in that business 7 ; eh | 
A About 17 years | Pl 
Q How do 3 you, buy cattle from the farfcer ? 7 oe 
A Both by weight and per head ; a 
Q Are there many others buyers there besides yourself ‘oon aie | 


ad 


A yes, there are a number of biiyers in that district and oe Fy 


i 


— 


buyers all dabbling in the trade. There are a couple of buy rs 
who buy and hold it in herds. They sell at home conorally. ae 
Q Agents of Wimipes firms? Acie 
A No, Any way they can get the best deal. I buy from =: Be 


» ay 
ie 


aad 


local men, some go to Hastern Canada for feeding. Some cell a 
to railroads. . 


% Is | there any serosa or " under etanting between you cattle 


cm 
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A Mot at all 


q You buy as cheap as you can ? 


-_ 


apeth ws. 

















+t 


A I always enleavor to give a living price ani one that. vill 
ee, give me a reasonable profit ? 
Q De you ship yourself to Winnipeg ? | mh ee 
Q You do not feed cattle ? 
A Not practically speaking, no. 
Q In shipping to Winnipeg ? , 
A Ideal practically al tog der with the abattoirs. I sol a 
: for a great many years to J.Y.Griffin ; latterly to The Galla- va 
gher, Holman, Lafrance company 
Q Do they all offer you the same price ? 


A Woe, not always 


. 


-  Q Do you think these people in Wirmipeg have any wdorstending 


1. 
oy 


among themselves in buying cattle from men such as you ? 
i te. However there may be an arr Jangement amongst thonselves 
They de not want to cut one amther's thronts. I do not imow a 
| of any more reasonable arrangement. I have never gone to the 
stock yards but that they. jappeared to be fair ad above bear. 
So far as I knew there is nothing in the way of a coubination, — 





oe 
ia | 





¥ 
we 





Q jf there was it would hurt you ? { 


A It would certainly affect me. It would affec t everybody. e a 

















rt would affect the farmer. iets 
pps Q You have no knowledge of such a state of ee ? | 
Ba: A “No 


| 


z a ‘You know the scope of this camnission/? nm “Yes } i 
a: ae 4 the comissioners is to obtain ape bird dine a a 
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yard, with thoprivilege of feoding and watering there. 
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to contend with in the stock yards at country points. They are 


open and have no shelter, no covering. No water, In the 
sumer time in the shipping of hogs ancd cattle, a hot day will | 
come and there is no shelter for the farmer's hogs, with the | 
result that he loses a nuaber of his hogs which would otherwise — 
havebeen saved had he water to give them. 

Thecon in the winter there is no protection from 
storm. They may lie in the yard from ten hours to a week. 
I have lain nine daysin a tom on account of astorm, T had 


to drive them to a stable to save their lives. That conditions — 
of affairs should be bettered. 


Another thing the tanks along the lines of railway 
are not furnished with appliances for watering stack or spray~ 
ing hogs. The sides of thecars are barred up and you cannot 


tank, It is nexce ssary to have the hose to spray the hogs. 
yast month the loss tas been serious. I have known men who haw 


lost five and six in one car. 


get water in to ther. _ They should furnish hose at every water j 
i 


I believe the time has come for us te have union 
stock yards at Winnipeg. The C.P.R.Yards are practically the 
market today. 
Shiojers-di Wis GullR, ier Midland Railway must tren F 


for oither directly to the abattoir or to the C.P.R.yards to “4 


- get in touch with the buyers. Now that all the railroads are 


centeding I believe that the time has come for a union stock 





make 3 | Chairman : That is the rule in other counties ? 
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He sells as they stand, the 25 mile man and the 250 mile man 
hase the same advantage a | 
Q Wou mean yards at which all routes of trivel have one 


common point ? A Yes 





Mr. Fagvart ; 
Controlled hy an independent corporation or by the railways — 

folntl oi ‘ 

A That is a question as to wether it would not be best han- | 


x 


dled by the city, goverment or private corporation. eke 












Q There have been steps taken to ask the city to put in a 
stock yard or to give the person operating them certain 
privileges, It is question whether it is wise to let it go 


into one man's hands e 


Q What would be. the advantages over the present condition ? 
A At pre sent on the 0.N.R.all stock is delivered on trensfer,— 
It lies there until the G.P.R.is ready to move. That part of a 
| it is to their convenience. and not to shippers. Stock should 
be handled with the greatest expedition. On the road ruming “< 
; exposure to the elements is not bad. In the heart ofa é en 
4 railway company’s yard without a breath of air it is mene a iat 
The C.N.R. does not exert itself to get them jnoved into the ve ; 


Pr 


‘ 










O.P.Ryards. ig 
a 6n-9 thing has been spoken of here, having a market a 
or fair day in Winnipeg. I do not know that that would be, a 

- advantage unless the prevailiing condi tions If wo aah | 


r peg anemport rit it would be all vl dit At the. iis 
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Chairman : . 7 


A witness gave us the way in which it was sain’ at ortcane ‘ 
but you say Union steck yards would be more suitable te our a 4 
. conditions than a regular warket day ? A Yes 
| Q The cattle would be coming in 211 the time at the union hac: 


yards and there would always be cattle there 7? A Yes 






q Q There are seventy-six butchers, retail, in Wimipeg. They — ik 
| might be buyers under those conditions. ‘hey might have their ¢ 

ttle killod at so much a head. How would that affect yu? 

These seventy-six butchers buy principally from the abattoirs. — 

If they had marke t days such as lus been sugsested each one of x 

the soventy~six might be buyers ? - 4 


ss A There is ‘nothing to hinder any man from rig in the 0.P an ; 


yards Tedayn, hal 

0 A smali butcher camot buy a car load ani he would be du i 4 
barred from taking four or five out of it, | : ahh ; 
A I soe the point. a + a 


Q You would not allow a butcher to take out four or five hea 


A No, not unless he could give me a sufficient price to ensu 


me against loss in selling the balance. 
money. My. Haepart + == 
me comection with +9 slation what would improve the 
situation 2 a 
Agee 
8 Aut do not{ithat there is. I think there is quite a bit in hits ‘ 
| a 


, ® Pl ihe Nee feeders state. The betterment of wage oie 





We 4 
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cattle and got the top price. The supply is greater then the 
danand for that. | 3 Nee | 
Chairmen + ; 
Q There is practically little competition when there is so mh a 
of that stuff on the market ? ok: SURO oe 
Q Would not a public abattoir abolish my wderstanding, if | 7 
there was one ? 7 a 


A yt might. I know of no such understanding. I pay the freigt — 
myself but I usually pay it by having it uniformly deducted 
from my bill. [had at one tine a shipment of stock to Griffin 
1 had hardly gpt the stock in the yards before the C.P.R. wes 
telephoning for the freight. 

Just a werd in regard to the spread of prices. 





| - I think the uniform price of hogs can be explained this wey 
The quality does not vary so much. Pork is perk, They prac~ ue 
| | tically divide themselves into three or four classes at the | 
| ' outséde. That would account for the more uniform price as iS 

i between the buyers in Wimipeg. y 
| Ur Middleton : ee 
‘4 r Q Do you ever have your car of hogs weighed, car and all ? ” e 
A I Phlieve at ono time the C.N.R.did that. But I donot 4 

| tad weight. In the C. Pp -R.yards we pay 5 cents a head for 









a @ me reaes 5 cents for calves and so much a car for hogs. ee 
» 0 Chairman : 1 
Q Three cents a head for hogs ? ; : em 
| T would say as to that I that they say 5 cents cattle, apn im 
8 calves. I do not know positively about 3 ares os 
) judgnent, gar eagle and risk. sam a 
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Do you know of any arrangement whereby the big dealers divide. e 
up the territory, and will not send their buyors into one od 
therts terratory y? 

A Wo, that is limited by the spirit “ fairness, extnough 
lmow a district where we bought right through each others ¢ 
terratory h 1 q 

tf Q Would it be desirable to have half 2 dozen in the same Ta a 

territory ? ) 


& 
G 


A There is this about it : When a man gets too anxious for ve 
-stock and pays more than he is warranted in paying, I think he 


e 


getting more in his weights. As far as the retailers in i 


isa fool. He can only do business legitimately. He may be ~ 


Wimipeg are concerned I think the compe ti ten is keen enough 
= there. 


. \ 


Q Tt is contended that the big dealers get a big rebate per 
car ? J bry 
& @ understood the same a few years ago when we wore shipp | 
| ears west, but y understand that it is discontinued. TI have 
not shipped export cattle and may not be in a position to re 


f ih 


a2 know now. 














‘ 
Q De you charge that 5 per cent shrink ? v 
~ as A No, we buy straight away. We ficure om allowing a price fe 
i that will cover the shrinkage. You have to buy a weight 
5 and sell all the weight you can, 
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ALEXANDER DUGYD BROWN, having been duly sworn, 


deposed as follows : a vad 


TO MR. HAGCART : -- 
You reside in and carry on business in Rapid City ° 3 
yes for the last two years. pian 
Your business is what ? Te, 
Thirty years, cattle. 
Where were you be fore ? . 
-Mirmedosa, right here. Ay 
What do you mean by “cattle business” ? 
Buying and selling just now. Buyfrom the farmer amd sctiten 
the dealer, the wholesale, | An 
You are not an agent ? A Ne. 
A Yes 


et 
2 


eS 


You act for yourself 
You de not butcher 2 
Not just now 

De you feed ? bg | a a 
Not now. I have in the early days. I just buy on foot and 
use my own judsment tag 
Q Do you ship to the wimipeg market ? } | ae 
A That is the only market; we have just now”. | | oq 
Q You seli to local dealers ° z 
yes, but not in Minmedosa 


ae How are your prices regulated ? 


ae 


We ory to buy as cheap as we can. We try and beat the 1 
a we can. Toe ‘is a. eve hard job to do it. 
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The 2 1/2 cent a pound cattle are grass cattle: ? 
Gass cattle a 


Did you notice in the correspondence in the newspapers that 


eee Pe me 


OO. F OO; 





the farmers were complaining that they wre only getting 2 and - 
2 172 cents and that thepeople were paying 18 cents a pound for © 
steak? 2 


A I have. But I thought that they reduced. their prices after | 
that ; that was fer a week. 


Q Is not 21/2 cents a pound small ? we ; 
_A That means 5 and X5 1A cents per pound for the carcass. 
Q For dressed mat? _ | : 
A Yes. The the retailer can make over 8 cents on that. 
Q In Wimipeg or in places like Rapid City ° 

: A I am talking of small places in the western country. 
Q You do not think that the farmer is being unjustly dealt wit, 


fool 


n giving him 2 and 2 1/2 cents a pound ? A No 


Q Tf he had a prime beast he would get mare ? | A 
A yos fit for export ie 

Q You are spesking of beasts that can be exported ° | 
A Yes saa 
Q here is too much of that kind of beef in the iy r “¥ 
A Wertainly. ‘tie 
Q They say that if the farmers would breed better cattle it 8 
would be better for the cattle trade ? . re a 


A Decidedly. There is the feed and we have the country for it ; 
Q Is there any understanding betwen you and the other buyers 
a Be: district ? Te ie ae 








a oe aes a «ba A 
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should be parcelled up 2 A Mo. 

‘a De you ship cattle to Wirmipeg ? 

A Wot now. I did in years gone by. Millar has been shipping, 
T have been buying along with him. He has been shipping. I 
have not been in Wimipeg much. 

Q What are your relations with Mr Millar ? 





A We had an arrangement whereby we shipped together. He has 
charge of the shipping and I do a little buying, and of course y 
he ships the cattle in 
Q You de not much ahout shipping ? : 
‘A I only did a little in Wimipeg. I was there a month ago. } 
I know farmers got the best price they ever got in the comtry — 
this spring. They gpt 5 and 5 14 cents per pound for their 
cattle. | | 
Ts he as well remmerated as the butcher ? | 
Yes, that is at 4 and 5 cents a pound. 

How a bout 2 1/2 cents ? 
That is for old cows ad green steers : 4 
He has not expended the same labour on then ? A No . 
And you think he is as well remunerated as the butcher who a 
takes risks in shipping them ? | 
A yes, 25% better. 

Q Has be any ground to kick ? A No 

Q When you sell a bunch of cattle at Winnipeg, part of them zs 


O,0.F ©, ©. 


cows, do you not get @ good deal more for your trouble and Oe 
pense in comection with that than the farmer gets for his Ps 


as I mare had a lot of expense in the business. I inust say 
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onidradi 4 t a 
Q ri is claimed that there was a great dearth ? , 

fT A At the start. But they found out that there was an over 

—-- gupply. ‘They kept the cattle there and bought hay at $20 a ton 

Some parties dropped a dollar a hundred. 

Mr. Hageart : 

Q You are speaking from heasay ?— 

A I camot that it is from experBance. I could not afford. it, 

I did not ship any. 

Q Can you suscest anything that would be in the interests of 

those engaged in the cattle trade, which would ensure a fair — 

deal to everybody ? | 


A Only a union stock yard in Winnipeg, same as in Montreal and 
é 7 ed 


2 a a eS a ia ee ee 










Toronto. It would ensure more buyers. . 

Q How are they controlled and operated in Toronto, who con= | 
trols them, the butchers or the railroads ? 

A I think it is a syndicate ows the stock yards, but they — % 
run them on a percentage and there are men there who handle if 
the cattle, 
Q What about a public abattoir ? Wa 
& Good. | 
Q How would you have it controlled 2 
“A yt would be all right if they had better heads at the bead 
it. We want a public abattoir anil went stock yards. 
ite Anything in that direction would would with your support < uy 
As Yes, and the whole west would join init. Even the far= va 
— would be satisfied. rae 
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A We all thought there was going to be a dearth and we all 
speculated on that condition, and the buyers thought so and 


. put prices up and the cattle came in so fast that they could 


not reduce them in time nes 
Q Is there anything else that would remedy some of the condi- 
tions ; you might make a comparison on som points ? 

A In the early days I used to ship a train load ata time. I 
was allright. I camot buy a train load now. Gordon, Iron 
side & Fares have the eoniey controlled for shipping and oxe 
port facilities and unless tign company is gat up it will be 
another combine again, for no other person can start against 
them. I do,not know any company that can They have the expert 
business cinched. 


Q Suppose you were shipping a train load to the old onl 


——— 


and you gp to Winnipeg and have to get ship's space, what are t 


A Only in the early days I knew. I cannot say anything about 


it now. 

Mr Hageart : 

Q He controls the export trade ? 

A yes, from the west 

Q How does he ? . fee ne 
A He or they control it financially , i: 
Q To the detriment of others unjustly ; all those who are 


i a ‘doing a legitimate business ? 


ry 


ay a a No, I do not think that. 
Mr. liddleton : 
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185 [he 
i ey 
days more unless on a through train. i would like to see the ts a 
embargo taken off. Transportation is all right. I ee ; ee 
down for $8- I found everything all right with the ¢.P. 2 
Q How were pri ces last year compared with this ? oe a 


pe 


Phe it 


A This spring for a couple of months they were good. hee 


have dropped to last year's prices again and are no better — are — 
| and us poor middle men are going to make nothing, We are pk F 
between the dovil and the deep sea. Between the farmer and the 7 
buyer in Wimipeg. 

| 3 t 
HENRY STEPHEN TAYIOR? having been duly sworn, en 


deposed as follows : ion 


TO MR HAGGART : a cae 












Q Where do you reside and do business ? ie 
; A At Minnedosa iM 
Q And vhat is the business ? | mi} ; 
A Entirely in stock pretty well. ; U4 
 Q Buying and selling cattle and hogs ? Let 
a Gary other” ah 
A That is all there is to buy. We have no sheep here. 






ship to different points. We have accomodation for them it 
es. pee comes in ahead, . 


s A S 


me i Yoh ‘u buy when you have a suf-ficient number to ship ae oot 
AAR ie 
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Q From farmers and cattle raisers ? . A Yes 
Q Do you visit the farmers yourself or do they com to you ? 
A Both, We get advice as to who has them and we go out to see 


them. 

Q You dicker with the farmer ? A Yes 

Q. And buy them singly or in groups ? A Yes 

Q All the farmer las that are good ? A Yes 

Q Do you buy such cattle as are fed to send in to Winnipeg? 
A No, we buy steckers as well as feeders, we send them to a 


nan who fecds in the east, Sometimes we send them to Winnipeg 
firms, and to Ontario and Quebec, and also have a large western 


} trade. 

Q You buy steckers send west to the ranchers ? A Yes 
® Q Who buys here ? 

| A Burgess & McQuarrie and Murray & Steele, both firms are 


retail butchers. There are three local men. 


Q Are there buyers from outside institutions competing here ? 





amongst each other. Sometimes they get inte our territory 


ala eo 


A In the country from Rapid City bo Neepawa we go in and out 4 


and sometimes we go into theirs. Some are from Brandon but : ’ 


ee 


there are no buyers from Winnipeg. | 
Q Do the Winnipeg abattoirs send out buyers through the fam x 
ing country ? ; 
A No, they do not. 
Q There is a man, Speers in Brandon who represents some 4 

abattoir people, said to represent Gordon & Ironside 2 eu : 
fr ‘Yes. He is buying on his ow responsibility for the last 2 


He was in their employ for 4 years, but for the last ie 
ad a halt or Bids rons oe, had done the same business as ae 
























Me a 

nor 
eet he 

— 

ae yg Parmeter oldie ion detonate 2 a 


fae ot ass gee} Gb Mo Dac ery atom edt dhady were, offs ih 
BO9 th Sith oy. Or Brey maid noi. dw of ax eolvbs deg oF Hof, & a" 
| / rn, 3 eel 44 

geY) 4 $ vast @ dthy sexoth so¥ 07 ie 


wT is a ee Ee a y Syste need wind bok 9 ie 4 
ao A 2 Sony wis. Cott 2 ed seemed odd fia. 9 & 


Seog ptt a at os of oot eae ge ohhhee dome, wd soy, of @ 4 
oe ail? fies vr .aveacet as flew as evedende yl ow 00 Ge 
ai Re betoe we conte tans ont st aboot onw Apart i 

dase Swi 2 ov mh ase dot no olteded of Sem oe 

eer 2.2 ‘ett ces coy of teow bees ereteata gud stat 9 

| teovat moet oct 

REY iho edocs 8 yorruedh toy obra g's coon & 

sabe faonl ercniconie occ? engedeet Lhater ae 
PO Giivownan ainddtieivant oitwtao sock ategiel ote ah 0 
Silly Sees. Hk. tha aN MRO A ad vein BY: oe wots Wishes et a Ay 
Freres cay Wet tom. yet agente Seip. vehtn dose Soin 
ied aa A eR he eas” ated Ove ea: Se emma) 
he ome ates no emia 
“ice th para HHP. ms é 


MM, 
pS 
> 








187 ; 
A ‘No, excepting this way We get quotations from different | 
dealers in Wirmipeg as to the markets for three or four days. 
We have always been onfriendly terms with other cattle men here © ; 
We might say to them or they to us : "Hogs are dom a 1/4 a 


cent, did you notice it ?" There is no arrangenont made whe. t- 


e = e ; , pa os Sioa 
yt tee a ee oe ee eee 


ever. We might have an understanding without coming in con- 

tact } just in the course of conversation frok time to ‘time, 

It is only in regard to hogs. If they are plentiful we buy on 

a basis of 75 cats. That is when they are plentiful. In case 

they are scarce we buy on a basis of one cent 2 pound. 

Q If it takes you a week to get a car load ? 

A Yes, say two weeks to get a car load.® 

Q I understand that your prices here are as they are governed 
> by what appears in the Winnipeg papers ? 


A No, from * circular letters from the abattoirs ; mostly : 





weekly unless there is a rapid change. i 
1s the eirculer letter written on behalf of all 6f them? 
No, individual letters from each ons. ae 


ir 


De you ever compare their prices ? 


= O fF ©. 


3 ~~. 
a, =e 


Yes, hogs are always the same ; the cattle vary. 


\ 
Q The Gallagher, Holm, Lafrance Co will go a little ditter- i 
ee 


Company ? be ‘ag 

JA Yes, a difference of a quar ter of a cent on cheaper metas: * Be 

Q To whom do you dispose of all your shipments of cattle end 

_ hogs Bhing, no ag: | ‘ te 
Any one at all. We have eold ey of tate ” The 


c gent from Gordon, Ironside & Fares and The yestern Packing 
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188 5. ea 
Never sell it till you get there ? ih ae He | 
You send it to Wirmipeg to your own order and go @ with it a 


Yes, and sell to the man who pays the most money. 
You say to different abattoir men ? A Yes 


Yes 

Such as David Fim ? | A Yes 

Iauzon ? | | 

I have not sold to him. Sometimes Jews will come along and 
take inferior stuff we may have, if the abattoirs do apt Like | 
handling them; our clean ups as we call them, a 


Q 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q Did any others nogotiate with you faalans them ? 
A 
Q 
Q 
A 





Q This class you sell to Jews ? A Yes : 
Q Have you noticed anything in the dealings that you have had a 
- that-would lead to the conclusion that there is an illegal _ 


combination existing between the buyers in Winnipeg ? Lio 







A No- ’ A 
a Combination of low prices would affect you, would it not ? aa 
A Yes 

. Q. You never found any sy mptoms of such ? 
eh No, not in regard to cattle, but we all felt satisfied at 
there are arrangements with regard to hogs. With regard te, re 
cattle there is e variation | . es 4 
Q less quality of mat in the case of hogs ? A Yes 
i st “There was no agreament between you and the other dealers 
ee to the price yeu stes you give to the firmer 7A No 
bn, no agreonont | to prevent you from compoting with 0 
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A For our ow part we are heartily in favor of a public abatt- 
oir being in Winnipeg. We have found this, and all traders i 
have found the same, that when there is a fairly good. supply 
of stock on the market in Winnipeg that if Mr Gordon makes an rea 
offer for a shipment or the Western Packing company does, that a 
sends it. If the market is scarce then there is competition, 
a But when there is an ordinary supply you might as well take i 
Gordon’s mugprice because you will not get a better offer, a 
And small dealers will not come in contact with you. The. a 
small dealers are afraid of the abattoirs bidding over them, 4 
Whereas if we have public abattoirs the same as we have in ‘ 
Toronto and Montreal, the butchers would come in and buy their ' 
supplies to carry them from one mrket day to another. I would 


4 


ak 
“% 


like to see two market days in the week with union stock yards. 
In that way the Wimipeg butehers would be there buying their 4 
j; 









SUD’ plies. | ‘anit 
Q And you can sell them your car load either alive or conver= 
ted into dead mat 9 A. Jaa is 
Q How would you point out the way it should be done ? 7 e 
A I would not like to say that. oy 

Q If the government ran it they might charge politics, and, if 
the city they might charge incompetency, then it might be by 

a corporation insituted to run it under strict pvernment ; | 
supervision ? A Yes a 

Q ‘You have no well thought out sugvestions ? | os ise ee 
OA ‘No. Of course, as to union yards and the public chattoirs, 
bt one man is prepared to pay a good price and probably one of i 
ink other 76. butohers come s Brivis, ar a lower grade cna me i 











‘yan 
) ‘a 


a 


































61 ' 
pide erek To OR eth pkkdwot ots Oe doce oo. w/0 a A 4 i 
Ef eerteabienes Sea eae Prat ovat of ence Ri oried a os y 
Ente Soap oy eB wads aecw dads ., 8 wi beast 
gs dteere ROD ETE Ba peg treat! at dent tess it fi ‘xonta Py 4 
Ay. ADO NiteAR. Vekaory mietee® afd a0 J renay fa # suit rel a 
spre bd ehh oF ab et ady red’ eotaoa ab deltcam ent $1. tt aire, | za 
eto torrcagnereia iy, yicque YtHMbie fe0 Bi ernest cere ‘nut ea 
MEL ‘hee Ba sighs, ton- ftw uy, ostened cob ragga a celta i 
HO ghey UBAd ho AT sue tone Ehbe awiseh {Lame ‘bau | 
ee Hew shh 24 aiiodinds a Yo blatts ots arelack Lema, 
Bt eee ep heRs oe? A iottm pilduy ovad es tt bcornd 
ie fk tile binow evetatid ene isewaall bas otagnalt 
Bac tic ee, Gt sb Sostrew: eee amm’ wei yrs ot sel lqque 
dence setae (te Mere sit ab wysh F ATR oe 298 * ott 
rea See 0G. Oivty stared a re at yaw ted coe 
| -aotlqaus, 
wtiseoe ah kiln tate deal wee toy, ses Lee MED, NOY, beak, 
| | ¢ tear boob ote 
4 ead od Bivins ci yew a dio onto HOY, bivow wot 
3 re te ae | 
ME hisses iiaitlng ap. ditatr yoke He weed a 
rr af die, 22, nell? quanwrovecont gute a 


et eo * 


isso m3 


ans & . ee is 


ba 


be 


: Ay ; 
oo 
arty i 

Ae <a 
oe , 

dha y¢ a 
*, t 4 a i 
bh A 

? ¥ 





" 





. 4% a 


Q They do some dairying ? ‘ue toe 
Q They are not successes as cattle raisers exclusively for 
beef purposes ? a . 
A No, not as a rule a 


Q Then when you take them to Wimipeg it reduces the beof : 
quality of your consignment, lowers the grade and reduces the ; 
price of the whdle car list ; 
A Some cows we do not yak over 2 cents for, 3 1/2 and 3 a 
for a first class bullock, 
; Q The farmers charge that through you they get the worst of it 
A It is only natural for them to say so ae ' . 
: 





Q fs there anything in their contention ? 





A Wo, we have always gone on the plan here, if possible , of 










buying on a basis of a clear quarter cent a vound, Jf we do — 


that we are sora sh well satisfied. 


with this investigation 2 | A Yes. | te 
‘ Q You see the scope of this investigation ? : A Yes 

Q Have you any sugcvestions to offer to the commissioners 2 
A We claim that the cause of the cattle mrket being in its 


present condition is on account of so much inferior meat cate 








_ tle being put on the merket. Youn cattle, 2 year-olds, rising 
_ three have not enough flesh on them, Such is shoved on te i 
bi, dealer, He has to push it out and that necessarily depresses i 
the market, and we believe that that is the chief cause of t 








that i 
“dt. r 


evra yt ey 























el 
auy & ? pity ab eet a wat a 
fh -2sutaetoue exedlar efétro os meddegoum Dowd a) vent | 0, ? 
’ aeaoqam teed a 
elvy s aa ton 8 h fe 
i Rese EE per any of ote) ated woy nets edt 9 i 
uted eae aay add ace , tnesgkamao tatey to yeh Loop: 7 : 
wo shiv of Yo ooh ne 
eve Gatos wap SS teen ee Son ob ow owen own Ae 
swollud wanko teat “dh 
doye QV dey kt uy Qwoet tad? eptady erat ont b 
te yxe of soit wt feaan aise of r+ a x 
$ gsaktiecioe Siok? Ae pb ate ag , 
skein oe} ‘tant “oni < &C om econ. ayewld syad ew , df A 
at) Anco tetany Balls Fo aluad # Ho gabyed 
7 Joovtettes Liter aymea ots ow Gach 
ere antino 1k pepiawky wont veddel wivetts  beyleoet Wor 0. 
aSY' 2 9 no dtaghinevnt ebstt tw 
eal! A edie ater vert ane tH ore wid O88 “Usk 9 a 
ar roti Banani soit ® ONte ie aco Keremaue Vi HOY “svelt ie 
Bat et vee Sater see ext th vag ett oat tale 


* 
uP 
of 








; ; 
191. 4 
A Ghe farmer here we have ‘to buy his old cows at 21/2 cents a ; 
; pound, at the same time we are paying 4 and a 1/2 cents a | 
. pound for choice steers and heifers, yet the first man camot 
| see why his neighbour should get more than ham. 
Chairmen : ) | 
Q What would the percentage of an old cow dressed on the block ) 
make to a prime 3 year-old steer ? 
A Cow would dress 45 to 50 in tho 100, and stecrs and heifors 
58 to 63, along there. But it is the quality that tells. 
Another thing there is a cent, a cent and a half a pound and | 
« 
f 





sometimes 3 cents a pound between the cows end the steers hide, | 
| Q This circular letter that you receive --- it their ow busi- 
ness th keep the trade advised ? s os 
. 
| 










A Yes, they apparently have a list of all shippers there are | | 
in the province and they send a circular letter to each of them 
Q Describe ta us the prevailing conditions of the country 
glaughter-houses 9 ‘aia 
A I am not very much on slaughter-houseds. I do not suppose i 


ia 
; y Bt 


am in one twice a year. 










Q The comparison I wish to bring in is in regard to the con- © 


es 
_ 





dition you would have in comection with an up-to-date cold red 





storage plant and compare it with the average country butcher 4 7 
Re shop where they do not try to make use of tho offal but throw * - 
art ik re 
mae a I know it prevails | Ry 
a In a tom of a population of a thousand or more would it not % 
: nf the mmnisipelt ty to > have one good cect et . 7 
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Q You take the district rough here, you have an excellent 


country for stock raising ? A Yes 

. Mr. Middleton : a 
Q You made the statement about the price of hogs being nue 
the same ? A Yes | 


Q Is it understood in the abattoirs that they all keep the 
same price ? 

I think so. Their quotations are always the same. 

This 75 ¢ margin you buy in included what ? | 
Includes shrinkage and freight, it should net 25 ¢ 

Do you weigh by the carload ? — 

Weigh on cars. It is always deducted from the price list. 
You have to pay for the weighing, 5 cents a piece for cattle, 


= 2D » OS PB 


5 cents apiece f for veal, sheep or hogs ; it is heavy for hogs. 
Q Do you pay freight ? : 

A Dealer pays it aml deducts it as a aenavy rule, We pre- 
fer that, 


os i de Sl las | 


eS 


-_- 


Q Do the companies show a preference that way 9 
A No, it is the custom | any 
Q Why should it be the custom? 

A Ido not know. We know what the eeigh rate is from ‘ars 
to Wimipeg 

Q Do you know if these big dealers get any difference in 
rates for big shipments east 2 

A Ido not Imow. It is always understood that the iat ry, 
is to be deducted from the price of a car load. fe | 
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A I have heard of it but never had the experience 
Q If that rule prevailed Gordon & Trans ide would get # Fodaa ee 
ion of the stuff they got from you ? 


A I believe they get the as millers get a reduction 










} Q That is Ogilvie's get a reduction of egvery carload of 
| grain for every car load of flour they send out 7 A Yes 
Q You think the same might possibly prevail in the meat trade? 


A Yes. Of course, we claimed and always have claimed, and tha 
thought it hard that in Winnipeg our stock should not be fed 
and watered riers being weighed. Let the price regulate this 
“matte se have Nim me Me buy a car load of hogs and ship 

then to Portege la Prairie and food and water them. Evorything 
looked as if they had just been taken off the farm. FEevery- i 


thing then is in good condition for weighing. 


ee Jom AN Med APRIB, having been duly sworn deposed as folldwa: | 

TO WR . HAGGART ; -- cL 
Where do you live and @o business ? 
At Mimedosa | 


4 






Are amember of a firm 7? 





I am a member of the firm of Burgess & MoQuarrie , putehe =, 
How long have you been doing business 7 ne 
About 4 1/2 years ? vo | 
fy You buy cattle from the famers in the naighbour baad and Be 

i sell meat to the citizens of Mimedosa ane the vicinity ae 


ae co ‘Yes, ma do a little chipping as well. 
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Q The man who buys the iatil ad ships it, he says he is not _ 
the man who gets the plum, it is the local butcher who gets ‘ 
the rich plum, the advantage of the business ? | £g 
A I do not think so. | ee 
Q What profit do you make in buying an animal, killing it, = 
ting it up and selling it to your customer ? | 









| A TI camot sa} Yo-~omty partner looks after that---=I am buying 
| and shipping. | 
% 9 You buy as cheap as you can ? 


“A Profit 25 per cent over and above all my disbursements | 


Q 18 there no competition between you and the other buyers? 
A Yes 
. Q Do you keep away from the other dealers’ Yocalities ? y 
e A Wo , id 
; Q And you do not know that he keeps away from the place thet es 
you want to buy in ? A Ne 4 ae 
| Q Is there very much competition amonst buyers for the poograr id 
cattle ? Be 
A Yo. We have not very choice cattle. There are so many 7 





| farmers who want to ship cattle before they are ready. then 
they think they are not getting their value. I think they | re. K 
They are a poor class of cattle to go to market with or | i 
oy Q ‘You say it is altogether owing to the fact that the seer i 
has an inferior extin class of cattle ? | i 
‘ a ee ‘Yes, I would sooner pay a higher price for good beet 


be How about Pore UP inferior carcasses ? 
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195, | 
Q You generally consign to yourself and deal with the purchase 
A Yes . E | | 
Q And how many car loads do you take dom in the course of a 
year ? url 
A Twenty-five or thirty, probably more, I never figured it up 4 
Q Do you g rounfl among the abattoirs ? 

A The buyer comes to the market and if one does not suit I go 


to the next one. yf you get one bid that pretty near settles : 


it, umless the stuff is scarce. 


_Q Doesthat look to you as if there were some kind of a cokbine — 


or arrangement anongst these buyers ? 


A Sometimes I think there is 





Q Do the smll buyers ever come to see you ? 

A No. I nev er have have any thing to do with them 

Q The small buyers tell us that they mve no show at all. 
What do you know about that phase of the question ? | 
A I know that they are not there. I never saw them there. 


I have seen this man Fim the Jew sev eral times. I have 4 i 

never sold to him — : le 
He had an opportunity toe buy your cattle 2 a: 

yes, cortainly, | a 
What suggestions have you to offer as a shipper 2 | j | 

I would advocate a union stock yard and public abattoir 
Allowing you to kill your meat and keep it of you found oe 

: price low ? | ie 
AA yes, and be allowed to food and water them ; ca 


| Q Can such a thing be done by all the men in the trade, ho 
onning y of ~ oe oy for bani benefit of the trade , gene: 
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A I do not mow that I can make any sugges tions 


Q That might be an improvement on present conditions ?— 


A Yes 


Q These men have been putting tens of thousands of dollars in- | 


to expensive plants, would it be fair for the municipalities 
to run in opposition to their ratepayers ? 

A Well, I do,not know . 

Q I suppose, if you had put your furtune into any thing you 
would not want the municipality to sngage in the same business? 
4 Now | 
Chairman : 

Q From your knowledge of the number of cattle to be handled 
here, do you not think that there is room for an additional 
abattoir to what we have got ? i 
A I think there is. 

Q To put one up that would regulate the others ? A Yes 

Q So that they would not go beyond reason ? A Yes 

Mir. Haggart : 

0 You saw and read the newspaper correspondence about the 
meat trade ? 

A Yes. 

Q What do you think about it ¢ 

A Of course, I can only speak for ourselves here. There is 
no combine here between the buyers. . 


Q You have no hesitation in swearing to that ? 


A I will swear to that. 


int, having been duly sworn deposed as — 
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A I have a ferm there. I ship some cattle. I do not do ay 
business in the town. IT raise them, buy them and feed. — 


SI 
7 


Q How long have you been in the busine ss ? 


A A year ago last spring. I sent down uw cars this year “since 
Jaunary the first. 2 cm 
The major portion of these are bought by you ? | 
an » down around ie from the farmers le 
What kind of cattle » were they fairly good ? ee ae 


pure . cas 
Yess and sone pan ga tile a 


co a tee 


Do you food the Po cattle ? 2 
A Tos Ss, about 20 head in the winter. I keep a stock in hand. ba 
Then I buy some finished ones and some that are not very well 
fini shed. wey a 


Q You have soon the se newspaper sistuasions of the meat trade 


SS ae 


| within the last year or so ? 

AD Yes, 1 have noticed it 3 
ae ea You have seen the kind of letters addressed to the nae Ae 
| papers. ?. ated ae eae 
; Q As a practical eatery in cattle and hogs, tell us Cully | 
i at ‘the same time briefly what you think of the situation ? 2 
AI do not Imow very much about it. I think the credit ast ) 


| Lisi has. killed the business. That is what people pay so much for 
i moat so high. Byery individual is injured by the credit Ayam a 











a their meat, As far as I unorstand it that is what makes Mie: 
a A : Oiew & 


tame, The butcher has, v0 charge the foe the man who peys ie 
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Q One witness said that a writer of letter got a small price 
because he had inferior stock. You buy by the pound ° 
Yes. Sometimes by the pound and sometimes by the dollar. 
Is there any arrangement between you and the other buyers ? 
No 
You do not fix any prices 2 


m= £2 & OO. 


No, if you pay too big a price you make nothing at the other 
end. . 

Q Do the men in Wirmipeg tell you what price to buy at ? 

A: No. I run my ow show. 

Q There is no combination between you and any other person 

as to buying and selling ? 

A I sell to whom I like and where I like. I do not want to & 
it for nothing and I do not want to steal. There is a lot of 
competition. There are lots of buyers. At pranklin and 

Neepawa there are half a dezen or more. 

Q Have you any complaints or grievances 2 

A No. I do not mow that I have. I always get along fairly 

well. Of course, if I buy too cheap I do not make much. 

I try. to sell again at as good a price as I can. 

Q Do you find any combine exists against you ? A No 

Q When you go to Wimipeg with @ consignment it has been 

arranged before you go in ? 

A No, I cannot see it that way, much less say so. I have 

been to Wijnipeg with loads of stuff. Three weeks ago last 

Friday morning I was in Winnipeg with a load of cattle and I 

may have had a few hogs. There was one man came into the yard 

and looked at my stuff. He represented one of the bigcest firm 

We said "You're worth $3.75 per ewt." I went to see another 

man representing a firn, he said $425. And another bid $4.40. 
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I tumed reurd and sold for $5.50, T have done that again 
and again, These men before me, like the first witness, 
oleim that there is a set price,for hogs, That is not uy 
expethenctin: However, the cireular is.gonerally ahout the seme. 

“Thoro, “however, @ nucber of different qualities in cattle 
and avery two mon have different ideas as ta cattle, A novice 
can size up the few gradas in hogs. I do not think they are 
particular as to what thay are fed on so lone as they are fed. 
We wight gat far better runs. They mm a stock train every 
Thursday, We think they might run it oftener, The stock train 
coms from Yorkton risht dow this line. Tho longer you are on 
the Yoad that makes the mere shrinkacs. 

2 0f.course, you buy from the farmer on the wilorstanding 


that you got a heavy shrinkape ? A Yos 
Q And of course youtake it off the farmr ? A Yes 
Chal snan 2° 


Q- You experieies thigs spring has been Scoala’ ox dif- 
forertt reasons this spring is not v Yy good evidence. A pre= 
vious witness said that when the mrket ws slutted you might 
as Woll take the first price that was offered you. Did yous 

have the sane experionce last year ? 

A Yes, last fall more ccattle than ever vent throu, The 
yards were full up There was a let of butcher stud? came there 
Q But was there competition ?. 

A «Well, I sold mostly to ,Tho Western Packing company at that 
time, Zak That. was last fall. I remaxber one dey selling to anew 
thor firm last fall. amin’: credit ¢ ; 

Q\ How many shipments did you make ? 

A I camot to12 off hand. 
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A I camot tell you for last fall. 
Q You do not remember ? 
A Mo, not about. last fall. Sometimes things are very dull. 
Anotler time there are lots of buyers. 
'Q So far as your experience is conerncd your advice would be 
to let matters go as they are ? 
A I would like to see a public abattoir 
Q Why if conditions suit you today ? 
A I think these butchers in Wirnipes would come out ani 
compete, seventy-six buying against ten is better. I admit 
: that there are only ten buyers in Winnipeg. 
Q Would you favor public abattoir, union stock yards and cold 
gtorage ? 
A Yes, I think so. 
Mr Middleton : 
Q In what condition did you find the stock yards, take it from 
September to Gctober----difficult to get aceommodation ? 
A Yes a 
Q, Fow would you suggest to get round this ercdit system ? 
| A I do not know, I have not thought the thing over very much. 
tt hurts the butcher and dealers. I would try to make it 
as near cash as possible. I am referring to both the re- 
tailors and the wholesalers. . 
Me. Campbell : That would be a difficult economic problem 
to solve. — 
_ ‘Mr. Middleton: 7 
Q You might suggest a month's credit ? 
AL Yes. 
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| NENRY 8. TAYLOR recalled : - 
“In regard to the beauty of the public abattoir I might say that 
~T was in Wimipeg with 30 calves, 2 cows and about 40 hogs. 
I ld no trouble in disposing of the hogs, but in regard to 
_ the veal calves I was made one offer and one offer alone. : 
OMe Gordon made an offer and I got no other, It was 3 cents a * 
pound for 14 calves, and 1 1/2 cents a pound for the other 
sixteon. Gallagher and Holman offered to take them and freeze 
them for half a cent, and I let then stay. We kept them there 
for three months and sold it to Griffin's for 6 cents a pound. 
Otherwise I would have had to take 4 cent a pound for 4 and ig 
11/2 cents for the others. But by holding them three months we 
-I made money on it, There is any amount of it sping on. 1) 
- ‘itis prettyouseful to such aman who has a mixed car. I re- | | 
peat again if the market is scarce the competition is keen. a : 
I told Gordon it was the rottenest market in Canada. You got ae 


te 


to. pay 4 cents: And the poorer cows only bring 2 1/2 cents.' 


oe 
There is where I lost money on 4 cents. I have been shipping | 


Te 


to the Winnipeg market for 10 years The Winnipeg market as fat ra 


meat is not like grain. Top cattle was worth 5 3/4 in Wimi- ae 
peg one week and inside of three days top cattle was on 3 ye. 
‘There must be some arrangement made because the price was the ic 


same. That looked like an arrangement. Here we pay from 5 i 
to 6 1/4." We have no cold storage facilities a 
Chairman : i 
Q The dealer has to make it out of a dealer or the farmr ? 
a A. nr or go out of business. 
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A It was simply to freeze and store, That was on the month 
of November and they had ta be frozen, If we had a public in- 
stitution like that in Winnipeg we would not go, in and lodse 
$150 on a car of stock, We would not lose the $150 if we 
could store it. 
Q Is the cold storage better than frozen meat? A Yes 
Chairman ; 
Q You have never wun a cold storage of plant of any kind % 
A No 
Mr, Middleton; 
Q Then you require this cold storage along with the abattoir % 
A* Yes, part and parcel of it 
Mr. Haggart ; 
Q Then there would be a howl from these men that have put 
cold storage plants ? 
A Well, there is room for them all. 


WILLIAM H. YOUNG, having been duly sworn deposed as follows 
TO MR HAGGART: -- 


You are a farmer ? A Yes 
Where do you live ? 

In the rural mnicipality of Odanah 

Do you raise cattle ?- 

Yes, I have been raising cattle for 15 years 

Have you a cogsiderable herd ? 

Yes about fifty 

How many do you sell every year ? 

From about 12 to fifteen, 


OU OPP sOOP Or oO © 


You do not raise cattle purely for beef ? 
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A. No, I-earry on dairying. 

Q: Give us your°experiences in raising cattle ? 

A For the last few years I have been selling in the spring. 
The spring prices are certainly higher than the fall prices. 


The first year I think we got 4 cents and 4 1/ 4 cents. 4 cents 


twice. Last fall I had cattle to dispose of. For one cowl 

got 21/4. The best offer for stecers last fall was 2 1/2. 
The yeers prior to this theprices were about the s ame, 21/2 
cents was about the ruling price in the fall. In the spring 
we had the advantage over prices for feeding stuff. 


Q You gta better price in the spring than in the fall ° 

A Yes : 

Q If not, it would not pay you to fatten during the winter ? 

A It would not. | | 
Q And in the fall there is a disposition on the part of every 
person to sell ? A Yes 


Q That would naturally make a glut in the market for infer~ 
ior beef, ? 

A Yes, certainly it would. 

Q And the only way you could keep that becf would be to put 
it in cold storage; or to pickle it in some way or cure it ? 
_ Yes 

Q You would either have to dispose of,it or go on grain 
feeding eh sy 4° A. Yes 

Q You might possible sell it at a lower price in the fall 
without grain feeding mr selling it at a high price in the 
spring ; if grain is dear A Yes 
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Q Who buys from you ? | 3 aca x 
A The local dealer---I generally have to sell at what they of 
fer or else keep it, ma 














Q Does it appear to you that there is any arrangement amongst - 
them ? ae re 
A No, not amongst the local dealers 
Q They are a pretty decent lot of people ? A Yes 
. : Q Where do you think the trouble lies ? You suspect that 
| ‘there is trouble somewhere ? wh . 
. A Yes, well,our local men cleim that they are bidding all ae 
they can. It seems to m that there is too much of a 


| difference between 2 1/2 aunts, ie price to the cpnauest 
| beef at 15 cents. Thoyfe we paying us 21/2 cents and it o 
ss geems to m fhat there is too much difference ie; 
-— Q We brought that hore to these people. We said here isa. a : 
| mn that want a sirloin steak and they charge 18 to 20 cents — 


he ; 
. 


apni They say that in the first place they buyfor 3 cents, that 
| means a trifle under 6 cents a pound ? Wma 
A Tt ishear enough, 6 conts. rg 
Q And then there are the choice cuts 160 pounds, 60 pounds of 


’ 

7 ‘a 
; ae 
prices, and the neck not much better than dog's meat, and — oa 













loin, then the ribs, shank, and certain other parts at less- 






they work out the average price at 8 cents a pound, and they r 
say that that is not more than enou;h to sive them a reasonab “ 
sage and pay expenses ? ae 


= Ih this town we have no ) cuts less than cents a: ait 
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| A What I claim is this that there are no cuts expept the cane 


that are worth less than 6 cents a pound. There are only a 





















very few pieces, 2 picce of the rib and piece of the neck, 
the rest is all ‘sold at top prices. There is too big a 


difference. 
Q We have the statement in the reporter's notes. Wa 
think that the farmer ought to get a little more than he does ? 


A Yes ‘ 
Q These butchers and dealers puf it this way : Thoy say that 


syou farmers do not have ashi ch grade of cattle as you might 


have, and that there is always a market for high grade cattle. 
| What do you say as to that ? They say that the farmer shoves 4 


upon the mrket a lot of inferior meat and cattle that are not 
: prime, and very few prime cattle ; that there is always a good 


Zz market for prime cattle, and tht the mrket is slutted with | sa 


are 
A I do not see how that can affect the question of the high a 
aS 


} price of becf. They do not give it to us any way. Not even 
: A , i is 


for the best. It appears to me that there is not very imuch 3 
that. There would be a difference if the consumer had good 
beef. I have never made anaccurate computation of the cuts — 
although I have cut up mine. | . - ‘ 
Q We have had an estimte made in that line end w4ll be able 
to strike an average as to what is the real profit the butehor 
gots. I think if you farmers would take a little more in- 


_terst in this Investigation it would be more to your interest. 


ae one of the agerieved parties ? A ie ae 
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3 ; ses: 
Chairman : | : 
Q As you think that there is a good deal in them, and you . . 
think that there is a sort of uhion or combine anongst the : ae 3 
mat dealers, as a farmer to a farmer tell us whet reasons — | e 
you would give to show that such exists, from your point of vier 
A Yes, About the only reason that appears to my mind is thie: : 


There is not enough veriety between the prices they offer, 
The men that come to us say thet will give us so much ot mee 
They say they can only offer so much, They clain that they _ 
can only have a certain offer down there. They led me to ae 
: believe this : That one offer rules the whole. 
Q They know what price they will get md. they have to ering By 
you for that profit ? a 4 
" A They know ~ a fraction what they will get, unless there ie 
a sudden fell in the mrket or a sudien rise, they can stend a 
that, but it seldom happens. It seems to me that the Pripoe. eu | 


are fixed for then. 


‘ HUGH DYER, having been duly sworn deposed as follows it 
TO MR. HAGGART : -- | tee 


ax Minnedosa y 
"4 ‘Yes, outside of the town. 


eng. And you kop a considerable herd of cattle 


ie bi About, seventy= five 
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Q To whom ? 
A Generally to the salesmen or buyers in town, to Iii. McQuar- 
rie or a dealer. 
Q Now, Mr. Dyer, you have considered this beef question, and 


you haye read the corre ondence in the newspapers and you 
umierstand the objects of this comission, would you state in 


your own words your views with reference to the meat trade? 

A T have no knowledge first hand of the conditions are they 
are in Vimipeg. I only know the conditions are they are here. 
And know they fairly for a quarter of a esntury to my knowledge 
Wo never haye gpt value for our cattle in this country yet. 

The best price we received for cattle was this spring. 

I got fron the dealer 4 1/2 cents live weight delivered in 
Minne losa. Oh delivery Mr. Dealer assured me that he would 
find it very difficult te get anything out of it at that price. 
There must be a nigzer in the fence somewhere. Hay, oats, bar- 
ley, the price of labour, has been expremely high and also 
building material wherewith to build to house the cattle. 

And if we camot make more out of cattle tha this spring, be- 
tween 52 and 54 this @ spring, $548 for the 10 head, it is 
useless. Tt seems to me that there is som cause that is 

depr essing the pr ice of cattle to the producer ; and | take 

it tmt the loss is alnost always to the producér. 

OQ Cattle raising does not pay ? 

A There is no money in it. It is an adjunct to other systems 
of farming and it helps oul. The price of land, labour, feed, 
building material will prevent a mm making money if he lays 
himself out to raise cattle and nothing but that. I camot 

; Bee how 4 man can mke money at it. 

°Q What would you sugest as a remdy ° 

A I camot say that I have considered a remedy. I have no 

Yeason to believe that the trouble is at this end. 
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Q You do not think that the butchers and cattle dealers are 
making more than a fair profit 7 | 
A I do not think that the cattle dealers were offering me any 
less than they ware fairly entitled to considering the price 
in Wimipeg at that tino ? a 
Q You do not think that there is any combination among the 
local dealers ? de Me 
A Wo such wickedness as a combination, Though it is not from 
lack of wickedness as from lack of ovportunity. I am not 
prépared to sugze st a remedy. The remedy suscested, public 
abattoir, market and cold storace would go somewhere near it, 

I sold for May a delivery. When it came to May de elivery the 
market was conve sted. end I could not make mything. It seems 
to me that the cold storace would let them ouv and let us out 

t the same tine. It would not be to their interests to do any 

thing against my welfare. I do not know that they are are 
any straighter than they, should be but it is to their interests 
to look after iny interests to get my tra de. othe profit cones 
out of me... So.I do not wnt them to have an excessive profit. 
I have heard of no 2 cents a pound beef as spoken of by one 
dealer, I was offered 2172 conts: for some cattle that I 

sold in the spring. 

Q ‘You cannot control ‘the marke t when there are more to sell 
than there are butchers ta buy. You think that a : cold storage 
would enable the farmer or doaler to hold on ? 

A I would, help to remove the cause of complaint. e% would 

you Like a bank temporarily helps one for three months say. 

It ‘could only be run by a company of private individuals, It is 
nob fair, to asx the municipality to do it. 
my But ae sae would be in the’ same business as The 
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Gala gher]jolman, Lafrance Company, for instance ? 

A The more people there are in thet business, the less chance 
of collusion. | 

Q It has been suggested that the government do it ? 

A It seams to me that it would hardly be fair to those who 
have their money invested in the business now, although I 
think that they are not handling the trade fairly to the 
farmers. 

Something must be wrong . The price of live meat 
here is $1N/per ewt. than in Chicago. It varies from $1 to 
$1.40 per owt. And yet when you pay the highest in Chicago is 
15. cents and in Wimipeg it is 18 cents. In this wék's number 
of the Breeders’ Gazette, published in Chicago, here are 
steers quoted at S7 to e7.55 and all the way dewn --- year- 
lings.at different prices down to %& 4 15. This is issued 
July the 17th. Those cattle are all the same grade. Choice 
steers 85 to 0 25, other steers lower oA, 65 to $4.75 are 


quted in the issue of The farmers’ Advocate . The Breeders" 


Gazette is accurate. Take the amual run of cattle in Winnipeg 


say 70,000, that is only a week's trade in Chicago. [t is 
alleged that in Chicago that there is a meat trust, it has not 
hit the butchers yet. There is only one cattle warket here 
pend that is Winnipeg. Clay, Robinson & Co advebiises in the 
Breeders’ Gazette cight great cattle mairke ts. That firm is in 
sight of the greatest cattle markets. The Chicago market is 
only one out of seven otler centres. Yet they talk in Wimi- 
peg of glutting, the market, | | : 
Q You recommend the establishment of a Say ia abattoir, and 
cold storage ? | ide 4 A Yes 
92, By whom should it be, run 2 
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A Ido not know. Probably when one came to look into it one 
would be of the opinion that the government or the municipali- 
ties as a whole. I have not gone into the question. 
Chairman : 
Q The pooint we went to get at is that the public have to be 
considered. There is certain evidence to show that something 
should be regulated, I think the scheme that should be advised 
is one that should encourage the industry, let it be a safety 
valve in favor-of the smaller dealers, butchers and farmers. 
In “Gach Zealand they have such a plant. It is handled in such 
a way that no other plant’can exploit the small dealers amd 
producers 2 
A It would. be almost an elysium, but it would not leave room 
for working the oracle. 
Q It could be put under independent mmagement by the muni- 
cipality. 
A I know it would be very difficult to keep these things free 
a 

. Hage cart ; 
Under civic manager ent it is liable to be worse than under a 
politician , | baat od AY 
Q As 2 men he understand s conditions in Manitoba and as a 
man conversant with the trade, if you seo objections along 
that Line of a remedy what would you sugpe st % They say tht 
farmers are ‘eoing out of the business because it is not profi- 
table enough, you as an intelligent man tell us some other line 
of remedy that you think full be feasible or RAT to foster 
the. ‘trade and give everybody a square deal ? 
A one thing is certain we have not a square deal. And meny 
more ain Zo out ‘of the stock busine ss. I have tried it for 
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seventeen years and I have bought the best shorthorn bulls, 
the best that money could buy, and I cannot make money out of & 
it. 

Q Gan you oive us any sugze stions ? 

‘A There is aS one Jogitinate way, to encourage compe tition 
in buying, 

The chairman : 

Q “Row can you, when you see men are getting away from the 
waste of competition ? , 

A I do not mean in the local markets. We have tie or four 
“men we can s ell to. They impress upon us that the market is 
glutted in Wir ipeg---too many ca -ttle---yards are full® Why 

should it ‘be clutted 2 Chicago would take it in a week. 

0 De you not think that the princip&aé of co operation is 


putting out the principle of competit tion and. is the net result 


of conditions today ?. You could not apply the principal of 
co-operation in the old times. Take a large district in which 
there. are avhundredsnall butchers and cattle dealers. Two 
_of them go together and say wkkt we will combine our businesses 
and geta better plant. They remove competition between them- 
selves. Nalf a dozen other say we will join them, and we will 
_ put up a better equipment still and eventually compe tition has 
been eliminated. Take Gordon, Irenside & Fares, Griffin's and 
.so.on.. These through co-operation are eliminating competition, 
We must. take the next legal steps to regulate that business. 
When, firms combine to rettrain trade they are oine: beyond the 
\law.. If we carmot keep them apart by law ad punishment how 
are wecolte toide dte®) “yc cowry : WER! 
Eimenttecb ew appointed a commission to find out if there is 
a combination it would be for your to apply the remedy that” 
ear mett be a municipal or govermental ¢old storage and 
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‘abattoir to fight them with. Of course, the first thing is to 
prove that the people are being hurt. We believe honestly 
that we are being hurt. We have not been getting what we want 
for our cattle. The abattoir men are respmsible and they 
must, taken the result of their acts which have made that 
7 condition possible. 

Q Itis certainly an intricate and difficult problem . We 
must, however, ssloct, from the best intelligence of the people 
She best remedy. 

AL Certainly. 
Q Wewant their equipment ? 

A The price I want to make is that it seems to me that we can 
at no time _ get the price for our cattle, They are purchasing 
here at 3 cents, _ and that would give the dead beast here some ~ 
| where in the neighbour hood of 6 cents, ani I do not know any 
‘kind of meat under 6 cents that is sold to you. 

Q As to improving our stock 2 

A That is acase for individual effort, If one sells 10 head 
of good stock and another sells bad stock it knocks your whole 
average down. One would hardly like to state what he thinks 
a sufficient ani right remedy without giving the subject 
further thought and more material at my hand so as td know 
what was wanted, and wat to eliminate. I would have to 

spend considerable time in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Golden : Give the chairman your opinion in writing ? 

A Yes | 

Chairman : IM going about the country and gathering up 
information we have to sugzest remedies therefrom,and I would 
like to have Mr. Dyer’s opinim. We will sugzest such a remedy 
as is justified by the best evidence in the province . 
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Mr. Middleton : 

Q We should take into consideration the large siuv*inkage on 
the railways ? 

A A butcher has complained to m that he has lost as high as 
7 to &%. “Ng | 

Q South of the line they have some sys tom whereby they have 
no such shrinkage ? 

A Prom the producer's standpoint you have to @ to a very 
large expense in ordér to get smll returns. If we want a new 
bull we have to ‘pay a large figure for him. They are at us 
to keep more cattle » but I an not going to keep more cattle 


unless the price improves. 


The Commissioners at the conclusion of Ilr. Dyer's 
evidence adjourned to mect on the morning of Tuesday, August 
the6th.,1907, in tho Town of Dauphin. | 
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SITTINGS held in the Council Chamber in the Town of 
Dauphin on Tuesday the Sixth day of August 1907, commencing 
at 10 o'clock in the forenoon : Befare Mr. Commissioner Camp— 
bell, chairman’, and Mr. Commissioner Middleton. 

Alexander Hageart, Counsel for the said Commissioners 


Horace A.Craig, secretary. 


CHARLES PETER WILLIAMS, having heen duly sworn, 


deposed as follows : -- 


TO MR. HAGGART: ; 


Q. Where are you doing business ? 

A. Doing business under the name of McRae & Williams, goneral 
merchants and cattle dealers, Plumas. 

Q Do you buy cattle ? : 

A Yos, our chief business 

Q How do you dispose of these 2 

AS Full car lots we take to Wimipog. 

Q Do you feed them your selves 7 

A No, only just what is necessary to get rid of them. We get 
them from the farmers round. 

Q Do you send out specially to BUY cothe 2 

A Occasionally. _ Two. cars is the, Yeast we ever ship, ene 
Fow many cars do 3 you ship in the. season ? os 
Probably 2 would be a pretty good ostimte.. 

Do you go to Wirmipog ? 


O:.-—re OO. 


be 


ay. partner does. | 
Q Do you consign them Sa yourself. 2 
A We ‘have done 80, but have sent them to Griffin & Co. 


Be | 
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Generally cattle is consigned to ourselvas, but hogs are con- 
sipmed to Griffin , 
Q Your partner negotiates for the disposition or sale ? 
A We have done that before they left tow. We have the hogs 
sold before shipping, but not the cattle. We take the éattle 
on chances. 
Q How do you dispose of the cattle ? 
A To the best butcher we can get in the C.P.R.yards. 
Q Was the same man always arowd ? 
A Wo, we had to sell som to outside parties to got rid of then 
We generally sel] to abattoir men. 
Q Who are the outside men that buy ? 
A William Williams. He used to be around Griffin's. When we 
used to take in two or three cattle in a car load of hogs. He 
is what is called a wholesale butcher. we butchers for the re- 
tail trade. I think he has a little small slaughter-house of 


his om. I would not say for sure. I understand that they 


made a new survey across the river. He was slaughtering there. 


Q What is the experience of your firm in disposing of your 
cattle ? If amy combine oxisted among the Wimipog people it 
would hurt you ? ) | A Yes 

0 What is your exper tence 2 

A We can get no bid on ‘cattle in Winnipeg One mam would bid 
end the rest would sit around on the fence. ‘VWecan only got 
one bid in the ¢.P. R, yarcs. If my partner had not know this 
Ir. Williams he would not have sold at that time. I would 

not like to say thatthere is a combine. All I know is he could 
only get one bid. 

Q Were representatives of the stock yards there 2 

A He said there were a number of them. He did not say how many 
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Q Was this the experience with other consignments ? 

A He got no bid but the one bid. 

Q That is to say Gallagher would not bid against Gordon, nor 
Gordon against The Western Packing Company ? 

A I euess it was something like that but I would not say it 

0 You carry on your negotiations by telephone ? 

* Yes, from the lst of July. We did have correspondenes. 

Tho claim was that the stuff was not up to the mrk. 

Q ‘I suppose in picking up stuff from the fammers in that way 
picking up a few to fill the car it would not be the be st beef? 

A Our aim was to get. the best beef in the locality. : 
Q How would it compare with the sencral « quality of what was 

on the Wimipes market ’ 

A The Wimipeg mrket had cattle taken off the ranches i bette 
than ours. 

Q You did not take in stellfed cattle ? 

A No, if anybody had a real nice beast we would teke it cown | 
in the wintet tine, 

0 And. you would get 2 good. price for it ? 

A I would not say that we would got anything extra 
Q You come to the conclusion that there must be sone. arr mgan | 
ment after having only got one bid ? 
A That is for car loads. For one or two beasts we never tried 
Williams generally picked them ‘Up. 

Q As to the pork was your experience the same ? 

A ‘No, ‘it was Satisfactory, I think. We. sell them before we 
deliver thom and then we Jmow. We, should have no kéck. then, 

We make our sales before wo ship. 


Q What is your, oxperience with regard to the rat lway company ? 
A It is vory poor 
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Q They give you poor accommodation ? 
A Yes, we could make sane money if we had better accommodation 


We are 64 miles from Por tage la Prairie. We leave there at 7 


at night. “We get into Portare et 4 a.m. I asked if there was a 


train going out. i said not until 3. We could do nothing 
“in the night. We got then to switch our car to the yards. In 


the morning we isa We had to buy chop and draw water. 
Between 12 end 1 we loaded the pigs and got in at ll. In 
the moming they were weighed off, TI knew by my weights it 
burt th stock. 
Q You think the facilities for shipping stock from Dauphin t@ 
Wimiipeg are very poor ? | 
A Yes. We have had it in every case. That is a fair average. 
We do not always unload at Por tage . Very often they will not 
~ give us a chance to feed. That is my experience with reference 
to hogs and cattle. ‘We have complained on delivery to the 
railway vy, We have never complained about the run. We have 
complain d ad about the trensfer : vihen they put us on the 


transfer and take us to J.¥.Griffin's. We have appealed to Mr 
Q What do you say as to the price you set for your cattle and 


i. Cons idor ring Montreal and Toronto we are getting afair price 


eh 8 as ‘to best we sept y no price at all consider ing tne outside 


markets. 
Q Give us nore details. Comparatively speaking you do not 
get the same HP clalags for help beef bavvhe is oe in Montreal or 


Chicago | 
A Yes es, “that is right. 
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Q You must renenber that we are quite a distance from those 
large markets yi 

A Yes, we are nate a te go any farther than Wimipeg, 

ilo do not expect to get the same price, but we expect to get it 
in proportion. 

Q .The price per eet ec. averaged higher in Chicago and 
Viontreal ? 

A I am spaaking of Monte eal and Toronto 

Q Give us some comparison of the prices at which you have sold 
when they were so much higher ? watt} 

A That is hard for me to remember. I would not like. to say. 
But I know we have sold beef in Wimipeg at 2 3/4 cents a pound 
I know that for a positive fact. That would be a year ago abou 
now. | | | 

Q You do. know vin t the. prices in Montreal ad toronbo were 
then ? ny 

A , but I know they were very much in excess. 

Q Your cattle. might be of a very much inferior grade to that 
which was sold in Montreal and Toronto ? 

A I could not say that. 

Q Yours were grass beef ? bas) ifn ® 

q it would not be fair to compare the prices of grass beef 

in Winnipeg with. stall fed. in Montreal end Toronto ? 

A That, would be unreasonable. 5 ile 

Q You have noticed this agitation with sataveded to beef ? 

A FO) 114 UP wanted oie i Ladies , 
Q We, have had some eaten say that iis Haus Pgemany 
were a little to plane, themselves. on acount of the inferior 
quality and of it not being properly. fed ? ) 
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A I would always encourage the farmer to grow the best of 2 
stock. The best of stock will get a bid. Still our farmrs 
are trying to do the best they can. 
Q You try to buy as cheap as you can ? A Yes 


Q tt is charged that there is a very largs spread ‘be tween the 


- farmer's price and the consumer's ? 


A rt is the loss that comes to us. 
Q You people are not getting wealthy at the expense of the 


farmer ? 


A’ Resarding car loads we have lost on every transa 2aotion. We 


have lost in every case. Regarding an odd beast vut in the 
car with hogs we have made sometimes ; as a roule every time. 

Q rave you any suggestions you could make that would improve 
the conditions of the trade ? 

A I do not'-know where to get at the start. 

0 Ts there any arrangement between you and the other cattle 
buyers in this part of the country by which you shall only 
give a certain sum to the farners ? 

A I would certainly say no. 

Q Wo combinethat the dealers shall get a certain price ? 

A Wo such thing exists. I have heard‘of other people talk of 
‘other companiés. Do you mean among the local buyers ? 

QI man among people ‘buying cattle from the farmers here? 
Do you Imow if there exists betwen the local buyers any armen 


“gement: or understanding by ‘which they will not bid over other 
‘buyers for the farmer's beef or pork ? 

‘A I know of nothing: ~ what I heard: pen from other 
‘people. ‘OUD ara buy recular} { " 

vgn Js there any at Paapinient | betwen you and the other dealers 


“thet you partition the terrdtory 7 
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A I will certainly say no. What are in tom I know of nothing 


positive. 

Q You ship over the KR C.N.R/,and have to bring your stock to 
the stock yards over the transfer ? A Yes 

Q They go over the trensfer ? A Yes 


Q And have experienced the same trouble and delay ? 
A’ Yes 
-'Q Stock farmers and dealers have sugzested to the com nission~ 
erd that’ union stock yards would obviate several of the dirfi- 
culties, what do you say as to that ? 
A LI have not considered that 

Q Several others in the same position as you have sugzested 
- the erection of a public abattoir might be beneficial, so 
that if you brought in your car, and you only got one bid or 
no bid at all you could a your dead meat there and sell it 
to advantage ?, 

A I think it would be to our advantage. I think an abattoir 
-ané union yards would be to our advantage. 
| Q +8 there any further suggest itself to you that would be 

of advantage to the Commissioners ? 
A My recommendation would be that a stock train should run on 
the C.N.R.whatever date they say, provided we had a good stock 
yard. Supposing there were five or six dealers we would watch 
for it: If we each’ could have a stall in the stock yard and 
“have a through stock train to take our stuff to Winnipeg the 
saving of shrinkage would be a large advantage. Not 48 hours 
to 106 miles. This is to be a regular scheduled stock train. 
We could go out and buy regularly and it wouldbe to his an 
vantage. We have been counting on getting a stock train 
although we have nob yet made representations to the railway 
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company. If we had a regular stock train even once in three 
weeks would do. 7¢ now goes on the regular freight train. I 
have been 8 years at it since last June. I only gt one 
successful run once and we had that because there was a acci- 
dent on the train and they rushed the car behind the special 
engine. They were taking an injured mn in, 
Chairman : 
Q In buying cattle you are going to ship how do you regulate 
the price ? 
A We regulate it by Gordon & Ironside's price list or Griffin's 
Q Will they pay you by that list ? 
A Not if we are down in quality when we get there. ‘The 
statements sent out by these big dealers regulate our prices. 
Q How do you find the farmers ? Are they satisfied with 
the state of the industry ? Are they going more into cattle 
raising ? | 
A They are the very reverse. 
@ Why 7... | 
A The ‘price. They are getting in better shape for handling 
them. They are putting up better farms. 
Q Can you suggest any remedy 2 
No, only about the transfor 
You pay the. freight 2 
Noy. it, is deducted off our. bill and is paid by them. 
What is the freight to Wirmipes ? 
Thirty. dollacrs for. 20 ,000 lbs., that is, for a car to Winni- 
Peg i vA for transfering. 
Q That is the regular rate 2 ; A Yes 
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Q rave you shipped to Montreal ? Ai 0; 
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Q ave you ever heard that these big dealers get a rebate from 
the railway company ? 

No , not to myknowledge | 

How do you find hog production ? 

tt is increasing in quality ad a snaller quantity. 

Are they satisfied with the price ? 

Hogs have been pretty steady 

What was the cause of the rise in the price of hogs ? 


I camot tell you. 


> OO, > ©. 2 > 


Q was it to increase the supply ? 

A I think the demand far, bacon in the west and in British 
Colunbia was the cause, so Griffin told ine. 

Q Do you not think it an extraordinary thing to look for a 
marke t in British Cilumbia when we are.importing from the 

States ? What is the matter ? British Colunbia is taking more. 
than Manitoba is raising ? | | 
A J.Y.Griffin does a big business there in the bacon that he 
is hand ling ; that is Swift's company now. 

Mr Middleton : _ 

Q How much shrinkage would your hogs lose in this trnsfer? | 
A Ihave shrunk farmers 5 per cent on our scales ad it was 
8 per cont in Wimipog 
Mr. Haggart : : 
Q. You deny without any hesitcation that you buyers parcel ) 
out the country among you ? 

A No such understanding, I have know Gal laway to ask me to 
buy cattle for hin. 
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Q Do you’ know then if there is any such custom existing anong 
the big Winnipeg buyers that they parcel up the province 
among them ?- ) 

A Ihave heard it but have no proof of it. yoard it from 
people who Imew no more than me.” 


- JANES LEGCEIT, having Been duly sworn deposed as follows: 
TO MR. HAGGART : -- 


Fou are @ cattle dealer end you do business at Plumas ? 
Yes nee | be 2. Wah ye bes 

hae you buy cattle in this north country here ‘Bis 

ves, and I am & butcher too. ae 

‘And you sell the meat in the neighbourhood ?...A ‘oes 
Ana you als@ sell the surplus cattle that you do not need 


ao, eae. = 4a bee a> 


‘for butchering, in’ Wimipeg ? 

Ves PT try to sell it. if I.can) get, a ARE 

Q You buy! from ‘thefarmers ? 

A All the time 

Q About what proportian do you Skat on foot ? 

A T have not shipped very much to Wimipeg. I used to sell 

for Galloway Brothers. 1 figured on him. I thought it was 
‘pretty good tovhye him. 

‘Tewyehiatergotltuynestamacent.? 

A T bought it. for. hime=--1: tchought he was a ae fellow. 

a) ‘Were you buying as. his ‘agent Te] 


“A He would telephone to me, to, go amd wy a car lead of cattle 


“arid T would dovit. He would, come, up. md bring, the. money 
Q Were 'you ‘buying as his agent? 
Kk - Yow knowhow to take At WS 
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Q That is how you export cattle ? 
A Sometimes I take it myself. 1 took 4 car loads last fall. 
Q To whom did you’sell ? 
a To Gordon & Ironside all the time. I shipped them in four 
car loads of cattle. I asked them to use me good. 
You found that was better tactics than peddling them ? 
I would not do that. I said these are your cattl e. 
~ You did not ask for bids from the others ? 
I would not call them down. 


It would be a laughable farce. I think the retailers are 
the boys that are getting it. I an a retailer myself. 


I think they are the boys tlmt are getting the money; the 


‘I think it‘is «the retailer ‘who is the man that is making the 


“money. Ido not know what his share is, but he is getting 


more than'we are getting. I would not) @v into any combine 
except with the farmer . 


Q Is thre any arrangement or understanding that you shall not 


bid against each other ? 
A lo 
Q You try and buy from the farmers as cheap as you can ? 


“AS.No.vol am pretty: fairs: (01 do not give them all they went. 


Tam shipping’all the tim. The C.N.R.is robbing me. No fa~ 
cilities at all. There are no Stock yards. They do not seem 


to want men to take cattle over their railway. If I am ship- 


ping cattle I will never ship over their road. Gordon & 


C 


_ «Ironside write and say : Here is a price ata C.P.R.point. 


‘My grievance is the inefficient service at-C.N.R. points. 
They are no good. The 0.P.R, will not handle your car when 


There was no combine or. trust in Wimipeg that would hurt yu 


 Winmipeg retailers. The abattoirs are selling meat cheap enous 
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they get if on the transfer. I tell you the shrinkage was all] 

right last tim, | 

Q In your correspondence with Gordon & Ironside do they direct 
you to ship on amy particular road ? 

Gh, yes. Gordon & Ironside's on 0.P.R. points. 

They went you to ship via C.P.R ? 

Yes 

Why ° What difference is there in them ? 

It is a whéle lot. I sell the cattle to them before T leave 


m= 2. > 
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home. 

Q And you leave the naming of the price to them ? 

A They tell me on an average, and I say : Pay me wat they 
are worth. They use me pretty fair. I say ' Take these ship- 
ments. They handle you all right. . 
Q The commissioners are here to recommend to the legislature 
what will benefit the trade. Can you give them any sugge s~ 
tions that you think will be of use to them ? 

A No. But you can get. then to move us into Winnipeg as fast 
you cm. ‘There are no stock yards at Plumas. 

Q What you want are better facilities for shipping stock ? 
A” Yes” : | | 

Q That would put you in a better position ? 

A Yes. I would & ip mor @ over the road. I would not give 
the farmers any more. | 

Q You have a cinch on the farmer ? oi A Yes 

Q. Has not the farmer ‘soma thing to say on the price ? 

A They let me have the stuf. They are all friends of mine. 
I pay cash. eas 

Q There is no ehalint between the local buyers ? 

A Wo. 
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R.Y. BING, having been duly sworn deposed as follows : 
TG MR. HAGCART 2 -- 


You live at Plumas ° 

In the country, outside Plumas. I an a farmer 

Mixed faraing ? “A Yes 
Growing grain and raising cattle ? 

Yes, and the last few years I heve fed cattle. Par tly my 


own raising partly what I have bought. 

Q Asa cattle buyer and a cattle seller and a person who fecds 
cattle for the mrket, have you any sugzestions or or kevances 
to lay before the commissioners ? 

A There doas not seen to be a sufficient margin between good 
and poor cattle. The price seems to be fixed by the weight 
not in quality. Take steers entirely, they price from 1100 
pounds end over. . | 

Q You are speaking of Wimipeg buyers ? 

A My experience in selling cattle was once with Gordon & 
Ironside and twice with Geiteeter. Galloway. 

Q Your cattle were good, prime 2 

A Pre tty fair well fed . 

Q And you though that you were not getting a suffieient price 
for fooding in the winter ? 

AD Yes, but the di fference is not so much in the weight as in 
the quality of the beef. 

Q Sore farmers have been. telling us that they thought the 
difficulty was in the farmrs in not having well fod, and wollte 
bred cattle. Your experiance is the opposite ? 
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\A» LI think we farmers suffer from that. There is no encoura 
ment foremen who breed wellbred stock. You get the seme price | 
from the buyers as for the poor grade stuff. 

Q This is in dealing with buyers who come around here ? 

A Yes a 

Q Your sales were principally to buyers in Winnipeg ? 

A No, principally to Galloway md Mecdonald. I never ship 
to Wimipes 

Q )Farmers havd told us ‘that the great cause of the trouble 
,wes the the farmers put upon the market cattle that were not 
fit for beef, not wellbred or sufficiently finished, and that 
that was the cause of the low price of beef and the dull mar- 
ket, they say too many poor cattle are put on the market for. 
bee f. 9 

A The man who has good stuff has to help pay for this man 
who has poor stute. Themen who have poor stuff do not grade 


stock. . 
Q Thatvuis the buyer who comes here to buy ? A Yes 
Qo Yow never ship to Winnipes’? | Ae” Mos 


Ay No, I have had well acar load but never shipved it. 

Q rave you ever found anything that led you to believe that 
there was a trust to keep down vrices ? 

A» Nothing but the fact that I set very few bids. I just got 
one bid I just.teok the first bid iri came. Because I would 
not get another. . eae 

Qs From local dealers buying for Galloway * 

A. I-camot sayy But I have sold to G4Yoway uysolf. It is 
vary ‘seldom that, Wimipeg dealers *’senf’out buyers. A sale at 

Plumas was three car loads shipped from Plumas stallfed for 
Galloway. I do not know whether he acts afor ny Winnipeg man. 
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I an careful. qu ein it pay. I weigh everything that goes into 
the cattle and I food the cheapest possible food that I can get 
results from. 
Chairman : . 3 " 
Q You make a profit ran ; A Yes 
Mr, Haggart : mr | | 
Q On vhat price live weight do you imake @ profit ? 
A You have first, to make the price of the cattle. The price of 
roughage > hay, the bulk of the feeu ent the price of the grain 


| 
| 
i 


ration 
Q If coarse grain is very - cheap 1 can take a Lanes price 
for your eof. and it would pay ? 
A Yes 
0 ie 9 not lost money ? - ot Ne 
ae iy ra. ‘No, never. | | 
Q And you do not aerhend te go out of the busine 8s ? 
A Wo, not as long as I am farming. , 
hee rs there anything that you can offer to these gentlemen 
who are here, in your interests---any thing that you can sug7e st? 
A I think the cattle might be graded so as to encourage people 
to ‘tum out the best ; ‘They might be graded by a Bere 
inspector as wheat is inspected. | | 
As a farmer raising cattle how would you enforce that ? 
Grade as you sell grain. 
You go into the elevator amd sell it on grade ? 
Yes ' ih 


aie oO. Eo% 


| 
\ 

The elevator 3 man might grade you down ai 
A tS peliove in tbe larger marke ts they are graded. now. | 
| 
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Q When you get a prime lot of cattle would it not pay to have 
a man come out from the city to buy them ? 
A Yes, but the trouble is you usually hcave a mixed bunch of 
cattle and you have to sell your best stuff at a sacrifice in 
order to sell your poossr stuff 
Q You have three-quarters of a car prime stuff and fill it up 
with scrub, there are lots of purchasers for the good stuff ; 
will they take advantage of that ? 
A T have heard that that what happens 
Q And that is the mesult of bringing to market cattle which 
should not be brought there ? 
A I would make it criminal to have scrub bulls rwming at 
large. 
Chairman : 
Q Have you any individual grievance am other than there is 
not enough grading and no competition ? 
A No, but I do not think that there is sufficient to. encourage 
you to do your best. 
Mr. Middleton : 
Q Do you weigh your stock before you start feeding ? 
A I do if I can. But I have no scales. 
Q How much dopay for them, do you buy by the pound or on foot 
A I pay as little as I possibly can. I make it pay. There is 
not very much in it, but I make it pay. 


GHARLES P) WILLIAMS recalled : -- 
Q Did you make the shrinkage 13 per cent or 8 per cent ? 
A A pig is a hundred pounds, we aliow the farmer 95 pounds. 
When we arrive at Winnipeg it is 8 per cent less than 95 per 
“When we got there quick the day there was an accident 
we “ie there on 4 per cent. We show the bookkeeper the net 
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95 per cent. we take that down and show what we paid. Then 
we are paid 7 cents a pound , 
Ur. Middleton: | 
Q Is that on “als id 
A Principally on hogs. 
Chairivan : 
A It is aetranntinnyst 
(A It is the trip. If we hada good run we could do xush so 


much nicer, | 
RCHIBALD.BENNETT, having been duly sworn deposed as 
follows : -- 


TOUR, HAGCART : - 


Q You are a cattle dealer doing business in Dauphin ? 


AL yes, for a little over a year. Iwas on a farm before that 


and I was in ‘the general store business in Gilbert Plains, 
I did not have many ca ttle when I was in the farming business, 
Q Do you, butcher and sell in Dauphin all the cattle you buy? 
ee ee. | | | 
And sell tha to the citizens ? A Yes 


You buy of the fammers as cheap as you can 2 A Yes 


A 
Q 
Q 
Q How are the prices fixed at which you sell to the purchaser 
A Generally go by. the Winnipeg market. 

Q You and the other butelers do not fix the | oricas ? 

of, No. We. may sous times make a. out to ahotal. Jf one cuts 


another cuts to it. ) ss 
alu There is no | arrangenent ta keop up the price 7A No 
-Q fg there any arrangenent fixed for the price of the cattle 


you stall buy oe 


er not Ay anything like tint. I know nothing of # 
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e have e pay mor e thacn others some times when I gp out, 

Q. ‘You do not, let one buteler gp ep to ore neishbourhood and you 
to another ? og | 
A. To I ep ars I can buy best 

s, Q. The housekeepor says she pags too much ? 

r A ‘Tt changes quite a bit from the farmer until the house= 
keaper gotcs it, , 
Q Tf 5 you buy it at 2 cents a pound and sell it at 15 and 20 
conts a pound ? | 


A The farmer will say that you are charging 20 cents 2a pound 


for ste eak. The trouble is we are only getting 15 cents a pound 
for the choicest stea They forget that there are shrinks, 

; and lots of waste on which we do not realize over I 1/2 or 2 | 
: conts. That costs me as much as the 15 cents a pound on foot. 
I am not in business for my h eel th. "The fa mer does not do 
| business right. You are only Pars i 15 cents a pound for a 
small por tion. We paid for beef 4 Ve cents, that is we paid | 
a cents a pound on the block., Tt was not properly finished. B.| 

The shrinkage was too great. It shrenk ahalf. I did not take | 
the Pitad 3 into ‘consideration. | 
Q The hide pays for itself ? | 

| 





A Yes it Pays. for killing the animal or better. So you take 
-” that meat hich ‘oat me 9 cents a pound. T retatt it at 15 | 
cents a cfd und lots of it I sold at 8 cents a pound. They | 
are simply talk ng through their hats. I gant you there | 


; Bake be. a ot ‘There are times when we should get more for 


6 bnkhiee ae the man who, has then woll fod end. wellbred 


| 7) bop pr prige. For instimee T ought: a grass fed stor. It 
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killed at 57 per hundred. There are so-called stallfeds that 
only kill half, 50,to0 the hundred. rt pays better to pay more 
for better stuff. we can get more off it that will sell at the 
higher prices outof the same animal. | 
Q You have. read the. newspaper correspondence with reference 
to the trade 2. 
A No, I have. not. | 
0 Have you, any suggestions to offer ? 
A I ship none, I have no complaint. to offer therefore. 
Q You have nothing to: do with the cattle buyers in Winnipeg? 
A I know nothing about them. 
Q. By the Chairman 
How do you account for the fact that your prices to the con- 
sumr, for.those choice cuts always remin the sane 9 Why 
do you not raise the price ? | 
A. Well, we. raised it.in the spring. oh will go down, 
yast, sumer all we got was 12 1/2 cents a pound, 
Mr..Middleton.: $F .. . 
Q...How.much are you: paying by the pound for fat cattle this 
Spring and this sumer ? 
A $tallfed I pay:4,.1/2 cents a pound. 


. “A.WAGNER, having been duly sworn, deposed as follows ; -+ 
TO MRy HAGGART :.. 


662. om YS 


Q. Where.do,you live and what is your oodupktion ? 

A (Grandview. . Ihave resided and carried on business there as 
& butcher and cattle dealer for three years there. I have a 
retail, butcher's ak shop and I buy and ship live stock ; 
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cattle and hogs. When the stuff gets too much we try and ship 
it out if we can make up acar. Sometimes there is hardly 


enough to supply our om trade. 


| 
| 


Q Give us your experience ; what do you find wrong a bout 
the mat trade ? or the cattle trade ? 

A On the cattle shipping business we want better shipping. 
There shouldbe city stock yards in Winnipeg. I have nothing 

to say about the government abattoir. I look to be there 48 or 
24 hours and can unload and feed and water ; n°t te sell and by 


at the first man's price and if you do not teke his offer you 


are sure to take less. I find that out at the 0.P .stock YOERy 
And another thing I have shipped into Toronto from points in 
berkacts. Toronto has a city cattle market. You ULL PRA feed 


- and water. You pay for hay for the cattle and for chop for 


s 


the hogs. Say a train runs 120 miles, it comes in you unload 


directly into the yards. You feed and water your stock. And 


| they feed all night yany buyers cone around and you tell then — 
Wed 
what you wnt. If you do not take one mm's bid you you get uu) 
anothers$. In Winnipeg you have to sell to the weight off the a7 


car. I would like to see city stock yards owned and con- 


_ trolled by the city. Have the city weigh master paid somch 
| 4 
a year and do fair weighing for buyer am seller. a 


Q Do you take the weights of the man who is buying ? 
A Ido not, but honest scales, I cannot dispute the weights ; 3 | 
for fear of causing a fine. You cannot dispute a wolent ne ; 
_ his scales have been tested, 
ba There is akind of tacit arrangement waereby they will not . | 
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‘was so disgusted. I sold it hometo a fellow who could make a 

dollar more out of it than I could | bes 
Q Are the abattoir men out here buying ? ” 
A No, but I have seen them once. ' fe 


Q As a general rule they are not there ? ° 


A Toa, they have the thing so monopolized that the men ep to 
then. : " 


Q You have no doubt that there is a monopoly ? 

A Yes, but I would not say what they have done since 2 year. 

I think if a man has a good quality of cattle he can get a good | 
price. There are certain times of the year when grass cattle is i 


_ better than stallfed. They are superior to them. Stallfed 


cattle we had to pay 4.1/2 cents a pound in Wimipeg. There 
was not enough feeding here then to supply the denand for the 
trade from our town. I can see by the papers that things in ita 


ne ‘ 


/. 
* 


nipeg are not much different from wha t they were a year ago, vie 
Q wave you any sugzestions to make regarding the erection of a 
. | ‘ 


abattoirs ? oh 
A In Toronto they have men buying animals for the market, vie 
they wholesale to the abattoirs. I would not sugee st that it. a 
be @ gpvernment owned aba ttoir, Qet the buyer come to the oe 
market and buy and sell the be st beef. Ve i a 


Q You can butcher your stock and put it in cold storage? ; 
A. Yes, but it is another, how long it has been in cold storage 
; aor it will be tainted. 
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Q How would selling stock bring about competition ; could ¥ 
they nat sit on the fence and the others hold back ? iy oy 
A Aman has to sell off the cars. ) a ee 
Q How would it bring about competition, such as you deseribe e 


in Toronto ? 


pies 


A fe buys steers from 12 ,060 to 15, 000 pound cattle for the 7 
export trade, 


Q Suppose I went in with 15 head of export cattle and 15 bute 
a 
chers, I would have to sell the export to pay for the whole if it 
: co not see how the union stock yards would remedy conditions? — 
ne I tay the market is controlled by Gordon & Ironside. Bk a 
Ag 
Ns 
Q Aman gave evidence that he held his calves in cold storage ‘oe 
for three months and. sold them after that for a profit, the 


storage would act as a safety valve ° 


. 
B * bly. I do not know who are the largest exporters, but I ‘ 
| , : | 
| tohink Gordon & Ironside are the large 


— sa we 


A Yes, of course, but this Cordon 2 & Ironside could under sell 
us at any time of the year. we camot compete against them . a 
do not think the city can. Thoy have an advantage by freight 

in train loads. I could make an arrangement with the ¢ MR, | 


ned 
a be, 


espa 
Ne 


oS Ss 


40 deliver 20 cars to Montreal at a cheaper rate than one iM 
ear, They would make a cheaper rate. 

R gh One of the officers of the CP, R, said that a car Asad was A 
~ the unit. | ae i 
ao oy. would say so but I carob swear to it That is my exper toa 
“ ance in Ontario on the Grand Trunk. In shipping stock to da Le a 


ipeg, we ‘should food and water the sctock. cue 7 ” as ui 
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Mr. Hageart : 
Q And you would like to have the 0.N.R. facilities improved? 
A Yes, I was 48 hours going from Grand View to Winnipeg, 208 


miles. 
Q You do not imow of railways giving rebates on large shipments 
A Mo. But I should think the C.P.R. could with the western 
ranches. They certainly do get a rebate or they would not 

make it profitable the way they do. 
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es 


"FREDERICK PARSONS? having been duly sworn deposed as 
follows : 
TO MR. HAGGART ; -- 












SS ee ee 
\ 


You are a farmer living in the neighbourhood of Plumas ? 4 
Yes ( Ls 
And you rcaise cattle ? A Yes 


Have you a pretty good herd ? 
Pairly,good, about ninety head. 
Do you buy them too ? 


RPorFT oo fF eo. 


We have bought off and on. Lately we are raising less of © 
then. 
Q Do you run a dairy in comection with it 2 
q A ilo, we are meking butter for the house and raise valves, 
cg ‘Do you sell your surplus stock for beef ? | 
A We have only had one big bunch to sell. That was last 


winter. of course, prices being low and no buyers out we are 
hE TAP R 








se selling. A year ago last spring we sold a carload to, 
oway de] ivered at Plumas. sere. ‘sooits to be no compoti= 
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A yes, he and Leggett I do not see any one of them on the 


* ty Cen you suggest to the commissioners anything that would be re 
an improvenent in the cattle trade from the farmr's point of em 
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oA in the bunch. 
Q. He appeared to be the only buyer ? 


road. ‘They are the only ones I remember seeing for many years, ~ 
I do not think there was any other buyer 7 
Q What do you say as to the price you get from Galloway P 


A Between 32 and 4 cents 


Q You think it was too gnall ? 
A Yes, I am certain t& of it, counting expenses, ctc. I think 
they might have fed off the prairie unless the price was bet~ 


Q 


ter. . 7 
Q You had a car load ? A Yes : . 
Q You have not sold any since 2 ie) 
A Wot to speek of, no. ie | 
Q Do you sell an odd one to the butcher ? ca ia A 
A 


Yes. We wanted to sell last fall, but we could not at the it 
prices they were giving When I first came here I saw buyers } 
here for a week. If you had a bunch of $-year-old steers you is 
got lots of bids. Now it is all the same price and there are 


Atte 

- one or two buyers. wnt 
Q There seems to be some arrangement ? oT ag fy 

' neury 


A I could say---there sooms to be~--1 do not think a terson 
cart offer from BtoB 1/2 cents and ‘nothing. Half acenta 
pound makes a profit on anything. 
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GEORGE FINDLATER, having been duly sworn, deposed 


as follows : -- 


ins ie <i : 
cereete:. Petro) 


—— ae ses 


TO MR, HAGCART ; 

Q Where do,you live and what is your occupation, ir. Findlater 
A Gilbert Plains----butcher and dealer incattle 
Q You are a member of the firm of Findlater brothers 2 
A Yes 
Q And you have been in thqt business how long et Gi Ibert Rr 
Plains ? 

For sevenyears. 

You buy cattle from the farmers and export * Winttbeg'y 

Yes 

By the car load ? A Yes 


des your firm? _ A Yes 


Are there any other cattle dealers in Gilbert Plains was 
val 


In buying from the farmers how do you fix the price ? bea 


A According to the price at Wimipeg. 
Q By the dollar or by the pound 2 
A 
Q 


> \ 


Use our own judgment 


Any arrangement between you and the other dealers as tio what 


"a 
Wi 


yur shall give the farmer per pound ? Ae ee 
Q rs there any sort of under stand ing ’ A No te e 


] 
ee 
leas! 


ia 
Q Have you pledged your firm by any arrangement that no one eae 


else goes near them ? A Wo ; t 
. Q You heard what was said by a previous witness that there LP 


_ appears to be only one buyer in Plumas ? | ain 


A 
ae 
he 


‘ 
7 rae 
of 
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A I do not know as we do, just exactly. We try and sell ie 
_wherever we can do the best. There was a man through there r 


# 


last spring he bought one load in Gilbert Plains. of arr ; ae 

| they, the Wimipeg people wanted us to buy for them. ‘There 4 

was nothing definite. We were to go and buy and ship then to — 

. Wimipeg. We shipped two or three loads. They seemed to be ~ i 
all waht The first load we steed direct to the at ie and cS 
















of J. Y.Griffin, i 
Q There was a sort of outside arrangement for you to buy ; 1 
cattle for him ? A eu ae Ms 

Q And it was not satisfactory ?. | he 
_ A It was not oe Z 
Q Was it your money or his that you paid for hin 7 ap. Ws 

' A Ours ; : . ihn 
Q Did you buy and consign to hin 2 ; A Yes | a 
Q And you did not think that the price was satisfactory | fi ae 
when he came to settle with you 7 a 3 
A The first load or two were satisfactory, but on the third rie 


the shrinkage was so great that we changed. It was over ~ a 
2100 or 2200 pounds on a load of cattle and that was too much. 








Q Do you ship hogs to Griffin? A- Yes 
GG Is there a shrinkage there too ? A Yes 
Qa Then you shipped to yourself ? A Yeq . us 


—Q Did you @ with them ? 


a ae. 


Yes, this spring. 
did we do with ‘then z 





WS ‘ae ha 

fies hie yt a vyldaaxe Jaul qob ov, ta wens ben ids A ; 

tors hacarid Aa wb gew oted? .. deed oa can «1 es ie 4 
came) WAAR goed lhl ci vheol oro ddgued ed gains Seay i te 

oat er one yal of an bot wa lqong goog tant, ade a vod os 

SS pe eek GU ths Oy. Ob ote OK un GRR OR, paid on aR ih i 

Vit hameice yest! .abeal ostdt to ot Sega tie’ oF spoqtanklt & f 

shay ad, ad pots baggie ev Beal deel, oll teats ei 

i: aii. id dah: gosvks.... abray doote et of vai, rode TE) 

eo, |e i. 

d 

: 





Pe OP Wor, tol oa ag Obbedwe Do ube 6 ssw ete 








ae T mid “ob oliine 
SY yinootatisa don paw eh Bek oD | 
| dou ae aD Ae 
Pipes Wt Bieg vog doh aid w Yana a hina ak cal > 
at 
tial A 2. tbh tea inego hed a soy DAG 9 


Eh Ge aew Cot, ale dan alee story ath uo Beth) oe 

pry iia Ot ea.08 omen). “aa 

Bak * Ab Out 4Yadoelaloca mee awe we deol darth of 
sieve maw Neo ay Lee | 
PER oN ae AH A Bie cmd 











a drop in price. I+ might have been that one firm knew just 


_ there was going to be a drop in the market I would certainly 


st | 

y - 
“= 

a P 

: eae 
=e 

« ° Rod 

‘ 

a 

nce oe: de ol 


e<c-s °°. 4. 5) a eh a = 


PAG 


Q Now you went down and sold to him ? 
A After I got a bid from the others he gave me more than the 
others. 

Q Tt was more satisfactory ? — Ee acs 
A It seems to be 

Q How many adventures have you had like that 2 

A 

Q 


+2 > , = 
et A ie ee 


Just the one 
What is your experience in that transaction , did it sean to 
you that these people had some arrangenent among them not to— 
put up the price on each other , 
A .I can hardly say. Just about that time seems to have been 





i 
) 
& little more about it than the other. If I got to kmow that 7 
hold back if I was buying. ‘They might have knom that prices - be - 
were going down. Griffin seemd to take the bulk of the stuff, 
Griffin’ S men were at the stock yards. I generally called f 
them up and told them I had a load. Sometimes I felt as if 
there might be a combine. I am not prepared to discuss a 
public abattoir. We are not certainly used right on the a 
transfer. Q. The farmer says the cattle dealers have him foul | i 
That there is no competition, he has to take the price any one ad 


a 
7) 
a 


_ likes to offer ? 
A The market seems to rule. 


Q \How-are you buying individual cattle ? ! ee 4 
| If we are buying far the Winnipeg market we pay accordingly. 
tie ‘You buy as cheap as you cm ? we Yos " i. : 
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ia 

a | 2A 

Q Occasioned by what 2 i ae 

A The market fluctuating . 

Q How is tha t steaks and roasts ars nieher thm ever they a 
| were before ? i 
: A They are not with us. The y may perhaps be a little higher — n 















. this spring. "iy 
Q Is there any AR Ea you and the other butchers ed 
as to fixing the price to be charged to the people for their 
meats ? va 

| A Six or seven years ago when we started there ws a butcher 
thers and we sold for a certain price and we sold for that. 

And cattle went down and we put the price down, and it rose % 


up and up want the price of beef. 


so * 


A No, only the hovels. 


ter = 


ae eres 


Q Ts it not natural for the three of you in the same town © 


| 

. 

| 

Q You made no arrangement with the other butcher 2 
; to get together and make steaks and roasts so much and after 


=i 


a month or two raise them or lower them as is done with you? | 


A It might have been once. 
It might have been done in Gilbert Plains ? ie 





Q 
A Yes, ones. } he - 
Q And it was raised to its present price ? A Yes ) 

Q You never mt and agreed to reduce the price ? 1 
A It has been reduced ce 
8 Naere seems to be a sort of undefined Unier stending ¢ as te i A | 
the price yout shall charge between you, is it not likely that a 
- there: was a similar arrangement as to the ay you paid for a 
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A That is right. 
Q Some one here said that the trouble was with the retail 
butchers in Wimipeg, but are you sure that the trouble is 


: . 


not here in regard to the retail butchers in Gilbert Plains ? 
$ They are the same as the farmers, trying to make business, 


~. : 


Q For whom do you buy 9 

For ourselves 

Not for Gordon & Ironside ? Ss 
No, we would like to get a bit of that to Imow what to do. 
What do you think about the farmers producing butcher cattle 
_for the market ? | aa ; 
A The farmer has these cattle. He seems almost bound to sell 
them whether they are fit for sale or not. If I have to bouy 


ee 


QO - O - 








them I buy them cheap. — . i 
_ Q Those cattle are not fit to ship md kill ? or 
A No, they are not We do not buy much fit to kill, | ote 
Q The retail butchers are satisfied with the present situatior 
. A I suppose so. Vig a 
| Q They are making enough money any way 2 i ah 
A I do not know, they can stand a little more. ay 


a “i 
Q You said that you would like a little better service from _ | ae 
the railway company ? A Yes 7 a 





Q What is your experience shipping to Wimipeg ? sad 






A The railway service is very poor. 






Q Haye you made any representations to the railway veuule ‘ a 
you have not as far as you are concerned ? “e il 

‘ A You might just as well stay at home. We have written them ‘ 
Bi y at different times, Of course, they say they will r, to do ie 


be tor in the future, 
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showing the prices they pay ¢ 
A Yes 
Q And you accept this statement and buy on it ? 

Yes, unless you write to them privately. 

Q You act on that ? | A Yes 

q What we would like to know is this ; They do not send state- » 
ments like that to m, why do they send it to you ? } 

A It seans because we are customers. Gordon sends them and so 
does Griffin. 

0 That would be no justification. When you get all these | 
schedule rates and accept these schedule rates and buy at these \ 
schedule rates it seoms to me as a definite arrangement that 
you control prices; don’t you consicder it as that ° 

f An arrangement between us 2 Well, Wimipeg is the only 
market it seems to me. 

Q You accept that schedule of rates and buy from the farmers 
on it and you may show it to the farmers that that is all you 
can give and all you can get on that and that therefore you mug 
buy so much cheaper --- can you make ay better arrangement? 
whereby you can regulate prices ? 

A TI do not know whether you call it an arrangement. It is no 
arrangement. 

Q Are you not really entering into a contract ? 

A What is aman going to do ? The farmer would be kicking’ 
worse than ever if we did not lift their stuff. I suppose we 
can buy at those rates. son | fi 

0 Do these large dealers entirely ignore you or do you ask for | 
them, or was there any understanding whereby these statements 

wg should be sont to yau . | 
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about the markets ; we might heave asked them to send the price. 
Q Do these men presume to dictate to you or is it a little 
umMerstanding ? 

A tb is to know how the markets are in Winnipeg. 

Q It is indicated on that schedule ? A Yes 

Mr. Middleton : 

Q Can you ship these cattle to the stock yards on it ad do 
you expect to hold them to the rates ? 

A Yes, only there is a drop e ie. s rice. 

Q. If cattle dropped would you aranee a drop in your ,pr ice or 
hold them to the scale ? 

A The statement says it is subject to change witout notice 
Q Would you accept a drop ? | 

A. Not without notice. If I wrote to cordon & Ironside or 
Griffin that I wanted it to the 15th of Aucust, but I would 
accept the drop after that time. If I took their regular 
rates I would have to take the drop. | 

Q In dicrect answer to your question as to price they would 
pay it when you got there ? | A Yes 


aw. INKERMAN WRIGHT, having been duly sworn, deposed 
as follows : | 
TO MR. HAGGART o- 
You are a cattle dealer a 
No, a.farmer.... 
Where have you been farming ? 
At Plumas. 
. For how long 2 | | 
_ For eighteen or nineteen years. ee 
What is the nature of your rie 2 
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Q.Do you keep avherd of cattle ? A Yes 

Q About how many ? 

A About eighty and sometimes a hundred and twenty. We milk 
about eight cows. 

Q Ydur cattle business is principally for raising cattle for | 
bacf ? A Yes 

Q Just tell us your experience in your ow words as to the 
price----as to the cattle trade and business done ? 

A Years ago the butchers used to come around from Winnipeg, 
and we had’no trouble in selling cattle at a fair price, but, 
say, for the last five or six years we have perhaps secn one 
man come there, in our district, and he would look at our 
cattle oni give us a price and if you had a mind to take 1% 
all richt, and if you do not, we never saw ano ther buyer. 

I have noticed Galloway or his man come out. They seem to @ 
3 miles west of us and buy in that strip. Hamilton, the 
buyer from Neepawa, would seem to take the tcorritory west 


from Galloway's. I was in Galloway's territory. I have never 


“seen any one else except Galloway and his man. I believe 


Speers did buy one beast from me two years ago. They were 
stallfed cattle I sold to Galloway. I had kept this othr 
beast for my om use and later on Speers came and I sold it 
to him. 

0 ‘From your observence as to the way business was conducted 


during the last four or five years the custom was to partition 


» the. perritory among themselves ? 
A It looked like it and the price made it look more like it. 


I had a car of cattle two years ago and Galloway's man came 


along and made me a bid for the cattle of 2 1/2 cents a pound. 
-Tisaid "You surely do not mean it?", and he said he wanted 
to cull it even at that price. I do not think our cattle are 
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in it with the western cattle. These ca ttle are superior in 
every way to our cattle. While at the sane time we do not 
expect to get. the price the se people get, they are worth more 
than that. I took my cattle to Winnipeg and the only buyer I 
saw was Cordon and I got 2 23/4 cents a pound for my cattle. I 
did not make mything. 
Q That is you might aswell have taken the bid from the local 
buyer, in Plumas et \ A Yes 
Q Do you, think independent stock yards in Winnipeg weuld be 


of any use ? 
A’ I never thougnt of it----I really do not know 


Q You have read the newspaper correspondence sbout this ? 
A. Yes 


Q You think as a.fermer thatthe prices to the farmers are 


too low compared with what they charge the consumer ? 


A It don't do for a man to have cattle at. the present price 

7 have, sold cattle eytry way. Grass cattle pays ine better 
than stall fed,.although I, do not get so, much. for them. 

Q You say that there are now so few buyers and that in the 
old day s. every Winnipeg bu tcher had his own slaughter-house? 
A. Yes | 

0 Yow all the seventy or eighty butchers get their meat from 
the abattoir ? | x Yes 

Q. That might, account for the, scarcity.of : yuyers? A Yes 

Q ine he lieve that, if fal lagher, Kobold and so on met in rivak 
as they used t 

ry. businese, would not be so poor ? A Yes 

Q You never saw representatives of each of these instotutions 
in one Logality. at, the, same, time a4 

A No, not, lately. as | 

Q “Looks : as if each one wanted to have his own territory ° 

AL I do not now. m But ‘there’ 8 ea tats only oe buyer. 
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0 You. would like to. get your share as to what ought to be the 
price, of beef 2 | | | A. Yes 

Q You think, further that. the farmer does not get high enough 
price for his wamin animal considering the price people pay for 
meat. ? 

A. I do not like paying the butcher #ldcents a pound for meat 
for which he paid me.2.1/4.<cents a pound I would sooner give 
them the. beef than. do. it 

Q Something has. been. sugrested as regard the locel butchers 
and. public abattoirs. ; the. abattoir does not affect you ? 

A. Ne . 

Q, Did you ever.consider how much the butcher has to sell 

at cost, waz price md his expenses ? 

A Yes, Ihave. This summer the local butcher said"I will 


me 


make you »n offer. You have no ice. You give me your beef, 
Give me a quarter ofbeet ard hide and I will give you a 
quarter of fresh beef from the shop" We could not keep a car- 
cass fresh. T knows butcher camiot live without profit ; 
any more than I can. He was a fine fellow. We all try to make 
money. I have no sussestions to make to the commissioners. 
Chairman : 

Q Have you considered in connection with the question of 
union stock yards,the question of a municipal abattoir and 
cold storage,facilities to act as a safety valve 9 

A I should’ ‘think it would be a oe Bene 3; a men would not 
be at the meroy of those men. 

Q There are ‘seventy-six ‘butchers there who are now out of 
competition, they could come in and buy q” Wedo of Gyag 

Mry Middleton toy sy 

My Park Re this ‘compari son petrean, grass fed and. stallfed 
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A. We have lots of prairie east of our place. We just have 
one quarter. in summr-fallow each year. We sow oats from ten 
to fifteen acres for fodder and let the cattle eat that whéh 
grass gets gets dry in the fall. It is profitable to do that. 
Q..That would put them in pretty good condition. You should 
be able to kmow about the price of beef ? | 
A. I.was never in a beef ring. 
Q. That should be a great convenience to farmers ? 
A Yes, but I would fust as soon stay. as I an with the butcher 
From the butcher we can get it any day in the week. From the 
ring I would. only get it once a wesk and apt to set sometimes 
too much, 25 pounds 
Q In bargaining with the butcher what do you give him ? 
A I d not give him the hind quarter I cut according to 


the chart. He has just one quarter of the mimal. 


“It being one o'clelock the Commissioners adjourned for 
an hour to meet at the same place at 2 o'clock in the afternnon 


when the enquiry was resumed . 


GLEN CAMPBELL, having been duly sworn deposed as follows 
TO MR, HAGGART : -- Q. You reside in Gilbert Plains? A. Yes. | 
8 And have lived @ there how long ? A. Twanty years. 
What are. you engaged in there ? ? } 


Q | 

A. $tock raising and general agriculture 

Q And you are the representative in the local legislature for 
lank omc th wad Kits } i ae | | 

Gyilbert Plains ? A. Yes. Q You have seen and read some of | 

the newspaper, discussions and correspondence adcressed to the | 

press with reference to the mat and cattle trade of this 

province 7 I wieh to emphasis: sh the Sirs 

A Yes, 2, think so, Q. Our. question is this,.:: What have you, to 

say with reference to this investigation or the subject of, this 


investigation, as a cattle raiser and commected with tho meat | 
trade ? 
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A. I see from the copy of the ordor-in-council which 





| appointed you commissioners to enquire into the beet trade 
of this province that your commission is retroactive, therefore 
with your permission I will quote the remarke’s I made on the 
floor of the heuse which according te his evidence prompted Mr 
Richardson of the Tribune to agitate the question in the way 
he did. Herewith are the reports of my reference to that 
question from the Tribune and Telegram newspapers of January 
10, 1906. (Mr, Gamphell’s spocch as published in the Tribune is 
ound = nee 26 ‘one a Pridenetet. of the Comision the 
excerpts in question. 

I did not make these remarks with any desire for useless 
agitation but because I believed that the farmer was receiving 
too little for his beef products and as the House is largely 
composed of farmers representatives I thought it was up te 
them to investigate conditions and put things on a more equita- 
ble basis, if in their pewer. 

Iymaking the estamates above quoted you will 7 that 
I have been more than fair te the middleman in my coupuations 
First in the matter of freight and other expenses I 
only charge $2.50 and that is really much less than the actual 
cost especially af the shipper is dissatisfied with the price 
h@ is offered and thinks by fesding in Winnipeg yards a few 
days he can obtain a better price. Next again I teke as a 
basis of calculation 520 lbs of dead meat to the 1000 lbs live 
weight, 540 lbs would be a fairer average; and again I teok 
$275 per 100 lbs as m average price for butcher cattle when 
$2.65 would perhaps have been nearer the mark amd again the 
basis of 12 1/2 cents for pound average retail zrkam sale price 
agein gives the retailer the advantage. 
T have taken no cognizance of the money invested in 
plant on either side as the farmer's plant is of ee as much 
or more value than that of the middlemen. 
Rha ty oy wish to emphasize to you that the kind of cattle 
ae bd to are ) what are nim to the trade as "butchers" 
ing of 5 than 1 what are » called “exporters* 
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though otherwise their quality or condition may be just as 
good. As you mew shippers across the ocean pay, not per 
pound for freightage of cattle but for space, and therefore it 
only pays to export the heaviest grades of beef cattle , as a 
ten hundred pound stecr will cost in freight as much as one 
weighing 1600, therefore the lighter cattle weighing on the 
average about 1000 lbs are kept for the local trade here. 

You will also notice that I referred to the fall and 


early winter six months of the year beginning with July as 


that is the time when grass cattle are marketed and the time 
when the great bulk of Manitoba cattle have to be sold. 
In passing I wish briefly to refer te a criticism by 
a wholesaler who took exgeption to my remarks by saying that 
the Dauphin cattle were no good anyway While some years 
ago when drives were long and hard that may have been true to 
some extent as it was quite easy to drive off 150 lbs off a 
a steor in driving him through the mountain te a shipping point 
that dees not alter the fact that when he and others bought 
the cattle and in the course of a few days put the beef on 
the market, the consumer had te pay for the poor pauphin 
cattle just the same old extortionate price that he paid for 
cattle from more favored districts. 
| If I may say so I do not think that evidence adduced 
from butchers is of very much value as without doubt they will 
meke’ their case as good as possible. f 
Neither do I think that viva voce evidence from 
farmers much better for though they all recognize that they 
are not getting enough for their beef products, still it is 
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$26 per head to land them in the old country, a roast of Cana~ 
dian beef can be bought in Glasgow cheaper than in Wimipeg. 

I would sugeest that to have the facts of the case 
established beyond a doubt or rather by indisputable evidence - 
this commission ought te have brought before it for thorough 
inspection the books of two of the largest whélesalers in the 
province, for say the six months beginning with July 1905, 
which record all their purchases of Manitoban cattle and also 
the record of their sales for local consumption covering the 
— same poriod of time. An exemination should be carefully made 
“of the numbers of cattle bought which were exporters so as to 
determine the average price paid for those used locally, there 
being quite a difference in prices of the two classes at all 
times, 

Also the books of say half a degen retail butchers of 
Winnipeg should be brought before you for the sane period of 
time and from them it could be learned what beef was costing 
when bought from the wholesaler and what the consumer had te 
pay for it. 

Tf on such an examination being mde your comission 
finds that the tartff of prices to the retailer by the whole» 
salers is the same, it must then be evident that if not a 
combine, certainly an understanding msf exist. 

| if your commission see fit to follow this sugves- 

tion, I'think, sirs, that the fact of too great a disparity 

of prices will be established bmyant a deukk, and with that 
| established ier a doubt it rae a ete starting point to 
get at the evil, | ae 
4 Mitppte it hacer to the tion I ass of when address- 
ing ais hi ‘thon T was mere in touch with conditions thai 
s v | : fie ah auld Iwas then able | 

ed my. ore money, to At 
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252, | 
Q You sugzest that we take ‘the fast six months of 1905 ? 
A Bezin at the First of July 1905 
Q Would you take that in preference to 1906 which is more 
remote ? — 

“A The’ figures with regard to the prices paid for cattle by the 
Wimipeg men I mew to be absolutely correct when I referred to | 
it in the house, I gave quotations of prices paid for hides. 
‘They always fluctuate. The argument I made in the house might — 
not hold for last year. ! "7 | 
Mr. Middleton : 

Q Why would you sugrest july, the erass cattle do not commence 

“until early in August ? 

A We were using grass cattle in July. That year was m early 
year and grass cattle were coming in in July. TI do not speak 
of the stallfed stuff For we realized that there is no money 
in stall fed cattle for the farmr except that he gots rid of 
2 lot of rubbish. It keeps his men and himsel? too busy foecd- 
ing. In Ontario the profit is derived largely from the manure . 

‘This is the worst year a commission could could sit. We never 
had in 30 y ears such prices as are paid for stallfed stack, 
owing to the exigencies of a long winter. 

Q Have you had any experience in shipping ? 

“A I have not shipped for years . Bight or ten years ago I 
‘used to ship. Tt was $26" to $26 a head ell Sxpenaee from here 
to the old nw nT : | 
Mr. Hageart : ss 
“O “The dealers” along’ “this” line complain in strong terms in 
‘shipping to Wirmmipes on ‘the 0." R Pear . 

naa y T always ship’ Sd to Winnipes. £4 GbR" them across the moun 

“tain. The service on the C.N-R is not very good. I have ship- 

wae the te. atid get there after a slow trip, perhaps from — 
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Yr ight off the cars without a drop of water or a bite of mi t 
~The eattle shduld be shipped in their normal state and she . 

be weighed in their normal state. Any man or beast in a a state 
P of depression weighs less. | ae ‘- 7 
| Q Some of the cattle men have SU 56 sted public stock yards, 


is 


have you thought of that question ? are 
t : 


ae A Union stock yards would do away with the fransfer charges 
The C.1.R. hasn't a yard that can be used for a team, eave 
. alone live stock. ee 
| i Q Some of them suggest a public abattoir where tle dealer can 
eae convert the animals into dead meat ? (ae 
AT have thought over that. Several years ago I took up 
~ subject of a comission market. “I tried to interest. varic 
— “gellows in i4, but could not meke it go. tt looks as if a : 
large number of the retail stores were tied on to some one 
or other of the abattoirs. In the province of Alberta they : 
run it in a different way. Pat Burns owns them and they a 7 


-- “an his nane, and he has them all over British Columbia. 


mn bid ? 
A That is all they will ever get. I have never = 
had to take: less. I never got a second bid though. 

oe TB. Lauzon tells us that the system in Montreal is euch 
cre “oooh A Cattle dealer takes his cons ignment_ to th 
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Q In Brandon we were told by the health officer that there was 
really no check upon’ small slaughter-houses ; that there was 
nothing’ to.prevent the butcher fromfscelhing mat in which 
there were symptoms of disease ; He recomzonds a stringent 
Supervision of that business in country points, towns and 
villages ?. 

A I donot, think it is)shsolutely necessary. A fine watch on 
a maniis hiseneighbour.» If you sell lumpy jawed cattle to a 
butcher your neighbour knows it and will tell it at once. 

Q You have enumerated various sources of informtion which 
will be of use to this commission, can you suggest any other 
sources to whick we could apply ? 6 

-4§ I think that those sources I spoke of go right to the root 
and foundation of the whole matter, . 

Q Some:of the farmers:have told ws that considerable complaint 
now is the rea lt of farmers not ‘having wellbred czttle and are 
sending them to mrket not in condition and that the price 
affected all the farmers’ products ? | 

A Tharst does not alter the fact that the ‘consumer in Winni~ 
peg pays the same price for a poor animal as for a wellbred 
animal. » The dealer doe's' not. ae his beef ALL mae pees is 
being retailed in Wirmipeg ~ aa 

Mr. Middleton : | 

Q Do you.not»econsider that there is far too much loss occur- 
ring between the middleman and the shipper ? ‘Heavy shrinkage 
and transportation ? : 

A The’ farmer loses that. tio is” no ‘price oni it until all 
tha tr: daaing tte | heofarmer, Mio wma) dealora f 
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200°" 
Q Do you not think that the reduction of the heavy shrinkage 
on railways and of the middleman's profits in the city would 
result in cheaper beef to the people and a better price to the 
farmer ? | phoara T° 
A Yes. Some come to 200 pounds shrinkage. That is pretty 
high. But you take this pea vine stock--it is water fed. 
We used to have to run them through the bad bush lands and we 
would drive 150 pounds off an’animal on the drive alone. They 
would lose 200 pounds usually from the time they left their 


~ home corral. 


Q Would you weigh them at home ? 

A Sometimes.» In Alberta it is different. They will not drive 
8 miles inaday. ‘They do not know they are being driven. 

And they are all fed. The C.P.R. are holding sections so 
that cattle can go and feed before they are shipped. However, 
they will lose more than 10 pounds now there are may wire fen- 
ces. I think the average price for stallfed stuff is be tween 
4 and 41/2 cents. You buy a $25 stecr in the fall weighing 
1000 pounds feed him to TAGRR 1156 pounds. Ifyou pout a pound 
a day of flesh on Him you are doing well. Per haps they all 
will not do as well as that. 

Q A great man meee on the price of your feed ? 

A Yes 

The chairman : 

Q Does the 0.P.R. ship an ithe on its boats now ? 

A I do not know. 

Q. Can you throw any light on the subject of large dealers buy~ 
ing away the space from the pon} dealers ? 

A bs is all hearsay evidence. 
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Q What is the cost of shipping en, animal to Liverpool ? 
~A B28 to $31, from here in quantity from $206 to $26, Some- 
times you.get. cheap space in a tramp steamer. 
4Q Do, they feed their, own hay on shipboard ? 
A , They used. to... 
0 Mould you. think that union stock yards would be any kind of 
a vemedy as.long as the present inonopoly exists 2 
A Ido not sec how it could . 
.Q We must suggest 2 romecy not only permanent but effective ? 
A es. 
Q You would, not, get a the Foot of the matter by the establish 
ment, of these union stock yards? .. | ! A No 
8 Is there.2ny, other point? 0:9. ood T knew whAs Je 
Mr Middleton i. | 
Q The radlvey commission, sould dead. with, this transportation 
_question.? P | 
A It ig, up. ta them, to. deal, with it now. qt is,a@matter of 
which we all know ; none can prove rebates but we all know it. 


2, 


| | 7 
_GRORGE Le, PSRs been duly sworn deposed.as follows: 

TOUR, TIAGCART ; De ie is: ‘a 

A. L..canetes save bb.dontt dress couch ove ures hey. bhi 

58 You,2 are a butcher ? NOES Fath we at A. tes 

Q, And doing business, in, n Dayghin 2 : Aig tun Sa 

a For, how long ? 


A Rs, the ohhh. of Janyary P ve 
0 There were you carrying on bata before 2 
cos SF tes Wee tl an Lp ra 4 yt Chai, va F 
be art enge here is only since the 1st of Tesi? 
cai: a ta tire ‘naro iy be 
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You buy cattle from the farmer and sell meat to the citizen? 
Yes 
You have not made your fortune yet ? 
I have not made anything yet. 
Fave you kept even ? 
Rhen I have done well. 
You buy from the farmer as cheap as youcan ? A Yes 


And buy at ordinary prices ? A Yes 


OO © :10 > © F O:F OB 


How do you fix that price, by arrangement with the other 
butchers ? 

A Figure it out to let me out. 

Q You find Gut what the other butchers pay ? 

A Wo, I have butchered quite a while and I know what will 
clear me. 

Q How much profit will you get on a carcass of beef, say a 
carcass of 1000 pounds ? 

A Oh, our beef has been costing us a high as 4 1/2 cents a pow 
pound. 

Q And as low as. 2 

A Three conts a pound. We have not changed the price retail. 
Q About what percentage do you make ? 

A I canwot say. It don't dress much over 50 pounds to the cwt. 
Q You donot know of any arrangement among the butchers, 
either wholesale or retail, to keep the price dow for buying 
cattle - 

A There is fie of that done here ; no, they do not oon 
bine here 

Chhirman : “Have you alle ate cattle 9 ‘Le bode Nog 


re. ne ti 
gull ike to proved #° on with your business that you 


a fire a fas in Bem ear ehes feed ‘tye Sai tie 
make money. ¥. I, eee 8 SE wie 


1eys.) ae} t ae that any evidence 































Maenitio at of dean Ifee bre tonrist att were attran quit vor 9 
| ~ geY! a 

% dey srt ot! sua ie ovat vol |p 

. t8y asttelt Geer bbe ton ovat IA 

Wf neve tot woy eval “D 

ikew dttob ovat T ment (A 

SeY A % med voy a8 qwerto Bs tattet eet orth yin “OY 9 


poy A © sesiny (rantine 38 Qt bod D 
“elite ed? dtiv dresepere yd sorte tadh met wor ob wot | 9 
$ eteridud 


.fus yoni bed a tuo tf ewplt A 

% yoy etorfodud toh ork Fae tio bot wo¥ 

Efte tedw worl I bre olin « etiuy betedocud eval I <ot A 

en tele 

Bae Teac to eesoiss & nw ten, un Lite eg oun woH a) 

? Bhnung O00L to 2eno Tao 

pero Batiwe S\l + ce dold 2 av: snblons rood vest teed “10 0 s 
| ‘ 8 as-wol es Bok Q- 
Pee eetig it Dodkeied don era! GF ee an 

. ft elem voy oh 

Datvo ait ot oo tons 2097 ie 
Be neers nd oct partes Ine: f 

Ugpttyed cit sorad cotxg * 


208. 


SITTINGS held in the Council Chamber in the Town of 
Souris on Thursday the Eighth day of August 1907, commencing 
at 16 o'clock in the forenoon : Before Mr. Comnissioner Camp- 
bell, chairmm, and Mr. Commissioner Middletm. 

Alexander vageart, K.C.,counsel for the said comnissi 


loners, and Horace A. Craig, the secretary. 


~ JAMES MILI, KEN, having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows ; -- ; 
TO WR, HAGGART : -- 


Where do you reside ? 

Six miles north of peston 

Your business or occupation ? 

Farmer | | 

Do you raise grain or stock or both 2 

» Both 

You have. @ fared, of cattle ? 

Yes oe 
_How long have you been in the cattle business ? 
_ To my knowledge, all. my life. I have been in the country 
23 years, | 
. Q What is the size of your tHerd ? 
A Fifty-seven about. | | 
| Q Do you raise cattle ? a 
| A. Solely for the beef market, but we are milking ten cows ) 
at the present tine. My principal object is beef I sell 
g each year on an average ten each winter. Peed off the grass | 
tive, to ten in the sumer , and feed ten in the winter; I make 
itt a point. 
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Do you buy any cattle from your neighbours ? A Some times 
Do you buy frames to fill up ? A Yes 
To whom do you sell your cattle generally ? 
To the butchers at Reston. | 
‘Da they come round to you, the butchers there ? 


hm 0 &- O:0:6 


Yes, generakity : 

Q And you make the best bargain you can with them ? 

A Yes 7 3 

Q Do you buy it to sell in the neighbourhood as beef and ‘some- 
times to send to Wimipeg 2 
A Sometimes ecach. 

Q ys there any competiton , how many butchers are there in 
Reston 2 > ms 

Two 

Are there any other cattle dealers there ? A No 

All yours is sold to ons ar other of these two butchers 7° 
Yes, but sometimes we sell to Virden. 

Do they | come to your farm ? 


Yes, I sell sometimes by fhe pound; sometimes by the Lump. 


ee: Q.r 2.0 > 


rom. your experience you can tell Beery near what beef it 

will, produce | ? ae 

A Pretty near . | | 

Q And when a butcher makes a ‘Tump offer you can size up that 

offer 2 , A Yes 

Q What. have you boon gptting et | 

AL “Four < | gonts a pound, stallfed in the spring. They seh to 

Wimipes. The butchers ‘took them to ca 
Q What do you say as to that price 9 

A I think it was a pretty fair price 

Q. It is a fairly paying ‘business at that price PE a 

A Tos, “at 4¢ cents. ‘you ‘gan make ‘lots of inoney 
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9 It will depend e ‘the plentifulness or sca Oa ty of grass 


prom ? 


A Yes} 't always oy ih fs for them. 

Q mn ordinarily industrious farmer might make money at that 
price ? A Yes 

Q Last year what did you get ? 

A Pour cents a pound | 


Q’ And you make the sane answer with reference to that sale 


. that it was a fair sale ?. : A Yes 


Q You are a farmer raising cattle with considerable experienc@ 
A Yes | 

Q You have read the comumication that was sent to you show- 
ing the “objects of this commission ? A Yes 

Q Now it is claimed by certain parties that the farmer is not 
fairly treated ; that he does not get what he is entitled to 
for his cattle 2 | 

A Ithink sometimes that the farmer is to blame himself and # 
does not know the value of his cattle. I have given a man a 
couple of dollars more than he esked. 


Q We have been told by some people in our investigations that 


part of the trouble was caused by the farmers putting on the 


market cattle not fit to be killed ; not proper boof cattle ? 
A That is correct. I blame the butchers a great deal for tlat 
The butchers will advertise a certain price and the farmer 

takes ‘in stuff not fit to be sent away. I have often advised 


the butchers to go and see the cattle and ‘hogs. “If has stuff 





“is not a certain quality it is a losing concern. 

°-Q The people say that the’ farmer gets too little for his 
"cattle and the buyer says he pays too mich for them dead mat, 
- and''that these "butchers, the middlemen, retailor or wholesaler, 
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get more than their “hhare; have you thought thet out ? 

A. Yes, Glen Campbell talks about the roast of becf in Glasgow 
but ‘he does not state the Glassow price. As it is now we 
simply have his word. The Glasgow meat is a’ poor careass and 
cheap meat | 

Q Disposed of for little profit ? 

A None at all 

Q yt has been insinuated that these butchers and cattle deal- 
ers agree anone themselves that they will not bid against . 
each other, what do you say about that ? 

A Ido not think it is correct. yesterday morning before I 
cameaway I called on my neighbour. He has four steers. He 
has them left on his hands. The day before he hada butcher 
out from Virden and offered 3 cents a pound for the four cattle 
and two cows, pretty old cows too. I came to Reston and I met 
another farmer. He has a herd of 100 ; he sold eight steers, 
erass cattle, at 3.1/4 cents a pound. 

Q What do you say as to thet price ? : 

A There would not be so much difference , however, when you 
came to think it over. | 

Chairman’: | 

Q On account of the exceptional conditions last winter, could 
you five us som idea of your experiences last fall. Your ex- 
periences this spring are exceptional ? , 
A In the way of a combine ? I do not think there could be 
any conbine. Murphy of Carberry had no restricted price. 

My experience this year was not so profitable, as on account 
of tho hard winter we could not get chop by reason of the 
‘etorts. hb Pipeetons. 

Q You fhtmd it a hard winter ? A Yos 
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Q qt wes hard 0 food cattle last winter ? 
A, Yes. oI. did not make hardly so wuch as in the previous 
winter.» I-might have mde 41/2 cents a pound 
~—Q) De you buy cattle sometimes. for others ? A Yes 
' Q Do you.ever buy for the abattoir men f A Wo, 
_Q: You supply the local butchers of what towns ? 
\ A Reston»and Virden. 
Q;. They give you a free hand ? ~ A Yes 
Was there anything like this : You are not to bid against 
certain other cattle men 2 
A. Mover. The thing was to’ try and get,a.snap if pessible. 
Though do not believe in taking snaps I said to Murphy 
© cattle dealer of gavberry "We pay a fair price," 
() Q! ‘Can you suggest anything that would be of bemfit to the 
farmers in the cattle trade ? 
A. .Noy I-de.not: think that. there is. anything.that is unfair. 
Q Do you think the producer is in a fair md open market ? 
» Al Yes, he can get a fair price for his-beef. 
Chairman: : 
Q Fave you any individual grievance ? 
A No the butcher takes Lb cents a pound for a reast of beef 
or loin roast. oHe hés woke a very great profit from tht. I 
heard that hides were so much down now. 


“owas PORKE, eee been duly sworn, deposed as follows ; 
90. IR. HAGCART to 
tor the exon bi 
) Git. hore -éo: you reside 2 
(oA sate Pipostons. 
Q And your occupation ? 
A Butcher, 
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Q How long have you been there ? ; 
A I have been in the Pipe stone di strict for eo years and in 
the butcher trade, 3 years. Fi 
Q What does your ‘business consist of ? 
A Butcher and cattle mie dies I raise cattle myself and ship 
to Winnipeg and for my local use. 
Q You are a butcher, cattle nat seller and dealer ? 
Yes : | 


Row much do you sand to Winn md peg ? 


* 


OO - OC. FO. Oi > 


Gne car a inonth, 

You get these cattle principal ly from the farmers ? 

Yes, in tle district! buy according to the market. 

There are considerable cattle raised around Pipestone : 

If you can get : a bargain you take it ? 
; We sure do | 

You have read this comaission and see tho scope of this 
etfiliry ? | A Yes 
Qin shipping your cattle to Winnipeg Guring the last 3 years 
as a cattle ‘dealer selling to the se laén in Winnipeg give us yor 
experiences Yee 

A In shipping cattle I can point out ‘from the start where 
“there is no combine . I do not think they discriminate be-= 
“tween the price of gpod ca tile ard bad, poor, cattle, I think 
the prineipal trouble is ‘the. ove r-produetion of inferior cat 
‘ble eping into Winnipeg which keeps the marke t down. The re is 
always a big surplus of inforior animals going in not profite- 
‘ble for the export trade. 


yor) (ry 


Balk “They heap the price down 1 to you and you keep them dow to 
“the f-erwey 2 ! Rar A Yes 
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Q rt has been told us that if you bring a car load of cattle 
into Wimipeg you get one bid and no other bid ? 
A That is not my experience. Though I have sold principally 
to Gordon & Ironside. And I have sold stockers to Eastern buy- 
ers. 
Q Do you bargain for their disposition before you go dom ? 
A No. I take them'to mrket and put them inthe stock yerds 
and the highest price is what we are looking for. I have seen 
no evidence of a combine so far. 
Q Not in their dealings with you and others ? 
A -I cannot say that IT have noticed it 
Q yt is charged thatthe farmer gets too little for his live 
animal ,,and: that the man that: buys the steak or roast pays too 
much, and that som of you butchers or abattoir men get more 
than you are entitled ta ? 
A I take one car load of cattle dom to Winmipeg at the end. 
of May amd paid $4.50, $4. 60, per ewt. live weight at Pipestme 
I-paid 19 1/2 per ewt. for freight on 20,000 pounds. That is a 
car. I sold two animals out of them for 5 1A cents a pound, 
And 4 went ak 4 1/2 cents a pound, I am sorry to say; and the 
balance for $4. 80 per cwb. I lost money on that. 
Q> You would not’ be in'a frame of mind to consider that. the 
butchers in Wijnipeg had a snap? _ 
A cItoseems an average price, a fair price ; Gordon was selling 
at 81/2 by the carcass. I paid too much for the cattle. 
Theré is this.» It is no use me going to eother buyer if he 
igpayingthe full value for the animals. But there is no 
unlerstanding. 
Q rf two ,or three butchers are all going after the same man ? 
A: urbe is awaste of times 
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Q, The man who is giving the value is the sole judge ? 

A Well, he rh all he ean afford to according to Winnipeg 
prices. | | Be 

Q 1s. the re some erranaomt that one particular part of the 
country only shall be travelled by a buyer ? 

A The Winnipeg market entirely rules the price. we each are 
governed by the supply and demand. It has been as high as 

5 IZ and 6 cents in Wimipeg. 

Q. tt is ohare eed by some people that the Toronto and Montreal 
markets are far better than the Winnipeg market ? 

A The price of hogs are $6.90. in Toronto when they are 

$7. 75 in Wimipeg, at the sane time. 

Q You buy hogs for shipment : A Yes 

Q What,is your experience in shipping hogs 2 

A I. find it fairly satisfactory. I have a gxkeanae grievance 
a gainst the C.P.R.for a inefficient service. This month 
and the month before, I was pulled out from Souris and left on 
a. sidetrack at Holland until the next day 

Q The result was dead animals or excessive shr inkage ? 

A Yes, excessive shrinkage. “4 is usually from 30 to AB hours 
on a distance of 206 miles. There are no facilities to feed 
animal s on the way. a ship straight through to Winmipeg with a 
stop, over, ant. they drew the train down to Hol land and left 

me there until the next, day | 

Q ‘Did. you ever buy, on commission for the a. Dattoirs in 
Winnipeg r 

A, Mo, . never. is ae , 

Q How ¢ do o.you,, find, that ‘you. are ‘treated at the steak yards when 
you get, there i How about. shelter and acconodation ? , 


A. Fairly wi ee 
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You never went over the OUR? 
No, nover, | 
You would not see the same demand for union stock yards ? 
No, I have always shipped by the C.P.R. 


Have you ever thought over this proposition of union stock 


QO = O fS £. 


yards, public market and abattoirs ? 

Yes 

In whose hands would you. place them ? 

I domot know, unless it would be the City of Wimipeg 
You have @ erievance on account of the railwey service ? 
Yos | stuft 

Do you think that the shrinkage is excessive ? 


Yo S, on account. of.the length of time on the way 


QOirty O.P> CO. O. > 


Some say that the minal should be weiched in its normal 
state ? 

A That nd. i. a fair way 

Q You charge.the farmers with considsrable shrinkage ? He 
pays. the shrinkage ? | ) 

A I cannot say he does, though indirectly he does. 

Q , Fron your experience in tirvee capacities can you give the 
comissioners any sugzestions that would be an advantage to 
the trade from your poigt of view? 

A Mo, but I think that it is a better quality, that is 
wanted. The Winnipeg market is glut ted. I have myself seen 
Gordon buy, a car load of cattle and offer them to any man to 
take, them aot because he had no use for them 

Chairman : |. 

Q Whare do you get the price you vey, from a schedule ? 

A Occasional ly. they send us a schedule, .) 

Q Beef cows are scheduled at 2 cents and 3 cents, and choice 
ieoamce S ab 4 cents and so on, these prices regulate you ? 
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qQ “That is, you pay a oonts according to tie schedule for the 
COW, and - eonts a pound for prime beef. ‘When these animals 
are ‘slaugitered the carcass of the co ow on the block costs 
exactly the sane as the prime stecr on toot? 
A That is pretty noar it. 
Q Feve y you ever known of a , butcher selling & cow steak any 
che aper in rec ent j yoars, did youever know of a butcher greding 
the moat he sells the sane as these prices ? I have ne#rknowm 
yet a butcher who does not sell the low grade at a but 
the high price ? 
A I do not sell that stuff 
@ You now they are killed ? Everything that is not exported 
we have to kill here ? | | 
ey That may be for the Winnipeg trade. The local trade has 
sual] stesrs ‘and ‘heifers. In the country there is but a very 
small percentage of that stuff used, but there is a trade for 
that prairie stuff in Winnt pes. I know there is a trade for 
thet stuft, ‘These animals T sold were not in a condition to 
use as butcher cattle. They were sold to be fad at the water— 
lo00 distilleries. sh sth gana re ad 
Q ‘How often do you ‘tind any competition in Winnipeg ? “How 
often do you ‘tind one bie doaler raising the price on the othe 
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Chairman , 268 
Q Im connection with the market in Wimipeg it was mentioned 
that it would improve the butchers’ trade by the erection of 
public ‘abattoirs also ? You think it would ? A Yes 
Q We had one witness who said that he had kept 30 calves in 
cold storage for 3 moths and soldhis meat for 6 cents a pound 
now if the public cold storage was something like that it would 
steady the mrket ? . } 
 [t would be somewhat of a relief to the market 
Cold storage would prevent you from sacrificing it ? 
2 Yes: at 7 
You could not be held up ? 
No. The €.P.R. should run certain train at certain times 
and save the long haulage, but it could not bring all the cat- 


pO bt ©. be 
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tle-in om the same day. I consim all the cattle I ship to 

Ge ster’. cat 

Mr. Hageart : 

Q From a humanitarian point of view it would be a proper thing 
to transport cattle with more comfort and it would be cheaper ? 
A The C.P.R.charges us 19 1/2 cents per cwt for a 20,000 car 
from Pipestone. Hogs weigh | between 100 and200 pounds each. | 
You carmot put that weight on one deck. seg are weighed at 
the local shipper's expense. 

Q ‘Could there not be some inexpensive plan devised for feeding 
and watering cattle on the way ? 
A Yes, if they had a 08 gli half we down * feed and water 
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269. 
JARS MILLIKEN recalled : 10 THE CHAIRMAN ;: -- 


Q It has been contended by farmers that there is a combination 
between ‘the big dealers in Wimipeg and that they have g@t the 
cattle mrket of this country in their ow hands. (Cold stor- 
age facilities have been suggested in order to regulate thet. 
And I will assume we are going to have a municipal abattoir 
in Wimipeg to see that the consumer gets a square deal and 
that there will be room made for competition --- What objection 
have you to that ? Me 
A There are too many cattle of an inferior ‘quality going in. 
Q Suppose we say one remedy would be that farmers should impr- 
ove their stock and finish them better for the market ? , 
A Yes. “# Lh: om 
Q That would be a partial remedy 2 | A Yes 
Q That does not hit at the point, at the combination ? 
A I think it would. Forke says he is perfectly satisfied 
with the price for good mimals. I do not think that there is a 
eombination. 
Qe There is practically vi one ii in Winnipeg according 
to some evidence ? ! ar’ 
A» Yes, but put an inspectar. The» government should step in 
and prevent the slaughter of animals not fit for putting on 
the market. That would be a remedy. | 
Q That does not touch the point ? 
Aga The old country market rules the price for exporters. 
Q Another man putting up the price here said that the foreign 
markets do not control the price of our butcher's meat ? 
| A. (The American mrketyis always.2 or 3 cents more than the 
Ganadian 



















BOE : woot 
= 3 Hoi aHe ot oT betLeoor WROGIID 280. 


Matisatdenss 2 at evedt del atest ol admatame 100d aed 31. 9 
eit dem svat yout ga tos gegtont¥ mk eieleeb pid exit meowted 
axite Slo0 .ahemrl ewo vied af yrrame.eidd to sodvan oldtse 
fai? eiaiimer od velvn ot beteeggem need ever soltiitost ene 
thetinds Logtotmm s oved of guiog evs ew esmess Uitw-1 bra 
tes Isa step 6 atom vesimeoo agit tatd.ees of yoqhantW at 
Hobisetdo tall -~- soltivequc 16t oherwmot od [fiw sted cat 
if | 2 dst of soy eval - 
ttt erties yition' wirvetnt os tovelitme ynem ood eve ered? 4 | 
etgt bivole exeuiet tadt od bluow ybener eno yas ew epoquye P 
| ¢ toda alt wt vetted madd singh bus Aoote- thet eyo 
| ~ acs 
oe A } ‘¢deaeiilben + «¢ eee 
€ nottatidens ait te ,tnteg edt te tid ton aeobd den? .p 
Bo Peiiatica yitcsixq af epeyen altel. .blwow 1 dutdtd A 
GA Oma tac inte Yoo ob T i: pel sultg edd sddiw 





a. to ktantdaoo 
pare get ort ik sm wa kom 
: Ki Sete Sluais trecerevag et 
Peete gatitug wor shi sox. : 
Ea 


i nee at ees 
| ater a ag aS OME a 


A, 
weet: 
4 


1 ¢ oe ee ‘ine 
mead ted 


» ' e 
cya 


270 
Q. My reason for re-calling you was to discuss the question of 
a public abattoir, would you be in favor of it ? A. No. 
WILLIAM LOTHIAN, having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows + | 
TO MR, HAGGART ; 2 


Q Where do you, reside ? 

A At Pipestone | 

Q What is your occupation ? 

A. I have beena farmer for 25 years 

Q You are a cattle raiser ? 

A Yes, just raising cattle | 

Q You raise and sell to cattle dealers ? 

A Yes. I raise from 50 to 80 head 

Q Do,you do dairying ? ' 

A Just for our own use, not for the outside. 

Q How many do you sell om an average ? 

A About a.dezen to the local buyers generally 

Q That is, butchers ? 

A Yes, in the several villages round. 

Q And these butchers export ? 
A Kooy: and use just as much as they wire for their own 
trade. 


Q Tell weit to the commissioners your experience and what 

suggestions you have to make as ka cattle raier ? 

A In early years I raised stock to pay for land and I acquired 
. equipment for raising wheat. and have gradually reduced my 
“stock and\raised'wheat which I find more profitable and plea- 
sant. 
Q In earlier years you had a bigger ig tan you have now ? 
A ‘Yos. Most. of my neighbour's are inclined to reduce tieir 
‘stock and give their wheat farms better at tention. 
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Q Yor what reason did you take that course ? 
A We found that by applying the time and labour we were going 
to make more out of it than in cattle. I can make $500 on a 
quarter-seotion, and gotla just about double it on wheat. 
Q Does not that require more labor ? 
A Yes, it requires more labour and equipment, but you can do 
with less to live’on in thoe winter , though. 
| Q As to net profits, is wheat more Aidbaeroe ? 
A Yes, I and my sas have found it so. Of course, we 
have good’ land. | | 
* Q That might not be the case with lower lands ? 
‘AL’ No, my land is all adap tod for cultivation. It is all 
arable land. | 
Q Did you ever have an’ trouble or coinplaint to make with 
- reference to whether you were ep tbing a aoe show with the 
cattle dealers ? | | 
A No, and in the way of a combination T have never noticed 
anything. I had dealers from Virden, Pipestone and peston and 
have never found any arrangement made Meleaen them to keep frices 
down. They” ‘have always been too anxious to buy at a profit, 
“Q Now ‘that you have had 15 or 2 years cropping done do you 
think it would be more profitable to increase the herds ? 
& Well, of course, there is a ‘profit: in nanuring. Further, 
‘T am inclined to think ‘that 1% is quality not quantity. Cattle 
will doteriorate if not looked after. The farmer is therefore 
* mugh” to ‘blame for the uncertainty of ‘the market, . 
“te And the autting of the market is the cause ot a ae 
_ deal ‘of the trouble eal , 
a Vas, ee ‘ts the ee in the ola ‘gountry. te Edinburgh a 
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Q tou. know the scope of this comsission, have you any 
suggestions that will assist the enquiry ? 
A So far as Winnipeg is concemed it is the only consuning 
market, and if farmers will push inferior. stuff on it they can 
only expect a, slim price... There is no discrimination between 
the good and the.inferior. In the British markets, are always 
quoted ata premiun, they are always slaughtered: here: for. some 
reason, but the meat might go over without difficulty. 
Q The abattoir men and the buyers regulate.their price of cat- 
tle .gn»foot, but you and I go to the butcher and pay a high 
price, for a roast or a steak and you do not know. whether it 
is for good or inferior cattle ? 
Wir. iii lliken :.Yau ought. to.know: better. 
Q, We arecharged,the one price for the young and the old 
steaks ? 
A There ought to be discrimination in price, but,Z think the 
epicures will be able to choase. In the village there is no 
combination. 
Q the butcher who gives a poor class of meat ae his customer 
loses eventually Poi eyo A Yes 
Mir. Forke.: 1 was told that the principal butchers in Winnipeg 
always ordered stesr beef. 
Witness :. According, to that. the i beef is not appreoiae 
ted. .As to its being excessive in price a chiilled beef trade 
with the old country would remedy that 
Q Fave you thought out the question of mion stock yards 
and a public abattoir anl by whom it should be established ? 
A “Yes, i think it, would be a good thing to regulate the trade 
It would lend to it a solidity that does not exist at tly 
oe. tine. | 
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Chairmen % 
Q You do not imo of ny pe lo to keep dow prices ? 
A No. 
Q Did you ever see any evidences that they were trying te eii~ 
minate competi tion, not trying to keep down prices ? Or have 
you seen any at tempt to eliminate the waste of competition ? 
A Certainly ; it would be their poliey ; this, from the big 
dealers stani point | 
Q Would you be in favour oF our exporting meat in the chilled 
state ? , Be a A Yes 
Q You think at woud. be pr rotorable to shipping on foot ? 
A Yes” | | 
Q Is there any other matter that you think would bo of interes 
to us from your, stand point ? 
A With the chilled meat trade it would be a difficult way with 
the complaint at pre sent on transportation. The | commission 
should look very earefully into the transpor tation cuestion. 
We must have an impro vements 
Q Have 3 you any suggestion as “to the remedy for that ? 
A Réport to the railway ‘commission | 
itr. Middleton | : 
Q Rs to this discrimination in regard to heifers ? 
A OF course, they could ‘be handled haope ly 
‘chaitman’ ita wee 
a ‘The meat ‘trade ‘is such that the farmr in his ow interests 
Ssnouta be inclined | ‘to discuss it 7? _ 
a. Wel, raise ‘the quality before you ‘Yeise ‘the quantity, and 
ify you can do more, ‘you oe alt right. aA nee | 
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STEWART BAIRD, haying been duly sworn, deposed as ‘follawe: 
TO MR. HAGGAR? D-- 


Q. Where do you reside ? 

A Rathwell. — | | 

Q What is your business ? 

A Butcher and gattle doalor 

QA little more detail---you buy from the farwr, butcher 
the cattle and sell the dead meat at retail A 

Yes, retail the dead meat 

And ship. cattle to 3 Wirmipeg 2 sa | A Yes 
How many butchers are there in Rathwell ? 

One ey : 

How many cattle do you ship a year ? 


PO FP Oo .Oo » 


Sone years I have been doing it. I have a lot. I let mine 
stay around home. Within th 18 last year or two, I have shipped 
about &, 10 or 12 around there. _ ' 

Q ‘the area in which you purchase is not so aries now ? 

A ‘bo, not so large. There are more cattle dealers now tha n 

there are cattle 

Q In some parts. of the. province were told ‘that if the farmer 

saw one cattle dealer he was fortunate ao 

A rt is not 50 for between Winnipeg and Souris you cannot 

turn a corns Y, without, ruming into one. 

Q Who are the other buyers or dealers ? 

A Some butchers , formers, wheat buyers, they run prebty near ly 

every other occupation along, with the cattle businoss. ‘Fermers 

are buying to ship. 

Q Is ther ¢ any understanding or arrangement between you and 
men o yoy BP suriey? as to the te you shall give ? 
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A None whatever. That. was, always the big objecthon. We 
were too big to jump in ani doit.» We have not apt advanced 
that far. 

Q You, buy as cheaply as you can 2 

A We are governed by Wimipeg. Winnipeg ¢ governs ever ee 
You get your schedule of prices from Wimipeg ami they wire 
you that prices are good toa certain day, they again wi re 
you if the prices go down ani you have to take it at that, 
The market is regulated there... They make.the market. If 
there is a glut they have the best of it. We were all made hogs 
and some have got better then others. 

Q. Do you think the Winnipeg butchers are in a.com vatsiatae ? 
A. No, Ido not see why they should be. 

Q, You,have seen the newspaper comments and the correspondence 
tothe papers, what do you say as to that ?_ 

A .I have been in the cattle business.all my life. 1 find 
there are anawful,lot of people waking. improyements. You sag 
beef,is all one price.: If I pay 2 cents a pound for acow 

it is 15.cents for the beef ; 3 cents a pound for a stecer, 
15. cents'a pound for the beef, But, remember when you kill 
that cow I would rather lave the steer cut at 5 cents a pound 
In the steer you get, more beefsteak to the hundred. You cet 
a great big slab-side d cow ani you have 200 pounds of boil- 
ing beef which you have notin. the heifer. That is why a 
bectsteak is a beefsteak. rey an 

Q Sowe are bothrightt? . |. | A Yes 

Q. Only you have alittle fuller knowledge of the details ? 
AI donot think that. dh retailers got snough for their 
c 4 wet’ 
ee a think tnt Se retail, byighers, are making enough 
meee in the country ? 
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A No, that is where they are doing a longer credit business 
Q htett not.a fact that the retail butchers clarge more than 
they ought to ? A No 

Q Can you give the commissioners any sugestions ? 

A I would be. very much in favor of wmion stock yards ad a 

public abattoir. It is. the only remedy I can see out of it, 

whore is a class of butchers in Winnipeg that want poor cattle 

others that will not have it at any price. I take in a car 

; load of cattle half good and half poor. ‘They naturally do not 
want the poor stuff. They tell you that now. But if they have 
union stock yards, and if they would give us 2 market days a 
week, and the C.P.R. could give us 2 stock trains a week, 
proper stock trains that will arive o the market days, it 
would do. I think that is where the retail ma has a “fall 
down" in Wimipeg, because the little fellow has to pay as 
much for the poor stuff as the other fellows pays for the good 
stuff. We camot always get the price for the good stuff, 

We only get butcher prices. The majority is butcher cattle. 
And you camot get the price for that individual one export 
steer. You can take a car lead of cattle in their now, and a 
butcher wants four er five head of cattle, and the rest of 

then will boycott you. If there was a narket aves two days a 
week you could sell both classes. 

Q You have heard a large number say that the poor cattle 

_ causes an unsatisfactory state of the market ? — 

A, There isa lot to that. But I think the cattle buyer is 

just as much to blame. ~ We have men buying cattle who know no 

| more about it that a box car, With an open market in Winnipeg 

_ they will have to sell it for what it is worth. They buy 
cattle accidentally and mke up the cattle, When that market 
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is going if a cow is put on it wrth 2 cents that is all he 
will get, and if it is worth 4 cents he will get that, 

Q With a woll regulated 1 market these men would soon be put out 
of business ? _ A Yes 
Chairman : -- 

Q Do you raise sheep now---do sell mutton ? 

A I do not raise sheep . ‘T sell very little mutton. 

Q Does the hog mar ke t fluctuate like the cattle market ? 

A No, itisa different marks t. 

Q Do you think these ills imaginery at times ? 

A Yesy as far as hogs are concerned, I think they are. 

Q Do you ever ship further east than Winnipeg ? | 

A You." I ship; ned to Montreal. I made one shipment from Souris 
of six cars to Yontreal 

Q When was that 2 

A Three years 20 

Q What were the facilities on the way ? 

A We11, we found that the shrinkage was not excessive. We 
found tha the shrinkage was the same in Montreal as in Wimipeg 
The first shr inkage is the big shrinkage. After the first 
shrinkage ‘they ‘do not get much thimer. I was on the public 
market. 4 found that when you got there that you have the 
butcher s, : "the commission men and the abattoir men after the 
stuff. ‘Tf the butcher can pay moré than the abattoir man he 
can pay tt. There are men who up there once a week and buy 6 
head of cattle. tt ae worth a little more’ to them to buy 
their cattle thus and sont them to, the abattoir ; ; - the abattoir 
returns them everything | 

q i oe it a public abattoir Pan mre 

A ae pater’ a rented to ait pes ae cont rolled te 
ere yore 0% te eotaln; int 


Of an Sour A men cy bey ho tan 


myted., oL here adn thaoe 




























Vis 


ou ifs ei tedd atreo S Mevew SY ao Yog af woo s tf prtog af 
dat do [five stneo S dttowgh POF bre ,ten flhw 
Gio SG od moos Slvow now overt totem Betaloget (Lew se M1W D 


wey oA PH ¢ ‘Saeed 
| ? modtun [Loe bt swor'qeedi oalet 


ceotue eLiL yoy iteg TY qeeiie cater ton ob F 
% tobi eidton of oth etediawh? deluan aot edt seed 
tebren dnavett ih s ef dt, ol 
° sem? ce yrotigemt @lLF cert antdd way of 
o% (odd Anta t betragting 6m anor ax tet a8 geeY 
@ avcinnd nedt deee Yedirdt qt teve toy Of 
Sbwo® sort Saonghla ons obeur Y Utke AA. oF boo cite T°ee¥ 
O° feentnal ot ptse ats to 
etek sew mdW 9 
ope eisey eotil’ A 
° yew oc m@ mekitLiest ond otew ded 9 
#-.oviasacne Jom osw egmiitwia 6G de fract av [lew A 
Seqtemtl of ec Loewtoll af ome eh Bawlagatnd-wle edt alt Brot — 
dev eft oda .qgedndtle gtdvedt aP ogeintwie datkt edt 
Hiidug ed xo cow I worm det dey Gon ob yoot egedihute 
efit ower voy Jacl ern Ney: sing Mint: Dealt TE: eden a 
pat xedts max thadteds edd fines ona Sl ‘a 
Qf nan tdotseds oct mete ee uo oat 
@ yd bes deoaw s eono etait iw nea 
EN td ot mea EL ction ok 8S 
' Siofiads ont , > | | bre 
ath aa a 
ere, Parke rit ash BY ‘Z ag cree 
ee wn? “thoddaide at Ling 


> CD > CO > OC 


a ee =: eae SCS 
_ ° - .: 
ra ] 
es 


» oe : om 
wes x A acai os tee i a 


Sk Saeed 
i. 


278 

Q In Winnipeg the butchers are all obliged to buy from the 
private abbatoirs ° F A Yes 

Q ave you anything else that you wuld like to state in come 
ection with your side of tt business ? 
A’ I think the railroad facilities whould be better. Where we 
find railway competition we find other competition. I think 
you should get after the cattle buyers and the (.P.R. The 
farmer has to pay that 5, 6 or 7 per cent shrink. Let them 
feed them up to the value. | 

Q Did you ever lose hogs in shipment ? 

A. Yes, though heat, through something that could be preven- 
ted, and at the rate charged for hogs it is impossible to ge t 
them into the car. In the east they will allow you $5 for put- 
ting in a deck. They help the hog business out. ere it is 
impossible to get more than 17,000 pounds into a car and you 
have to ‘pay for 20 ,000 re ; in a deck car you ean get 
$28, 000 pounds. 

Q Have you any reason to believe that sny shippers get better 
rates than you do ? , 

A No, r do not. 

MrMiddleton 2°) 

Q Can you explain the double-decked car f Are you then 
charged for 28,000 pounds ? ; 

A You will be charged for 28,000 potmds. In tle east if you 
furnish the deck they allow you $5 and charge you for your 
freight, for 28,000 pounds. if you put in a ds ck in this 
country you put it in at your own expense. We rin them right 
into the stock yards. I think the Winnipeg stock yards are 
the bigzest curse of this country. You cannot get in inside 
of an hour. A man ought to be in the yards inside of 2 
minutes. 1 have lain eee: 9, 6 and 7 hours. I have gone 
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in again at night and found my cars still in the yards. 
Q Did you make any complaint ? 
A Yes, and that is all the good it will do you. You take 
hogs and smash them around and they will shrink $5 an hour, 


‘That is when they do their big shrinking. 


Q Does the C.P.R. control these yards ? 
A They control them. | 


ARTHUR SANDERS, bari bem duly sworn deposed as follows: 
TO MR, HAGGART ; 


Q. What is your bus ine ss ? 
A Retail buther at Souris. | 
Q And you buy cattle from the farmers in the nei¢hbourhodd 


for that purpose ? A Yes 

Q Do you sell all the cattle you buy ? A No 

Q You sell what you need for your retail business and take 
the rest to Wimipeg ? | A Yes 


Q Your busingss is sere igh similar to that of the last 


witness v 


A Yes, except that he would ship mare to Winnipeg than I wuld 
Q You received a letter from the Commissioners ? 

Q ‘Tat showed Oe acape of this Aurea atign tion, Have you 

read | the “correspondance in the newspaper s in | this mat ter with- 
Jin the last year or so ? sialic 


a You have often hoard it Tinted that inde is a combine in 
the trade ie A Yes 

Qo a ‘there @ combine between the butchers of Souris to keep 
up. prices 7 ah 


Bi A Wot that I know of, 
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Q How do fix the prices ? 

A By vhat the beef cost us. 

Q Is thore any understanding between you and the other béut— 
chers in Souris that you shall not bid against each other 2 

A Yo 

Q If one one is in a neighbourhood buying does the other 
refrain from entering that neighbourhood ? 

A No; this mm, R. Harding, from Carroll, coms within 2 miles 
of here. 

Q There is no understanding that you ‘shall pay a certain price 
to the farmers ? , A No 

Q Who fixes the price for the peef, is you or the farmer ? 

A Any surplus we buy goes to Wimipeg. I fix what we offer, I 
have to buy by the Hinipig prices. I lost $40 on the last 
shipment. | 

Q jt is charged that the iad anen get more than they are 
entitled to ; that you middlemen are getting rich ? 

A I have not got as much money now a s when I started. The 
charge is not true in my case prnene are not 2 or 3 car loads 
of cattle shipped from ‘Souris’ a we The qavtie business does 
not amount to much here. 

Q It all are ae r or some of the cattle dealers here? 
Eye" * m 

Q° In selling to Winnipeg of ge did Be find 7 eR there was any 
thing ‘to load you ta suspect. that ‘there was a colzbination ? 

A No, ‘the last time one oy: extern. 1 ine $2. mB , ant I found 
another mee and $8.2 25. 

Chairman : Aye 

Q When was that ? - 

A yast month. 
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Q Take last yoar 9 w 
A ox usually sold to Gqrdan & Ironside for the last two or 
three years | 
Q Do. you ever get bids aioe the others ? 
A No- | 
Mr. Ragsart + 
Q So vhat ‘they ‘said was true ? 
A Yo, I do not ‘think 80. 
Q You buy for own speculation A 
. That is all; I use my own judgnent. I bought a steer 
once . It weighed about 1210 pounds and I tied him up to a 
post for the night. When I put him on the same scales the 
next morning he weighed 1070 pounds --- on the sane scales, 
I led to lose that shrinkag se at 4 eents a pound. That was a 


fair price for that steer. I have paid as much as 5 cents. 


That stecr was plugged. I an watohine that farmr. 2k 
had taken that steer to apes Pee he woud ere shrunk enother 
100 pounds. 


Q Have you any statements to make to pe commissioner s that 
would be inform tion for them 2 

Me think people. should ‘be al lowed to, feed and, water be fore 
weighing. it is ‘the better, way. As it is now it a great bene— 
fit to the packers, and it bene fits nobody but them. They buy 
practical ly all mat, all ‘of which they can sell. 

Q How about union yards and a public ‘abattoir ¢ 

‘ I do not now. ‘If ‘the cattle were fed and watered first 
the C. P, Re stock yards would be all right. In the public 
abattoir they ‘could Koop mat all the winter so that it wuld 
regulate tip, narkot ‘i 
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Q Would take off the surplus of stuff that would have to be 
sold otherwise ? A Yes 

Q You do not Imow much. about the retail business in Winnipeg 
itself ? Nn | ‘i 

A No, I do not ienow aretha about it. 

Q Have you my other sugge stion to make to the coussissioners 
in your own interests z 

A I, ship 30 car loads of hogs in a season. We ought to have 
shelter and water in the tanks as we go go by. | 

Q To spray them or give them water ? 

A To cool them off. They charge us for. 26,000 pounds, when 
you ought only to put in 15,006 pounds in a car. They charge w 
for 20,000. pounds. You pan only get in 75 hogs we ighing say 
200 pounds each, that is , 15,000 pounds, | 

Q How would you enforce such alterations by the ¢.P.R.,by the 
railway commission ? You do not know ? 

A I donot mow. Bat it ought to be done in the interests 
of humanity --- In the interests of the mnimals. 

Chairman : ae 

Q You were here while Mr Baird was giving evidence ; was there 
anything in what he said that you would give in evidence ? 

A Ido not think his scheduled stock train would be any g000 
because it wuld get us all in together. It would throw us all 
on the mrket the same day. 3 

Q That could be regulated 2 “Would er that ve a nacket oy, 
and all the buyers would be there ? 

A I never saw thy C. P, R, stock yards bare yet. I cannot see ay 
any. benefit in, it for the, small butchers, : ‘they will have to 
gp there and buy. along with the others. 

Q But, different. classes of butchers, would be present he 
ane Ore different Sues of cattle ? gi 
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A They might not be bought up ; how would you get them home xm 
again. ? 

Q .Use,the public abattoir and cold.storage ; turn them over 
to the public abattoir. 

Mri. Baird.: We all go in and every butcher in Winnipeg will be 
there. tt is not Gordon's, nor Gallagher's , nor Griffin's, 
because everybody will be there to buy it. 

A. I haye)néer had any trouble in selling good stuff in Winni- 
‘peg. 

Mr, Middleton,.: | 

Q You. made a remark in connection with the abattoir and cold 
storage system, do yourthink.it would have too much inferior 
meat in the spring ? | 

A They, would have a lower grade, inferior meat, to compete 
against the higher priced cattle. ? . 

Q When cattle is in good cordition in the fall they slaughter 
them.and,put,..them.in cold storage for the spring in Calgary ? 
AI do not know about that. 


| . ‘I? BEING NOON the enquiry adjourned until 2 o'clock 
a the ‘same place when, the proceedings were resumed . 


‘ly. “aoe COUNCILLOR ALEXANDER WOOD, having been duly sworn, 
deposed as follows : tr a4 $18 mi yourkines 
TO MR. HAGGART : : 
a a. residence and occupation ? 
A Souris, farmer. Particularly sheep. I have boen connected 
, with, that, industry most all my life. I have been connected 


_with the sheep raising since 1898 in Mmnitoba. 
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Q Give us your per oenees as a shesp raiser ? 
A. As a sheep raiser I claim that no animal pays better. I 
raise pure Oxfords Downs. They are one of the best mutton 
sheep that is grown. ‘They a are a sheep that matures early and 
the ewes are fairly good mothers. I claim that every farmer 
should, have some sheep. en 
Chairman : 
A Any wool 2 


A The Oxford Down produces as Seach 2s any except the fine wool 


Merinos. My average is i pounds a head, 

Mr Hageart : 

Q That advantage has sheep breeding chiefly to the farmer ? 

A You do not have to have such expensive buildings to put them 
in in the winter. My sheep run @ll the winter if they want to. 
What I claim of hoes is that if you take a pure bred sheep 
you can sell them amy time.I could not pay all my expenses if 
it were not for them. Isimply sell the draught ewes done for 
breeding purposes to, the butchers ; they are too old. 

Q Your market for sheep is anongst the farmers ? 

A. - sell the most in the western provinces. There are very far 
fow around. 

Q How large te your flock ? tee 

A Sixty-five at the present tine ny 

Wr. Fagaart, \ 

Q I can sell a. ram lamb ri $15 and yearlings from 620 up to 
$45, Re 

Q ny, troable pgeoat tion agtar tend 

d to trouble. 


MASON, oxenp thous dy 


a You said tnt _& they yy principally ep. wo the 5 west 2 


hy fi) a 


L : ry Yes, they all ip to the west 
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Q It is mare profitable than cattle raising ? 

A Yes, itis to me. 

Q Are they liable to disease ? 

A I have not found it in this country. You can spoil sheep 
if you keep them too warm in the winter. ‘Too many are spoiled 
that way. 

2 Amy trouble with coyotes ? 

A. No. « There are some. Two of my neighbours keep hounds for 
sport, and I have not seen a coyote for a year until I saw 
one last Sunday 

Q You. keep them in folds 2 

A Yes, until the crop is um out and then I put them on the 
stubble. And in-the: spring I let them out until the wheat is 
up. Le ¢ 

Chairman : 

Q What are the advantagrs to the farmers of keeping sheep as 
part of their stock ? 

A They are better than anything I have ever haf hold of yet. 
They» keep down noxious weeds. Nearly every weed on the farm 
the sheep will eat. 

Mir. Haggart : You are selling to the farmers, but if you had 
to.confine yourself wholly to the mutton market what would say 
then ag to sheep breeding compared with hogs and cattle ? 

A Itwill pay my time. If you want to buy mutton in this 
town it will cost you from 18 to 20 cents a pound. 

Mir... Middleton: :: 

Q Ts mutton exceptionally high these last few years ? 

A Yes, a great many more people are using it 
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My. Hageart ' 

Q Sheep multiply rapidly and mature quickly ? 

A Yes. They pay better than cattle or hogs. 

Q How about fodder 2 

A They pick nearly all the refuse Ley the buildings in the 
winter. They Zo in a shed in a storm, 

Chairmen : 

Q At what price per pound do you sell the wool ? 


A last year I sold it to Leadly at 15 cents a pound, unwashed. 


Q How many pounds to the fleece ? 

A last year my flock averaged 9 1/2 pounds of wool to the 
sheep. 3 | 

Q At 15 cents a Mak 2 

A Yes, at 15 cents a pound , 

Q A little over, $1.40 per sheep?. 

A Yes. You have ept to have experience Some people lose money 
and do not like to have them. You have to dip your sheep. 

If you let your sheep go with the tick you will have no sheep. 


I gemrally use Little's sheep dip. I have had no trouble with 


them. 
Q Any fea with wolves ? 
A No, and I claim it is on account of the hounds. So long as 


. there is a dog around he wil run then. 


Mr. Hageart : 

Q Some t ime s the hounds give their attention to the sheep ? 
ae never found it So. They never " bother the saan: 

Mr, ‘Middleton : 

Q I t depends how they are fed 2 

A Yes, and how they are broken. 

Q Any loss from worms ? 
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A No, there was a lot in the west, but I lost none. I general 
ly feed them a little bit of hay and oats and crain. I would 
rather feed them hay and grain. -Sometimes if there is a fair- 
ly good crop of roots I feed them to the breeding ewes in the 
lambing season. They get tape worm right along in the low 
grass. Sheep do not thrive in long grass. The-re is no wire 
grass here. Spear gfass will go right into them and kill them. 
When it cuts into the body of the sheep that mutton is use- 
less as it begins to fester. You never find spear grass where 
mutton is cultivated ; burn it off in the spring and the sheep 
will keep it down. ae ) 

Q ‘You think that sheep farming will be a valuable adjunct to 
most of the farming in Manitoba ; little risk and fair profits? 
A Yes, st they can af efor da to import mutton to come up here. 

wwe have had it, ‘from Prince Rdward Island in this tom. It came 
up here in the winter tine , frozen, and very poor mutton it was 
Q Do you know anything at all about the cattle trade ? 

Le have fed some but I do not know much about it. Wl hen I 
used to % hired out I fed a lot of cattle. I have farmed 
here since 1895, when I started on my own hook. I went to on- 
tario, after that Tr ane my flock of sheep. 

Mr. “Fageart : | 

Q You do not mow if the butelprs in town have put their heads 
together to regulate the price the yu “give to the farmers ? 

A No, ‘the famer cm ‘look after himself. He is foolish if. 

he doos not. The ‘trouble is so many farmers do not value an 
Satie when they put it on ‘the market. I find so many do not @ 


pairns ithe 
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Q But then he ought te ete as # muah as 3 his neighbours ? 


I 1h dy 
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A Yes, 1 know they growl because they do not get so much as 
others. I have seen very inferior stuff sold am I thought 
they brought a good. price. 


 Q, The farmer who kicks is not aiewgas an shject of. sympathy ? 


A No, he is not. But as to the railway’ facilities. I think 
the railways are not.as prompt as they might be in getting 
stock to Wimmipeg, | 

Q, They use the same yards fi for hogs as for cattle 2 

A. Yes. I have had no experience with Winnipeg buyers, but I 


*think. they. should go to the railway comission. Sometimes it 


will take them.2 days to get in. from here to Winnipeg. [t de~ 
penis how the ¢,P. R, fools, At Hartney where the two lines are 
competing, you can get better service but no cheaper rates. 

Q. The passneger also. ‘finds that ? | 

A. Yes, but when I-ship at rartney I will get bottar shipments 
through, They will rush it through quicker, 


ALFRED LOVATT, sworn deposed as follows : -- 
TO WR, HAGGART.; -- | 


Q. ‘You are a farmor ? | ah fel oo A Yes 
Q And you live near Souris 2 Bs A , 
A, Yes, 8 niles out, I have lived here a7 years. 
Q Do you carry, on nixed fanning ? . 
A Yes, 1 keep. between 46 and 50 head of cattle ; | about 46 now 
I milk 6, 7 or 8 cows. Se 
2. Tow. many | becves do you 102 adh year + 
A About fifteen or more, 
Q. To vhom ¢ do you. sell | 2 wid 
es to. butchers hore, but grorally & to bu here at 
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Q°'Is it grass fad or staFlfed ? 

A I have got out of the way of selling than off the grass. I 
~ winter them generally and sell them in the spring It is a 

| toss up whether it pays to setl off the grass or feéd them in 


- the winter. 


~ Q Tf coarse grain is cheap you do better ? A Yes 

Q° How much did you get this year ? 

' AT think $4. 25 per ewt live weight this spring. That is for 
steers. .I got $3. 25 and $3. 50 per ewt for cows. I have a quar 
“ter section fit for nothing else but grazing. I use cattle 

to make use of that quarter. If it were not for that I would 
graze much Ieee. Does it pay to graze on land at $30 or $40 
an acre = | 

Q You can make use of inferior lowlands in that way ? 

‘A Yes 7 

Q Would you expect first class wheat lands would for raising 
-eattleon? 

| AY The wheat would pay 

Q The travelling b butcher: or buyer would come round to your xx 


“place ? | A Yas. 
Q He would want to give as little as possible and you would 
“want him to go as high ? A Yes 


e He selling to him do you know the price of beef ? 

A oa gen ‘erally get the best price I can 

Q Do you think that there is any schems bargain or arrangement 
‘between the butchers or dealers as to the price they shall of- 
for the farmers ? 

‘5 Fae not, not for a certainty. I can only conjectyre. 

They” seem “te faye. ‘the: sane price, but I do, not know why for 

a cortainty. There seems to be such a wide spread between the 
producer's and the consumer's price, 
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Q Does it seem to you that when they pay you 4 cents and you 
want to take home .a roast of steak that omm | 
A Tenor kwaiue le 172 cents a pound | is £00 mich, That is what 
we pay here, In Winnipeg they pay a,lot more ,, 
Q You get 4 cents.a pound? | pie 
A That.is the best; along now it is only worth 3 cents a 
pound » lead at 
Q Take.3 cents,a pound 7. | A Yes 
Q Say it.dressed 50 per cent. You really got 6 cents a pound 
It is killed and.all the,trouble is gone to necessary to trams 
form the cattle in beef, cutting up, curing delivering, etc., 
do you think that. there, is,more than a margin in it for the 
butcher, to make a living 2 
It is hard to say; the butchers should know. 
You think that. you should get more ? 
Well; we keep them three years, feeding them, wae etc, 
this.is not,a cattle.country ? 
Well, no, thoughout west there is 4 lot of grazing land, 
This land is too good and: valuable* to raise cattle on ? 


Yes; except as a bye-prodfict to get bid of the course grain, 


Soo a eo 


Tell the commissioners what grievances you have in connec- 
tion with the cattle and meat business that bears unfairly upon 
the farmer. 2... re . 

A I do. not, know of axy—thine specific, a think that it is 
time that there, should be better facil es for weighing 
cattle.when they, want to sell them 

Q, who should provide the scales ? 

gee on Ge imbieipelity 

Q You have them at Souris ?_ 
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A Yes > but in Carroll there are none except the grain elevator 
| phere should be some responsible party who do th e weighing. 
“We have to take the other fellow's word. It would also be bet- 

bc ter. for the. buyers. | 
Cc Do you think the eattie bastets io you ‘bisa up ? 

A I have not been satisfied at different times, but perhaps 

| it was not good judenent on my part, ‘Still I think better fa~ 
cilities would be satisfactory to the farmers. 

| Do you raise hogs ? 

Yes,. BLOW yo cern 

How do Jou di spose of them ° 

rust, the same way-~-to the buyers. 


~ Do you get fair terms in the matter of hogs ? 


=> OO FOO fF oO. 


,t think the hogs rather pay the farmers better, 
though the price has gone down the last month or so. There is 
more money in that. We know, the prices they pay in Winnipeg. 
Q Is pare anything else that you can tell us, Mr. Lovatt ? 
4 No. 

Chairman : 

Q You have told us that you do not know of my understanding 
between ‘the dealers ? 

A ‘I have no posi tive knowledge Ee 

Q “For how many yoars have you been raising cattle 2 

es Twenty-seven years, more or less all the time. 


i 


Qo Coupare this with eight years ago in relation with the buy- 
ers last year would the different buyers come and offer you 
a 


‘ 


prices my | 
Gan you suoplenent hig.evidend.? — 

ve are mere buyers now than there used to be. 
Q. WY LW i a? fil 


a fhare a as large a spread in the price ? 
A Th Cte ey ah ae f alt 
vi, | cannot ‘say. Do ane pl compared with the Wimipeg 
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Q One man says that if cary. is any buyer in a certain di s- 
trict he will not gp ‘in that district, and that they regulate 
prices by the Winnipeg prices ? 

A There was a fresh buyer came in last winter, Per yo a be tte 
prices there selling to him, and it looke like as if he made 
the market there. | 

Q Take the condi tions of your Sete pale out last winter, 
have you, observed. any changes in your relations to the bu yer s? 
A. No 


DANIEL ANSON CHAMBERS, having been duly sworn, de- 
posed as follows : 
O MR. HAGCART : -- 


Where do you live and what is your occupation ? 

Souris, butcher. | 

What - is the nature of your business r 

Retail butcher busimess 

You buy from the farmers and mr in your buteher shop ? 
Yes 

Do you “will cattle yourself 2 OR A Yes 
Do. you sell any outside ? da re 

Yes, we have a surplus of cattle here every year, 

What do.youdo.with it? = | 

Sanders, and I ship together to Winnipeg. 

Sanders. foods, his cattle ?_ 

As far as I ‘mow, FEB. bn ivy 

Can you. supplement, his evidence, ? ’ ia A ) 
Sites I ERE that there is no combine between seniors aa me 
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other shipping point ; I am not in partmership with Sanders, on 
‘ly in the shipping business 

Q» Do you and he agree on the price we the farmer ? You do not 
béd a different bid to him and he to you ? 

A Nov: Tn the gar that | DOU 

Q *You let him work that racket himself 2. 

A»Yes, he buys his omeattle and I buy mine. 

Q He dees not interfere with the customers that you are buy- 
ing from ¥ . 

A Not very much; sometimes he dips in. _ 

Q How are you treated by the abattoir men ?. 

A The: shrinkage is what kills. Furthermore the abattoir men 
get the bene fit of the shrinkage. The railway takes it. A 
man from Pipestone giving evidence said he had been 48 hours on 
the road witha car lead. of hogs. That meant abiut 10 per cent 
osh Yinkage. That is practically all a hog will shrink without 
losing flesh. There is a man from Rrathwell with 4 per cent 
shrink and he gets as much for,his hogs as wht I do. 


‘Q It depends a great deal.on the sugeess of your journey.? 
Anti¥es: The OkterLipy hus ty iy Ababtolr g | 
Q That is all.the fault ofthe 0.P.R company ? 
iA largely ‘4 | 
-Q And. the stringent rule that ie as of ret sing water or 
food to stock 2. hyd Mandy deren Bie aay wa moh. A Yes 


Be eo 


~Q Supposing thaty you, fed, iin 7 ’ 
A The pabattoir men would you dank you. 
td Qe Would they refuse to buy at all Be: si le 
At Well, as I understand it, the, stuff. is we sighed off - the 
cars, end that isthe weight, If you feed and water you have 
to take a 12 hours fast or the pbs tein man wil take off 
i shrinkage for it. | In the first place Gordon gets his 
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load of hogs with 10 per cent shrinkage at the same price ¢ s 
the.5 per cent shrinkage car load, This. 10 per cent car] ar 
will dress out about. 83 pounds to the.ewt. The other co 
from Rathwell with the 5 per cent load his, stuff will only dres 
77 pounds to. the cwt.. Gordon gets even with about 7 pounds — 
difference. In the car that dresses 83 pounds to the owt the t 
hog.will dress 166 pounds. . Now the «hog. that will only ; 
dress 7%. pound to the cwt will only weigh lod pounds, Gordon 
a gets. le pounds of pork.more from the first, man than he ‘saa ie i 
» from the other Here is a load of hogs that have lost no ; 
ie flesh but have lost 10 per cont shrinkage. With the advan 
of a public abattoir end stock yards like they. have in To: > 
where. the stuff, is watered, fed, weighed and sold, this man (i 
a. could get. a.car load of hogs dressed at 12 1/2 cents per. ts ay 
; 25. cents. at the outside per head. When live hogs are wort ih * 
6 1/2 cents per pound alive, they are worth 8.1/2 cents. 
pound dead... I have given 12 pounds of purk each to have , 
dressed, | es 
Q. You would ite to. pay for shieine 2 
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A. ‘There would be .a little expense. They will wii you & 
cents. They are offering that, price for abattoir dressed 
Q.. You kill 2 bee and. leaye the meat with them 2 po. 9 4 4) 
A. T. can “ak them, at, the public abattoir and put them. ne 
cold storage. You can sell them there. | 
Q At prices at which the Kabttoir men would not. eho i 
A You can have your. hogs killed at « Gordon & ‘Tronside's | 
et a load. that was going to lose me $60 at Gordon's and. § 
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think of it. In my ‘mind there is no competition in Wimipes 
among the abattoir men. Thatis the only way about it from my 
way of thinking. ‘They may have some tie on these butchers 
and refuse to allow them to buy even if they have a public 
market. If they have a monopoly the retail butchers can be 
forced to buy from them or be broken. We have to gauge our 
profits upon each steer which we ship, length of time we have 
to be on the road, per centage of profit for handling. Now, 
when cattle is 21/2 cents in Wimipeg, we have three-quarters 
of a cent margin, that is figuring nearly a quarter for freight 
and a quarter for shrinkage. and the butcher cannot handle it 
for very much less than the other quarter. That would mean 
1 3A in the country. Now if I offer a mam 1 3/4 cents a pound 
for his cattle he would run me out of the place. 

| But with the advantage of public stock yards we 
would have a dozen different classes of cattle. All we get 
in Wim ipeg is 2 1/2 ceents a pound for the best meat cattle. 
Take cattle in the Toronto market ; you feed ad water them and 
weigh them, and that is what you get paid on. There is choice, 
extra choice, medium, good to mediun, fair, fair to nediun, 
low grades, ete. “Probably each grade will jump trom 5 ) to 10 
cents per ‘owt. SOM can Las a straight load of cattle all one 
grade. 
, . Now, Gordon picks out the poorest ‘grade of your cat- 
tle. , “He al so picks out your good steors and sends them ; 
away. ‘Thera are two or ‘three different public abattoirs 
in Toronto, “The | retail butchers can ep to the stock yards 
and buy cattle | and sond, them to > the public abattoir s to be 
killed and dressed. 


There is such a mixed and foreign element, in Wimipeg 
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now that there is a narket for all these classes of beef, 
“Have a regular stock market day as they have in Toronto. 
For two or three days a week. They have had them for a num 
| ‘ber of years. “It has ‘been getting stronger every year. 
Q “You have had no 0 experience shipping to Montreal ? 
A ‘No. ; 
e Chairman ee 
~Q Do you know if the railway company or the dealers have 
‘any rule whereby if they ship in cattle and ship out a ca 
‘load of dressed meat , that is, for every car load of dressed 
meat they ‘ship out they get a reduction on their car load of 
stock ; that is considered as a through rate ; is there my 
"gual arrangenent 7 | 
‘AT do not lmow, au sure. Only I mow that the cattle 
they buy in the west are billed to Montreal. They are taken 
out in Winnipeg and sorted there. He bills his cattle to 
Montreal and he sorts out the export cattle in Winnipeg. 
“He sends them to Montreal. He takes out the butcher cattle 
“and sells them in ‘Wim ipeg. That is the way he gets his cattle 
ie shipped ‘from the west cheap. 
Q. How cheap ? ‘The freight from any point west to Montreal 
would not be much in excess ‘as the local rate fron that point 
to Winnipeg rin 
A Their rate is so much cheaper 
ng ‘Supposing I lived in Lethbridge and mayved a train load 
of cattle to Gordon & Ironside billed to my se a and Gordon 
sata 'T will pay this freight to the railway company and he 
“would forward ny cattle, would he ‘get a ate ? 
A He would charge you up with the-local rate and get the 
ed through on the redticed rate. igi 
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Q Did you ever hear of anybody getting a rebate ? Such might 
rise from this juggling with the rates ? 
A It might. I Jmow that.is the way he works it. . 
Q Suppose you shipped to Wimipeg and sold to Gordon & Iron- 
side, they would pay the bill and deduct it fron off your . 
bill, deduct the full rate from your bill ? A Yes 
Q I didnot follow that question, perhaps, far enough. 
You say that you know that that is the way that these cattle 
are shipped to the old country, . This shipment goes into 
Winnipeg, Gerdon & Ironside. buys it, and they get a through 
rate from the point of shipment to Montreal. What ground have 
you for saying that that is their way ? 
A. Well, it is anumber of years ago --- Ed. ina of Glenboro' 
and Robert Nelson of Wawanesa and I brought cattle up from Es- 
teyan on the main line and we arrived in Wirmipeg with 456 
head of cattle. It started to rain. It was before the yards, 
We were: buying hay for.a week... There was.export. cattle anong 
them. Finally Fares who was on the fence got Nelson and, Kenedy 
to sellandthey bought the whole bunch at 21/2 cents. We 
lost $450 on that herd of cattle. I don't know that they got 
any advantage in freight, but I know Fares sent the lot of 
them to Toronto. I know he took advantage of this contract 
of mine when I shipped from Indim Head to forward the stock 
to Montreal | 
Q The refore you infer, that he got a through rate from the 
point at which you shipped ? A Yes 
Q Any other experiences you have had which would go to prove 
the same thing ? 
A No. 
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Q In what way would he use your contract to forward shipments 
from Wimipeg east, can you give us any light on it ° 

AoA dd not know how they did it exactly, I mow that there is 
a way of doing it ; a way whereby Gordon & Ironside reaped a 
profit out of it : 

Q You man of cour se ‘that the se cattle were shipped to 
Wimipeg and then on ? 

A Yes | 

Q Shipped to Montreal in your name ? 

A He had us bill them to Montreal. 

Q 116 took some of the cattle out and put in new ones end 
shipped them on your contract to Montreal ? 

A Yes. | 


Mr, Chambers being the last witness at Souris, at 
the conclusion of his evidence, the Commissioners adjourned 
to meet the next morning, Friday, August the Ninth, 1907, 
in the Tow of Manitou. 
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"SITTINGS held in the Council Chamber in the Town of 
ani tou o on Friday the Ninth day of August 1907, commencing at 
Eleven o'clock in the forenoon : Before Mr. Commissioner Camp- 
bell, ‘chairman , and Mr. Comnisstoner Middleton. 

“Alexander Ragrart, K.C. ,Counsel for the said 
Comnissioners ; | 


~ Horace A. Graig, secretary. 


"JAMES RARGEY , having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows : : 
’ TO MR. HAGGART + - . 


Where do you Live and do business , Mr. Fargey ? 
Right here in Manitou . 

‘What.is your,business ?, . 

-ol an shipping cattle just now. 
_Fow,long have yourbeen.engaged in shipping cattle ? 


. Iwo: years) md six.months buying from,the farmer md selling 
in Winnipeg... 4 Meno | | 

You.-do, not hil aa 2: 2 ee A No 
“About often do you ship a. car load 2 
On an. average of every two, weeks. Low ah 
-You are engaged, in the. business now 2. .....,.A Yes 

| How: do you buy the cattle. 2 wi 
’Pretty,much by weight, some buy by the dollar. Mr. Chalmers 
-and I do the business together. I.do all the buying. » 

Q You buy and Chalmers does the shipping and selling ? 
A Mo, it is all, shipped to him in Wimipeg. 

Q What is Chalmers' interest and what is your interest ? 


sig 


te ©.2.> OF? 5 


it 
: 


| tela RR ap 86 


a | Ase, 


2 
























80S Large aw ate” eh u 


temrdt ars mi ‘wedawdd Li oviwod eat wt bled ‘eoaTE | on a 

de ict oceninos . Yoel Soup to ysb saci exit yshiet 0. wot Bey 

~<a ‘sroiagtnuod .@ emtel 3 toons tot oxi ak polo’ ® novell 
ite [bbiM reno fea tuenod a bus «sarttacio «Hed | 

Bisa ait tot Leansod,.0, % fags ~obrancoLh oe 

; eronotestomod 


-yaetetoes ,gist) .A costo tet 
gj ee Bee Se 
ap besoteh , trrows ylub rood gitivad ape 2A a 


n + awol fot 
77 + OA Oe 
? yeqvel a, agentend ob base evil voy ob ered 9 
— wotingM nt eved tii A 

® eesntevd woy ef tadW 9 

. Sop taut elides gatqqite met A 

= elite aekoqise xt begapne need wy evar prot woll- 9 

peart oe bis varist a smth paigud edtrom xte bes arsey owl A 
geginlW st ; 
a A - % redfguale don ob ol i 
. ¢ bal mean on CJ are 

ai or ca ee 3 ah erat 


i‘, > . 
coe uae ree. 


Spel edt Lis ob To = 
’ ein ve aout $ +n 


a . vt 4 ad 
ie 4 ; le ne oo w rm 98 
bi ne ert i bi Se tas 

a 







300 
& We both divide the profits. He does all the business and 
keeps, horses. 1 do the work, .., 


 @ The joint, venture between you and Chalmers ia the cattle 


business 2. 

A That is all, 

Qu Is. this.a atte eo here ? 

A. Well, I. should:say pretty much.. There is an average of a cx 
load a.week and in the spring ad fall sometimes more. I 
suppose an average of fifty or sixty cars a year. Mr.J BD. Mode 
ig another shipper and buyer here — 

Q: He is the,local butcher ?. 

A. Yes, and he ships pretty near as much as I do. In fact, 

he ships more. 

Q; About what radius.do you cover ? 

A. About &.to 16 miles ;.ten miles each way from tow ; I do 
not go more then. that.. " 

Q Are there any, other cattle buyers here besides Mr. Mode ? 
AI think Gordon & Ironside had a lan here last fallfrom 
Toronto, Mclaughlin, he was buying stockers for the distillery 
Larorkax ies, buying feeders, .In the spring when he bought bee 
stallfed cattle, he. delivered them to. them. 

Q , You. do kmow whether he was employed by them 2 

A I have reason to believe that. he was | 

Q. You and Mode. do. most. of the cattle business here 7 

A _ A man named Sprung. shipped a few cattle loads last spring, 

Q Haye you read the newspapers showing the. comments on. the 
cattle trade and the. correspondence t. sei 

A Yos,,some of it, 

Q .Ttyhas been erie or. ae that.the farmer is not 
getting a fair deal 2, 

A That is what some of ou Say. 
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Q ts there any arrangement between you and Mode that you shall 
not bid against each other ? 

A No, not as far as cattle is conesmed, but as to hogs I 
think there was a arrangement among all the buyers including 


the packers in Wimipeg. One price should be offered . 


Q You were notified when the price went up or down 2 

A Yes 3 

Q Who furnished the price from Wimipeg 

A The packers : Griffin, Gordon & Ironside, and the Western 


- packing company, They sent a circular. They said such prices 
will stand good for such a time. 

Q Was it a joint circular sent by them all ? 

A No, each firm sent one 

Q The price was uniform 2 

A Yes, in effect one will not bid over mother one. There haw 
been ete when they get very scarce. 

Q You and Mode quoted the same price for hogs | 9 

A Well, I know I do it 

Q ‘That was fixed by circular ? 

Q You did not know why they did business in that way ? 

A No a , 

Q The farmers in the other parts of the country say that there 
is no competi tion. They say they see one buyer and if they do 
not like his offer they have to keep their cattle 2 

A Wot as far as we are concerned It is on our judgment. 

We have a price mr Pp stuff, but we must use our judgnent 
with these grades. 

, q I think pu told me ‘there was no arrangement as to the 
price b betwen you and Mode 2 7 
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A Asi hogs there is, but not as to cattle. 

Q Do you and Mode partition the country ; you take one part 
and he another ? 

A No wy 

Q Not to this extent : If you knew Mode was out in the west 
would you go there ? 

A I would like to be sure the day befare. 

Q They have accused you of not giving the price ? 

A Yes, yes, I have heard a farmer say 2" was robbed." I 
always get my stuff ready for the markets. The farmers are to 
blame They ask you to buy a class of stuff to put on the mr- 
ket which is not worth sending. 
Q Be definite as to the class of stuff not ready for the 
market ? 

A Imean to say that they do not finish the cattle 

Q They want to sell them before they are ready ? 

A Why, of course. They always maintain that they are fit 
before they. They persist. in selling them before they are 
ready. Take a certain grade of cattle for.export. . This low 
arade that’is put.on the market is not fit to @ further and 
has to be sold in Wimipeg. They have to be up to a certain 
standard. 

Q How do you sell cattle in Sabu do you repair: with 

the Wirmipeg buyers before you ship ? 

A No, they quote us a’ price unless there is a scarcity. 

Q How often do they quote the beef prices 2 

A They quote you'a margin from godd steers up to so-and-so, 
erading the price on. everything, and then there are cows and 
heifers and’ so. They. buy everything I can send in to SPIRE: 

| Q You buy as cheap as you can ?.. | 
¥ A That isiwhatwedo. I buy ona basis of what I scat to 
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Q Your run in is not a very long one ? 


de gelayed by 


ed A Yes, I think it ought. 
| shrinkage 1 ? 
0 ow about your faatitbion for sactbi 2 
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A Yes a 
AgMeaes 
Yes 


Q You sometimes make a fair profit ?- 
Do you take the cattle in yourself ? 
You go in with them ? : A. 
You consigned them to your partner 2 . ix 
I sold them over the telephone. They saw the other ship 

am I closed it over the 'phone. ‘That was with Griffin. — 
| A No 
Q You are troubled by delays ? 

A Yes, we have trouble, serious trouble. 


next morning, say, 1. 20, fee, it was more than that. We 1 
@ 


trai ing down to R z 
t is nota ser ious Fourney lestectatss fais ote hou ur 


A The nearer you are to Winnipeg you have to buy on. a closer i 
margin. That is serious. I might have saved the freight on es 


shrinkage. 
grievance against the ¢, P. R, There is one train each vey» , 
day, local freight, they pass at Rosenfeldt. s 
Q The train that leaves here in the forenoon ought to be 
Wimipeg in about 5.or 6 hours ? 


Cattle dealers. here going to Winnipeg have al 









Q But when they take double the Sing there is: a more sori 






os 






A Certainly ? se a } “2 jon a 







A Very, good, nothing to, complain of. 
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Q The O.P.R is ere its om convenience 2 

A Yes 

Q You think the train with cattle on it should be run ‘through 
without any step ? tate OF Tle PAE OS VO Shogs oe” 

Q Just detail how you get into Wirmipeg with your cattle ? 

A I wnload into the stock” yards, set the number of our yard, 
weiph off our load and we got a certificate of weight. 

Q Do you gp ‘to soe ‘the cattle men ? wey 

A They usually com there after 7 a m~ 

Q What takes paace then 2 

A They ask you what you want or make you'anoffer, They pro~ 
bably go over ‘your cattle and sort them out. They name difter- 
ent prices for different ‘cattle.  SomPwe ich in hogs. “They say 
they will pay ‘different prices for the’ light and the ae 
ones, “and ‘titty: sows and so on. 

Q You have the ross ‘weight for the car eos? ee 

Q Do they approxinate the woight of ‘the Anfertor animals? — 

A Very seldom they do that : . 

Q There are ‘twenty éattle in that ear, sly” ten are prime, 
five only medium, and five are of the poorest kind, Now, they 
will say to you will give you so much a poyund for the ten, 
so mudh 2 a “pound ‘for ‘the five pooper ones and so on , and you 
only have" the gross weight e nae 

A That “is's0" but we © would weigh over "again ‘the ‘two smaller 
lots, weigh ‘Path. , ri hamenaioos ra 
Q ‘i . a tat in the event of phon cap » a bargain | ? 

A Yos in the Srey iw DLO } 

Q pines " ou sell the ‘oot ioe your cattle " i 
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°Q And to. The Gallagher, Holman, Lafrance Compamy ani the Wes fi 
tern Packing company, ? co 
A -°Yes I haye sold to them. I sold 25 cattle to Fim ey ‘ 
Be weeks ago. There are five or six parties to choose from. 
Q: If there'were any combination amongst these buyers in 
Wimipeg, oither the abattoir men or the other men, it would 
“be injurious to you ° i 
i A Certainly. When there is i on the market, I think | 

i are @ little easy, they take care they do not. bid over the , 










mark, . witout ag 
offered you you do not get another ? aiotth i " 
A I carmot say that I have been dealt with that wey . Wh 


Q You do not think that there is any colzbination to fix the 
| price against the gall men ? ! A No 

Q yt is not-that you get so much of an offer from Gallag she er 

cy: ari then you will get a higher one from Gordon or eeeaes a1. 0? 
Ps A. No, ©as far as I have observed they each have their - 7 
regular customers, steady, but there is certain anount of a 
floating custom which they do not hold very much. } 
Q) For instance, the man who has had satisfactory. sokienal 


nN 
Wis able 


; 
| 
E Q Some men have tola us that if you de not take the first bi ia if 
| 
) 
: 
: 
} 
| 








6 then can sell where others camot ? 
aAy Yes, or might. get a better offer. 7 
90, There is not much encouragement to new men ? is Nihil : 
- Ae Mell, meen nearly all the time they will do ety yt 

cS with hin, ar 2 | i 
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Q And the only advantage in the shipping business is that you” 
can work off your poor stuff? 
& Yes; I know a man who deals in that kint.. They can make 


boilings of it. . | ise wh 
Qe Do you ship ln plgeee ore 1 A Yes 


Q And consign to yourself ? A Yes 
Q That is, prim cattle fit for export 9 A Wo 


Q) Supposing you ship a car lead to Wimipeg do you ever 
assist the wholesale men in Wimipeg to get the advantage of 
‘the rate from Manitou to. the east instead of from yanitou to 
Winnipeg and Wirmipeg to ,the east: ? 

A). We have been sending them stockers. They pay the freight 
rate from Manitou, f.o.bu. at ina and weigh off cars in 


Winnipeg. 

Q They buy f. o. b. at Manitou when it is wk going east ? 
Aro Yesse. 

Q) Ido not refer to that. I refer to your cars billed to 
Winnipeg ? 


A No, wenneversgive any assistance, not’ as we understand it, 
We just send:the bill over.@. 
Q. If there was any arrangement it would be between the whodes 
saler and the exporter ?. 
A ‘Yes, but I-know nothing of it — 
Q: ALL you: know is that you are charged the local rate between 
ani tou and winipeg By bas | tie, tone thar Yea 
| Q «You. only went a ‘square ‘deal with the other men in the same 
) tradé.as yourself 2. my have heed wf | 
A) Thatiis alles you & not beh) sh amt wanton dam 
Q: Do you or are at my eile in’ it way''so | far 
agothe other dealers ae concerned. te | 
Apelings né-tacthink 80.4" mm come Troan the 
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Q Do you know of any advantage which any local dealer has over 
you ?. 
A J do not. 
Q Do you know of any aiaboe which these Winnipeg packers 
haye over you in buying from the farmrs ? 
A Ido not _ 
Q Can you offer ‘to these commissioners who are to report to 
the government on the meat trade generally any sug gestion 
that might be of use to them ? 
| A I do not think I can. As far as I am converned they have 
used me pretty well. I think the principal fault lies with 
the quality of the stuff. If mre of our stuff went east it 
would not have to be slaughtered on the Winnipeg market. 
yrames are not fit to ship. Beef has to be prime to stand the | 
shipping. If.it is a little poor in Winnipeg it is poorer in 
Toronto. | 
Q You think that there isa ome deal of hot air in those 
charges ?. | 
A I think there is a great deal of vant of Judgment with the 
farmer. The beast with a good full back will go twice as much 
as a think flanked animal. Bight out of tae ten will tell you 
that it kills better than it looks. I think if a beast is 
fatter and has mor @ beef I give half more for it. It is very 
hard to make a farmer understand the quality of his stuff. 
fe It looks as if they had put their heads together in Wimipeg 
regarding hogs and ave fixed the price 2 
A Yes. I think they may have fixed the price on hogs. 
Otheryise there would not be so much uniformity. Som tine s 
they are tuinously low. Two years ago. they cut the price so 
ow, tiet they spoiled, the business. I think billions of 
| paris, of, hans and. bacon, come. from the east amd south to 
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Winnipeg. They are finished and smoked in Wimipeg. 
Q There is no reason why Manitoba pork should not make as gpod 
a ‘bacon as eastern and southern pork ? 
A Yes, there is not, but feed the park. 
Q You honestly think that there is improvenent in the pork 
trade. | 
A Yes, of course, this year I think they are paying all that 
there is in it, but that is the scarcity of hogs. : 
Q What would you suggest as to the keg trade ? 


A yt is problem I camot solve. We have to sell to those men. 


We eamot see our way out of it. 

Q By their action in fixing a low price they have destroyed 
the hog industry 2 

A Two years azo they put down the price of pork well below a 
paying basis. 

Q You state that you do not know what remedy to suggest ? 

A No, I did not give tht consideration. 

Q Some farmers and dealers have thought that union stock yards 
and a public abattoir of some kind would be of advantage to 
the trade 2 : 

A I do not see where it would be of advantage in the hog trade 
The curer has to do the: work 

Chairman 3 | 

Q Just’ at that point : How can the market be glutted if we are 
importing hundreds of tons of pork from a foreign market ? 

A I have seen car load after ¢ car load come ty Wimipeg, 

not quite finished y* | 

Q. ‘You do not man to say that dressed dead | hogs cone to Winni~ 
peg from ‘tho south and east .o" 

A ‘No, it is ‘salted, fut it is auoked here. It is green salted. 


Fn ba Agee y) 


Q Do you hot! ‘think that there should be another packing house 


and keep that money in our pockets ? 
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A Yes, if there were any means of doing it. rt is the only 
thing that wuld remedy it. 

Mir? Hageart i: 

Q ‘What do ,you say as to a public abattoir with cold storage, 
so that if you found the marke t glutted you might ha ve the at 
vantage of having your cattle kilbd and. fhe beef stored ? 

A I would not like to run the risk. We could hardly compete. 
Q Yes, but supposing the province or the city started som thig 
of that kind and charged oes to pay paries4 2 
A It might be in that line. 

Q Youshave never Shougirt it over 2 A No. 

llr. Middleton : sap a 

Q What would be a paying: Mushusan for a farmer huying raising 
pork 2 

A So long as. pork does ae ep below 5 cents. It does not 

pay below that price. Not 9 eave deitvered in ae I 
mean 5 cents to the farmer. 

Q of course you are tnaking your calculation on that. If you 
had better by 7s would give a better price 2 

A Yes, sure. 

Chairman 7 

Q You are making ¢ a high profit ? 

A ‘Yes, > there is plenty of competition. 

Q You ‘have already told us the priese are made from Nantpee 
A ‘Yes. re re, you $0 

Q Ties " are Toi cattle.” “There bee ra way to break 
on ‘price that { is. to widen. Competition is to look for your 
market ‘and see re wall ‘give you the biggest price From your 
evidence bint scems to be oe eas there cannot 
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510 . 
A rt is not the same in buying cattle as in buying hogs. 
They camot regulate the price of cattle. The grades vary. 
Two hogs ‘are alike. 
‘Q When you go into a’store and buy meat, suppose you have 4 
grades "6f dattle, say cows 1 1/2:to 2 cents, then another 
grade is 3 cents and mother is 4 cents ; now when you go into 
“the butcheris to buy a piece of steak, does he offer you/ 
“steak graded No 3 at a certain price and so on? 
A No : 
Q ‘If we were to grade we should know what we were, buying ? 
AvoYes > Yom i 
Q You do not» think the average man can tell from the look of 
a plecaiof beef what itis like ? : 
A I do not 
Q Then if the butchers sell their grades at the same price 
why grade the cattle ? 
A. Yes, but take a good beast and a poor one there isa 
difference. 
Q Granting that there is a buyer for every car load, and they 
all buy on the same schedule price sent out, where is the com 
petition in price ? Ant ia 
A All in judgnent --- it a competition of skill. 
Q Not that: ‘vigorous: rivalry in buying, thet is debarred ? 
A I think itis better. 
; Q) Suppose you sold to Gordon a car load of export cattle 
and {you billed then to i Would he bea bill then wm 


— in oon name Bi: 


A> T would not bill. om fo his name, I biil1.them in my own., 


to MBA Sased en wet thay whi yout 
Qe: Does he settle with the railway company ? 
A AL Always. LaTH W 





a oy, 
a ane See” 



















ore! 
. Pal scale nt we oii eo arth asl enue eit a. ty 8 A 


“tev achen, ci! akdes to solty ont ofstagot sommmp ved 
ottls is ove pot OT 

eral Moy eroguve ,Jsen yd dep otets & otnh wor, edit o, 
esti ove rect? enittroo S at s\f t awoo vse «ehiden to 7 

Be my Boy nee wort 5 atnes > ai ‘tesito os frm adeno & ak ne 
\woy, tatto ed wood eose to sooty 2 wd of ‘ey teigtud = 
oe oe bee coliy miesteo s da & ok bebery Leste 
i ft 2 
Tipit erow aw tad wort Shweta ow oben a ory wy 1 D 
_ eo k 
to xeol ef mort (fet aso men asenis ‘ed Skt: tak o ol D 
¥ oak! at at daitw teed to ‘only Ps 
don ob 7 a 
BeMiy ence wit ds achaiy ‘chord Ileg aterlodud ett t1 ‘od? 9 
e eftiso eri eharg eter 
ani tad on wor 8 bee dosed Boag $ elnt sud yeeY A A 
oot | 
eet be pbuol ts0 yrets - va “wy s pt oxmdt tat alte 


LES &,! 


genean. exit at evely .duo den cobs elubeioa ompe ait no yu £ 
¥ oping at ani 

- ALtdie to eae renyh nd 164 J 

P berrisded ci das a vA | olf 


soe re ae 
rok 


A 





be 
i ees i can 


a 





gil ta 


Q Why dies he do that ? 

A He gets a rate from tile raceniay? 

Q ‘But do you know if there is any difference in the rate per 
car to Wimipées from here, and the rate from here to Montreal? 
A Yes, I would get a lower rate if I took thetx rate through. 
Q When you ship to your ow order, suppose you take exporters 
and also butclers, would he take out the butchers and send 
that car on ? 

A Iam not sure, but I think he could. I think he wuld et a 
through rate from this point. mas 

Q In signing a coritract have you thought that you have done 
something thet made it possible for him to do that ? 

A I think he goss a abe from the railroad ; Something I could 
not get. S- Lae Ss 

Q You wuld ‘think that that’is matter for a person ‘to consider 
You think Gordon & Ironside has a better rate through than you 
would have if oe ee a ? 

A I think so! “ 

Q What would put that into and mind 2 

A TY just nt oe it.” 

Mr. ‘Middleton : ) brig 

Q When you a sail deec what’ did you pay 2°" 

A Always pay’1oeal 13 cents a owt. I keep the bill in my hang 
until it is svi eyed 

Thtehairian G4 food your gatile % 

Q Do ,you: know Of a rule among’ the cattle dealers, ‘take men — 
like Gordon &* Ironside, that if they’ ship at cat’ or a nuaber of: 
cars of dressed ‘meat out they Will get a reduction on the re~ 
gular rate. for what they: ig in ? 
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Q You know it is dome with the millers 2 

A Yes, I know that. I have heard it. I have not heard it 
said appertaining to the meat industry, but I do not know.why 
it should not. 


Tt being one o'clcock the Commissioners adjourned 
until 2 o'clock in the aftermnon , when the enquiry was 
resumed at the same place 


JAMES CALDWELL STEWART, having been duly sworn, 
de posed as follows : -- 
TO WR. HAGGART : 


Q Where do you live 2 
A.I live and carry on business at my farm near La Riviere, 
which is in the mmicipalities of Pembina and Louise, for 
about 25 years. : 
0 To via t extent are you in the cattle business ? 
A. Ihave always been in the way of mixed farming for 20 years, 
For the last ten years I have had from forty to eighty head. 
i do not do any dairying 
Q About how many cattle would you have to sell for beef 2 
A Probably in the neighborhood of 10 to 20 head. I frequently 
. buy from the farmers round. -» ; 
‘ Q. Do you stallfeed your cattle ? a 
AT have always been in the habit of stallfecding. But I x 
raise grass beef. I have sold beef at all seasons of the year — 
»,Q. How do you dispose of the beef ? 
A Usually live weight. ncterg tae” 
a ‘To whom do you make the sale Buta ’ 
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To hana’ buyers oa : 
me 6 You do not, ship to Wirmipeg ? | 2 ve 
A No, but about 2 years ago this fall I sold fifteen or ate 
toon head of. the finest grass cattle I ever had. Gur buyer in 
this district, Rankin, he is selling to the wholesale men, a 
his highest offer was ‘for 21/2 cents a pound, any thing that 
showed signs of having a calf was from 2 to 2 1A cents a a 
I was compelled to make same arranganents . I had a lot an ran 
-young stuff, that had to come in. I refused to sell at these | 
prices. So I thought I would go to Winnipeg on account of the iy 
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* unsatisfactory prices here. I interviewed J.T, Cordon, of Gor= 
don & Ironside and told him what I had. ‘There were 300 catt 
ea in the yards at that time. : 
| Q Did you have the cattle with you 9 
A No, I went ‘to see whether to ship or to sell to ne teeelan 
i buyer. Gordon said to me “Give me an idea of what you have 
: I saw a car load in the yards. Gordon said that would be we 
2 3/4 conts a pound off the cars in Winnipeg. I thought ib iM 
would be as well to sell to local buyers, Gordon and i 
sed the cattle trade, and I said "How long will this “state 
affairs last?" ye said "T do not know® but I fe ee i think | 
prices are unueually depressed. oe 3 
me i said "They! re dow to ‘the price of procuetion ) 
: on not making money , and there is certainly a number | 







"farmers who will 0. out of busine ss." He said = "You are | 
Bs, money out of itt ia) ‘ said "ie are for somebody alee. 
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munica te with us about february when we sometimes have to 
hustle for beef, T think it will pay you to keep them, * 
Gallagher did not seem to be inclined. to do business. Local 
buyers were supplying them. They did not seem to want to do 
business with me. I remained, in Winnipeg for a day or two, and 


I mde it my business to see what the consumers were paying. 


I went amongst the consumers and the retail men and I found 
the price of meat at that time was all. the way, from 12 to 16 
cents a pound for a choice roast, 

When I found that there was such a Cs between the 
producer and the consumer I came, to the conclusion that the 
wholesale men had it pretty much their owm.way. That is my 
conviction now. Between an offer of 2 cents for a fall shipmert 

you can get a fair price for stallfed in the spring. I may 

9] as S/ ‘ate that there are many less cattle. produced in our 
imo diate vicinity now. 

Q Might that ay be due to more lad being brought under 
cultivation for wheat ? | | 

A Up to the last four years we felt that cattle raising was 
profitable. Iuywy farming without cattle is not farming. 

Qo. Preyious to that four years? 

A Wo then got a high price. I lave sold stallfed: cattle as 
high as 5 cents a pound and our grass fed cattle was pretty 
high, The people in our district have -have gone.to considera- 
ble expense in, improving the cattle to build up the business. . 
With our improved. Stock we are realizing lower prices. 

Q: A Eyatate 3 ago the. farmers got mare. and the: con sumer paid 
no more. Sa vie the ‘ew Wisin 

A The Tinnipes, eonswoer ints no more for his beef than at the 


. present time, 


Chairman : Are the conditions different now in raising a 
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four-year-old, stecr 2 | 
A. The cost is greater. Land is dearer ; lumber is higher than 
it was, Labour is also higher and harder to get. 
Mr. Faggart : . 
Q The people who established all the abattoirs, Gallagver, 
Kobold and the men who. retailed used to have agents out in the 
country Tayi. 
A Previous to the abattoirs Kobold & Sons, Gallagher & Sons, 
and I think Hélman Brothers and several others had buyers 
through the country. Bach did their ow butchering and had 
retail shops and they did a considerable wholesale business. 
J .T.Cordon was a local buyer at Pilot Mound and Ironside was at 
Manitou. ' 
Q You would basatnade’ that Shiv was some understanding be 
tween these abattoir men that they will not compete ; would 
you put it that strong ? 
A.Yes, I am satisfied from exper lence and judging from the 
visits I made to the stock yards. Gordon was the only man who 


made an offer. The other men did not want to do business 


with me, I have been told that Gordon & Ironside so control 


led the beef market that the other men very seldoik break 
prices. I am satisfied with my exper lence at that time. I cam 
home and sold the cattle to the local buyer. Up to that time 
it was a conundrum to me where the profit was going. I was 
inclined to think that the local buyers were getting more than 
their share of ‘the profits. They never pulled out, however, 
with a ear ya of cattle sure ageinst, loss. They could only 
buy, agco 2 a 

Q. You et a , Letter showing the scope Yi this investigation ? 
A Yes 
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Q The comissionors have to decide the question as to vie 
these people are transgrossing the law. Have you any sucye 
to make to these commissioners as to any change of law or , ai 
; have you anything to “suggest to them by which the farmer 
would likely be enabled to get a better deal 2 | 
A-I alent say that I have besn slving this matter a od toa 


But there is this tanks : The raat of competition in Wimig 
. is at fault. I have been favorably impressed with this id 
; of the city council of having a public abattoir. As far as 
: Winnipeg would be concerned it would be all right ; it woul 
have a beneficial effect. Tt would create gonna fon. a " 


which would create more competi tion. Of course, there are 
other beef consuning centres than Wimipeg. A gp vernment, 
of abattoirs should he establsihed to entourage compe tit 
There must be a tendency to centralize the cattle trade | pa 
ie tendency to crush out competition. ie 
; . Q You think emery thing should be done to encourage 4 
tion ? om 
A Yes, I night say that if sonething is not our soon ¢ ‘ 
the se lines the cattle trade will be on the downward cat r 


I an quting, down my 8 tock as fast as r can without Aart? 








conduc ted on -préper lines. We have a very expensive wed 
sending cattle to the old country. ue 
A Cola Storage hee controlled by. the. gover Ame 


be in the tt 
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vAs Well, it musitfresult in the nationalization of the whole 


. dndustry, because ff. managed with care and skill it would put 
them out of business — 
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On the very long haul going east and the ocean voy- 
age these cattle must appear at a disadvantage in the British | 
yarkets Our cattle are not in great demand in the British t 
market and it is not to be wondered at. f 

Chairman : 
Q You want to ereate public competition ? A Yes 
Q If these great abattoirs had stood apart we would never 
have been obliged to interfere ? 
A I think not. 


Q If they competed with one another there would be no need 


then. Do you now think that theproper course to create compe- 


'. tition is by putting up a public abattoir ? 


A Yes, as far as Wirnipeg is concerned it will have the 


required effect. There are other portions of the province 
that will not be in a position to erect one. There is a 


‘possibility that Bnandon in the future may wany one. 1 ma 


firm believer in public omership. We should eliminate 
monopolies. 

Q You understand that in Toronto and Montreal there are publ ial 
institutions of that kind ? | 
A Yes, they are both municipal I was principally struck with | 


. the ideal markets at New westminster, B.C. | 
| Q Improved transporfation by regular stock trains twice a wook | 


union stock yards, special market days, and public abattoirs 


“with cold storage to steady the market, would you be in favor \ 
of these institutions going into competition with the privately 


owned abattoirs ?. 
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Q “Do you mean to go that far, or do you mean to establish 
these institutions only so far as’ to regulate ? 

A’ Just so far as to create competition. That all retail men 
who are inthe business shall have an opportunity to do so. 

Q You could not be held up ? ao 

A Mo, it would act as a safety valve. I judge that union — 
stock yards are essential with stated days for markets and x 
stock trains. There is a tendency now to place the cattle tra 
on a.certainly sounder basis than at the preset tine. The 
farmers will not feod all the winter for for amusement, 

Q Have you had any personal experience that would be of value 
to us to Imow in order to get at the conditions that you have 
already stated as a shipper ; anything in relation in addition 
concerning the trade ? } 
A. No, nothing more. than to mention my intercourse with the 
buyers, All the men I have had to do business with 7 have had 
confidence in them. I have no fault to find with the local | buy 
yers | 

Q Do you ‘think those local buyers are in the same position 
as yourself 2 | 

A. Yes, The logal buyer would be able to pay a better price 
at local points. 4 | 

Mr, Ifiddleton : , 

Q, Byidence ahees, that the ‘teres are to. laste for this de- 
pression 4 you. have shown us that with good stock you have ; 
not been getting a good price 2 wi’, 

A _ There were. statements made to that effect, While I was in 
the stock yards: I was particularly struck with a fine class 
of cattle, and Gordon told me they game from the Northwest » 
part of the province. They were well grdded up cattle ; Hore~ 
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fords, Shor thorns and Anguses. In Southern Manitoba we are pr O~ 
ducing a superior class. of cattle. There are occasionally men 
who persist in putting inferior cattle on the market. But 
others find it to. their interest to produce as good an animal 


h 
re rere it the year through the prices are unsatisfac- 


tory. There is no reason why we should look for better condi tic 
ons especially as 3 the prices are to the consumer. 

Wr. Hageart : | 

Q Same have stated that the only avenue of relief is to export 
There is only a small pweportion of mimals fit for export and 
that there are a Jarger oroportion of the lower grades, and 
that that is the cause of a great deal of the trouble ? 

A I do not think ‘that the average stallfed or export cattle 

to the eastern stallfed animals. They cannot compete in the 
English market with them. If the market is graded prices to 
the consumer should correspondingly fall, ‘yhioh they have not 
done. 

ir. Middleton : 

Q Supposing the ‘governnent put up this abattoir and pay 3 1/2 
cents a pound and Gordon offered a 1 af a cent more ? 

Rik ‘think the famor he! human and will turn to the highest 
price, | 

Q What, about the governzent abattoir théni , 

A That will regulate itself. Such a state of things might haw 
coe round with a view to. putting the dangerous abat toirszout 
of business. “The governtont * abattoir would come to stay. We 
would not have to contend vith the ‘condi tions you surge st 

if et FE sat a letter addressed by you to the Tribune 2 

4 Tos ‘wrote an article or two to the Tribune. 
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J. B.BAIRD, M.P -P. FOR MOUNTAIN, having been duly 
sworn, deposed as follows : - 

TO MR. HAGGART : 
Q What is your ocoupation and wh: re ‘do you do business % 
ey do business in Pilot Mound as a cattle dealer. I do not 
raise cattle. T buy from farmers and ship to Wimmipeg. 
q Is there any arrangenent or understanding between you and 
the others buyers in that sane territory by which you shall 
not bid aginst each other 2 


bom 


No, not by word of mouth nor any other way. 

ie many cattle do you ship per week or per month 2 

We just try to ship twice a month----about 5 cars a month. 
You do not feed these cattle ? 


Mo -~- sometimes I want some stockers. 


OP Be OD pee 


You. sell both grass fed and stallfed beef as you can pro- 
cure them from time to time of the farmers 2 | A Yes 

Q What are the f: cilities 2 | , 

A Our facilities are very poor with the railroad. I shipped 
a load of hogs from Snowflake Thty were loaded at 8 o'clock 
on Wednesday moming. They were un loaded at 19. bo on Thursday 
evening. That would be over AO hours. It is less than 130 
miles. — We have a stock train on this Deloraine branch. But 
this Snowflake line is a little branch line and the other 
train pulled out and left my train there. Even on this stock 
train there is no ‘time table. | ‘They are shrinking all the time. 
Wo get into, ‘the yards end are held up My or 1 hours before 
why, me me. stirinkage would be $5 an hour. ‘That would be a 
light shrinkage. ™ i 

Q ya sol) to the abattoir 1 nen n printed i i Ta 
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G Sometime s to outside men like Fim or Lauzon 2 A Yes 

Q Some cattle dealers have toldus , although they are not unank — 
mous, that if they do not take the first bid, that there was 
a probability that they would take less before they went away ? 
A I could not say-~-1 never knew anything of that 

Q They do somtimes bid agpinst each other ? A Yes 

Q How about in 1905 and 1906 ? 

A i Was very bad. In the fall of the year you can understand 
the ranch cattle cane down in big trains. The shipper actually 
controlled the yard. They had no place to put our cattle. 

They were put in the lane or packed away like sardines. 

Q Does it look to you as if there were some arrangement by 
these abattoir men to ee ais prices ? 

A I could not say. 

Q With reference to union stock yards people on the line of 
the Q. N. R -couplain of ‘the transfer, and say that union yards 
and a pub]ic abattoir ‘would do, what do you think about them ? 
A All right, but not controlled by the railway companies. 

My idea would be secure independent control by the municipality 
It could not run then but it could control them. Public 
abattoirs could not do such a great ar of good. You could get 
cattle killed there. 

Q “And get beet stored there ¢ 

A . Ienow how Jong you could keep it there. 

Q Some farmers have said thet the comparatively low grade of 
cattle was he cause of ‘their bids being so low. They camot 
send then cast, and there is a glut of inferior meat, 

A There are too many ‘poor cattle. ) Manitoba a great many of 
our cattle is waste. They should litt the younger stuff. 

Q” (Por prime ‘cattle fit to cant east there is always a fair 
donna a 
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A “Yes, I never had any trouble with good cattle 
| Q If there were a OS in piv ih it wuld hurt you ? 
A Certainly — 
Q You do not think so far as you can peat that there is a 
combine thre 7" 
A T do not 
Q You wuld like it to be impossible ? 
A Get at their books. Gordon said his 1905 cattle cost him 
$3.40 per cwt. Find ouct his average sales 
Q Have you any other sugsestions to make ? 
A Wo, no more than have the transportation question taken up 
and the schedule train. 
lr. Middleton : 
Q What speed this schedule train, 20 miles m hour ? 
A Ten miles if you like . This shrinkage means a lot to 
- farmers. My hogs shrunk 10 per cent, and in buying from the 
~ farmer you have got to take off this shrinkage. 
Chairman ty 
Q. If there was xx arrangement between you and the other buyers 
in the matter of the cattle trade, is there any other under~ 
| standing between you and the dealers ° A No 
~Q Do you get from Gordon & Ironside and from Griffin a 
schedule of rates a schedule of rates ? 
A Yes a circular 
Q When you buy cattle that you are going to ship to Gordan 
“"& Ironside, “and when you accept that athediile, I contend 
" that! that is an arrangement 2 a 
A Tt is not an’ arrangenent, ‘positively not a arrangement. 
“Not even an ‘understanding. ‘TI never asked the mm to write to 


me. There must be two perth, Must I send it back to him 
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Q Do you deny that you act on it ? 
A I do deny it. I throw it away nine times out of ten. 
I have got a schedule from Gordon & Ironside. I do not ship 
to Gordon & Ironside. I ship to myself, J.B.Baird. 
Q You weré influenced in no way by that schedule ? 
A Not a bit. No two'men have the same idea about a steer. 
He cuts out my best steer and throws it away in another grade. 
Q ts there any understanding between the big dealers so 
far as you know 2 . 
A Well, they a11 lower and raise the price at the same tine ? 
Though not at the present time. 
Q In 1905 and 1906 there was quite a re in action by 
the big dealers 9 
AT have not noticed ey difference between then end now. 
Q Are you in favor of the mmicipal abattoir ? 
A It would do no harm. I have nothing aca yay it in any shape 
or form. 
My. Hageart : 
Q ‘Your’idea°is that we should get at the records of the 
businesses and seé that the retailers and “sholesalers do not 
get more than there share 9 
A Yes . 
Mr. Middleton :'— | 
Q Do you ship to Montreal ? 
A Wo, not for years. ‘A small man camot afford to. It takes 
up too much times to pp and the expense is too great. Men 
who, hundreds “of ears can ship cheaply. One mm can look 
after one ¢ar as well as five cars. They have their om 
feedings Cn or buy feed fren the O.P.R. 
Chairman’ : : Bi 7 WKS Wied, | | 
Q Are theie = advantages that they have over the 
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A I donot Imow. 

Q Do you think that there is any discrimination in favor of 
the large shippers as eee the small shipper by the railwey 
companies ? 

A Nothing that I know of. 

Q Do you know if you shipped to Gordon & Ironside would they 
take out the butchers and put put in exporters and emtinue the 
train ej to Montreal for the old country, and wuld they charge 
you the full local rate from oe to Winnipeg 

A Yes ve 

Q He would get the through rate from Manitou to Ifontreal ? 

A Yes. I have sold cattle bothways. He would deduct the 
freight off the butchers. He would allow me that freight, 

Q He SRYEr TONY pays the freight and charges it to your bill 2 
A Yes 

Q Do you know if there is any rule whereby when a shipper 
ships something like e nee head of cattle he gets a rebate of 
a dollar a head ? 

A Mo, I do not know, but I have heard of it 

Q Db you Imow of any rule of the C.P.R. that if a miller takes 
a car load of wheat into the mill and smids out a car load of 
flour and gets am through rate, and if so does the same rule 
apply to the cattle trade ° 

A I do not know but T have heard of it. 

q 4 ave you any stiggestions along that line 

A Wo, you know pretty well what you want. 

Mr. Middleton : 

Q You made the saci rth inferior’ prices cattle lowered 
the pricé of meat ; that would be to the farmers not to the 
consimers2P YOO) Mem Wroay 
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A Yes, but there is a big difference in cattle, You must not 
forget that you have to take a poor price for an old cow. 

The man that owmed the cow got all he could out of her. 

Q Some of these cows should not be put on this markoet ? 

A I @o not think that the farmer is getting justicee, but 
there is no doubt that there is much inferior cattle on the 
market. — 
Chairmm : 

Q Do you not think that there is room for an additional 
abattoir and cold storage 2 

A There is no glut of hogs. The only way to come at that is 
to get at the capacity of the abattoirs and see how much goes 
in. I do not think Griffin's gets half enough hogs half the 
time. 


JOSEPH PRITCHARD ; having been) duly sworn, deposed 
as follwews -- | 
TO MRy HAGGART : 

Where do you reside, Mr. Pritchard 2 

Killarney 

What is your business 2 

I ship cattle sometimes — 
_ Are you a farmer 2 gt 

Yo I used to run a butchera’s shop. Since then I have been | 
shipping cattle and grain | | 


> O.- ©. > © 


-Q You have itt" cattle from farmers and took them to 
Winnipeg Rig vf | A Yes 


‘Q Youfhave heard the evidence of Mr. Baird would you qualify 

his evidence in any way 9 oll lilies i 
A His:evidence is a groat deal the sam as mine would be. 
I would like to sec the gnvernnent make a few smll shipcomts 
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to. England. “There would not objection. Let them put up 3 


cehts a ‘pound. Tet them just ship a car load. ft the rate and 


publish it. 


Q “They say that the ual soy finds the press hired Re | 


him ? | 

A ‘Yes, the governnent mi-ht make arrangements ahead. 

Q Then their experience would not be of much use to the 
private individual As a cattle buyer a ‘do not do up the 

_ farmer vory seriously ? 

A I bought as cheap as I could 

Q Any time you do up the farmer yeu are “all right ? 

A Yes 

Q You do not think the farmer should be : a ward of the 
government to 

A I do not think = has been hurt by the price 

Q What about the price for his cattle ?- 

A I find that ‘there are a lot of cattle men who are ship) pings 
stuff on the market which should not be shipped. Down gpes 
beef, There are 2 lot of people buying who do not know ee 
They take the wrong kind at stuff to the market and thet spils 
the market. , 

Q You cannot keep the storekooper from going into cattle--- 
would you susgest ‘the former raising bettor cattle ? 

A There is too ‘much * poor stuff anyway. I sell to any one at 
all j to nobody in particular 

Q rs your "experience like that of the former witness as to 
the inefficiency of the ‘ral road aia 

A. “We run 20 to. 36 hours as ae” 


in t Dp wri ay t B. by wry 
Q " you “any Mar angemntt between these abattoir men to 
by at a eee price ? A Wo 
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'Q Is there any competition between them ? 
A Indeed there is. 
Q You get different bids from different ee and bids incres | 
a sing over the last ? | 
A Yes. Hogs are different. You have to pay one price for 
hogs. Everybody gets one price. 
»Q Tf there were any combination dow there would it affect ya 
you ? 
A, Oh, certainly. 
Q Wevhave been met with this in Winnipeg that some dealers 
say they have no chance to buy at the stock yard as ag minst, 
Gordon,. Galle gher and these others ? 
A They could buy teday and get their stuff killed but they 
could not be sure of their supply Quite a fow get some killed 
id have had some killed. I was $8 short. I sold it difessed. 
It came very close I did it in one case. I turned round and 
waited and. sold to abattoir men. 
Wr. Middleton : | 
Q How much would it cost you to dress it ? 
A I forget...I took the-price they were wholesaling at andI | 
took the hide’ for the profit | 
oo) My Haggartetio. jo | ago | 
Q. You know the scope of this: investigation, can you tell 
_ us your pense. can you give the commissioners any 
) (suggestions ? » | | am § 
( pAprT-do not know. Wevare® too far away’ from the market. 
« And too much butcher cattle. As to! the price to the con- 
_. suners in Winnipeg they “do not sel) half as much stufe 
« in the winter.2s in’the swmer. They have to live during the | 
of Miehetou buy cheap weet you mke.a provib to keoy : | ! 
. the. turiness 9 . | 











¥se 


¢ mace saad jottRtpqaee ya ertetd ef 9: 


ve, ee a 


ot ieeit at exalt bes me SB } 
pit -gbtd fine etna drip 25 not abkd snore tt th ¢ 5 ayia 
e 


wl a 
ney A 


fei. goiiq én ‘ig of evad uo¥  trevetttb ers Sago .2 
_.. peobmy ono pteg ybodyteya apo 
me tothe ti shy erot inioh mod eackdanon Kass erew ered 11 
FO shi 
bi «vinkedee ao 
stéfecd ance datlt gogiruiW ni aidt dsiw 3 ess sed ev: 

. Se = » a aa va 
¢ everto eneit bus voddy slled estobr 10 
dé Sud BoRbid Yuta vtadt tog bow ysbot yud blisoo eat A 
Sellit ema ten wet a oti) yqure nit exit to ‘eure ed Son biu0o 
Reckew> $i bioe 1 .ttorda 82 caw 1 boll ix es108 bed ‘eva : 
bat brwot perad. I .cexo sno nt dt bib I enole yiey ace 
+ C18a rhottada ot bloa _ iw botiew 


o 
‘i 
nore 
FF, 








ce i blwo ey 


: ti anor of ate 
{bins $8 paifesalaw ew yest, 3 


uy ree aie ery 8 apne 4 ben 
Aoat See ee LI 
tare. sun 
Howg edd wa 8 - 


tie! ti we mnie “os oqo “nt at. ev os 
i, ae te . ‘ t ane ' 1 . y ; 
sip ger wor th é: 


Pe o 7 
% ait * 


0 a a 
P ’ 


p ; is » tee Pee mes | ben) 
. be t ; 7 Me sf = } f 
sgl oe) nae a ie te | ; 
out | a f 
7 : f 4 fo) - e- P } : 
Peer a, De Pe a a 
. ne aa e / ae eT Poy : bm 
sig |e A ie ne ce aa 
ae tide , . dee hd bal ‘ 
} *F 4 a a 7 : 2 A Ui ie 
. Pe tee) a , 
‘ d nm ss. ee poe” )* se ar tA 8 
ra 4s sorted AN he ee wae: 5 i) 
~ Nee 7" aA oO F rs re 
¥ os hall F - i y 14 ee 
i vil 5 , 4 
7 xt ‘Op eed ae * f 
oo e fi 4 4 ’ 
f oa ai 
; 


j 


. 


328 . 

Chairman : 

Q You are a butcher and you say one of the troubles is the 

large quantity of low grade beef. Now if I come to your 

shép I camot get this ateak for 10 cents a pound, and another 

stea: for 15 cents a pound, and a loin for 20 cents 4 pound--~ 

steaks and loins are steaks adlains to the consumer and are 

each the same price ? . 

A I would not sell like that---1 sell my beet at four or five 

different prices, | : To WR. HAGGART : 

Q You buy am animal at é cents a pound an¢ even at your cheap 

rates of retailing is there not a pretty large profit ? 

A The highest I ever sold. was at.12 1/2 cents a pound. That 

was.when I paid 4 and 4 1/2 cents a pound. That would be the 

highest I would sell my of x it. I would sell the shanks and 
briskets for what I could get. 

Q Now. as to the amount of profit you would get off a carcass? 

A I buy cattle thin and fatten them. In the spring you 

cannot make much. It is better in the fall. You cammot keep on 

changing your prices all: the time in a retail shop. I do not, 
even in the spring, when I was sellingata loss. Irma 

_ shop for nearly five years. In selling quarters of beef I did 
not lower the price in the fall of the year, Anybody can buy 
a quarter of becf cheaper. I then change my price. 

Q You say that you do not run prices up and dam to the house- 
_wife, but, you-do not hesitate to run them dom to the farmer. 
The prices do not vary in the shop but they do to the farmer? 

A. In the. spring of the year there is no money, in it. 

Q. And you try to make up for, it, in en fall ? 

Ay We, get a better profit . , 

0 When you buy cheap : mah. you, make. a eas to keep you in 
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§ notBe on 
A..That is the system. in my shop 
Q You did not make a fortune ? 
A No, I am not butchering now 


Chairman: . 3 6 
Q There are certain bik do ane in an animal for there is 
always ademand ¥. . . A Yes 


Q With you the prices of inferior cuts would like fluctuate ; 
sirloin and.steak would remain stable ; otherwise your shop 
would be full of shanks, ote? | . 

A. It is simply the choice cuts that are stable with me. 


JOHN FRANKLIN GREENWAY, having been duly sworn, 
deposed as follows. : 
TO WR. RAGGART : -- 


Q, Where do you reside, Mr Scdsivorns 2 

A I reside in Crystal City. I am in, the grain business, 
shipping stock. .. 1% ty 

Q Do you raise stink 2 | ws 48 A Mo 

Q. Just buy from the farmers ? 

A Yesg and ship it.on my ow account. y7 

Q You have heard the etidence of the other cattle dealers and 
you know the scope of the commission, wuld you state to the 
commissioners your experiences as to anything that requires 
rectification ? 

A °ur principal grievance is in transport. We have no 
satisfactory transportation on that Vine. Our hae is 
at, iii We inecla i daa aguinat that sort of thing. ) 
We. ‘Shoudd haye a regular schedule stock train FS AO miles 
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We should not be more than 6 hours from the market. 
Possibly the last case of lasge shrinkage I had was last Ap—ril 
May be it was not the fault of the railway. May be it was the 
snow blockade. I had 2200 pounds of shrink on one car of 
cattle, We were subject to very poor treatment in the yards. 
That was largely accountable by the fact that the large ship- 
pers had contro] of the yards and we would have to lie there 
from 2 to 10 hours. 
Q Was there no method of regulating these things 2 
A We should have legislation either on the provincial or 
Dominion statutes, province preferable, that the small shippers 
should have redress pean the railway for non~ful fiilment of 
contract. 

If we had the privilege of feeding ad watering our 
stock it would obviate considerable shrinkage and loss. 
“We get no opportunity of building our stock up, and every hour 
it is on the way we are losing. I think the yards should be ot 
of the control of the P.R. We should have feeding facili- 
ties prior to weighing and selling 
Q And have some independent organization controlling the 
‘stock yards ? ae 
A That ought to be dove as quickly as possible if for no 
other reason than for a humane one 
Q ‘You have seen the newspaper corre spondence on the meat 
question ? 
A ‘Some of it. 
Q There were charges mate that there was a wigs or combine 
in Winnipeg ye 
A It is impossible for us to get full evidence bearing on 
that. There cortainly ‘is, , however, | a very fine brand of 
‘courtosdy down there betwoen ‘the dealers at times. 
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Q You did not find that there is that spirit of competition 
anong them? | 
A At times I have, I have nothing further to say except to 
emphasize the necessity of better yard facilities, The snall 
buyer.is in Wimipeg and the ordinary shipper has no chance to 
do business with him. As I have suspested before the market is 
altogether too friendly. You are exposed to these conditions, 
You canmot entertain the smal buyer at all. We have to @ 
back to the big buyer after dealing with the smll buyer, and we 
go back to him as an outsider. 
Chairman : | , 
Q Do, you think that a bse, abattoir would have the desired 
effect ? 
A.I have not & great deal of faith in the public ahattoir. 
If there are large profits in it the large men will not be qut~ 
side of it long. 
Q ‘The greater number of ‘eae reteil butchers buy from the 
large abattoirs, how. could they otherwise buy cattle ? 
A They would haye ‘killing facilities of their om. I under- 
stand that the abattoirs there now have killing facitities, 
The small dealers are compelled to buy from the abattoirs. 
It, is common thing to see the small dealers sitting on the | 
fence waiting till the big mon are through. And that ageravates 
conditions a. ‘little. | 
Mr. Middletm: ie 
Q. Do. I unerstand you. to pan net you wuld tayor sigan 
union, i OTUs ete Rl oanhtese ~~ private or 
pa public would, be andiel _ 1, think, the, city council, | 
could handle them . They should have control of the mrket. It | 
ee my, FRAME PHA the worth wf your cattle roi ori ) 
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WILLIAM LEES MACDONALD, hav ing been duly sworn, 


deposed as follows 
TG MR, HAGGART : 


‘Where do you reside, Mr. Macdonald 2 

At Deloraine 

What is your occupation ? 

lama farner and I ship stock | 

You buy stock and ship it ? | A Yes 

Do you feed it ? 

Yes, and stall fead. I buy all my grass fed beef, 

All your own mat you stallfeed ? A Yes 
How much do you dispose of ? 

I have uae been shipping since last April. I began ship- 


p> 44>  €D > 2:45 OF Ff 4 


ping then. I have shipped 9 cars of cattle, hogs and sheep. 

Q Some of the cattle raised by yourself ? 

A The first car was, most of the rest we bought 

Q IT do not want to cross-examine you, but as a purchaser, 
producer and as well as a dealer, what have you to say to the 
commissioners ? Rave you any grievance that in your mind could 

be remedied Bs ha At 

A My ideas are a good deal the same about ship ping as the 

others. We need a train oftener than we get it now. We want 

a scheduled train. The shrinkage averages 7 per cent for hogs 
and. cattle. Some time s it goes over that for cattle. 

Q Eyory man is taxed shrinkage and that is about the average? 

A It is for mine. I do not mow about the others. I ship to | 
Griffin direct. Hogs are better. I usually take the mrlet | 
tor cattle. Only once have I had ab bid on cattle. They genera- 
ay. vill not bid on cattle a "head. ha 
Q Do ae echaralty get the worth of you cattle from Griffin ¢ | 
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Some tims s .we do ; sometimes we do not. Hogs we get good. | 
Griffin has no string on you ? | 
No, I can go elsewhere 
You are satisfied with the price ° | 
Well, yes. 

Did you go to Griffin's because you thought that there was 
combination among t-he others ? A No 

Griffin does not supply you with the money to buy ? 

No 

You have no particular kick at the abattoir men ? 

No. 


You have never been subject to any such treatment as to make 


OF O.F ©: - OQ Ff OF OO: S 


you believe that there was only one mm there with one price 
te everybody ° 

A ot exactly. While I think the prices there sometines 
could be more reasond le. 

Q Are there anyother buyers competing with you for the 
farmers’ cattle ° 

A Not at present, but there is a man at Deloraine and there 
are the butchers. I have no arrangement to keep out of their 
preserves. Sometimes it is the other way. jy have been on the 
outside once or twice. I have no arrangement with any other 
dealer. — 

Chairman : 

Q When you say no arrangement, you six->e the same price ? 
Do you get a schedule of rates at differnt times from Griffin? 
A. Sometimes we get them. I generally have their lists. Just 
now he would not guarantee us a price. I was in business in | 
1905 and 1906. Only once this. spring have they given me a 
cattle price. 
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Q You get this schedule of rates and your neighbour gets the 
same schedule,.that appears to be the understanding ? 

4 Tt is no use.to;us when.we gt there 

oQ, Bub.you do not imow that ? 

A Yes, we have been there before Sec atte 

Q; Ft is cither a quobation.to you or 14 is not ; itis either 
A. guide ox itis not ? 

A Of course on hogs it is pre atitiy iat a guide 

Q And your neighbour who is.buying in the seme township is 
& boing wie . same schedule 7, ‘ a tiny 
A it do not know, ; she might det the same schedule. My neighbeur 
at peloraine had Gordon's a Quarter of acent less. Tt happened 
this week... . 

Q Gan you give.us any help, something that you: your self have 
come ;in contact with ? 

A Nothing bub in the shipping and the market in there. I 
would sooner see the abattoir and union stock yards. I have 
had experience in: the Montreal market. We ship to the 0.P.R. 
gteck yards-in Montreal, and we can sell wholesale if the pri- 
ces are satisfac tory, if not we have the opportunity of eping 
onto, the market and, feeding.the cattle, “e ca fecd the cat- 
vble, at the.C.P.Rior, the. stock yards which arc.a mile apart. 
‘The butchers would pick out,one or two, beasts. If the market 
was low the wholesalers wule not make a bid, “con gomrally 
soll,anyclass.of, stuff, »Hewe we sell wholesale, by the lump. 
Mr. Haarwchr hae never been bourne & satiate 

Q..Tha, complaint of the, butchers here is that it is easy soll 
the good cuts, but that there is always a surplus of the 
_ dnferior parts,.In Montroal they baye a larger population 
pa eee. ‘ye the cheaper meat ? | 
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A. Winnipeg must use it...It is not shipped out. I do not know 
much about the retail part of the trade. 
Chairman > : 
Q What is your opinion : Supposing Gerdon & Ironside, 
Griffin, and these four large firms have an outside under- 
standing between them regarding cattle, what wuld you think 
of their sendizig out market prices 211 over the province ? 


A The buyers would buy on the market price. 


Q That is, these men would regulate the whole thing practical) 


would it be not so ? 

No answer. 

Mr. Middleton : 

Q Give us sare opinion on the rates. Do you find any differ- 
ence in therates ? 


A I never shipped further. 


JAMES CALDWELL STEWART RECALLED. 
TG MR. .HAGGART,.: -- 


Q. You differ from the other witukeses: Any statement that you 
have to make had better appear on the evidence 2 

A I differ in so far as that the inferior portion of the 
stock shipped has been responsible for the low price of beef. 
Because the very best quality that has been produced within the 
last few years has never been bought at a satisfactory price. 
That is my experience and the experience of my neighbours. 

Mr. Pritchard, a former witness, has insinuated that the 
farmers are a hardd class to deal with. He insisted that they 
“have done well. 
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I would like Mr, Pritchard to inform the comnis- 
sioners as to what it costs ta raise and. produce a stecr 1200 | 


pounds at the ago of 30 months. Jt is sold at 2 1/2 centsiave . 3 
pond: "T claim that it does not produce any profit. 


JOSEPH PRITCHARD RECALLED : 
TO WR, HAGGART : -- 


Q How can you show that a steer at thirty months of age, 
weighing twelve hundred pounds, sold at two and a half cents 
a pound, being $30-in all, that the fammer makes any profit on 
1g PAs HO | ps di 

A IT have had no experience. 


THE EVIDENCE being concluded in. the counta'y districts 
of Manitoba, at the conclusion of the Manitou sittings, the | 
Commissioners adjourned to meet the following week in the » | 


City of Wimmipeg. 
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SITTINGS RESUMED in the Court House in the City of 
Wimipeg on the afternoon of Monday, the Twelfth day of August 
commencing at two o'clock : Before bir Comaissioner Cainp- 
bell, chairman, and Mr. Coumissioner Middleton. 

ALEXANDER HAGGART, K.C., Counsel for the said 
Comnissioners : 

HORACE A.CRAIG, Secretary. 


CHARLES Le OHARKEST, reealied ; 
TO-MR. HAGGART : 
Q All we want to know , Me. Charrest, is such as is pertinent 
to this enquiry. As requested by me at our last adjournment 
in Winnipes, you have made and produced a statement, which 
we will mark as Exhibit "A", is that the statement ? 

Statement produced and marked Exhibit "A". 
A. Profit and loss statement from June the 50th 1900 to June 
S6th 1907, that includes the purchases, all sales and expenses 
and the stock in hand. 
Q Does that show a net or a gross si Ha of 20 per cent ? 
This would not show that much | 
Q How much does it show ? 
Chairman : Give me the figures and I will give you the yer- 
centage --- very near 4 or 5 per cent of the net profit ? 
A. Yes tm 
Me, Sia neste i \ 
Q) That Soe profit, after allowing you and your partner a h 
- living wage of $3600 a year ? Sag ae | 
Chairman: Not including the withdrawal. This $5600 is inclu- l 
» dad in the $5999.27 7 i 
A Yes, I think so. | 
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My. Haggart : 
Q You think this $3600 to you and your. partner should be in- 
cluded.in this $5999, 27 ¢ 
A l imagine it is ; my bookkeeper prepared that 
Q Ihave asked the registrar of the court here, Mr. W.A. 
Wilkes, who is an expert accountant, to assist us in these mat- 
ters, you will have no objection to your bookkeeper, Mr. 
Thompson, allowing him ta verify this from your books ° 


A. No 
Q You will give Mr Thomson such instructions that it will be 
done ? 7 A Yes 


Chairman : It is 4 0/2 per cent, practically a profit of 5 per 
cent on the goods. turned over, after taking out $1800 a year 
living expenses for each partner. 

Mr. Haggart : | 

Q This sliply shows the business done in meat ; for instance 
you sell vegetables too ? . 

A Yes, all is included, we keep no separate accounts. 

Q What proportion in your business do the sales of beef, 
mutton and perk compare to the whole ? | 
AI have no means of saying. | 
Q You buy the bulk of your neats from the abattoir men ° 
A Yos. | | 
Q And you have to. ,pay the sions they ask ; they fix the 
prices ; : 

A. They certainly do | 
Q. How do you fix the price at which you sell 7 
A. our selling prices are regulated by the demand. A demand for 

a cortain class: of goods: we have, and we have to give md get. f 
a higher price, i 
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Q Do you. and your partner mke these prices without reference 
to the wholesale men or other retail men ? 


A Yes . 
Q There is no arrangement between you and the wholesale men as 
to the prices at which you shall sell ? vg A. No 


Q Nor of the goods you buy nor any particular part ? 

A No | 

Q And there is no arrangement between you firm and the other 
retail firms as to the retail prices for the different classes 
of meat 9 A ‘No 

Q You ma. ke your prices (retail) such as will give you a 
profit upon which te run your business ? A. yes 

Q And you do not think that 5 per cent on your turn-over is 
a very large percentage ? | , 

A It would not seem so by my statement | 

Q You have very little dealing with cattle dealers in the 
country who buy from the farmer and who bring in car loads of 
cattle 2 

A No dea lings at all. 

Q- Your business,is such. that it would nm permit you to pr Oo 
fit by dealings with them ? A Yes | 
Q. rf you bought 2 car load of cattle you would have to have it | 
slaughtered at one of the abattoirs ? » A. Yes 

Q They would slaughter it, skin it ad store it at a certain 

price Te 4m, di é; . my . stock4Aayles | 
Q For m iniefinite period ee | | 
A No,. I could not expect them to do that. If we bought cat 
tle. by the car, we would have to have them slaughtered a few 
at a time, they would have to be used up in two or three days, 
and we would have to feed the others until it was time to ! 
have them slaughtered. 
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Q Some of the country dealers thought it would be advant age- 
ous to have union stock yards and regular market days where 
the Winnipeg dealers could com and buy in quantities to suit 
themselves ; what do you think of such a proposal as that ? 
A I think it would be all right as far as we are concerned. 


If we saw anything there that we thought would suit us we would 


gO and buy it and have it siaugnierds., especially if it had an 

abatte ir in cone ction with it it would be far better. 

Q@ How would the public abattoir have to be run ? 

A - do not mow. I have had no experience in that line. 

Q You do not know of any abattoir being run by a city ? 

A I believe that is 80 in the eastem cities and. in the old 

country. I have never gone inte details I have never been 

in them and do not know how they are run, or what they charge. 

Q You do not know whe ther the public abattoir would be profite 

ble to the citizens 7 

A I suppose it would be if put under capable aaah: 

Q What kind of management 2 

AA manager , general superintendent, and other officers un 

der him who would attend to the different branche s such as the 

stock yards, ete. 

Q I think you told us in your fanex former examination 

the other day that. if you bought a part of your stock in this 

way from the farmer, or cattle dealer ax direct you might not 

be able to deal 80 advantageously as to the stock that you 
might eet from the abattoir men Bry ad, A Yes 

Q They give you better toms when you get every thing from 


then? 


A That stands to reason, that would. 


ee 7 ~_ 
~ 


a ay ; ie 
yy, ye me 4 ‘ah * uh ‘ 2 ; 


233% 0 





mess Unevis ed Blwew of dityuorid ateleeb vitnuoe aif to exo 
biedw aysh Sovten YAfuget brs abtey dood e mobny 1 ay vas ad of ao un 
tive of coliitomup mt yd bee moo bluoo atelsed arp! es 
Y doit es Lnadiony 8 dare to. witha boy ob dace io 
Jberieniod ove 6W ae tet bs trig ts Its ot bluow whist 
Pivow ow ov dive piene fikwwort ew tert evedt “pridiyns wee wr oe 
Ge So dk tl ylleioegme ,betodkwale tf evad bes tt ad ioe 
. vetted tat od Bluow 32 3f Httw nodtS exroo. pee 
Pre od of ovat thottsds offdug od Btuow wo 9 
oil Feild at eomei-toqgge ori huscl ever IT. worn! tos ob I “ A 
f udto s Yd at anied ctotdads ere to worst Your ‘ob woY 9 | 
Bio eit! st tm asitio mrotese er? mt oa et dadt’ ovetied 2 A | 
mead “ovet vat { allsteb otnt enc teven ovat I etdras0 
fo yet dative ve owt ets yadt wor worl fost ob fine mats wh 
Mitton oi bivow vhotteda vifduq edit veniterty wor! Yom ob wot 9 
a “P smestét o exit ot eld 
itesag erin hae vofwat tii HE od bfuow di ets 
| ? dvemegencm to bedd tad 
ati) zxeottto ‘seal o a. , ine hrredet tequm {eters a: wep scon hd 


at as fous satfonestd dp ret tih a 
| ¢ re aes 









é 
‘J 


wii ite “use fing 






a 


rT) oe os 
“ 
/ 
; 1 


ae i val fe 7 y 
vee ig . ki a: 1 LOR fy i sy 
ae us : a , a, cus 

rc seed ee | 

rad he a or | 

EP, Ch Mosk hc tana Se a 

I 
) ee 


Chairman , | 

Q You taye a retail dealers" association in this city ? 

A Yes , 

Q You have regular meetings ? A Yes 

Q. Andit ise properly organized institution ? A Yes | 
Q Gan you:tell us what are the functions of that organization? 
A> When we ‘first took the matter up it was organzied to devise 


some means of making shorter credits md prompter collections. 
We were petting tired of the way business was done, and we de- 
vised this means to protect ourselves. If a party eot credit ; 
from Onevwam and did nét pay and went to deal with some other 
person that other person would be notified, so that he could 
pro tect. himself. In the retail association there are several 
other mtters which cane up for discussion. We took up 
me.tters with the city council and had some alterations made 

in the bylaws. Our last agitation and it is going now, we 
petitioned the legislature to institute a small Bebts court 
whereby. we could collect without the tedious processes we are 
going through now end at loss expense... We-find that in some 
matters when’we are buying in large quantities it is conven- 
ient to divide up amongst ourselves. But you cannot do that pa 4 
very well in-meat.. That does not réefer’to meat I will sive 
_you'to understand. In June we ordered a carload of paper 
wrappine paper and divided it up anone oursdlves. 

0 ‘In the»fall of the year the custom has been from time 
immemorial to slauzhter cattle at that period md brine it 
sinto tom to sieughter=it md sell it around the dicty ?— 

I should think tht that would be inimical to your interests ? 
oA ‘Yes. me . , 
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Q Is there eny regulation by your association te prevent 
farmers from selling round at that time of the year ? 
A That has not been done, but there have been many complaints 
from butchers on the outskirts. wid wee 
Q Is there any regulation whereby anything slaughtered and 
brought in by a farmer will not bring the same price as that 
sold by the alattoir ? | A ‘to 
Q rs there any under staading among the retail men or the but- 
chers not to buy from the farmer ? rath adhe ee 
Q In speaking of the grading of cattle we have had a ereat 2 
deal of evidence on that and I find that as a rule beef cows 
for example would be quoted at 1 1/2 cents ane 2 cents a pound 
live weight, another class 2 to 3 cents and prime steers 3 to 
3 AL cents ; now when you buy from the abattoir do you buy 
all these classes ar a particular class ? 


A wWe select the class we want 


Q Suppose you select from gach class do you grade the cuts in , 


your s hop the same as cattle on foot is graded to the producer 
Presume I g~o into your shop and buy am steak - --- a steak is a 
steak anyway Phe 

A We grade steaks from 12 2 cent to 20 ‘gents a pound 

Q Then you have cheap steaks for certain classes of customers 
and the best stesks for a certain other class 2 A ‘You 

Q Who are the officers of ‘this retail association ? 

AU 1 Wes asked by Mir Hagar t to produce the minutes. “I asked 
tir W. A. Coulson and he said he was not allowed to let them out 
of his possession without an order from the president of the 
association, Mr. MagPher gon. He is Ny an the south just now, 
at a: 
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Mr. Taggart : We can subpoena ain the same as in court. I 

did not want to do that. | 

Chairman : ; 

Q You have been @ cons iderable time in this business here ? 

A Yes a | , | 

Q In the change s that you have seen taking place it must have 
occurred to } you that this industry is becoming specialized, 

do you not think that the compe tition between and among the 
wholesalers and retailers is gradually disappecring : Is 

there the same competition that there was years ago ? 

A I think that line of business is ge tting into fewer hands . 

Q ‘And as it it is gp thing into fewer hands do you think that 
in an equal proportion that competition is disappearing ? — 

A Ido not think so. 

Q We have had & great deal of evidence given to us that 

there are a great many buyers out, but thé kind of competition 
wa discover ‘od Was that the prices were set by the leading deal- 
ers ‘in Wi innipeg and that each of these buyers who professed to 
bid went out and bought on that schedule of prices, would you 
call that cape tition ': 

A Well, there should not be a great deal of cou ape aes if 
they know exactly ‘what to give far the Ge ttle. re 

0 Supposing one of these “Tare re buyer's sent you a ‘circular 
letter and aa olroular letter stated that that the; y would 
pay these prices ‘and you acoopted that letter and you bought 
cattle. and shipped them in and aot paid for them would you 

consider that an understanding between you end ‘the Be dealer 
we wanted five ; oh “a 
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Q You would not call that an under standing as to price between. 

that. seller and the purchaser ? | 

A He would have an understanding that he had to take the price 

in the circular until otherwise notified. 

Q That is, the buyer and the seller understadd that the goods 

will be shipped at that price ? 

A _T suppose it is 

Q “Ou are not a buyer or-a big dealer 2 A No 

Q +s there anything that has occurred to you since our last 

sitting here that you think would be of benefit for us to know? 

From your standpoint what changes, if any, can you susgest 

that would improve conditions with you and make your business 

more satisfactory ? 

A’ Well, the only kick we have at the presont time is the way 

we are used by our customers, not all bad, but a good many 
who do not pay pramptly end who do not expect to pay. 

Q- Are there many bad debts 2? | A ves 
~Q» And the tendency is that in your business the credit system 

has become almost unendurable ? A Yes 

Mr, Middleton : 

Q You do not take advantage of this co-operative system of buy 
ing cattle. You bought a car load of paper, why not a car load 
of cattle ? | 

A. Yes, but it would take up a great deal of our time. It 

would be @ hard matter to grade prices between ourselves, 

_) Those who took the poor ones would want them almost for nothing 
(lt we wa ted five or six of the best all the others ‘all the 
(would make up pay good and plenty for them. ‘I have no fault 
/ 60, find with the way we are used by the abattoirs. Wo can get 

_ just what we want in ary quantity and at any time. The indus- 

oe try: is only in a transitory state. 
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Me. Middleton , 3 
Q This public abattoir would enable you to buy more direct 
from the producers ? 
A Oh, yes. 


“WILDARD A, RBARTRAM, having been duly sworn, deposed 
as follows uals 

76 UR HAGGART ; -- 
Q You are a partner of the former witness ° A Yes 
Q And that firm has been doing business in Winnipeg for a 
number of years ? | | A Yes 
Q Row ‘long ? 
A Nine or ten years 
Q You were engaged in the butcher business before the forme- 
tion of that firm ? 
A Mr Charrest was. 
Q Tt was your first introduction to the meat business in 
Wirmipeg ? . A Yes 
Q What pert of the business of the firm do you teko charge of? 
A The financial end 3 
Q» You have heard the substance of your paritn er,s evidence ? 
A. No, only a little. Though his evidence should be on the 
lines of mine. “He Imows more about the cutting and the 
practical part of it than I do 
Q You saw that financial statement for the year ending 
June the 20th.1907 before it was presented to the commissioner? 
A Yes barren | 
Q Did you @ over that with your bookkeeper ? A Yes 
Q And that is as near as possible correct ? 
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A As near correct without going into a whole lot of trouble. 
There might be a few dollars that belone to the branch shop. It 
wouldnot exceed fifty dollars. 

Q That is the substance of your business for the lest year ? 
A Yes | | 

0 Te capital stock in that business was how much ? 

A Do you mean in the building and all ? It must be fifty 


thousand dolla rs. it Tt; 


= 


0 And all that you took or drew out of the business were your 
living expenses ? 

A We are on salary, the same as our men. We do not exceed it 
one cont. We set a statement of the es huy end a cheque for 
the balance. It is $150 a month. 

Q And you drew no more ? A No 

0 And your net profits amounted to ? 

A To $850, and there wouldnot be that profit if some of the 
bad necounts are written off. We cannot tell just how bad they 
are until the people are dead. 

Q Do you mean to say on on investment of $50,000, after gottin 
2 bare living, there is practically less than a thousand dolla 
profit 9 

A Ido. I would get out of it on a monthts notice if I could 
get my money out of it. 

Q Notwithstanding these excessive prices for steaks ? 

A We are not paying our men any move then they are worth. 

Q T have asked Mr. Wilkes, the registrar of the court, to 
verity that statement and you will give him what assi stance you 
‘can in wréfying it ? — pee ot A Yes 

ig Do you buy the meats or does Mr. Charrest ? 

A He usually orders ; I order sometimes. 

Q You have to pay ths price of the abattoir men? A Yes 


Obs 





-sictiow to dol eforwa otnt patoy dvodtiv toermo ween ZA WA 

I . que donmid oct of jymled decd orefLob wed ed (deigtn ered? 

-sws[lob vita betoxe tonbivow 

¥ iaey taal ont wt ceenteud amy to sonstedu@e aft ab tod? 9 

po A 
$ tom: wed cw created tad? nt dootd idfhqee af? 0 | 

wrt ed tam 1% {fs bre uatbliud aff af resem eoy Oh) 

«tf ab yar elie brise sacks 

Miy ovew averileu! «is to ivo-weth tw aood woy tard Lie bok” 9 
$i Becote Son @ oF . rem wo es eure edt Viwslse no ow OW d ! 
bi aipeto s bm yd ov vad ont to diomotede @ ton eWadneo eng 
trom & OLP-eb df scone ied ‘only 
ef A. stom on wexh moy bak 9 
? of bedmvons atl toy der syoy brody D 
alt So nod Th dito dedd ed torhluow ereit hrm ORG of B 
Tet hed wok dep Ihed sormso of .Yto-neddk-ar ors adratopse had 
-baeb ots elqoog edd Lider one: 
wheter, todas. 000, 084-40 trestaovat op stooge. od mony of a 
Baliob breevodt « rev eael . Lisoltosiy at poe + 
Wie ‘i and a <1 See ; a ‘@ 
Bites I ti 0 ma sacs 
eee Ne oy Be sel . 


eA Se ae 
a Fade st at o Mis ek. 


a 
; eee 










CAT 

Q And you get the bulk of that from, them 2 

A All but the veal and lamb which we get from the farmers. 

Q To buy from the farmer or the trader you would require to 
employ an expert for that purpose ° 3 

A Send a man.to the country or to the stock yards. It would 
require a high salaried man to buy even what little we use. 

Q It requires an exper t to purchase beeves or anything in 
comection with live stock ? 

A 110 has to understand weights and qualities 

Q And to this man you would have to pay a high salary ? 

A Yes. We would have to pay a man $125 a month to buy cattle. 
Fe would have to hare a horse and buccy to drive around. He 
ships in and we would have to have a slaughter-house. It 
would take 2 men at $60.a month in the slaughter-house. lt 
would take another man with a team to haul the stuff down to 
the shop. That is the expense we would be put to. 

Q And that more than offsets any higher price that. the 
abattoir men would charge ? | 

A Yes, if they want half,a cent more a pound they would be 
doing yell. 

Q Were you here when.Mr Lauzon was eiving evidence ? 

A .U0....43 we | | | 
0 Mr Lauzon ‘gontents that the abatboir men have an undue aé- | 
vantage here, that even the city of Winnipeg, the council, 
prosecute him and fine him,every week, he says, for ruming a 
| slaughter -house, 4: you know anything about that pert of the 
business + } | pt . 

“A I do not think the ries yould proseculve ifa slaughter - | 
house were properly. cond usted. I do not think that there is 
any clause or bylaw in the ity’ s constitution that would Rre~ | 
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vont any an fron ruming a properly conduc ted slaughter ~ 
“house. 
0 Thepeis no inspection of meats here ? 
, A Yes, there are “bi inspectors of meat here. They call onus | 
probably only thr oe bine s a week, Probably his duties are to 
call covery day. He may 
“ Q Probably th 18 inspector should be there when the animal is 
: killed ? 
A I think that the mean who can look at a live animal and tell 
that it is all right in side does not live in this comtry ? 
Q Dd you buy any meats from the Jews 2 
A Hind quarters 
Q Some cattle dealers claim that the farmers force on the mar- 
kot meat not fit for the market ; that there is a glut of in- 
* ferior meat a | 
A That is my experience. I think the trouble with the farmers 
is ‘that they all want to, slau, chter at one time. They will all 
pile in here with surplus cattle. After we got what we really 
went we will not toke it unless we get it for our own price. | 
Any man ‘undo stands that. Parmers will bring in, -ospecially | 
: these Red iver Valley Nal fbreeds, Red River cattle of no size 
, or qualit Oy cant “they. camot et the price. | | 
a" loins and ‘steaks are Loins and. stoaks, still would not the | 
loins and steaks ‘from tho ‘Red River cattle bring you the sane 
Price as prine cattle’ 2% , 
eA Te wt might a the Red River cattle ax man. | 
0 -We arecteld 4a the sqrt: , Uk Tor 
Q But not to. your best customers ? A No | 
~ And rump teak tas not: soll the samne from the ‘Red River | 
cattle as from tle prime? ; 
| os si itis: not the. ee “the prt Feoak 
aa, a better Zaeent. and is of a better grade. A fine big © 
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steer weighing 7006 or 800 pounds and a little Red River steer 
weighing 560 or 606 pounds are not the same . 

Chairman : 

Q I think the smll Highland cattle is the choicest meat ? 

A Yos, but these cattle have depreciated until they are nothig 
They are light across the loins. Go into some breed's yard and 
you will find they are vy on the loin and Jay in the, head, 
where you do not weont it. 

Mr. Hageart : 

Q It is charged ‘that there is a beef trust, ; if such exists 
among the wholesalers it would not be a good thing for you to 
have to deal with -? 

A It would not. 

Q You have had intimate relations with any of them ? 

A Yes, three of them : Gordon & Ironside, The Western Packing. 
company and Griffin. 

Q. The prices you pay them are practically the same ? 

A’. No, “sometimes we can mas a quarter of half a cent by getting 
it from the other fellow 

Q° You fix the price to thepublic by what you will give you a 
fair profit 2 A Yes 

Q How are the wholesale prices fixed ? 

A We do not know. We “are not in the business, in fact I don't. 
Q Does it not look to you as if they had got» to gether end 
‘fixed these prices 7 a ¢ , 

A Sometimes: I think so and sometimes r do not., 

Q We are told in the»country that pigs have a tite price 
both as to live and dead pork ?. 

A They may not vary for a season. But we buy a lot of dressed 


_ pork th the winter from the country, We buy all ith is offered 
et salina Pith 2 wound tor dt 
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Q The farmer says there there is not enough pork produced in 
this country for the wants of the country ? A Yes 
Q That there is a lot of imported pork ? A Yes 
0 And that a larger price is paid for the imported pork than 
for his ? 
A I think that the imported pork is quite a different thing. 
They do not import straight hogs. I Think J . Brown prings in 
a car / load or two from Toronto. Half the pork is brought in 
cured as bacon or hams. The hardest parts to sell they do not 
bring in. 
Q But notwithstandine that can you produce hams and bacon 
from our pork much cheaper than what you get from Toronto or 
Chicago ? 
A’ No, we are not pork packers. We are not buying live hogs nor 


pack ine them 


Q Do you sell Manitoba hams cheaper than Chicago hans 2 

A Yes 

0 Why ? 

A We do not sell eer ham or bacon unless it is specially 


asked for 

0 Manitoba han is worth 18 cents a pound ? 

A Seventeen and half cents 

Q And Chicago or Toronto han is worth more ? 

A “Now an Anorican ham I could say. Bacon is worth 22 1/2 
conts a pound ; our bacon is worth 17 ie conts a. pound. 

q Why such a difference 2 

A They claim quality, ‘those who use it 

Q The purchaser ? 

b Yo. We tave’s ‘amber of customers wno ask for Armour's or 
Swifts’s and we charge 20 cents a pound for it sliced. 
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_Q That is just a whim of your customer ? 

A We do not.keep it in stock. There, is\a lot of our cured 

pork. goes to,-British Cilumbia, but: none goes east, at least I 
think not. Lag 
Q As a retail butcler who has been in Winnipeg same time have 

~you-any suggestions to make to the commissioners as to. what 
and, whether there is any restraint in’ the trade in any way 

_ that is undesirable from your point of view ? 

A Jt sa problem that 1 would not like to undertake. IJmow 
meat is too high and.I,do not know how it is going to be re~ 
duced. » ty . OM. . 

- Q. Can it not,be-reduced so that you can-do business with the 

» farmer, .and)the abattoir and still.pay the farmer the same 

-oprice.? «. 

_AysI donot know what the abattoirs are paying for their 
stuff. dle very often run across men who have been selling. 
In fact, a man coms ‘in to-us every week with lamb and beef. 

) We, ls getting»a good safe price.,.fe is not doing ay kicking. 

»His namo .is H.Hellofs of Gretna. He brings in veal, becf and 

s hogs. He delivers lamb and veal to us dressed. 

_Q° Where do you get.your mutton ? - 

, 4») Abattoirs. We have.mutton from Prince Edward Island in the 
4 Q2 So you ara _ isatinting TR you sell your meat at not more 
~Mhan a foiryprice 2 60 yey i L Ro ine 
4 1 am satisfied that we are not. enna ata fair profit. 
»Q) Any persons who are »geteing more than they are entitled 
bo are, the persons before,you ?) 9 oy pekin s 

ode Mhe consumer. pen Shey og mule and anpeo 

»Q The,.consuner ae en 2 enare ?. 
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A I kmow we have worked a year for nothing. From 7 in the mort 

ing till 6 at night si-x days in the week and we are only get- 

ting an ordinary living. There is more than that coming to us. 

Q You have $50,000 invested in the plant, stock and business? 

A Yes 

Chairman. : 

Q Were you in when I asked a few questions of your partner ? 

A Yes, but I could not hear them all. 

Q I see that the small slaughter-houses are gradually dis- 

appearing, and that the old principle of competition is disap- 

pearing. The prices are set by two or three men. Do you think 

that. that is the natural result of the changes that have taken 

place throcugh the cold storage system or is it human ingenuity 

to increase profits ? 

A It looks to me natural. But there is the advantage and 

the disadvantage. It looks reasonable too if these men in the 

abattoirs can got a fair profit 

Q Do you thinfk with market Ce buyers we could get 

cheaper meat ? 

Yes. | 

Then we could. gp back..to competition ? 

It should be the remedy. 

Well, we will not go back to competition ? 

If a purely independent man could go to these people he 

could find out what 4 1200 pound animal dressed. He knows 

what it costs. He could attend to all three abattoirs, 

Q It was sugeested. to me that this commission should make it a 

point to find out the exact profits or makings of the big 
abattoirs, and see how much they each mace and appoint some 

| one to see that they should not make more ? 
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A That is the only feasible way I can see out of it. But this 
man has to be a just man. 
Q One might find "Diogenes' task a difficult one ? 
A It is pretty hard to have great big bills shoved up under 
his nose and then keep straight. 
Q Supposing you had built up this place would you care to have 
an outsider come in there and say"I am coming here to dictate 
that profit you shall make?" 
A They are not private individuals who are rumming these 
_abattoirs. They are corporations. They are looking into these 
companies on the other side of the line. 
a Suppose’ we suazest a renedy that would keep them in their 
( pla 1ce would it be a improverient ? 
A Yes, I think it would. be a decided improvenent, if it could 
be done without making the pt ty for them, 
Mr. Mid@leton r 
Q Do you not think that there is too much loss of capital 
between the producer and the consumer by paying all these 
surplus men ? Would not these public abattoirs and publlic mar 
kets dispense with them ? 
A The trouble would be that you would not find an animal in 
that market for weeks. There is a whale ‘lot to be considered 
in keeping and storing meats and supplies. The farmers unload 
their surpluses before the Fist of Jenwur y with the exception 
of stallfed. From the First of October to the First of January 
there will be a continuous stream of cattle. For nine months 
you would not ‘get supplied. You would not get it in the public 
marke t. “The public market is me ris}, thing to be considered, 
‘Chairman ome to when Wey ara. be 


Q: With “echedtiled ‘stock train on cortain: ey in the ) Wook, 
pene an Be Bonifacd. Yew, Liam ealling six bh 
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union stock yards and a public abattoir in connection ? 
A It does not want to be mixed up with the present stock yards 
I could not agree to that. | 


JOSEPH TURENNE, having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows | 
TO WR. HAGGART : -- 


Q You are a butcher by trade, Mr. Turemne, and you d@ business 
in the Town of St. Boni face ? 

A Yes 

Q And for how many years have you been doing business there ? 
A For the last ten years 

Q Where do you buy your stock ° | 

A I am buying from Callagher, Griffin, and from Laugon 


sometimes --- everywhere. 


Q And of ths abattoir mn ? 3 A Yes 
Q Do you buy from the farmers 2 A Yes 
Q Live meat, cattle, cows, sheep, pigs 2 A Yes 
Q Dead meat too ? | 
A In the winter tine 
Q And you sell from your butcher's shop to the inhabitants 
of St. Boniface and everybody who will buy ? A Yes 
Q You ‘buy as cheap as you bon 
A Sure 
‘ e And get what price you can ? A Wes 


Q How do you fix the prices now that map ls are complaining 
they are paying too much ? 

A Tt is partly their om fault 
i Q° They ‘cane to when they are hunery ? 
A) We used just to sell as many front quarters as hind quar = 
«store dn St. Boniface. ee T am + selling six hind Ort ee to 
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one fore quarter. The hind quarter beirig¢ ‘scarce we have to 
pay a big price, more than if you are buying the whole carcass, 
Q The abattoir men demand big prices ? 
A Yes, on account of the scarcity of the hind quar¢ter 
Q How much a pound do you heve to pay for the fore quarter ? 
A ‘have been offered fore quarter at 5 1/2 cents a pound, 
not by a farmer , hut by some one who kills at the abattoir. 
Q Not by he iff out; Cérdon or Callasher 2 
A No, some Jews, I think. 
Q And for the hind quarter, how much do they charge ? 
A Vind querters 9 cents 2 pound. 
Q You roally camot “sell 2 Bore quarter unless you have sever 
al hind quarters to help it off ? A Yes , 
Q Mow many hind quarters re fore quarter ? 
A About six 
0 How do ety the price of your steaks and roasts ? 
A We salt the rump steak and the loin steak at 1S cents a 
pound. | | | 
Q These are the best parts of the enimal ? 
A We are » sometimes in a different position. Some will prefer 
$2 ay working people, a round steak bocause there are not so 
mmy bones in it. They pey as much for that as the other. 
Q ‘Do you ‘ti x your price by tho game as which the retail mr- 
chants in the ¢ ity sell ot? P | 
ee Ho, 4 camot et as good a price 
a. There | are more ‘poor people over there oer 
mh I have to ‘soll cheaper | i Lae Oa 
a hy aenaee our butehors on this side of the’ Red hy ee sell 
as Lae? + as. yeu 1 rr They sell more of it ? 
A, an in a, ey ets to them. : am doing the killin 
i melt I ‘ay @ a slaughterhouse of my ‘ow. I go out in the cum 
stock there and moe Ay phsene? than dead beef. | 
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Q You buy cheaper from the farmers than the city butchers do 


from the abattoirs ? A Yes 
Q Is becf.from the farmer, as good as that cot uhxayex fxm 
by the, butcher from the abattoir ? A No 


Q.. You, are honest enough.’ to.say that, the quality of beef you 
sell ak quite as high grade as that sold in Winnipeg ? 
A..No, not» the same. grade. 


Por thet. reason you, sell. cheaper. ? A Yes 


a> 


Q,.can.you.afford.to sell cheaper.?... 

; Q. My expenses are less, than, the buteler in the city here be~ 
cause the rent, is not as high, For instance, I think Charrest 
& Bartram are paying $100 rent a month end I am paying $15 a 
month rent,, I have 4 men working with me ; they cost, for two 
of them $15 a.week and the other two, boys, $18 a week. 

Q They have to. pay higher, weges than .you ? 

A 1.guess they have to,.pay higher. weges.... 

Q.. You, think that on account,of. the grade ng beet; you can under 
sell. them, always ata,few cents in the pound ? 
A Ofcourse, if they had the. same quality of beef that I sell 
they poUlth not, be DPR, to, + get more. 1 always sell good meat 
however. > ee : an 

Q. Dies: ei not the ie Sadtla stat they get from th 
west % It 4s all the people have been used to ? A Yes 

Q. tt might not be, sufficient to suit the wealthy people in 
‘the south, end of. _Wimipeg Tyas ts 

A, Well,, the hotel people ai ini dai house ‘gohan do not 
like, that, beef. because it is rather thin. bale 

Q There is no arrangement, between you and any, other butcher's 


as to fisxing the price at which you are to sell ? 
A. Five dpa dy Cyn, Rica haamen 2 






Bi A den es Absenen Oat from the famer ?.. A Yes 


a we 
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Q. In buying from the abattoir men you pay the same price to 
them. all .? 

A. Not exactly. For instance I telephoned to one abattoir. I 
was told pork had gone dow one cent. I said “How much will zz 
you, se¢llloin of pork for: ?" They said "Thirteen cents". I 

told them K could get it at another place for 12 cents a pound. 
They said "We carmot afford to sell it for less than 13 cents”. 
I got it from another abattoir for 12 cents a pound This ~ 
morning I called, for mutton at one place and one place asked 

me 12 cents,a pound another 12 1/2 cents. 


Q. Two years ago did you buy much from the abattoirs 9 


A, No 

f Principally from the farmers ? A Yes 

Q Do you buy pigg,live pigs ? A Yes 

Q How much de.you give for them per pound ? 

A Seven cents. Sometimes when they are heavy pigs 6 1/2 cents 


and .7 1/4 cents a pound is the highest I ever paid. 
2 .Is 14 cents for dressed pork too much profit ? 
A 1 was told by an abattoir man that they are $7.50 and 
$7.75. Yaudsee, of course, if a farmer comos with a load of 
hogs and OX ee he: generally enquires of the other 
abattoir men. se tries to get the best price. It is not the 
sae with me. I go out in the country and I bouy hogs from 
the fanners. . They ask me how much. I am always payinga 
quarter less then they are paying here. Of course, I have the 
, expense of going out. 
/@) You, buy as cheap as you can and get the best price you cin ? 
,A Yes, I have been trading in Prairie Grove, Loretto, Ste. 
/Amedes Chenes.. ‘toad of cate 3 
Q. Principally from Frencluren Bi If we ware a 
| A. Oh, no, This is the way. I see a steer or a cow. I judge 
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that the steer or cow will come to so many pounds of beef. In 
that way a head of cattle will be worth from $25 to $30. I afm 
offer that much to them. They have to take my price or keep 
their cattle. | 
Q You do not lmow of any igg ements or Ss oacesaia that prices 
are to be kept at the same figure ? A No 
Q You are not a party to such an arrangement ? 
A No. There are ninety farmers under that impression. tifa 
man comes into town with hogs or cows and I will not buy from 
him at a price. They say that I telephane around and say that I 
offered them such-and- such a price. 
Q That you telephoned every other butcher and asked him not to. 


offer any more ? A Yes 

Q Are they right ? 

A Wo, I would not take the trouble It is not business either. 
Q You have made all your profits out of your business ? 

A Yes | 

Q Are you a millionaire 2 

A Mo, not this year. It is pretty hard to get the money. 

Q And you make the men that pay well pay for the bad debts ? 
A No. But you would be surprised if I showed you my books 


and see the money rT an losing for | TOES. The country is rotte 
with credit. 

Q You fave to get a fair profit or otherwise you wuld @ 
broke - ; : hae 

A . pretty near went, broke this summer. 

Q Is there anything in that trade that eet 4 to be rectified? 
A There is one thing which is a. drawback for me especially. 

I camot afford to bring in a carload of cattle. I have to 

send to the abattoir to freeze the beef. If we were allowed 
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by the railway company to put four, five or sim head of cattle 
in one car it would help us and the farmer a great deal. You 
have to make arrangements to have 4@ car. . 
Q The C. P, R, charges for a whole ear whether there are ten or 
twenty injthe car ? A Yes. 


At this stage of the proceedings the Commissioners 
adjourned until the following morning, Tuesday, the Thirteenth 


day of August 1907 at 10 o'clock when the enquiry wes resumed. 


WILLIAM COATES, having been duly sworn, deposed as 


follows : 
TO MR. HAGGART ; -- 
Q You are a retail butcher ¢ “A Yes 
Q You do business on Portage avenue 2 A Yes 
Q Your shop is one of the largest in the city 2 
A I doa fair business 
Q You gel) dead meats ° 
A Dead meats 
Q And you contract for the savelin of semi-public institutions, 


such as the genral hospital, gpel, deaf and dumb institute ? 
A ‘Yes ; 

Q. You try to do business ing -every legitimte way that 

5 you. can I a) ; A Yes 

a You have the contract for sapling the meats to the 
hospital, at present eee | A Yes 
Q Q That, is the only institution on which you are working 
_ on emtract, a 


ae 
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A We have the ¢€.P.R.,ad also the Wimipeg Lodging & Coffee 

House, but at the present time we just take the Winnipeg Gener- 

al hospital on contract. 

Q How long have you been in the retail business ? 

A Four years. I have only one shop now. I sold one shop last 

year. 8. y price | | 

Q Prom whom do you buy your meats ? 

A I buy from the abattoirs | 

Q You do not buy any live meats at all ? 

A-No, I have bought a few live lambs 

Q Pork, mutton , veal from the abattoirs ? 

A I buy beef, pork and mutton from the abattoirs. I pought 

ninety per cont of the veal from the farmers and jobbers in 
cars who come to the city from country points. 

Q You never buy any live meats f 

A Wetrer buy any live cattle 

Q I suppose you have no facilities for killing it ? 

A None of my om. If I bought them I would have to get them 

killed at the abattoir. They would charge me 75 cents a head 
for killing the cattle. They would stacre it for me. For 75 
conte they will kill it and store it within a reasonable time 
I should judge for three or four days. 

Q Bub if you wa ted to keep it for a week or a month or for 

an indefinite period P| 

A. They cannot keep fresh meat much over 8 days at this time 

of the year. We camot keep it frozen even. Keep it longer 
than that it would have been frozen or spoiled, 

QoTt would not pay you to buy live meat from the farmers in 

your business ? 

A’ No, T do not know anybody selling cattle in snall/“lots 

round the city. I do not think it is being done. Anyway I 





£3 
1 Opa oy a 





WE 


eottod 4% gilabod aoginndl ont cate bf ,0 edt evad W A 
= Rebate) ged honk aett edad taut ew ents dreaorg q oid de dud _eeitoll 
| “Yasdince wm» tobi 
+ mate inti ial A . 
dat gorle oro bios I iwon gore eno vino eyed 1 -atsog “ol A 
* adoou oy yud yoy ob modw mol 9 | 
| axtoitads ait sort yd I A 
¢ {fe te aden evil uN we ton ‘ob. wt” 9 
admal evif wet # ddguod ovad I 2a a | 

? avtodtads eft mort Lxov «scott tol 9 

pve { .atiodiads oct mott sodtian baa dt0q -, tead vase IA 

i Bueddot bos aveerct edt moxt Leoy end to dnso Teg oaks 

atatog witreroa mott yite aif of anno octw a189 

? adsem evil ynw yud “teven woY 9 

eltiaa evil (as wed octet A 

* tk pubilix toi dete Etost ont ova Woy exogqua I 9 

Beit toy ot ovis! bivow I weld dxiguod T 11 .owo Ya to extol” A: 
Beet Betiws CY om eg iets Muow vedi - dodisds ori ts bolltt i 
QV wot .en tol si oxrote bivew yedT “eiddas oe edd grb 0? ’ 
Aad oltencasss 6 abitix si ova bam th cu ins aah r 


ae on ‘wok to oot ot ae 
ee 


aii +0 ct gee! | ae 
*eagtol St yoo pert 3 


Paes m Oe ‘Toga 


ai 


y 


hes 









ps 
P 
Wa 


hiss A a ee 


oS ey ee | 





ex 2h 
ae 


‘ i f > a 
- : P 
: Nive (oS etter eT #4 
é i <. Sapin Gy act AY 4 
se { 





06] 


have never been approached to buy cattle. 

Q You have to pay the abattoir men whatev er price they ask ? 

A We pay what they are all charging. They fix the price. 

Q Howdo they ‘arrive et the price of dressed meats ? 

A A 7t is fixed according to the price ‘they pay for live 

cattle, The price of dressed meat is rested entirely upon 

the price paid for live cattle. That enables them to fix the ux 

price, Packers handling for the retail trade will kill out 

55 to 85. per cent if the imrket is very low and will bring the 

prices up. "eR ; 

Q Dressed meat will be double the price of live mat 2 

A Yes, about two-thirds of the price of live meat. 

Q ‘You say ‘that they fix it Peo Yousstate that. 

A The abattoir men fix the price to you , and that. 

price would depend. upon the price they would have to/pay 

for their live meat 7 wm youl sug 4 A Yes 

Q Do they not fix the price of live mat too ? 

A I am'not able to judge.2 presume they do. I have ‘had no 

opportunity to find out. I have never been in the market 

to see. 

Q ‘What opposition have the abattoir ten in buying live cattle? 

A ‘Rach abattoir is tie. opposition tothe other 

Q In buying’ these meats from the abattoirs do you find the 

a pretty nearly uiform? jyvyoe, oy te ves 
“Yes There is not very often much difference. 

Q And does it not appear’ to you now from your eintbelie 

that the abattoir»men have power to fix the price to the farmer 

or trader and: to fix the price they charge you and the other | 

retatlers!foir prices wa all « ye 

A That. is: providing that there was a combination anong them, 
Q \nave® they! the: power Ti, ie 





.oftsae wt hedosonigs steed coven evad A 
oes yait ootiy te votaly nem thoitads edd yeqrot evar way D. 
coli oid eit yor? .uniguao (Le ots yordtd ¢adw yay oh AD 
¢ gises beeesth to eobuy odt de evives yord ob woll 9° 
evil ‘ot yaq yort eotrg at of yatbtoom bexitt ef ty ok A! 
nogy ylevitne boteet ef teem besseth to soltq eifT -elttas 
Mg aid xt of malt eoldano tadT velttao evil tok Sieg woliq, ert 6 
duo LEEL LL ebett Lretet edd 10% ant Lined eredont -oodtg © 
ai matxd [fiw bee wol yor ah Seacen edt ti dren req 3B ot BC- 
my qu egoktg 
¥ dsen ovil 16 wines ort eldvob od [Llw Jaen hesaeth 9. 
json evil to eahtg eit ‘to abtidt~owd tuods epeY | A. ; 
tait eiete- wok « of Sh uit yodh daddys wok 2. 
Jact don , voy mp-eokyq eff xt meat shoddads oil. T- 
you ot svar Sivow yor eoliq edd nog baegeb biuow eoktq / 
aor A 0 o> 2 teem evil thes cot 
ood dxew evi to eoktg edd xlt ton -yedt of | 0 
ott Dat eval f .ah yor emmorq L.eghut of elds done DA) - 
dev eS ai moed teven ever LD. ee 
sicico at aera 
folaie evil puiyud mt oon wotdsds wit 1 eosdeatncianeaiaa 
sorito out of minitigocqo aid et utodteds dost A’ , 








362 
A, That is the only way for a combination, to have the power. 
Q rf they do not compete with each other in buying, or compete 
with each other for customers for their meats, can they fix 
tie market both ways ?. 
A. As far as the local market is concerned they can. 
Q You do not know that there is acombination between them ? 
A I do not know. | 
Q There is a uniformity of prices in your dealing with them ? 
A They will find out. from the differnt packing houses what 
the current prices are and if one man is.a quater of @ cent or 
a portion of a ce nt. higher one man will have to come down. 
There have been instances where they have been higher, but it 
would only last a day because the highest man would not get 


_ business. 


Q.. The abattoir , with the exception of veal and lambs, is the 


sole source of supply in your business ? 


) & Yes, like any one else | 


Q . You can always get there every article you'want to fill up 
your stock ? 
A Eaactly 


. Q And even if they charged you a little more than you could 

_ procure an article from the trader or farmer it is better to 

. go to the abattoir men 2 

A -There is nobody else in the business. There is no farmer 

_ who keeps»a supply of beef for the butchers in Winnipeg. 

ce They practically control the supply of the trade in that wayr | 


_ A Yes. (There are other dealers but they use the abattoirs 


asthe, basis of their business. They are separate institutions 


» though their prices are all about the same. 
_Q You refer to such men as pavid Fim ? 


A Yes, and there is M. Galski. I think they likely call it 
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The Northwest Meat company. He gets his Rilling done at one 
of the abattoirs here. 

Q I suppose if you bought your staples such as pork and beef 
from an outsider you might not be able to get the same terms 
as to fancy meats, such as lamb or veal, from the abattoir ? 
A It would be impossible for me to get the same class of goods 
There is nobody carrying the same class or the same selection. 
If I did business with a emaller mn I would hve to put up 
with stuff I did not want ; inferior meats. 

Q How do you fix the prices you charge your customers ? 

A On what we pay for meat. 

Q rs that arranged among the retail butchers themselves ? 

A As far as I am concernsd it is not. I arrange prices with 
nobody. I am not a member of the retail association. I fix 
my prices at what I think will give me a fair profit and that 
is all. | 

Q What would the average price be for a quarter of beef ? 

A We buy by the carcass . At the present time the lowest 
price we have to go on is 8 cents per pound during the present 
month. 

Q What would be the average price at which you wuld sell that 
carcass ? 

A That would vary a great deal to the class of trade a man 
would eater to. I cater to a class of people who biuy one- 
third of the carcass. The best. the balance of the carcass, 
the other two-thirds, > lave to seli it for any old price that 
anybody will give me , ‘that is several cents a pound over what 
.. epye for it. We have naturally a larger demand for good 
cuts. I frequently have to gp to a butcher in the north end 
to et good cuts such as loins of beef and ribs. 
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Q You can hardly tell what would be the receipts on that oar 
cass ? 
A I could hardly give you the figures of what the receipts w 
would be off hand, I just tell you we retail the best pieces 
at double the price what we pay for the carcass, If we pay 6 
cents a pound for the beef we sell it at 12 cents a pound. But 
cutting into steaks cost three to five cents more. a pound. 
Nearly all the fat is shoved into the loin. Vhile it is an 
expensive part to the consumer it is one that gives the Pee 
tailer less profits than the middle class cuts, 

Q It is hard to state what you receive per pound ? 
A I could give you the different cuts. 

Q You do not know what the profit would be that you would make 

on one carcass of beef ? . 
A The ‘profit varies at different times of the year. I have 
had to buy loins this year and pay 16 cents a pound for them, 
from local butchers, not from the packers. I want to cut a 
steak off that . For the best of those cuts would cost me 
actually 20 cents a pound on the scale, and we have to sell 
that at 22 or 25 cents a pound. We have made 2 or 3 cents a 
pound on: the inves ti cent of 20 cents a pound . 
Q There is an impression that the price paid to the butcher 
is altogether out of proportion to the price paid to the farmer 
A Remember that IN South Winnipeg they only use one es of 


the carcass. All the butchers in South Winnipeg sell one-third 
of the carcass at the higher price, and another third at near 


cost and the other third is sold at an average of 2 1/2 cents 
@ pound less than the carcass average. It is funny to figure out 
“because during the summer season (for ardinarily the rougher mut 
cuts would net us about 71/2 cents) the weather is so hot 
“people have no use for that becf, and there has been a time 
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when we could not get 3 cents a pound for it, and have been 
glad to get any price . If it were not for these circumstances 
the consuner's.meat would be brought down to more than one 


half, the present cost. I mean the rough cugts off the best 


cattle. 


QI would like to know what you say as to this : A farmer 
_Sells.a prime animal at say, 5, 6 or 7 cents on foot, prime ; 


another farmer sells a leaner animal at 2 or 3 cents a pound. 
‘They. say that there is no distinction made and one pays 15 or 
20 cents a pound as the case may be for the steak off either 
one of these animals ; loin is loin ? 


A I have never handled that class of cattle ; I have no mar- 


ket for inferior stuff at all. I go to Gordon & Ironside and 


take what I want out of the cooler 
Q. You say that. you are not comected with any association 


nor with any other butcher or butchers as to. the fixing of 


the prices ? ‘ ate aa A No 
Q@ Do you know of any such arrangements ? 


A I just know that.there,is a retail dealers’ association but 
Ido not belong to it 


Q 1 do. not want. to be unduly inquisitive or go into your pri- 
vate, business; but how much capital have you invested in your 


business ?_ 


A ‘Between five and six thcousand dollars. 


-on 


A A Tho end of, Decenber dest, year. ia 
Q What were your profits in the. tag, Far that year to the 
sae December ? bi homie Wwe 
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Q What was the amunt of the sales for last year ? 

A Last year I had two shops for six months and for the 
balance I just had one 

Q How long would it take you to prepare me a statement ? 

Av This afternoon | ; 

Chairman : 

Q You have statedthat you buy some of your choicest cuts 
outside the abattoir ? 

A. From retail butchers 

Q And that you sell part of the balame of the carcass at a 
very low price «? 

A Not of these loins. 

Q A part of the carcass of beef outside of the loin you sell 
cheaper than for 8 cents say 2 

A Yes Four cents , 

Q .That butcher that sells you his loins what do you suppose he 
sells the balance of the carcass for to the surrounding custom 
ers outside ?.The inferior cuts thet are left with the animal 
after he sells you. the loin ° 
A I think that he would get about the cost of the carcass 
for them Ihave never been intimate with that. | 

Q Youwould be lucky if you’ got 11 cents a pound after you 
sold the loin ? 

A I certainly would — 

In:speaking of the price the abattoirs charged you, is 
their price to you pretty tniform, not as between buyers, 
but between one erid of the year and the other ? 

_A About January ‘the lst we were paying 6 1/2 to 7 cents a 
pound , middle of July 10 cents a pound 

Q Do the prices fluctuate to your customers as the prices 
of the abattoir fluctuate to you ? A Yes 
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Q Just before this commission started its enquiry I read that 
the abattoirs raised the price a quarter of a cent a pound all 
at the same time, is it true ? 
A I donot know. I buy principally from one house in the city. 


Mr. Hageart 3» 
Q You have to tender on the Ist of May for the General hospitd 


A Yes. Will it be necessary for me to give the price ? They 


send ai form of tender to fill out.for the stuff they will re- 
quire for twelve months. We give them a price for the year. 
The beef has to be the very best I sell it to them by the car- 
cass and they have their om cold storage. 
Q We have an accountant here and we may ask him to verify 

your statements ? . ! | A. Yes 

Q This is for the last year ? 

A I will give you both, 1905 and 1906, 


WILLIAM A.. COULSON, having been duly sworn, deposed 
as follows to Mr. Haggart : -- 


Q. You live in Winnipeg ? Yes 
Q “And you are the sectetary of the Retail Merchants asso- 


. ciation ? | | A. Yes 
Q: And there is a branch of that. association called the 
Butchers’ association ? 

A It sis a section of our association. 


Q What is your official capacity there ? . 
A Handling the different sections of our association. The 
Retail Butchers is one section. 


Q Is the Retail Merchants association an incorporation ? 
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A It is a part... The incorporatéd body is the Dominion 

Retail Mercha nts' Association of ganada. 

Q Are you an officer of that institution ? 

A I am representing that body in Wimipeg. 1 am the secre- 

tary of the Retail. Merchants association of Western ganada---- 

that is our title. 3 | ote 

Q And the secretary of the Retail Butchers ? 

A No, they have: their om secretary 

Q Who is «the secretary ? . 

A My. Lowman.» ve takes the minutes of th meetings and 

turn them over to me 

Q What are the objects of the Retail Butchers’ Association ? 

A The protection of trade in the way of credit and other 

matters. . 7 | 

Q They have no bylaws ? 

A Yes, I have a copy. 

Q Will you produce them: ? A Yes 
Witness produces copy of the Retail Butchers Section's 

Bylaws. | 

Q Where’are the originals of which this is a a a 

A’ That is the original. 0h, yes, there is another copy showing 

that it is signed by the president. \The minutes, contain and 

show that these are the en The original is contained in . 

the minutes. fiees shal) no | 

sum 7 Witness eek the Minute s of the Retail Butea 


A T mow geoxbow. ond I know positive) 
Q Do you attend the Lalli’ 2 woe fy 
A’ Regualrly. wie veatall bwichrs of 


this sagecietion F 


A Poaltively no. 
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Q And as to the prices that are charged the public, has any 
action ever been taken by the association ? 
A Never brought up. We will not have it there. That is, the 
reason why I attend. It is simply for the collection of debts 
and local ogiskyation, special legislation, city legislation 
‘dominion legislation, and such as buying in quantities, the 
different sections together, such as buying paper. A dozen orse 
butchers will want meat slicers. I will pay for them and dis- 
tribute them. Any thing that will tend to reduce expense. It is 
practically securing a agency and forfeiting the agent's 
commission to the retailcer. 


'Q You say that the question of the price of meats is never 


brought 2 

A Never. 

Chairman : 

Q Why not the price of meat ? 

A tt is there to ) pratect itaeif by ngt raising prices. 

Mr . Hageart : 

Q If some butcher is making a cut, if he should advertise the 
cut in price, would not some action be taken by the association 
A No, we take no action whatever on any kind of price 

Q There is nothing in these bylaws with reference to prices ° 
A No Po 

9 Fron your position as secretary ie. you a of any undor stan 
ding be tween the different member s of the association outside 
of the bylaws, that theprices shall not be less than a certain 
‘sum r 

A I know of none and I now positively that there is none. 

Q If there is any combine or trust in this business it does 
det nailed, anotig the votail butelers of Wirmipeg who belong to 
this association ? pe ae: 


i A Positively no. 
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You know that as a fact ? 
‘I imow that as a fact. 
If such exists it is in some other part of the trade ? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A It is cortainly not in the retail trade. 
Q You attend all the mee tings +. 

AT think I have missed one 

Q Do ‘you know much about the butchers? trade technically POUT 
self ? 

A I cannot say that rT do 

Q You never were engaged in the business ¢ 


A My people were. 


GRORGE MOODY, hay ing been ak swon, deposed as follows 
a UR. HAGGART : 


q- You are a bute her do ingbusine ss on Main steoct ? 
A ‘Yes, I have been in t Peat canine as, in that ee a boMe 
two and a half years. if . 

You run just one chop ? ? 


Just one 


Yes 

) You heard what the last witness said that there was no 
understanding or agreonent as to the fixingof prices ? 
AC I Imnow ‘thet there ‘is no under standing among the retail 
butchers to fix prices es > ? 
Q How do oo aie aed ase ? | 
A 1 fix it according & to the erage I have to pay the wholesale. 
Q. So that it will realize you a certain profit ? 


Bt Wee Le Pye bull Oi UP GR TP | 


i Yes, bys at sonetine s does: not. 


Q 

A 
Q it You are a member of the Retail Butchers association ? : 
~ 

Q 
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Q You have to accoumt for bad debts ? 

A I have a lot to account for 

Q And they cut into your profits 2 

‘A They @id when I was young at the business, but I do a strict 
dy cash business now. 
Q From ‘whom do you buy your meats 2 

A Mostly Gordon & Ironside. 

Q You ‘have to pay them their price ? A Yes 

Q You do not buy anything from any other abattoir men ? 

A ‘Oli, yos, iquite a bit. 

Q You buy the staples from Gordon & Ironside 2 

A When I want any thing J always buy from Gordon & Ironside, 
when I gee that I really need it round the shop. But if my 
other abattoir man comes along and offers a bargain I take it 
Q Row do you find the: prices charged by the different abattoir 
‘ten, fairly uniform ? 
‘A For°fist class stuff prices are very uniform, but for » 
inferior ‘stuff they vary. 

Q One is perhaps a little over-stocked 2 

‘AY Yes. ‘That is one reason why. ‘Probably they buy it cheaper 
ovat wae ithetedd.of your last financial year ? 

A The lasteof:the year « 

Q What was your turn over ? 

A Between $3500, and $4000 amonth. 

“Yot & not know what the total turn over was for the year ? 
‘A It runs somewhere in the eT ‘of Fort thousand 
dollars gannet out farmers’ pact te advertage. 1 
~Q Do you sell: some vegetables 2 Ano tie pA pYes 

‘Qu But tat is the bulk of your business ? 
JA Yes: Vegotables,;» butter’ and eges. I do not g into it al- 
 ecednil I eer them for the convenience of ay customers, 
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Q What is your profit ? 
A I carmmot just tell you at the moment 
Q Give me an idea ? : 
A I cangot very well without books. I lost quite a but at the 
beginning by bad debts. 
Q You tried to make up since 2 A Yes 
Q Did you ever have a statement of the result of the year's 
business prepared ? fe 
A Yes, I have a statement 
Q Will you let m have a copy offit 
A Yes, do you mean my Gurn-over, ete ? ; 
Q Turn-over, profits, loss, expenses---results, of tiie year’ s 
business ? 
A Yes 


Q You knew of no canbine or arrangement te keep up the prices 


S 


or to fix the prices ? Li A No 

Q And what is your opinion as to there being one among the 
wholesalers ? | ! 

A I cannot vory well pass an opinion on that. I do not know 
how the abattoirs buy from the stock yards. T do not know how 
they get their stuff, . 


Q Do you ever get stuff at any place atlee than the abattoirs? 


A I buy nearly all my veal from the famers De 
Q What do wou say as to farmers’ beef severed re abattoir 
boot ? hs tie, 
A I would rather pay a ae a pound inor'e "ae the ata ttoir } 
beef. You cannot cut farmers’ beef to advantage. They have 
not got, the places for killing beef. Another thing about. the 
farmers: ‘they. do not quarter it right. 

Q These are all drawbacks 
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A Yes, and there are very few farmers who bring in their stuff 
clean. 
Q You never buy live meat ? | 
A Sometimes Ido. and I send it to the amttoir to get it killd 
That is quite satisfactory. 
Q You can buy it cheaper that way than through the améttoir 
men ? 
Q Sometimes get a snap. Not very often. Farmers know pretty 
well the price of stuff. 
Q You do not do, them up very often ? 
A I-do.not go at them to do them up. He is sawtimes better 
able to look after his owm side than we are. 
Q You never buy a car load of staff ? A. Ne 
Q If there is.a combine and you are not a party it would he 
against your interests ? ur A..Yes 
Q. Gan you give us any information that would assist the com- 
missioners ; any thing that you think should be redvessed in 
the mat business ? 
A T have.been comparing the price of meat here with the 
prices.in)\‘the,east,.. The prices here are practically the same. 
There is very little diffvermee. The.only thing in which 
I finda difference is mutton. They have been paying 10 cents 
, the Toronto butchers told me.they pay that by the carcass, 
Here we pay 12.1/2,and.15 cents a,pound. Nearly all. the 
mutton is imported from the east and west... There is not nearly 
enough mutton in. this country to supply the demand, so thay ££ 
wa have to ship it, and it costs 2 lot to ship it and it is very 
dear all over the country. ! 
Q You say the prices in Ontario are the sane, do you refer 

|. to, the wholesale or retail.?,. 

Bi A Retail... , haya jeksd we ths 
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Q . And how about the whdlesale ? 

A Top stuff down there is as dear | as here. if not a little 
dearer, That is first class beef I am talking about. 

Q You are dom on the corner of Henry avenue and Main street ? 
A Yes 

Q Your customer's are not in the same class as Charrest's and 
Coates’ ? | 

A ALioge ther different 

Q They say one of the causes of the dearness of roasts is 

that thir customers require the best and that they have great 
difficulty in getting rid of the coarsor part ? 

A The first year I was down there I had no difficulty in 
getting rid of my rough cuts. But tle trade seems to be changiq 


4 


ing I know my trade is altogether different from what it was 


~~ 


then. I have to buy hind quarters. Now I do not send my loins 
to Charrest & : Bartram like I used to. 
0 The busines then is cleaner and more satisfactory when you 
sell the rough parts ? 
A That is the only way you can make money . ‘You cannot make 
money selling only the good stuff. You have got to sell it. 
There is always a demand for the good stuff. 
Chairman : 
Q These large dealers in their relations to the buyers send 
out cireulers. saying the price they will pay ; is there any 
systant whereby the retail men communicate with you as to the 
prices at different times you can buy from them ? 
K's only way we have of finding out is to go to the 
telephone. fee i ee 
Q° You. say that there is no money in se ting the choice cuts ? 
A, The ‘bro fit is in the rough cuts. z | 
_ Q The retailers have told us that they have to s ell their 
Mies ynipe ronal motes ot then, 
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7 
choice Hs because their whole profit is on them and they have 
to sacrifice their rough cuts ; how do you reconcile that ? 
Yourevidence is different ? 
A I am’in'a different position, My trade is in the north end 
and they are a poorer class of people They. camot afford to use 
the expensive cuts. But I believe that ‘the trade is changing 
around. The people now wa nt more good cuts. I haye to buy 
extra good cuts now 
Q What would be the average price that you would sell a carcas 
for ? Estimating the prices at which you retail it at ? 
Ae. + bought a carcass of meat at S cents a pound I would 
sell it at 9 cents | 
Q How much would 4 you sell at jess than 8 cants a pound ? 
A Necks, franks, shanks. 
Q Would the whole carcass less the loins average 1] cents a 
pound ? A No, 
Mr Middleton | a 
Q ‘Can you explain how it is that you . business ? 
A Idoa cash business, with the exception of a few hotels’ 
weekly accounts. Re staurants pay cash I keep no books, 
Q Would nob that system save the butchers a lot of expense 
and trouble 2 eos i 
A Yes, that is ‘the only way to do business oi ny experience 
within the last year 
Q It. is odd for customrs sf a uasipar aan my ees to pag 
cash ee Ls 
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Q I find in the minutes of the association an entry with re- 
gard to a public abattoir, you have naa touching upocn cn that : 
it has been discussed ? 
A yes, it has been discussed, 
Chairman : , , 
Q Did you read Mr Lauzon's evidence ? 
A Yes 
Q He proposes a mmicipal abattoir union stock yards and a 
public market. How would that affect your business ? Suppose 
you sould buy any class of cattle, and there were regular 
scheduled stock trains, public slaughter-houses, ete ? 
A I have seen it worked. . 
Q Kindly give us briefly your opinion on it ? 
A I have shipped cattle to Montreal for two or three years 
from Perth and KeeXemptville. We used to unload cattle at 
the d\P.h yards, stock yards. And feed them over Sunday. 
Drive them on Monday morning to a pen in the public stock 
yards and sell them one by one and when a butcher bought it he 
had it killed for I think 50 cents, and he took everything 
away with him As far as I am emcerned conditions here would 
be improved, but I do not see how it would improve the 
majority of the butchers. 
Q You went with cattle to sell ? | fh Yes 


q Did you find ‘that ‘i was a sort of safety valve from any 


combination of mn 2 

A Well, ‘if we ‘oould not sell y we » would hold ‘them over itt the 
next market day . 

Mr. Hageart : You discussed statis yourself as ‘rhea buteher s 


; the advantages of haying public abattoirs 2 A Yes 


You must have regognized the affact that the rosent abat- 
men. some advan that they should not 0? 
butchers as a whe 1s did. 


t the present abattoir men had acinch? A Yes. 
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Q. At meetings held by the Retail Butchers’ section the 
following motions were passed 3 -- 


. Winnipeg, Feby 25 1907 
3 "After considerable discussion regarding the price of 
; live stock and the prices charged us by the abbatoir it was 
moved by Mr. Todd, seconded by Mr. Moodie that this association 
| petition the council te build an abattoir for the advantage ef 
this section of this Association te relieve us from the present 
disadvantage which we are under in being compelled practically 
to deal with tha, local abatteirs and to have all meats pro~ 
 perly inspected. 


"Carried." 





* Wimipeg, April 9, 1907 | 
| "The Abattoir Committee reported that they had heard — 
from Montreal in effect that the Montreal Abattoirs were owned | 
exclusively by private parties and not by the City, but that 
the City of Montreal, has a bylaw in force which controlled — 
the Abatteirs, notas we were informed by Mr Weay Hat the 
~ City owmed and controlled them and not having heard from the 


01d Country the report of progress was made." 


| to ater then April the 9th this year your abattoir 
i he comsittes roported that it had heard from Montreal to the above 
: effect. Acoordingthis the inference would be that they are. — 
0) owed by private parties controlled by the city. At another 
a mooting it was moved that ‘the association petition the “council 
| for reliet from the prosent disadvantage. You were suffering, 
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Q You were really obliged to buy the bulk of your stock 


from the present abattoirs for such prices as they like to 


charge ? 
A I would not like to answer 

Q Did it appear to you and theother butchers that there was 
really no xwoxbinakien competition between the present abattoir 
ment 

A Wo it did not appear 

Q What was the relit¢ you were to get ? 

@ There was considerable discussion in our mectings with re- 
gard to the Jews, you understand, and some of the butchers obge@ 
jected. Gne Jew was selling his stuff a little cheaper at what 
one person else was selling. This Jew was killing his beef 

at an abattoir to which sane of the Jews objected. I do not 
know their whole objections. 

a. Was it on account of sanitary conditions ? , 

A. Oh, no. Some of these fellows objected to buying from him 
on that reason. I asked them was it reasonable that because a 
man killed his stuff at a certain abattoir and brought it out 
in just as good shape, was it reasonable if you could get it 
one cent cheaper. The only way, I sid, was to get a public 
abattoir. I think it was inferior, beef he sold one cent a 
pound cheaper. 

Q What objection hed they to this abattoir ? Did they not want 
him to make money nor to.do business ? 

A There was an abattoir in.towm here that was going into the 
retail business, and they were selling stuff cheaper than what 
the retail merchants thought was right. I suppose they thought 
that in dealing with the Jew they were helping the abatobatr 

out too. 
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Q There was some feeling between the butchers and these abat- 
toir uen with retail stores ? se 
A Yes, they would not buy from him, this Jew was killing at 
his place. | 

Does not that savour of a boycott ? Oy dake 

You were willing to let the Jew kill where he liked ? 

Yes — . | . 

But the balance of then wanted to punish him ? 

No, it was just a discussion between two or three of us 
} rt was not a solem dsiiheration between butchers in counciP 

No , but I brought the motion up and explained that that was t 
the only way they coudd get from buying from the Jew. 


me O Ff O FP ©: 


a) You thought a public abattoir would be the proper thing ? 

A Yes 

Q Ts the Montreal abattoir owned by a sta aha corporation 
and controlled by city bylaws ? 

Mr. Coulson : Yes. } 

Q Since you took part in that discussion and moved or secon- 
ded these resolutions what was the nature of this public abat~ 
toir that was advocated 2 

Ad explained the reason 

Q But as to the kind of abattoir established by the govern- 
ment or the city 2 

A : dia not have any in ny pina: no ‘particular kind, I just 
mentioned a public abattoir. 

Q I think the se present, abattoirs | are open to the pele ? 

A They are not, controlled by the a ty ; | 

Q Thon what civic legialation or ‘legislation by the local 
house here would you recommend with ‘reference ‘to the abhttoirs? 
3 1.4 do n not. think T am pasted, mall ranugh to pass an opinion. 
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Q Would it be fair for the city, for the government, or for ty 
the public to enter into competition with these wholesalers 
in a business of that kind ? 
A If the scope was large enough I should think it would be. I 
do not know whether it is. 
Q These men have to make a certain profit, would it be feir fo 
the governzent or the city to enter into a business of that 
kind ? 
A Ttis a little bit too big for me. 
Chairman ; 
Q An abattoir not to go into competition but to relieve the 
situation ? 
A I have not thought it out. We just ept into that discus- 
sion and I told them*what would relieve the situation that 
they were kicking about. 
en Pet in does retail as well as thoidelite Y A Yes 
Q He told us he was fined tox every week and was suffering 
great hardships ? 
A I do not kmow anything about the man. 
0 As to the value of meat killed at a well regulated abattoir 
Awould it be of the same value as that killed at an ee 
slaughter-house ? 
RT would rather pay a quaxter af a cent a pod more to ate 
it chilled properly, otc. 
Q Does the inspector call on you ?- 
A "Yes, he comss in andlooks round and walks out again. 
I suppose he is looking for unsanitary meat, 
Q Would it not be better to ae an Havhs t pe ait during 
the killing 2 
A They would have to get ial inspectors, 
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Q Where ar animal has been killed: and: there has been @ tumour 
cut off, nobody knows any thing about it ? Should meat like that 
be passed’ in that way ? 
A T do not know the effect it would have on the beef 
Q Do you riot think that it would be a good) thing for an in- 
spectar to be at the killing ? 
A het is the place to detect any disease 
Q Anyfperson can detect tainted meat ? 
A Yes, that is what the inspectors are for 
Q And if there was any original defect in the meat they are 
no good 2 A Yes 
Q You would recommend a better inspec tion for your own in- 
terests and that of the general public ? ~ 
A 1 do not believe that they would kill beef that was not ASA 
for consumption. © 
Q The public going into the’ shop:would it not be to the 
benefit of the shop for the public to’ know that no wrong ineat 
could go into that shop, even though it should add to the 
“price of it > - ‘ 
“A Y's’ but I do not ‘see how it would add to the price of it 
Chairman °: ver 
“Q The minutes of the Retail Butcher's’ séction of February 
the 25th. state that these’ men ‘are obliged to buy from the abat 
to ir men. A certain Jew was slaughtering at a certain abat- 
“toir and ‘he? was sélling meat at a cent a pound less: than the 
abattoir men would sell and the abattoir men said do not sell 
“to that Jew #3 PNPM Ss, SRT AR yh AMR aS GEIS he 
Mr. “Faggart: : ‘This Jew was aughter ing at an abattoir that 
_ was “non ‘persona grata to the retail men. These abattoir men 
“had L eertain retail stores in tho city. “They said "We will not 
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buy from you because you are getting from an abattoir that we 
object to. " 

A We objected to buying from this particular Jew. I said I 
would not buy from him and they wouldnot, although he said he 
would sell cheaper, and I said that the only way to relieve 

the situation was to have a public abattoir. 

Q You emsidered that it was in the interests of the retailers 
not to encourage the wholesalers in injuring your business 

or in interfering with your business ? 

A Otherwise, I would not have talked the way I did 


PETER COUTURE, having been duly sworn, deposed as follows 
TO MR. HAGGART ; 


You are doing business in Wimipeg ? 

yes, at 373 MeDermot avenue. 

And you have been doing business for years in Winnipeg ? 
Yes 

For how long 2 ? 

About 9 years, I guess. about that 

Where do you buy your meat ? 

From all the abattoirs ad from the farmers, some it, 
The live meat you buy from the farmers ? 


PO Fr © - 2 > DO. ©. 


Very soldom buy anything on foot, it is chiefly dead meat, 
calves, lamb, mutton, pigs, sometimes mostly dressed. I do not 
believe I have had a bullock of beef froma farmer for quite a 
while back. While I was in St. Boniface, I had my om elaugh- 
tor-house, but not since in this city. 


Q Why did you give up. buying live meat ? 
A It took so much time to run out into the country. 
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You do a pretty large business ? 

Not very large | 

What is your turn-over, month or year ? 
Turn-over $4000 a month. 

You turn over about $50,000 in a year ? 

Hardly that. Tt is quieter in the winter tim, 


QO Ff O FP OQ fF Oo, 


Do you make a statement of your business at the end of the 
year? 

A No, we are always in the whole. We do not keep books the 
way they should be kept. We just make rough statements. 


ad 


Q rave you a partner in the business ? A No 

Q You have to« pay the abattoirs the prices they ask ? 

A Yes 

Q How do they fix prices 2 

A Travellers coie round or I telephone. 

Q Do you fix the price the abattoir sells to you ? 

A Wo 

Q The hotel men and boarding houses and people that get large 
quantities get a cut ° A Yes 


Q Do you make these prices after the matter with the other 
butchers 2 
A No, when meat goes up every butcher starts to rise, 
Q What sends it up ? 
A. The price we pay | . ) 
Q They can make or lower the price here at their ow sweet 
will ?- | 
A I suppose ; they d& not ask me. : 
x Q Even when cattle are cheap in the country they may raise 
the price in theci ty ? ‘ 
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A Ido not think they would. 

Q Is there mything to prevent them ? A No 

Q Do you think that there is any cogmbine among these men ? 
A I would not like to say. I donot mow. I am not inixed up 
with them. 

Q if Dae was it would hurt you ? 

A I hear complaints from the farmers. 

Q ‘You never complained that they got a little more nake~ 
off from the retail butchers than was necessary ? 

A I might have, but not publicly, I don't think. 


AT THIS STAGE OF THE PROCEEDINGS the Comcissioners 
adjourned until the following moming, Wedne sday , August 
the Fourteenth, 1967, when the enquiry was resumed . 


WILLIAM. COATES recalled 
TQ MR; HAGGART ;: -~ 


Q. You have made up @ statement of the re sults of your 
business for last year ending at what date ? 

A The 3lst day of December 1906, That, of course, is the 
statement of the one store on Portage avenue. For six months 
of last year from January the lst to June the 30th. »l had a 
store also on Osborne street I sold that on the 1st of July. 
I haye given you the statement of the one store. I will bring 
‘the statement of the other Store if needed, This is the prin- 
cipal store, 

Q Dia you make thigup yourself Ur Coates eg aie Yos 

Q You are more or less of a bookkeeper yourself ? A Yes 

Q And in that store for that year you hada turn over of 
Twenty-five thousand odd dollars ts 
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A These are the purchases for the year. 
Q And those purchases realized $31,360 ? A Yes 
Q So that when you take out the expenses (general), stable 
expenses, rent, heat, salaries, there was left only a profit 
of $884.54 
A Yes, that is without my own account of $1200 a year, $100 a 
month, salary and merchandize. 
Mir. Coaters financial statement produced and marked 
as Exhibit "B". 
Q° You will also give Mr. Wilkes facilities for yorifying 
that 2 | 
A Oh, certainly 
Chairman : 
Q What would the stock at this period compare with the stock 
at the time it closed ? 
A Hunded dollars less. 
Q Why f | 
A rh was simply a matter of making a display in the shop 
at Christmas. We let them hang. This year weslarted to cut 
them up right away 
Mr. Haggart : 
Q That shows a profit of 2 per cent ? 
A A profit of 2.70 per cent. There was more capital in in 
1965 than in 190, Rene we eee of one store and conse ~ 
quently drew it out. 
Q You have been very frank in elvigg us a statement of your 
business. We only want what is pertinent to the enquiry. 
Have you been thinking over anything in your business that 
bears hardly upon you ; is there any thing that bye think ought 
to be redressed 2? | 
A TI cannot think of anything just now. 
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Q You are not making excessive profits ? A No 
Q You are practically making a living ? 
A Just making a living ; I believe I can make just as much or 
a little more on salary . 
Q What is it that prevents you from making more ? 
A- In my particular case it is not being able to get good 
prices for the rougher cuts of meats. THE CHAIRMAN : 
Q Does this item include $500 2 | 
A $500 cash and the rest deducted from the profits as 
merchandize. 
Mr. Hageart : 
Q You say that you camot dispose of the rougher portion of 
the meats to the same advantage ? A. Yes 
Q I suppose if the abattoir men would sell to you cheaper it - 
would give you a better chance ? 
A We have to pay their price as stipulated 
Q You do not know whether they are fair 2 
A I think the beef is about as fair as it can be put to the 
local trade. I think the price of the beef is not too great. 
Q You are pretty familiar with all branches of the business ? 
A. Yes 
Q _And you know the charges that are made against the meat 
business, the charge are against a trust or combine 2 
Porsonal ly I do not think it exists at all. 
If it exists it would be-bad for you in your busine ss ° 
Tt. would. 
You would be really working for some others ? 


=e O Ff OO. > 


To some extent in the interests of the packers if they were 
in a combine ofthat kind. 
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587, 
Chairman : 
Q You have 2.76 % net profits. I made it 3.40 per cent ? 


A I make it on the sales. I always figure on sales. 
Q The percentage of profit you get is on -the price you get ? 


A iad bantiedly 

Q. You really make 8 per cent or 5 per cent more profit than 
Charrest & Bantram ? Do I undcer stand that you either in 
produce or cash drew from your business $1200 over and above 
this $884. . 2 
A Mo, it would be the difference between the $500 and the 
one The produce is deducted from the profits of the 
Merchandize account. Persnally in speaking on profits, on 
turn over I figure on the total amount of the sales. The 


profit remains just the same noo matter how you figure. 


JOHN GUEST, having been duly sworn, deposed as follows 
TO MR, HAGGART : — | 
Q You are the mana ger of the meat department of the T.Eaton 
company in this oity ? | | : A Yes 
How long have | yourbeen the amanager ? 
Just a little over a year in Wirmipeg 
‘You commence d the me at business here for them 2 
, In Winnipeg, no. | . 
You. have had a year? 8 experience tales ? A Yes 
Do y you comne from Toronto i‘ | Rs 
_Yos, and took charge of tlat department 
ea do you,procure your meats ?_ 
ALP From | the abattoirs principally | 
ee , Any particular | one Fi 5: 
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Q Which two? 
A. Gordon & Ironside and J.Y.criffin a 
a”  Q Do you buy live meat ? . o 1 OF A No~ 
a } Q Andel suppose you try to buy as cheap as you can ?~ 
x A Yes. That°is our object ; we are buyigie in large quantities 
Q And I-suppose in buying in large quantities you get cuts i 
: z 


Ase | prices that the smaller purchaser cannot gst ? 

A Sometimes we do and somtimes we do not think we do. 

ie We never make enquiries as to what the others pay for meat. 

P Q: You do not make opie § as to what other people pay 2 

ir A. No. 

Q ‘You buy a large quantity ? | . A Yes. 

‘a Q And it is delivered to you from day to day ? 

A Yes, whatever we want 

| Q Have you any written contract with them as to the: ‘price: you 
shall give - i | A No 

| Q No agreement 2 | | z A No 






Q: 1s there an rid ae as to the price for the better 
class of meat from tim to time ? oC 
A We do not buy anything but the very best meat. I gp down t 
the abattoirs myself and pick out what I want 
price and if I think it is hich I tell them so. 
of dhed boy oat over avd ahove th we 
wu That refers to all kinds of mats + oe ks Yee een 
rf ]® And you pay from day to day ? | 

‘iy ee account, 15 or — 50 oe | 
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“6. Your business is Siieing tae 2 A Yes 
Q ‘How do you regulate your price to the consumer ? 
A We generally cut it up and average it on a ‘Poreontage on 


“bullock. 3 
1m What oe: do you consider a fair Reese ? 


| impossible do it this summer . We could not make ic 
~G You aim to sell cheaper than the ordinary butchers 2 
A We do. On some cuts we’ do. 


cs The cuts you sell at the same prices as the races but 


care the choice cuts ? 


A yes, there is no room to make any cut there rT am. erry te f 
Q Is not 22 % high ? | | 


ee Not when you take 20 per cent to pay expenses. “Take the 


; delivery, paper, men, heat, Light and everything else ‘into 


consideration. 


‘ 


re, ou would only have after paying salaries, etc. how much, x 
; A About 2 per cent profit. That is all and | we have not h 
that within the last six months.% 

| 2g. Now, hen these retail butcher s here show us that ‘ey 

i t ae gross profit of from 20 to 25 per cent , then you would, : 
: that. that was not much more than a fairly profitable living | 


on ks oF 
an 


_charge for moat over and above the cost ? 


i A Wo, At is not too much. 


rs 5 


Be a. You are. a ‘butcher hy trade ‘ 
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| A No 

Q It would not pay you to sell for less ? A No 
Q Then the butcher business is not the most profitable busines 
of your department store ? ~ ook ae 
A It is not | | Sy 
Q “Ee suppose it is kept more for the convenience of your cuss 
tomers than for the money that is in it ? 
A Yes, they do not pretend to make much money. We find that ve en 
have a great deal of trouble in getting rid of the coarser — he 
cuts. We buy twelve cattle and we have to buy 18 to 20 hind — ‘ 
quarters, and we therefore cannot make to much profit on a 
Q What is the difference cba the front and the hind | 
‘qhatters:? as ute Fias 4 . orty 
A We pay 8 cents a pound for the fore quarter and 10 cents fe 
the hind, 2 cents difforence. There are 2 cents difference e 


way. For ‘the earcass we pay 8 cents a pound. Hind quarter 
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You.do not propose to establish a abattoir of your ow ? 
Not up to date. 
That is the only souree ? 


2 - © 


A. Yes. I am not prepared to buy from the farmers. They never 
kill their best cattle in the first place. nd then they do 
not handle the meat right in the second place. It is not cut 
up right.and it dees not keep as well We buy hogs, calves and 
lambs from the farmers. 

Q There is nothing to prevent the abattoir men from charging 
whatever price thhy like to butchers doing such a business as 
you are doing ? | 

A If I find one is too high I do not have toa bouy. I go to 
another. He has to sell to you next week or cut dow his price 
Q. Does it appear to you that there is m understand ing 

among them as to fixing prices ? 

A I can safely say that I never thought that there was a 
combine. I find that they are all keenly after our trade. 
There must be a fair competition between them? I found 

that ever since I came tco Wimipeg. 

Q With all your experience of being manager of that large 
mat business you should understand it pretty well. yt is 
charged by the public and by the newspapers that the price at 
which the producer sells is mekngyther oe to the 
price you have to pay 7 

A..The only suggestion is for aia to come behind the 
counter and let him sell it if he will. I mean to say that if 
you cut up a front, quarter of beef one customer will be will- 
ing ‘to take nothing but a rib roast. You will have a hard time 
to, get rid.of the rest. Shoulder roasts and chuck roasts are 
a good deal the heaviest and we have to let then go cheaper 
to got rid of it. 
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Q Practically at cost ? 
A Yes, and sometimes less than at cost. 
Q And it is an advertisement, sometimes you sell them at cost 
instead of paying for printer’ sink , it is an advertisement ? 
A Yes 
Q So you think that the cost of mat to the consumer is not 
unreasonable . 
A I do not think it is unreasonable. In fact I think our price 
are a good deal cheaper than in some cities. in the States, 
You camot get a porter house steak under 28 cents or 30 cents 
and they will not trim it. We trim it. 
Q What is their price on foot ? 
A I do not Inow, but they are paying 9 1/4 same as we were 


- paying for the carcass. They were also getting 18 cents for 


rib roasts. We gan only get 15 and 16 cents a pound 

Q Yau came from Toronto ? A Yes 

Q How do the Toronto retail prices compare with here ? 

A I think just now they are just about the sane. We were a 

little lower a month ago in steak and so on ; now we are on 

the same footing. 

Q Do you now how cattle on ‘foot compare in Toronto and 

Wimipes 9 

A No, I have not followed that up. 

Q It has been suggested to us by cattle dealers that if there 

was a public abattoir here it might control these abattoir men 
, it they wore ‘inolined to Oe a little greody, have you 

ever thought of ‘that 2 

A I do not Hiink thet Lt would gute me T pede at de 

vent, out to buy a carload of cattle I would have to take the 


“good and bad together. I would have + can} difficult in taking 
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out the choice stuff. As it is I am to pick out the very best 
and have no trouble... 
Qo It is advantageous to the retailer to be able to sort up 
his purchases ? 
A Yes, there is no substitute for the abattoir in that res- 
pect. They have no public abattoir in Mentxaxk Toronto. , 
The butchers there deal as they do here. Therevare a great mary 
more smaller houses than there are here, just a little outside 
They deal there the same way as we do here. The conditions are 
practically the same as they are here. Only more abattoirs and 
some smaller ones. 
Q. And I suppose you have shippers from oltside tows ? 
A ‘Yes; farmers come in 3 times a week with beef and pork, 
Butchers very seldom by from the farmers even round Toronto. 
Q The city of Toronto does not operate an abattoir ? 
A. No. © But a-man’can take animals down to the abattoir and 
have the killed the same as here. 
Q Do you know of any agreement, arrangement or understanding 
between the retailers as to price they should charge for any 
class. of meat? | , A» No»: 
Q) ‘And you donot Imow of any arrangement whetween the 
@battoir men 2 pis 
‘No I have always*found the abattoir men fair. 

You do not know anything about buying: chhle ? 
“No, I have nevér had anything to do with“at al2 

You know'the object of. this enquiry ? A Yes 
It is to find out if there is something which prevents the 
consumer from atl beef cheap. Can you ae us any 
_ pointers ? — Kime fier tetnted aeat SE) wunce 
he pahaely es the es educated to by fore quarter beef. 
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Chairman : 

Q A tutcher told + us. yesterday he makes’ his profits om rough 
cuts ? 

A Then he has a trade for that. which carries it off. There 
are probably only two of those butcher s that earry off the rouh 
cuts. 

Q I meta gentleman yesterday. He said there was quite a 
spread between the prices to the consumer here and in Toronte 
at the present time, 

Al camot say what prices they are charging there at the 
present time. I see by the papers occasionally that they are 
charging 15 or 16 cents a pound for round, 20 cents a pound 
for sirloin. This was a month ago, and 24 cénts a pound for 
porter-house, and shoulder roast 1@ cents a pound. [t may be 
lower now. 

Q Is there any proposition by the T:Eaton company to build 
an abattoir here? 

AvwTchave never heard of i of that kind 

Mr. Haggart. : 

Q. You have heard of the combination of the city abattoirs, 
would it benefit your ‘business ? | 

A. No... I prefer buying at the abattoir where I can pick out my — 
‘stuff. There are no badly ‘bruised cattle thers. You might get 
one, or two.of those.in a car which you could not sell for 2 
cents a pound. The abattoir men have to sell that the best 
way they Gan. a bu 7 wy | 

Q The inspector calls round to see you occasionally ? 

A Yes». bh ad a bigs, re 

(Q  He. sha St thee et ies meat I. suppose e 

‘vie Yes 

Q Is it not far more important to have an inspector present 
at the time the beast is being killed ? 
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A Yes, they have them in the large abattoirs in the States 
Q That is,.men who can detect disease ? A Yes 
Q Would it not be a very good thing from an administrative 
point of view to have an inspection of all animals, to have the 
certificate of such inspector to accanpany every carcass ? 
A Yes | 
Q And people would Willingly pay a trifle or fraction more to 
have it warranted ? 
A Yes, not only that it would satiny the public mind that 
every thing that was killed was pure and heal thy, 
Q The Jews have an expert.of that kind ? 
A ‘Yes, he examines them when they are inocked down. 
Q You think that that would be a good idea ? 
A I think SO, 
Mr. Midd tleton.: 


Q Explain a little more this objection to the public abattoir ; 


Your objection is that you do not want. to take @ chance on 
damaged cattle ? 

A I think myself that it eed) make the price of mat higher 
still if we had to take chances on that. 

Q If you buy cattle direct from the producer uid get it 
slaughtered at the abattoir could you not sell cheaper ? 


re Yo, I do not think I. would. Not if I had to take a car load 


just as it was and no farmer will allow you to pick out. his 
best cattle, | 

Q If ae. had a public, market you would not have to tee a 
full car load + | 

A I have not ‘thought, ex a public market. : For : my part 

T om perfectly. satisfied with the conditions for buying 
now. ‘ 
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5 ! . HENRY A, MULLINS, having been duly sworn, deposed ve ae 
sas follows te | | 
| TO MR. HAGGART : -- 
er Q You are a cattle dealer residing in Winnipeg 2 
A Lan. 2 | | i? 
Q Just explain briefly to the commissioners the nature and ‘ ya 
character of the business you carry on ? i “ 
A For the last 30 years I have been in the cattle trade. ee 
: Rox the last 3 or 4 years I was buying and exporting. For the | 
last. few years I have been inaugurating a commission business, — “ 
the first in the west. 1 saw an dpening. Fa armers and many 
others asked for a comission house to start; and I dropped 
buying. I could. nots do both. I could not hold up the market ! 
and bg.a buyer. If I was waz a. buyer I could not work in al 
interests of the consignor. From the first year we had aa oe 
couragement. Last year I handled between 14,600 and 15,000 
for the Knight Sugar company, Raymond, Alta. ,Spencer, Wx New 
Waldron, Medicine Hat Ranching company, Huckvale & Hopper, ite mf 
Medicine Hat, C. Macarthur, Raymond, Blldridge Brothers, 
ranchers, Salt Lake City, Utah, they have a ranch in Alberta. — 
Their business was handled entirely satisfactory. l always 
_ advised if a man could get a fair price always to sell here: 
If he could not make a fair price I could put them through © ay t 
| as beet as I would for wyent ‘ia not quite as Bia as. 
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Another reason why I advise them to sell is beanie. | 
it is a long passage and you have to ge against. bad: ee ae 
Then they have: the risk of the mrkets, I advise then as i | 
would do myself... It,is'a very risky business. Na cs 
| Bos. years youare well off and the next year 5 
ay you are not. There’ are many cattle buyers strewmm along the ate 
fae: path thatoare’ financial wrecks. — ‘a ‘> tay on, | 
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Q You buy all over the northwest, the three provinces tr: 
; A Not for the last three years cs 
a Q. You ask for cmsignments on commission bata the three wee 


P vinces extending to the mountains? = (i(istiC~—AsYr “a 
E Q. ‘And your business is to sell them at the first station. ae on ‘ 
shipment ? — 


is _ A If I.cen here: bgaetoesi ; if not, in Montreal. We . 
take them in from ‘the ranches as far as Wimmipeg, I try to: : 
sell here if satisfactory to the rancher, but if he wats 
them to be put through to the British market I do not consion 
we them to: one person. Iadvise him to break the bunch up into 
 two.>Sen@! half to: one salesman end half to mother, These 
salesmen will keep the expenses dowmm and they will make a be , 


2 made 10 shillings each more a head, out of, the. iboats ae 
wos other He had peta numbers and. equal OLR « 





- arrived in ical | hey 
| - Q Your business has. iad ie connission 2 | 
) pa ‘os, in the interests, of we, ranchers, and the west. f 
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"What would you do with these eitie ? 
Sold them to the different abattoirs 
“y Tried to make a little on the turn over ? 
Ses, some I do not make anythijg out of. Just turn » them. 
You _ bring them in from the west in car loads or in train 
‘loads ? rey 
x ‘Train loads. Though I have single cars coming in, 
Q In bringing cattle from the Alberta ranches is it not a. 


great inconvenience bringinig them in in in a few car loads in i 


fréight trains ? ? 

A xem we do not get as zood a run ‘ter few | cars as would a 
train, but 1 try. to get the shipper to catch a we train 
80 that he will et in. 7 


have to fgea by the way 9 | 
A ‘Some times. Sometimes we do not if we "get a good train, = i 
a was first manager of the Cochrane ranch, Macleod. We nevor o 
‘fed the Cochrane cattle at Moose Jaw. We always came right — 
‘through to Winnipeg. The Cochrane cattle were wild. We wo 
do them kore damage by tak ing them off than by not feeding t 
They would bruise their hips on ‘the sides of the car, they 
‘so wild. T shipped the cattle to be sold in n Hien peg, I aay 


a: the directors 4 to so ‘soll them, 


Q Then o wore sorted here were they not tis 
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A No. It is the better market for buteher cattle. I sold 220 
cows of the Knight Sugar company about 3 days ago. I ould. 
not get the same money far them in Toronto. I got 4 cents a 
pound for them. ‘the ynight guear company sent then to m, 
And I sold them here in Winnipeg. They were all for local 
tise, all cows. The sale was very satisfactory to the Knight 
Sugar company. 
Q You endeavour to get a train for export cattle ? 
A Yes . 
Q That train may belong to two or more different parties ? 
A Yes. If I lave a train for two or three men from the 
west 1 make up the train here, but in doing so I mrk the 
cattle in the shutes. Supposing one man sends two cars from 
Macleod, two from Calgary, two from Medicine Hat. I pass them 
through the shutes and I put a hair marke on the shoulder of 


each man's cattle. Then if one ships ‘cows he gets cows. But I 


~ have seen cattle going through indiscriminately. They do not 


knows brands in England, but they do a scissor mark or hair 
brand. 

Q Supposing you have cattle of three or four different con- 
signors, they are all mixed up together 2 
A I send a line saying Jones" cattle marked with an "M" 
Snith’ s marked with a "V". We send the se lists to the sales- 
men and then they pick them out by these oe 

Q These salesmen ee like yours: ld ? 

MEAOB cw erm», 

Q You send through to them 2 } es Te ac 

Q And you get your returns as i isa disposition of the 


cattle from them ? 
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A Yes, each consigmnent separately from each man. So much 
cattle off ss. Athenian shipped by me on account of shipper 
from west sold on hizs account. I check the statement over 

to that the expenses are proper. Each bunch of cattle is sold 
by itself “Rach individual congignor's statement is made up 
for him pro rata, freight, etc. 

Q You charge them $5 a car with the actual expenses incurred 
along the route ? 

A Yes 7 

Q And you say that this seems to be a satisfactory business ? 
A ‘Yes, because I am not in with any salesmen in England. I 
tell them in my circulars that they can ship their cattle to 
him if they like. I am not representing amy one man. I am not 
representing any one firm. There are Srenty salesmen in Liver- 
pool, London and Gfesatw: 
Q You have practically lost sontaed of them by that time ? 

A How ? | 

Q 7You are al together in the hands of these sale smen in 
uiverpool ? 

A Yes, the same as the Knight Sugar company were to me. 

Q ‘And if a man there should not be honest or should be a 
little greody your patrons would suffer to A Yes 

Q ‘You have no remedy? 

A No, nor any other man. That is the reason wy I tell them 
to ee in transit. — : Hy a | 

Q Your business is to procure cars for the transport, see 
that they are properly cared for and to secure ocean space ? 

iL Yes. ‘: have a wire ‘from z < -Avtwood, Russell, Man. , he 
wants 51 spaces for ‘the middle of ‘Soptombor to Glasgow. I take 


pale? 


the aoe from ‘the steanship ‘compeny in Montreal . 
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Q Do they peddle it out that wy. I thought steamship compmia 
get somebody to take all the space ? 

A Wo, I can book 17 Spaces, any space I want, on any boat. 
Not less than a car load, because it would not pay you: 

They will let you any Space you want down there, but sometimes 
by contracting for vessel you can take a boat full at so much 
less. Suppose she takes 600 head of cattle you can take them 
at 2/6d (two shillings and sixpence) less, practically 60 cents 
each less, 

Q And sometimes you find a man in the same business as your- 
self has bought up all the space ? 

A Yes, they have contracted all the September space, but when 
September comes they have to buy cattle to fill that space 
ata big price. On the other hand if they get that space 
and there is no other space available they mak can buy the 
cattle. , Ri | 

Q Suppose it is all bought up, and you with 106 cattle in 
Montreal , you would be at the merey of the se men with the 
space ? 

A Well, there are plenty of boats in Boston, Mass., ani if 
not in Boston we can go to Portland, Gre. Onee I found all 

the Montreal space, taken and I took Boston space at 5/~ (five 
shillings) less. 

There is no greater gambling business than this. 

Some of the space brokers wild take a line of ‘Space and re-let 
that space to shippers. That this point I may say that I have 
never made a dollar out of ocean space in my life. When I 
have re-let to the rancher there has been an under standing 
that they were to have the benefit of the re-letting, I an 
$200 behind this last years on ocean space. For this reason I» 


WE had to re-let some after a party. He had not come with his ful 





et ey 
We 
' 
a 
. 






pte hike Fn 





ww tat tuo dt efhbeq yedt off ° 


* ee “ 


x 
* esse aft Lis eilst ot phd enor s5 


re occa Sieg ate 


oh wer. for miu tf wavepod <haot 1409 8 ovecht eae "ll. if 
ionctanos td. otedd exch trav vey sosqe Yet oy tel ihtw wie! 


ve - ok Sok Bee, a haitee 2 oe a. 
CMhaiy: fe Geaet 20 YO See a af 


eivten UOl ditewoy bos qu a4 bound {le wi di esoqqua D. 


r 


meme ta Diet tend a ofsc mac woy Levgey Wt gaitoe te aee. we 


5 Ns aa ia an 5 out OOS) eo eh ant oe 
io Reo tiie I ale ep 10 Dea 000 gels? eis sanygie abel 
: “~ a. . fer . 7 $ & — “i r % 4 x F 
e fos- Oc Wkleo htaate (acct {oomegere Dos agnite Lida owt; Bée\S os Q 
’ 7 

,3eel soae. oo 

H r “2 ¢ iil 2 Beart ss wa . a 

he ge atid oose wt nt oem e batt voy eomtemne Dr 9 oe 

anh 

? enecs edt fle qu ddawod sad Iles ae 
* o, 2 rer ian on a ania a y ¥ y 7 “2 
Fie Are é Oe RES y SexHteye:. ie s @nJ. 218 ROT aS ‘tap oT rt youd , St a < 4 
’ : ’ ™ 
hey EVA p BS ‘4 } j rr Vi B43 Lae TUS Cj) exert ¥Siw a Hyon ~ ede Jee f a 
Sat ie era Fe A bs Ye Se oe 
te * c > , s a + + an, 
SOL tens das t Seoé ecida eng COLT aid & 3S a 
eee : ; - Soe 
& 4 ee os) eheiclen: tee y- 

. eri “Tit TG 3 fe fap! BAG bi IBS ESAS iin GO Gil ne sven ren a 
. ye. & - FAT 


oliae: eRe 











mu ecid $4 od Liwaw, wy ,18 


¢ 


a8 get matt paoteok ri eiacd to. 
a be 1 wond..c38 oaeie ro ot 0g, 2189 on _ aba fas er 
ty hs apa carta doped hoe, nine , | 








402. 


shipment. He wired he wanted ‘space for 102 cattle and he cam 
along with about 50 and I had to re-let ata 1 loss.. I could 
not wire to any one in Toronto to fill in time or to Chicago. 
And they eaused a loss. 

Q There are quite a nuinber doing busines s in the west in the 
same line as your self 7 

A There are some others lately started, since I started, I x 
started the first comission business here. 

Q You have heard that these ranchers clatia that they a been 
done up by these commission men ? 

A it is not fair for me to criticise other men.. I have not 
deceived a man, but one man named West of Mountain View, Alta., 
some years ago complained. Last year I had it systemized, 3 
The first year West sent out 2 cars of cattle, stock steers. 
They came into a glutted market and the yards were full. He z 
could not make a good price. The abattoir yards were full, 
llontreal was blocked, and these were the only cars of cattle 
that any one was dissatisfied about. They netted him about 
$30 apiece. They were just common stock stecrs. From the 
bigrer shippers, ‘those who Inow how to ship cattle, like the 
Knight Sugar company and the Spencer & Phillips ranch Medicine 
Hat, ey ‘now how 4 ie 


‘Tt: being noon the Commissioners adjourned at this 
stage of the procesdings for lunch when the- enquir y was resumed 
at 20 "clock in the gibson bic with Mr. Mullins still giving 
evidence | noe ” | | . 
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A Yes, sometime ago. 


im Their evidence Was Calon in the western Provinces | in gomec= a : 
Ba ant 


ti ion with this ? a Yes =a 



















Q And the bargain was made out at Cardston with these people 
A ‘The buying ? No. They mitpped to me to sell, | 
Q Tt was inspected by you before it was shipped ? 

ee Rosai 

fh U Was your brother there ? : 

bs A ty. brother was around the oe! ranch. Parrish cam vith 


/ . Wes sold al? 

Q Do you remember what cargo was it in Wimipeg ? | ie 
A it Was a. load of cows and a couple of loads of steers. T co 
Mrs not remember just the nunber. i ‘s 
i Q West says they rounded up and sold 2 cars out of 500 ead? an 2 
ee cattle, steors mostly 5 and 6 year olds, all in fine ‘condi * 
be tion. _ And he sey s"through Mr. Mullins I arranged for shiment at 
of these cattle and we took them to Macleod. "? 


A They may have written to me about. the cattle. 






Q Let mo refresh your memory. Again West says: "Mullins _ 






came out and.I shipped him the cattle, and I says'I want to 






your opinion of these cattle before I ship'"?. 






A Not ne, my bre ther dy R, sMullins.from Virden. I never saw. 
, West, in my life... wing i we 
is Q. Ih, may be as West. says,your. brother itei them? 
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A It may be. | ae 
Q, West says he did not go with. the eattle. Mullins was in 
charge 2 


A..That is not the case. Parrish came in charge of them. The 
| cattle did not weigh 1200 pounds, They weighed only a little . 
over 1106 pounds, These are not export cattle. _ | fate a 
Q.. the secretary of this comission says thgy isevaned 140 yr 
A. I know they averaged under 1200 pounds. They were just. plain 2 
stockers, | . 
Q Tt, is: just possible that your brother may have given them a a 
little more encouragement 2 : | | 
A. He is a.fairly good eat ttle man. I wonder at him telling. them 
thas. 
Q out of five hundred ? 
A Pardon me. Ke has not 900 steers. [Tt is different to a 
herd of 500 breeding cows and stuff like that. I Imow he < 
does not. ow. 500 steers. 170 is right close to the Cochrane _ om 
ranch I, mow of him pre tit y well. . g | | 
0 He got something less than 330 a. head for ‘the cattle ? ra run) i 
A I do not remember. Tt was not a bad trade and his cattle a 
were nok’ good. They were not a good bunch of cattle. 
Q Should not your brother so have advised hin - Bal 
A’ Y have nothing to do with my brother. He is doing his om = 
business. at Virden. “He is: a shipper. He: does his own business. | 
We never was in my. employ. He has been in this country a long ioe 
; time. He’ was here at the time of the rebellion, andhe does 
: his:owm Migsiesee? th. eae Yi» mehthe,. I + ian 
t i This deal was enon ee ‘commenced aig your b ital oni 
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-Q Then you must have assumed and carried out the contract 


selected cows, fit for export"? ) 


S ata brother cam to see West's cattle. I took mine to Macleod | 


405 | 


They were not exporters when they came here --- far from it. 
Chairman : on | | 
Q Was your beethbe up there ene or going ta’ see the - 
cattle ? 

A He was buying cattle. He and a man named George Skelding . 
were doing a little buying from Macleod. I do not know whether 


he was visiting the Cochrane ranch or not. My wife was there. 


He might have gone up to Parrish & West's panes which is only * 
a few miles from the raneh | | 
Q Parrish says : "Mul ins’ brother buys for Mullins" ° ae 1 
A parri sh says what is wrong ; that is not so at all. | 


which he commenced ? 


yeaa said 7 
- (eee eek Re Reis 


A How ? ae Y 

Q The deal was initiated by your brother ? a 
A Wo, the cattle were consigned to me. ae 
Q Parrish says :"My brother went’ down with this shipment and Z 


West with two or three cars of our own cattle. Mullins’ brother 
buys for Mullins. pe went down with the cows. Ther y were all a 


A They were scarcely fit for the butcher. That is the ae 
trouble with men who do not Imow whaxt to ship. I swear ae 
positively that Parrish told me in these yards that he won 2 
frit at We st shipping these steers. a 

+0. Did Mullins buy these cattle on -your ranch ? A, Hl ‘ 
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Q This man apparently ships his cattle $o you after this in- 
terview with your brother 9 
A My brother saw thact they were no good and let him ship 
them in. He might have just let that fellow come in here. 

: And then you ? 

I did the selling for him, I got him all they were worth 
Your brother may have misled him ? 

No, he would not buy his stuff 


No. What Parrish said is : relying on your brother's 


QO Ff O,.F © 


representations he shipped to you with the consequent loss 
which is admitted by everybody ? 

A He did not ship to me. He does not put it that way. It 
was not a transaction worth mentioning 

Q Your brother was not warranted in making the statements 
that they were export cattle ? 

A No, cattle weighing 1146 pounds would not pay expenses to 
England. Parrish came with two loads, West's cattle and 

his cows. He saw me try all the abattoirs to effect a sale. 
He saw the market I made the best price I could. I paid the 
mee and expenses out of it. Out of 30,000 head of cattle 
this smal] matter for dissatisfaction as far as iny business is 
: goncirnstt 

Q Now, in August 1905 you sent him in the usual way bik anak 
soso ates a statement and cheque of the balance 
to West. ?. 

A I do not remember the date 

Q That is what you would do in the ordinary course 2 

A Yes. .It is the only wsatisfactory deal I have had out of 
30,000 head of cattle, the only man that is dissatisfied. 

Q © You ‘explained to him at the time that they were not export 
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4.07 
cattle and it would be better if he would keep them another 
year ? as 
A Oh, yes, decidedly. Confidence there is still reposed in 
me on account of the Waldron ranch giving ine sales. 
Q You receive on consigmment here ? A Yes 
Q And sell on commission and as such commission acent you 


are continually in touch with other eattle men in Winnipeg ? 


A Yes 

0 You sell to the abattoirs ? A Yes 

Q And you sell to the other dealers such as Fim and Lauzon ? 
A I have sold to them, yes ; I have not sold mmy to Lauzon. 

Q You do not buy any yourself ? 

A An oocasional load at butohae cattle with a few hogs ; not 


export cattle. . 

Q Now, Mir, Mullins, ‘G selling ¥au arg endeavouring to sell 
cattle to the aba ttoirs you always try to aot the best price? 
A Deéidedly | 

Q You go to all the abattoirs 2 

AT Yes. But I do not try tham all if I get a satisfactory 
price from the first 

Q You find that the prices offered by different abattoir 
men are very uniform ? 

A No, far from it. I eta cents a pound for a train load 
of cows the other ‘aay, one. man only wanted to pay 3 1/2 cents 
Q You are in touch with these abattoir men all the time ? 

A Yes, meeting them around the yards 

Q What fixes the price of butcher oattle in Winnipog ? 

A Supply and demmd 

Q Bxplain that ot in de tat ? 
A Like any other mar ke t it over-supplied ; you ‘cannot got the 
same price. 


an hee”. en pets or in the stock yards the price drops ? 
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A If the yards are full, yes. Can't take them in amy other 
place, the price is not so good, and you can only hold cattle 
here a certain time. Several days. You have to pay yardage. 
You can hold them here two weeks. 

Q That would be about the limit ? 

A Yes 

Q Prices drop in Liverpool if there is a glut? A Yes 

Q Prices dixay altagakhax depend altogether upon the supply 
and demand in this local market ?- A Yes 

Q Cattle my go up in Montreal and drop in price in Winnipeg? 
A No, not if there is an outlet in Montreal 

Q Then it does not altogether depend upon supply and demand ? 
A We are not altogether ruled by Wimipeg If we can ship for 
a better price in Toronto or Montreal we do so. But we cannot 
go past here with butcher cattle because prices are always 
better here. Toronto cows are cheaper in Toronto than they 
are here. 

Q Will you say then that so far as your knowledge goes that 
there is no evidence of amy combination between these abattoir 
men in regard to the prices that are to give for butcher cattle 
A None at all. I have never seen ayend I have been selling 
here for 26 years 

‘You are not a party to any combination yourself ? 

No I do not think 80. 

You ought to Imow ? 

Penh nat)? fact. t 

“Not to fixing ‘the buying or i price of butcher cattle? 
“Not at all. | 

“Export or prime gute are invariably sent east ? 
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x i if steers are sent to Europe they carry the expense. if + 
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The poorer cattle are not always kept here. It is the lower % 
butcher cattle that will not bear expense such as stuff i 
weighing 1140 pounds, too light to send to England, You « sae 
pay expenses on 27 or 28 head of them. You can get the sane : 
space for a 1400 pound steer as you get for the 1140 pounder. a 
Q It takes the sine space on rail and boat ? A Yes oi 


ie 
a a a 





Q You are satisfied that there is no combination, arrangement, 
ag reement or understand ing between the cattle bur yes here as i vs 
to fixing the prices ? | ‘ee 
. A Among the abattoirs ? 
e fayee? % 
me A No, there is not. It is a. free market like my other market 
Q Some dealers who came to Wimipeg with car loads of cattle J 
while not. charging that there is any such combination put iil | 
| this way : That there is a very fine brand of courtesy between 

the different cattle buyers in Wimipeg and that if you get m 


offer from one you will not get a better offer from another 








A 4 have watched men standing in the al ley way for Gallach 1¢ 
buyer to get, to drop in. 









Q You think that there is competition between the dittorent ia 
_ buyers 2 










oon “Bets Yes, the man who got a fat load of steers could get a 
i _ near his om price, but not common cattle. 
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410, 
A. No, you cannot keep a bunch of cattle men together. I have 
seen them agree in Toronto to take ocean space and one will 
jump out and that broke the combination. 
Q Not when it is to their mutual benefit 2 
A No, that is the trouble , not even in the taking of ocean 


space. | 
Q You ship.a lot of cattle both to Montreal and to the old 
country, to Liverpool ? A Yes 


Q You have nothing to do with shipping west of Winnipeg ? 

A I comes consigned to me. I send a man up to select when a 
bunch of cattle is to be cut out. I tell them whet the market 
is, if he holds hus butchers back, to make a fair price on 
them. 

Q The freight means a good deal of the egpenses, that takes 
a good deal of the profit of the sales ? 

A Local freight is quite an item. 

Q Do you large shippers get any rebates from the railway 
companies ? | 

A From this country ? | 

Q Do you large shippers get any rebates from the railway 
companies ? A Wo 

Q What advantage would you have over a farmer or rancher 
who could only ship a car or a few car loads, anything less 
than a train ? 

A, I would not have any 

Q Would they . not ship a train of 30 cars of cattle cheaper 

_ from Calgary, or yedicine Hat to Wim ipeg ? | 

Be lover in the history of the trade in this cotmtr y for the 
last 20 years. Years ago I started at the same time as Gordon 
» & Ironside. We were shippers. fi heard that that were getting a 
atlas nm i made a special trip to Montreal to see G. If, 
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| Aly 
Bosworth , fourth vice-president of the C.P.R. I went ‘pikes 
to him and I said "hile I an not as heavy a shipper as 
Gordon, there is a suspicion in my mind that Gordon is getting 
& rebate. I don’t want to go apainst it. I hear thst he is apt 
ting 910 a car, I want to ‘mow if so I want the same thing." 
Fe seid :"Mullins, he is not setting a dollar rebate, and he 
never did." I am sure that Gordon did not receive a dollar of 
rebate that I did not know of. They may have pot this : They 
may have got an additional pass for their men in the country. 
0 Wo will put another supposititious case. Acar is shipped 
te vou from J Lethbridge consigned to Wirmipee, now unload that 
car here and re-load it and send it on to Montreal, then you 
would get the bone fit of the reduced rate of the > longer haul 
froin Lethbridse to Montreal ? 
A The rate from Lethbridce fr to Montres] is 90 cents ; local 
rate ts 43 cents to Winnipeg, If I sell export cattle from 
Le thbridge the buyer assures. +) 1@. freight to Montreal. If they. 
are butcher ‘eattle the buyer. takes the bill, 43 cents. There 
are no export cattle from which f eisht is deducted. The buyer 
a.SSUES the freicht from the shi ipping point. 
Q You can ship a cer from Lethbr idge to Montreal cheaper than 
you can from Lethbridge to Wimipog anc. then from Wimipeg to 
Montreal °? 
A In that case it would cost you $1.03. If you -have the sane 
cattle the vaillway will take you through. If you are only 
billed. ‘to Winnipeg they will take you on to Montreal at 90 
cents, which is the, rate it you shipeod originally. I tell my 
people in the west. to ship through to Montreal, so that we are 
progared to 20 there if Sea wantto go thexe through. 
Q Ranchers complain that thege cattle that go through on the 
gor ory do not get the benefit of the reduction ; that the 
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412, 
prema sor of the cattle gets the benefit of the reduction ? 
A That is according to the way he sells his cattle, 
ae ‘buyer. assumes the freight from the shipping point. That is 
the way T sell. t if they are butcher cattle and they are 
taken. here for loca 1 use, then he has to pay freight to this 
local point. There is absolutely no advantage ; Thex re is no 
advantage taken of then in the freight. 
Chairman 3 , 
Q Is thera any advantage in , the freight between Lethbridge and 
Montrea al and the sum of the two freig chts in a train load of cat 
tle ? 
A If you ro-bill, 
0. Ts there any ‘difference in the rate of a ‘train load of cat- 
tle from Lethbridge to Montreal and the sun 0 of the two rates? 
A The local rate from Le thbridge to Winnipeg is 43 cents ; 
from Winnipeg to} Montr eal 66 cents ; the thr ough rate from 
Lsthbridge to Montreal is 6 cents a cwt, based on 20,000 poun& 
to the car. re you have only 17 cattle you pay on the actual 
weight. The railroad says this.to give you a chance in Mantreal 
Load 17 or 19 to the car. They will not weigh in Montreal. They 
an in Calgary for ins tanes. 
Q Can this happen. A oar with 17 stoors arrives in Winnipeg 
from Lethbridge. ‘These would be unloaded here. Into that 
car, that sane car, 17 stes rs are put, perhaps not the sane 
stecrs, export steers, and the car ig run on t lontreal, 
and you gob it for 90 cents ? Le ae A Yes. 


UU Can Save your s< i Beh 
Q ‘And the “bayer would g A the advantage of 13 conts it 
te as you. have %& 
A Yes, oF IAS gives up his bill and 3 he has “sold his cattle 
But you ee - Eran art io 2 
and handed over the bill. 


then he ge@te the thro hy rate bo Newtreal f 


A Yes. Sut you would pay tw 43 conta losal 
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Mr. Hageart 

Q But it isnot the identical eattle that were in the car 
when it arrived in Wimipes. The farmer say I paid 13 cents 
altosether for the benefit of that exporter ° 

A If he sells in Winnipeg he sells on his own account. It is 
just the man who accepts the bill. The man can take that 
bil? and go through with it. 

Q He would make $26'on the car ? 

A Yes. Ihave taken a through bill, suppose a man comes in 
with stockers for the distilleries in Toronto, distilleries 
buy 2066 or 3000 sbdckers 2 year. The man has half stockers 
and half butchers. I will buy that car of cattle and I take 
the bill on through and make up the car, take the through bill 
on, taking into account his butcher cattle and sell them. 
That is no detriment to the men who sells here. 

Q And then you get a little advantage ? 


A “In thet way you can use the through bill ; not much advan- 


‘ 


tage ; on probably a few cars. 


Chairman : 

Q If T should take a train load of cattle fron Lethbridge to 
Wimipes and I sold them to you or Gordon and turned over my 
bill to you you could re ship them through on that rain and get 
a throush rate from Lethbridge to Montreal 9 

A It is according to the deal. | 

0 I am speaking of a case where I soll them here ? 

A You can’ save yourself. in your deal. af you sell a hundred 
delivered here you have to. pay the regular freight on that. 
but you can sell them and the buyer assumes the freight. 

Q Thon he gets the through rate to Montreal ? 

A ‘Yes. “But $ you would pay the 43 cents local rate. 
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Mr. Middleton ; 
Q They have their cattle billed right through to Roronto, 
when they get to Wimmipeg they sell and they have to pay the 
local rate to Winnipeg, whereas the through shipment was taken 
on to Toronto 2 | 
A I do not imow of many cases of that kind, They have made 
their deal that way. 
Q There some not very clear of understanding, but after 
talking it over that is what they complained of ? 
A It was foolish for them to make a deall like that. It is 
for the buyer to assum: the freight. It is thete own look out. 
And they could not get the advantage of the through rate to 
Toronto after making the deal that way. It is outside fellows 
who not seem to know good cattle fromzbad. They flood the place 
with a lot of rubbish. A mm with good cattle can dictate his 
own price, You carmot get a trainload of cattle from Russell 
jet. | 

» Haggart : 
Q The farmer says * We do not get the price to keep yp the 
cattle trade." What do you say ? 
A ye is getting a good price. I saw 5 3/4 paid to Rhind 
Brothers of Westbourne. Jol L. Cook of Newdale sold for that 
figure | i yf | 
Mr, Middleton : 
Q Those partios complained ‘they shipped Goat | to Toronto 
at through rates, The cattle were sold in Winnipeg. Other 
oxporters. were shipped thr ough on the same bill ? 
A How did they make their deal ? 
Chairman : Billed to Toronto. 
Mr. “Middleton , They claimd they were entitled to get ‘iro: 
‘freight rates. 
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Q The man who bought them got the lesser rate, but they paid 
the whole local rate ? 
A They sold here. You know your + edtoina, Preight is taken 
off if you sell. 
ir, Middleton ; I thought they ought to be entitled to the 
thr ough rate. i 
Mir. Taggart : Wo bas made his deal delivered here ? 
“A Yes 
Q By reason of that deal you think that this exporter or buyer 
is entitled to the whole behefit of his greater knowledge ? 
A That is whecre the commission ran comes in. He protects 
that man. Some men ought to bring in their wives with them 
when they bring in cattle, They are not fecding properly eithe 
i It ia your business to so direct them ? 
A Yes. | If they are consigned to me. I than obtain for them 
the best results possible. I saye the additional freight you 
ere talking. of. y 
Q The difference between the 2 local freights and the one 
long: through freight would be more than the commission would 
anount to if properly attended to? A Yes 
a ‘And it is 2 source ot revenue for men in this cattle trade 
in Wimipeg 9 
A Yes, for a man who understands hig business. There is 
eno ther thing. Meny haye little accidents and they do not 
put in their legitim te claims which a commission man could 
collect. 7 collected $50 for | a stoor killed in a box car. The 
C.P.R, paid it. 
a “That would be your opinion « as to establishing union stock 
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416. 
A I have a petition. It is a petition to the city to inaugurat 
a yard. It is to be done and it will be of benefit to the 


‘cattle trade, There imust be a hundred names on this petition, 


It is build union stock yards for the three roads. I want the 
endorsement of the trade. I did not go on with it because I 


 sawlia petition in the city couneil for a city abattoir, 


I did not mation the abattoir. I was building on a union 


stock yard suitable for the trade. | 
Q You think tmt would be a proper thing ? 
A It wuld be ; 


Q Have any particular parties any particular advantage over 


others as they are now ? 
A No, they have not. I have just got as many facilities as 
any other man, There are others doing the same thing. 


-Q Shippers shipping to Wimipeg make very serious complaint 


as to the large shrinkage to which they have to submit without 
feeding their cattle ? 
A If I sell them that way. I have sold them both ways. The 


“general way is to weigh off the cars to save feod and expense, 


Q People here tell us that sometims that their cattle are 


kept 56 hours on a hot day. They are rushed out of a car and 

; there is about 160 pounds or more shrinkage ? 

- A man will come in from the country and weigh up the neigh- 
bour ing crook, 
’ Q No, that is not a fair way to put it. I mean the normal 
“way. Cattle shrunk all they will shrink ? 


na “Tocal: men who buy in the country take off 5 per cent ~ 
i. hays known farmers who plugged them with burned oats. 
na ‘They are a pretty bad outfit these farmers ? 


A No, there s some honest ones. The want of shelter and 
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ani facilities for transporting cattle and pigs to Winnifeg, 
in cold weather and hot weatler in addition to the shrinkage 
does affect the quality of the animals. We have good summer 
yards ,» but we should have yards with glass roofs where cattle 
can come in under cover. They have one in Toronto Junction. 
It holds 40 loads of cattle. We want the same so that the cat- 
tle can come in and be put in condition before being offered , 
for sale 

Q They say when pigs are brought in there are many dead hogs 
in some weathers ? 

A You cannot help an extra fat hog dying in transit. 

Q You believe with the farmers that representations should be 
made to the railway comission 2 

That would come under union stock yards, 

I am referring to the cattle in transit 2 

rt is harder on stallfed cattle. Sher thorns suffer the most. 


There are no means of spraying pigs in hot weather ? 


eo > 


I have never seen it done. We have drawn up besides the 
water tank. But you make the ear slippery and cattle do not 
ride as well then as in a dry car. 

| Q I find in one of your letters to the West you speak of this 


mas "We insure our patrons from 





bind loaded up with unieatrabia ocean space" ? 

Aot mean old tramp boats. It is a mistake to take freight on 
thei. The old outsider carrying condensed water. He is not as 
liable. to et than bruised if he carries them in a first class 
carrier. tint 

Q In shipping from Southern Alberta do ae ever ae over 

the Groat Yorthern : ak or 3 

A Ho, I never ght sped ‘that way. 
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Q You do not know anything about the rates 7 

A Well, no, I do not remember. I went into it once. I tried 
to find ‘out a rate from Valta to Boston, but I could not remem 
ber the rate that they quoted ; 
g- 1 think you spoke highly of tani toba cattle 2 A Yes 

Q There is a larger proportiog in the west ? . .A Yes 

Q. They are better bred ? 

A Wo, They are better bred or as well bred in the “ore of 
Russel] in Mani toba. : 

Q What the differences 2 | AS , 

A They keep them a year longer. They are heavier, hardier 
and have bet bter logs on them. The reason Manitoba cattle have 
deteriorated is on account of the pasture lands being a). 
sorbed. That is he reason. for cattle deteriorating in Mani - 
toba. yaar | ; 
Q What is the ge of export and butcher cattle in 
Alberta 2 : 

AT cannot answer that accurately. Take a train as a basis 
Ons car of puvcher cattle out of ab cars. 

Q That wouldbe 5 per. cont butchers, 95 per cent. exporters % ? 

A Yes, but there are some catile that. do not ship as well.. 

You would dook a buneh over here and you would have to take 

a, car ieee 

Chairman 3 is 

i Does. that, refer to the, cattle that come g Sas or does it: 
refer. to all ‘the cars. 2. , 

AU et refer to exporters. | i 

Q Fave you ever followed. ‘dipmmnts to i iaads unt gait ? 

A lote of Sea) but not within the last fow years 
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Q These ranch cattle ride better than stallfed ? 

A Not at all. In a bunch of hard grain fed cattle they will 
ship better than ranch cattle | 

Q How do they arrive, bruised 2 

A It is accord ing to the passage on the ship 

Q Cattle fed in the faidd field are best 7 fed on grain ? 

A Yes. For instance I bought a bunch of grain fed cattle in 
Toronto, grain fed in Buffale. Grain fed cattle, those that 
are fed in the stalls in Manitoba or elsewhere are not as 
geodon their legs. But the Alberta ranch steers stend remarkably 
well, considering you railroad him from Lethbridge to Montreal 
and take him on a steamer 2500 milss further and land him in 
Livorpool. He is a pretty good steer. 

Q And the railway is generally the hardest part of the voyage 
unless there is a rough passage 7 

A I cannot say’. You may make them hold their own. You can 
fatten on the steamer. 

Q Are thoy pretty badly bruised by the time they reach the 
English mrkst ? | 

A Not unless they have a bad passage 

Q How do our cattle compare with the cattle from other coun 
tries » s0r instance from the United States and Areentina ? 

A our cattle west is not as ‘good as grain fed Chicago, but is 
be iter. than the Argentine. 

Q While not as ‘good as Ontario fed native cattle they are 
better than the Argentino ? A Yes 

Q Ontario and Quebec stands higher than ofrs ? 

A lot Quebec. They are little old canners there. The cattle 
eis sells at the hia ig the “scsipelenle and Migit att fed ee 
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“Next grain fed United States cattle, noxt Ontario pasture fed 
cattle, next Manitoba and Alberta. The top price is seven 
pence for dressed meat, American grain fed sixpents halfpemy, 
proportionately half a pemy difference. Ontario cattle ; 
will com close to the Americans.Cattle that is fed meal on 

the erpass outside. And some yenitoba cattle willcome close. 
Thon See Western cattle, and lastly Argentina. 

Q You'are dealing in northwestern cattle. It o ght te be in 
the interests of men in your business to take the best article 
to England, what suggestion can you make to the commissioners 

- that would enable then to report something that might tend to 
“improve the conditions of the cattle trade ? 
A’ The farmer, rancher producer can ‘do that if he will bring 
hie stuff up to the pood trade. 
Q But the rancher does stall? feod ° 
A He 'feeds grain out of doors. I have fed in Baie St. Paul, 
Man. ,200 head on 700 acres on hay to the Ist of Merch, after 
that one gallon of meal a day 
Q You recomend Alberta cattle to be topped off with grain ? 
AA.YWes Tt is not possible to do it in the ranching districts. I 
was talking about the feeding districts. For instance some 
have to change from the ranch into a feeding ranch. 
Q The farmer should rhe feed and raise the gerade 2 

R Yes ee 

| -Q What would you say as to the facilittes for watering on cars - 
i. during these long journeys ? 

A ‘We cammot water then in the cars 

Q° Do they not do thet in the United States ? 

A No) ib 4s not possible, because the troughs turn over. In 


cars we have had with a trough in then they have been full 
a manure. We use a large car on the (.P.R. with racks full 
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BBO 425 | 
of hay and we take then off at Schrieber and water them and. 


refill the hay racks, 

Q De you not think that something out to be devised for more 
frequent watering and occasional fecding 2 

A You take a train of cattle fish off the grass it is nearly 
impossible to get them to eat or drink at Moose Jaw. It is too 
short a run. They lie dom. When they com to Winnipeg they 
will go at the hay. 

Q In the United States they have facilities for feeding and 
watering in the cars ? 

A There are some of the cars Ryxpequipped that way. The C.P.R 
have equipped cars. But you camnot water successfully. The 
trough gets full of dropping from the cattle 

Q That is only a few cars ? 

A There are quite a number of them, but not for watering. 

ir. Middleton : 

Q These cars are used on thee eastern run ? 

A Yes, but we have quite a percentage of them on the western 
run. Me. Hageart : -- | 

Q Do you approve of a schedule train twice a week ? 

A Yos, west, southwest and northwest there should be a stock 


train a week. There is quite a lot of stuff coming from there, 


These men could come in in better shape and could handle 
their trade. And the buyers would look for them on a certain 
day. or There should be a scheduled train on each road once 
or ‘twice a week. 

Q ithen you ship these atte to thie old country. to what ua = 
ket do you ep 2 

A I ship to either pert 

Q _Any advantage of one part over the pr 7 
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| Smid 4.02, 
A Sometimes Liverpool is better than Glasgow 


q* i sup} pose when you reach the old country sometimes you find 


yourself in the seme position as the local dealers do in Winnigg 


peg, you think that there is consensus of opinion among the 
buyers thet no one will deal with you ? 

A To. Not in Liverpool, London, Chicazo or’ Toronto. They 

jump into the pens like wolves. 

Q You are there ; you hove te sell those cattle ? 

A’ Yes, within ten days. There are certain parties there buying 
all the time. 

Q And does it not appear to you that they stend back ? 

A, No, but sometinss Bion do not seem to come up quick enough. 
Chairman :- 


Q I see that there scens to + 


=. 


5 an idea prevailing that the 


3 


only way to have competition is to have buyers. We have evidence 


to say that so far as that is concerned there are quite a aaah 
ber of buyers but on the same price, but that is a different 
rind of competition ? | 
A’ No, it ie not so. Tt is the some as any rarket, only on a 
smaller scale. 
Q How many cattle on a boat ? 
A About six hundred. A man would say"what do you want for 
the stoaner™ay would sar thirty-two shill ing and sixpence. 
They may ‘re-let her in snell parcels to 20 menytat thirty- 
sve shilling a space. Some boats make their rates so that & 
the salt shipper gets the samo rate a8 ‘the larger shipper. 
a Dodi your ‘company that you are repre oe got any ad- 
vantage from the ‘through 3 rate tence” 
gat? “he gots nothine taken from hin bevond my carge per car. 
I started at $10 and other’ cams in and out it to $5 amd it 
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Mr. Middleton : 
Q You made the remark that you never saw good shippins cattle 
from Quebed ? 
A Yes, I will take that back. I saw some good township cattle 
I have seen good township cattle, good cattle around Compton 


and Sherbrooke, I was thinking of Quebee city. 


DANIEL COUGHLIN, having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows : -- . 
TO MR. RAGGART : 


Q What is your business ? 
A’ Ian in the livestock commssion and sales business and 
forwarding agent. 
: And. your principal place of business ? 
C.P.:R.stock yards, Wirmnipes | 


Your business consists of commission ? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A Selling cattle on commission and forwardingon coumission. 
Q You do not-buy or sell on your om account ? 

A No, buy on order or on comrission 

Q Who are your principals 7 

A I consign to any firm in England that the shippers require. 
I have an arrangement with two or three of the leading firms 

in si but if the oe has a choice I give him his uaz 
choice. une. Trem pes agonal 

| Q: And who. are your: principal patrons in the forwarding busines 
AD People Pratt the west principally. I have done some’ local 
business, but it is nbt as large as I have done in the western 
businéss.°’] have been exporting from Alberta. I tried the 
export business a year ago last Mareh. My patrons are men in 
Alberta and gaskatchewan principally. Gnly one man from Men i= 
toba. Honda 500, of his last year. | 
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Q Your experience is from western men and forwarding to the 
English mrket ? ! 
A Yes, and I sell. locally on the market for dealers or for 
farmers. 
Q Do.you have cattle from the west consigned to you ? 
A Yes, quite a number cee , 
Q And you.offer for sale at Winnipeg, forward to Montreal or 
export.according to their instructions ? 
A Yes...If I have secured-space I. forward them on through for 
whatever: space.is taken ;-and if I have orders to: sell here I 
-sell:here. | | ; 
Q You. sell.to the best. ad¥antage and send to your principal 
an account of. the. sales and. the proceeds ? 
A. Yes, expenses: from point.of shipment in transit. .We for- 
ward those Montreal expenses. until they go.on the boat, I 
forward those. direct. tothe shipper, and after I receive an 
account of sales from England I send them those. too. 
Q..Do you find many canplaijts from the west in the matter of 
what.you have done ?. 
A There have been, omatedl in Baas to ainda bad markets 
Q Any complaints in-regard.to excessive charges ? 
Me, but we might get a letter back after he gets his ae 
count ‘trom: the English salesman. a" . | 
Q. You.know from pex sonal, experience tint there is a ial 
deal of dissatisfaction existing in the west among the 
Yanchers and cattlenen with reference to the cattle.trade ?. 
A I heard i it. I have ssen.a great deal»in the 
2 Pan ee Se ee SA a 
Q You haveheard trom, your own. ati icatein 2 A Yes 
Q., There Bo things which might, be remedied ?, A Yes 
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Q that might be remedied ? 
A’ In regard to what complaints. Take any germmaral complaint 
and I will try to explain the result 
Q The rancher says he does not eet a fair price for his cattle 
A Where at ?° What point ? | 
Q All over the prices per pound are low, less than it used to 
be, and he cammot sce what is the reason for it 
A Prices vary. | | 
Q They say that there are two firms which practically control 
the expert trade of the west These two instances are Gordon, 
Ironside & Fares and Pat Burns ; you have heard that ? 
A I have heard some dissatisfaction and criticism of both of 
them. It is the natural outcome of capital in amy case. 
I think Gordon & Ironside haya made great efforts to control 
the whole of the export of the northwest business, and they 
even went as far as to try to control the Ontario business. 
They shin 75 per cent of the cattle out of Montreal this 
spring. I see no harm in it, however.’ 

Burns is the great battle buyer of the west ? A Yes 

Mo has retail butcher shops ? A Yes 


| They vary 

) You say it looks as if that had been aiming to control’ 

the cattle trade of the dominion ? 

A It seoms more apparent this year than ever before. They 
really do ‘control, 7D per cent of it for the last eight months 
Q And they have. a great deal to do with the trade in dead meats 
A Yes: they are one of tHe strongest firms here. 

Q Now, with the ‘plant, the faéilities for business and the 


agencies all over does it give them the power to dictate as to 


a the prices they shall buy at ? 


Q 

Q 

Q What are the relations hotween Gordon & Ironside and Burns? 
i : | 
Q 
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A It cortainly would. 
Q Doss it give them the opportunity to gictate the price at 
which tat shall be sold ? 
A Mot necessarily. But for the opposition they might be up 
ageinst they might be very injurious. I do not refer to the 
cattle business particularly in this regard. Capital will con- 
trol, 
Q In ‘your expetience here do you see any evidence of ay 


combine, arrangement or understandine that live cattle shall 


be bought upon 4 stated price or 2 price agrocd upon ? 


A Mo, but I have seen times when I felt that there wes very 
little. competition. That, however, would not prove a combine. 
Wirmi pos: is a small place. A low price sproads all over the 
market ina short time. If cattle is scarce the orice will go 
Q The producers of cattle state that the ¢acilities afforded 
them ‘by the r= ‘ilroads: are very magre 9 3 

A At times there tas bech a very poar accormoedation given, 
that is, the time on tho toad and the service. But I believe 
the redler company doss the be'st it cam. We hed an experience 
last year ‘There wes 2 sreat lull in the market. The cars 
had all pore east and the railway could not get them back 
fast ‘gnouph. “A great many hed to ship in: box cars. They 
allow 3 box cars for 2 stock cars. tt is very difficult to 
unload ranch cattle: rf is dangerous. “That, was the ease for 
threo a? four ‘weeks th October and Movember. : sas Segara 
Q It is complained too that ‘they run very slow and ‘that the © 
shipper loses from shrinkage : jadi ny ne 

A Yos, 72 hours from Caleary. Hane Sie Aupphy would. > 

Q° Is not that inhumanity, cruelty 2 
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A Yes. The railway company should not aldow that. They should 
have facilities for stopping them and feeding and water- 
ing them after 36 or 40 hours on the road 
Q That must take a lot out of a train load of cattle ? 
A It injured them for the balance of the trip. 
q That should be brought before the railway | commission to 
ameliorate conditions ? 
A The G P. R; should um load thew without having to have in- 
structions. The shippers are willing it should be done. 
Q That loss always falls on the shippers, the original owner s? 
A Yes 
Q You make your money out of the cattle business and you 
would make more if it , the trade, was hakkky healthy? You 
Imow the cattlemen in the west are complaining saying that 
there is no money in it ? 
A Ranchers ? Yes. The market in the old eee has been 
low for two or three years. There have been a few markets 
that have been good for the ‘grazier and rancher. ; 
Q Is there anything that could be done by the legislatures ? 
A They could compel the C. P, R. to have proper facilities. 
As for the other matters, improvenents, they wuld have to 
come gradually. 
Q What is your idea as to She feasibility of shipnite chilget 
dead meat from the west to ‘the English market 2 ) 
A Tt has hever been tried. From what I heard in conversation 
with people in this country and the United States they claim 
that these cattle are notproperly finished. I am not suffici~ 
ently posted to. say whe ther it would pay to ship chilled beef 
from the northwest. ‘T do nit believe the supply would last 
longs enough. rey Cee AO biti 
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babs a an hat ‘think it would pay to instal. such an expen 
G ‘sie, plant. The American chilled beef stands very well, eae Oe 
It is hardly detected. It is never frozen. Ist will not ou 


the, hot weather, however. That is why the Americans are ship- af ‘) 
; | ping live cattle still. That is one evidence that chilled : am 


stock as sia were Y aeinitia twelve years sn I have been. in 
the export business since 1872. to 1902. I shipped from 
* | Alberta, and I came here a year ago last March. 

Q, Did you accompany your shipments to the old country 2 ii 


; ; A Yes, from Boston to Liverpool They were American attlee: eye 
k Q Amor ican cattle stands a little higher in the English mar. 
that our northwestern cattle ? ; 


A.good deal higher. 


+9 pe 


Is there anything to raise them in line with ours et Pe 


A 
Q | 
A Fedd then with corn, but we have not got corn as ehaRald 
Q We have a longer railroad route ? i 
A In some place.. Corn fed cattle comes from He braske. Th | 
has recently become a cattle couttry---well finished cattle, 
Q A proposal jwas advocated by the president of the Great “a 
_thern that the farmers should take. in ranch cattle and feed | 
them and put them in shape for export, has that policy. been 
followed, ? ‘That was his advice to the farmers of iimasota 1 
A Tio not ‘think so. No corn is grown. north , St. 


Pa main market for Mirmesota and South Dakota. There oe 
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4:29 aha 
finished cattle because they want to get rid of three or four 
single cattle that the outside buyers will not buy. They com 
plaing of not having competitioj. They have contributed to 
that themselves. A man might come along and want to buy a 
train load and they would not make the least effort to get 5 
the cattle. The buyer simply gets on the train and gpes home. | t 
They are playing into the hands of the large dealers. The | 
large dealer comes along after the other dealers and mee the: ae : 
whole herd. Theyship the tops. | gseabeg Poe 

| ‘They only want to sell their’3 and 4 year old nob 


ie 


fit for export. The man that wants to buy oly three or four i 

car loads does not want them. That is one of the reasons that es z 

causes a lack of competition of which they complain so much — . 

about in the northwest. Ifa man had selcted a bunch in the 4 e 
SEs ig wold ott them to you but if he had two or three. ee 

loads of prime cattle in his herd he would not make any effort 

to get them in until the cattle a came on. Then it would ‘ ‘ 


go down one penny in the a avoidupois. They want them 


and takes the whole herd. And the smaller dealer is igored | : 


entirely. He will not bid again. It is not human nature. 


oe 
Q Do you know that some of these larze dealers will ep and i 
buy a man' s outfit for the year, buys his coeese in advence . i me 


selects what he wants and takes them away ? gar 

E es ie There are cases where a man went to sell his whole herd. ie 7 
‘ an mn will not get ety it as well as he would out of his whole | 
BBs herd in the spring. wide ee 
a q T mean what ‘is fit for export 2 »® ae , ; ee i 
ee! ce T neve ee cases of that ets ee 4 
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A It is not.entirely so. It is not necessary that they should 
have it all arranged... , It is in cmsequence of. the 
ranchers’ own acts. . They have contributed towards it and 
the big. sia Mahal have taken advantage,of it. 
Chairman + 
Q Do.you oe west 2 
A I have, been shipping from there 
Q You-have already teld us that Gordon & Ironside control so 
much @f.the trad@..2. inci ¥ vw Bree A. tee , 
Q..In. shipping. to the old. oe hat eats has Gordon & 
Tronside over men like yourself.? 


A Mo advantage... He might considerably, take.a, bigger plunge... 


T have the same facilities for handling cattle as Gordon & 
Ironside... Qnly handling. than in large numbers he might get a 
slight reduction on his large business as is natural compared 
with a small business — . | 

Q You are not a member of the,.same-commission firm as Mr, 
Mullins ? | | 

A No, we are Sahat ks firma. We du not agree on véteks 
always ‘ | | ; 

Q You.do not. bes whether the earl dealors do. get tr enspor- 
tation facilities which you do not get? _ | 

A No, Ido not, know. It is.very difficult, nowadays to eh 
any transportation... 

Mr » Middleton : 

Q. You used, to, a a. i run, ss aula 2 

A I camot say as to that. We have been a. better runs 
this year. There has been some dissatisfaction in shipping 
from the west. 

Q If there were better facilities granted, quicker runs through 
it woulldo away with having to feed them on the way right xhmol 


through to Wimipeg ? 
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A Hay is the only thing you could give them on the train 


‘Watering cattle on the train has hever been considered a ¢ 

















success. Sometimes they pull up besides a watering trough 


a =. . a fot iy 5 % 3 7 


Q You can hay cars. They will not suffer from hunger on 
from thirst. With gentle cattle it would be better to un 
, them at Moose Jaw. They will drink and gp back to the ra 
‘While wild range bullocks will spend all the time roving | 


e - 
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Sah ee eres 
a 


ae 


round the yard looking for a place to.get out. 


~~. - 
i4= 
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Q A case has been mentioned to me where a car load of ste: 


«ASS 


was shear-marked. A mistake was made and a load of cows 


aM paid for cows 2 | i 1 
Ri A It would be veka bNe for mistakes to be made. Lt ithe ee 
Al ne innocently, mistaking the bills. or in loading at ntent 


; m 


ovarybody did their Hie but nothing would @ wrong ite 8 
body did their duty. 


_ There is another thing that has been nontioged : 
asin forwarding ag gents. Where there is a lot. of space ud 


yen 
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| sed as follows : : , . et as ae 
core Le eo MQuMR HAGCART® i eee Tha At te Maet: 


Q You Live at. ‘Dominion City ? : | : A lagi as 
‘Q. What is your business ?_ ei | | 
A Former now Raise grain and cattle ? 
Be A Not many catile. I fod cattle for the market. 
ie ‘How many 7 


A That varies }* some 200 in - season. Some times sheep; 


to food cattle, ; 

Q Do ‘you buy frou the farmer 7. 

( ‘No, but from sections of the county where they are 
butcher cattle. : | 
Q “What sections are + those ? 3 (ane 
A r guess they are picked out of the cattle that are brot 
in from different parts. They are save, cattle but not fin 
“Q You finish thom ? hie _ A You 
‘ a Q ‘By ‘the tine 73 3 are thro. igh with them they are finishe 


ee ‘cattle ? : ee | 
| pe | ‘Yos, ‘gosrally seated My experience in the cattle bu 
ae “in the ‘section of the country where I dive, is that the 


\ , lity” of ‘the cattle is “very inferior. I an speaking of ‘the : 
bs “country ‘from Finerson to the Lake of the Woods and a5 miles : 
“the ‘inte ma tional oad 
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2 | have never had trouble to get a good price for an aie, 
There is so much poor stuff in the country that it is hard to a 
get desirable cattle. - 
Q Not even god enough to make good beof ? ak 
ie A No, and. the quicker they are killed the better, The se i 
; would, be all right but it would not pay to fecd them; feoain s 
good stock pays. _ uy 
Q “Do you have any trouble or difficulty in ai sposing of i 
finished cattle ? A Ym 0a 
Q Where do you get your feed ? ne 
A Buy it, from farmers and vherever it is offered to me | Rf 
Q Some tell me it does not pay ? 3 
- A. It. pays to buy coarse grains to tack It is necessary to 
have a good breed of cattle. Beef ott of some of them is no 
fit for the table ; it is mt marketable. There is no size t 
them. | d 
Q How do you procure this cattle here ? 
A We buy from the abattoirs here and cattle not ait to 
slaughter we send them back. Some years ago I fed a number 
cattle. The last two years. it has been sheep. f 
Q. Do you buy sheep to feed ? 
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ABA, 
Chairmen ee ke hed fe ihe 
.Q Fave you had any experience wiiar the conditions which 2 
farmer raises them ? 
-A I buy them and feed..I do not: breed. Which time ean you 
‘make beef the cheapest on 3 years or calves ? 
Q I am asking you for your experience ? 
Ay t1 have not just. had. the farmer" S$ experience 
| Q Youmre a feeder ? , ‘ 
& Yes..1. feed calves from the time they were born. and [ 
have made grater gain on it 
Q Have. you. fed it,to.the mature animal ?... | 
,A No,; feed up to 7 months..At. the time 1am. speaking of they 
were thoroughbreds. 
Q Docs raising sheep pay in this country, but not. speaking 
28a breoder ? ... Gna | \. | 
A I have been a butcher . I would tithe that if Din fart does 
nbbs go more into. stock and improve what. they hacve it is only 
a.question of a very few years that they.will go out of busi- 
ness, | , 
It, is, not « on account of having no good stock ? 
/A They. will not,.be.able to grow wheat This alludes to. the 
section of the country where I live. Compare their crops ta 
jlast year. « ... 
ur, Middleton : a a A | 
eR When you. siiiads ‘aie: rae sila be catens ogi 
‘aia you have any agreement. with the butchersto. buy.them back 
,at2.certain price per pound ? | 
JA Yes, T buy, them under a, contract, to. return. them at a.certain 
ere ne Ae hage povky then oes! 
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A Take 4 cents or 3 cents for 60 aes feeding for sheep or 
cattle, one cents in advance. 

Mr. Fageart : 

Q You get a em in advance for fecding for 60 days ? 

A Yes 

Q Irrespective of what progress they may make ? 

A JI told you I do not feed the poor kind. Jt is cheaper to 
kill them, You go to Ontario where they buy feed. They are 
making money , here they are not. 

Mir. Middleton : 

Q Give us your experience infigures how much you pay ? 

A No, I camot do it on my oath. I do not keep an accurate 
account of everything I feed them. So I could not give it you 
in detail. I Inow only I made some money. Q -iven if capital is 
necessary it is no Justification for an ee low and Ute 
steady market ? 

A Take hogs for instance, people are flocking into hogs as 
fast as they can go. They will put them on the market before 
they are fit. 

Chairmn : 

Q Tow years ago were put out of hogs. tt is natural now though 
that they should go into it ? 

A The best farmers on the Roseau river in our country, like 
John King, who have made more money with them v the average 
farmer. eo is about 10 miles. from Dominion City. | 

Q You are “feoding on a safe margin ‘for the abattoir ? 

A For Gordon, Ironside & Fares. 

Q ts there ldable to be an over production of pork here 2 

A Yes, more people have pork than veal. This country does not 
raise mough poultry or eges either. 
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Q At what price should a farmer sell pork at live weight to 

make a profit ? 

A That varies. One farmer I knew claimed that he could have 
guaranteed 4 cents a pound live weight he could do business. 

I know a man who claimed that if they sell less than 7 cents 


a pound there is no money in it. 


-Q Do you think that the ‘fluctuations in the hog market 
depend on the supply and demand ? 


A I camot say. 
Q rs it not controlled by a few men ? 


A I wishfrto mke this statement. If they do it is the 
farmers’ own fault. If the abattoirs did net know more 
about the business they are doing than the farmers do 
about theirs, they would not be doing business in six 
months' time . I wish to be truthful and fair. 


It being five « 0 ‘clock ‘the Commissioners adjourned 
to meet again the next morning, Thursday, August ‘the 
Fiftoonth 1907, at BY oO "clock vhen the enquire was resumed, 


eee 


ae 





fi * a 2 rfl ree 


ws. distaw oid te. A204, ties nome? 8 ‘ives es mab ao 





aves é bhygo, of ait Bemtelo wert 1 veurtst venta end poy ia | 
ivenkaud ab ‘Bfvso ‘ed drintow ovtl jo & "dia é me ae 


oe oy <a 


bio. Y etaelt neal {few yor 22 tarlt _Denuks Loy oxi pene svou Ty 


reir o 


| at mt vento, a at erode , pesen. a 
towten acti edé nf arco bane aE carit - a 8 


ee 
es 

4 

is 

aa 

| 


som wel be atom dont : _ 


2, ie ~ 
248 


et at ak w ob yor 21 teammate ake exes adie I a 2 
einer wera FOr Bib ethostade erit ey | buat rw ‘axenah | 
‘ob erontist elt sactt piled ews yoo eaeataud att duos : : 
mle ak avodinud gatob od tors bisew port Seats : 
irs bets Luiddu 2 od aes i Bice “ . 


Tah Oh oe ge 


tt fn + a Re 


eo ye ae 





ie 
CJ 


se 


437, 


| JAMES ty GORDON, M,P Pi having been duly sworn, 
depesed as follows: 
TO MR, HAGGART : toe 


Q You are the president of the company or corporation know 
as The Gordon, Ironside & Fares Company, Limited ? 
A Yes, Iam, Mr. Hagpart. 
Q What is yourb ficial position ? 
A I am president, I an manager of the packing department, 
I look after the finances of the company, and both the export 
and the pork departments. Gur business in the export depart- 
ment is divided.’ Mr. Fares looks after the business between. 
Winnipeg and the mountains and I1.look after the business hertw~ 
een Winnipeg and White River. After they leave there Mr. 
| Ironside looks after them. He is in Montreal He looks after 
the space and everything pertaining th the export business 
going to the old country. 

The packing houses at say Kenora, Port Arthur, Port 
William, Rainy River and other places are under my own 
: management, . | eh gs 3 a 
Q. You have a plant at all these iaite 2 | A Yes 
Q. the principal abattoir is intthe City of Wirmipeg fe 
A Yes. If you just: allow me to make one suggestion. After: « 
you have heard me on the packing and export » Iwould like to 
deal with these separately, if agreeable to you. 
Q Ifyou like to make your statement first I can examine you 
after on it ? 


A I would be pleased to do that. I an hore to give as clear a 
statement as possible. 
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Q Which will you take first ? | 
A I will probably take the ‘packing plant. It has been 
stated by the press and some public men that there is a combi 
and the wholesdle men or the packers of the City of Winnipeg 
have been charging exorbitant rates, now, if that is a fact 
I, as president of this company do not know,it. 

I come here today prepared to give this commission 


the prices that we have been paying for butchers’ cattle forl9G 


1906 and 1907. I am prepared to give them the prices we sell 
ab. The prices we sell different meats to the retail butchers 
for these years. I am prepared to show them what the cattle 
dressed at. We can show what the beef actually cost us and what 
we sold it for, the same with hoes and sheep. 

I might say that the member for Gilbert Plains was 
anxious that the commission should make the packing houses 
shwow the figures of say the last six months of 1905. 

We are prepared to give you 1905 and. 1907 
Q That is the result as taken from your books 2 
A Yes, an absolute copy ‘made by Mr.J.F. Rilton, the auditor 
of the company. 

Q You have objection to the commissioners hav¢ing their ow 
man go through your books and verifying it ? 

A. No. The first six months of 1905 we paid to the dealer 
and to the farmer or whoever they ‘night be the average price 
on cattle of $4.06 per ewt paid at the stock yards. The 
average price that that beef cost us was $7. 51. 

Q How do you make that out : You a $4.06 and it cost you 
$7.51 2 fis 
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A Take into consideration the bullock dressed 54 
per. cent of the owt. We sold that beef to the retailer at 
$6, ai. That is. the average price we received for the first 
Six months of 1905, Or in other words we sold beef to the re= 
tail butcher for less than the beef cost us. Not taking into ; 
‘ consideration the offal, not including the heart, tongue and a 
liver, as is the head, tallow, horns and hoofs, 
| For the second six months of 1905 beef cattle cost 
$2. 97. That beef cost us $5. 50 dressed per cwt. and we wit that 
for $5 45 to the ret:il butchers of the city of Wirmipeg. 

In 1906 for the first six months our butcher cattle 
cost us $4.09. That is what we paid to the farmr and dealer. 
That beof cost: us $7.50 per owt and we sold it to the trade for 
$6.37, 

, | The last six months of 1906 our cattle (bu tcher) 
ee us 3. le, our beef cost us $5. 1%, and we sold ito the 
trade for $5. 66. 
You will find that lots of this beef sold at $6 and 
IE $65 25, ‘but that is the average for the whole Six 
months. «a 14,000 pounds of beef that is the average, 

In the first 6 months of 1907 we paid to the rancher, 
farmer or dealer for cows, bulls, steers » otc.,$4.67, beef 
cost us $8.64, and the average price that we received for the 
beef for the first 6 months of 1907 was $7. 60. Now, he 
‘averaged that at $7. 60, there was some of that sold for $9.25 
and $9. 50. 
| In July of the present year we sold some for 10 cents 
for which we paid 6 cents. Cost $.67 per cwt. _ 

Now we have calculated these cattle dressed at 54 


pounds per cwt. I think the member for Gilbert Plains said 52, 
He said less. 
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Q. The general run is 48 to 55%? 

A, Yes. If you want to kmow the prevailing price in my one 
month in 1905, 1906 and 1907 I will give it yot ’ 


1905 per cewt. per 1b. 
January beef cattle cost $3.21 we sold at 5 1/4 to 6 cents. 
February fi es ee see 
March i BE ay 5 3/4 ,, 612 
April vs 3.85 ee 6 , 7 
May yy 4.22 ss 612 ,, 8 

June mn eS ae 634 ,, 8 
July {4 et eee Go yy Ree 
August Vs ae got Cae ee 
September mi 2.90 ne 5 

October. 4s... eM gee 
November e , 2.62 4 5 rie 5 1/2 
December sg, AM a ees 


Q. You are giving us what the cattle cost on foot live weight? 
A Yes, giving you what we sold it for dressed reckoning it 
at 54 per cent. A bullock weighs 1000 pounds we dress him into 
540 pounds of beef. At the end of every month we check up what 
we paid for our cattle and what it cost us. | | 

The foregoing was. for 1905, The average cost per 
head was $37. 22. OUr beef cost us live weight that year average 
$3.38 and we sold the dressed beef for $5.90. 


ab 
PRE ad CO ab a Loteney at a4 


ene tis itt sori; yabliaversy edt wort ot drew toy 2T , ied A 
owe orig EEhn TNOGE Bea 9080 200 at sha 


- 


a MTS tay 
a5. RSS re 
BS vy ‘as 5 x 
me. Cz, g van 
¢ at 
Si Pek bs aX 
ait Cig is a2 
oes S ak 


two oq 


ro 
BE 
18,5 


“S88 
$0.6 


5 


ays 


$3,5" 
at. 


ee" 


BS ot 


. a! * ae a red | anki 


ae CE Sea ager 
Bones 0 ot a a isk ow 28, oat daoo otttee Youd yuunet | 
at By BS th 4 
Sia (~ RSs me — | 


ae a a 


nana 


as 
wo 
sll 


4 


Set 
ne 
a1, Medot90 
“ya Sedmovell 


Mitieiew avit foot ao tgeo Lhe edd sade ee os uot a 
EPR pate oo horse Sot tt Mon ew dadtw. on hm 
“ein mid gee oe 7a 4 





ay 
at 
* 
LA 
a 
= 
4 


; an 
_eryrwn ve. 


= 


r +. 
ee ae 


— ee a 








4A) 


1906 Der owt. per 1b. 
january beef cattle cost $3.10 we sold at 5 ets to 5 1/2 
February amg 377 Be 5 ets to 7 
yerch eet te, eee NR a 
April oa 4,24 c 6 >. Pe 
May v 4.32 ys 6 ae 
June ioe oes 6 eee 
July . | Bae ae 5 ht ee 
August ery ee ees 2s 
September +3 Pass te 514.6 
October & Gost re Be ie oe 
November ia oy F She peg ae 
December ae Wee: 5 ee ee 
Christms is included in that a So ee 


~ ‘The average cost of our cattle paid to the rancher 
and dealer for the year 1906 was $37.06 per head delivered at 
the stock yards, or in other words $3.45 per cw. We sold 
' to the trade the dressed meat of this cattle at $6.01 average 


per ewt. for the year 1906. eas ; 
| Ls _It would be well for the Comnis- 


sioners to know that the price for dasssxad dressed weight of 
meat includes the heart, tongue and liver. They are always ~ 
throm in. I do not think that that is done in any place that 
I know of. | | ‘ 
1907. , per owt. per lb. 


Jenuary becf cattle cost $3.47 we sold at 51/2 to 61/2 
February: —s_—,, 4122 a 6 Py iy 
March... .. a. 4 25. i 6.1/2 ‘ “ae 
eth ok ts Ge ifs 5:8: 

oe ie oh 16 8A 


June, ee a7 AL, a? 8 1/2 323 9 1/4 
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We are cheaper than in any part of this Domin/ion, 
taking, into consideration the price paid for live cattle. 

Our cattle ease us for the first siz months of this 
year $53. 20 per head, or $4.67 per ‘owt live weight. We sold 
the ‘boot of these cattle for $7. 60 per ewt, averaged for the 
first six monthsof 1907. 

For this ; year we shaxged our methods of keeping books 
We put in ‘the system. We know the cost of uvery car of cattle. 
Amd what it cost per pound and what it cost per hundredweight. 
And what it cost to handle. In 1905 and 1906 it might vary 
a quarter of a cent, but this year we can give you the selling 
price of beef for every pound. The figures for the past 6 
months are absolutely correct. 

We will now take the Hog part of it. 
There is this about it with hogs. There s is only a small part 
or percentage sold dressed to the trade. They are dressed ani 
packed away for bacon and hams. , 


_ A Hog weighing 106 pounds will dress at 75 pounds. 


1905 7 et per owt. per 1b. 
"January pork cost us $4.91 we soldat 6 1/72 to 714A 
February mie MBS ag (6 Bh ; 
a i ne OS ae 63/4, 7 
MM erate: RX? eae 71/2 ,, 8 
EE RR ee haaa eam: 0, 
TT Sedecgabora taken aaa BYCRNG b 
titer 0 8 
gs pats worry gue if i Ae ft : 12 ,,9 

9 ae ku 
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| The average price we paid for each hog in 1905 

- was $10.81, or an average price of $5.73 per cwt. The price 

we received for the sale of hogs was 6.25 dressed weight, These 
Hogs are slaughtered, dhilled and delivered to our customers 

. free to any part of the city. 


1906 per cwt per Ib 

Jameary pork cost us $6.14 we sold at 8 cts to 9 cts. 

February _ es a 6 36 f 9 ets 

March if a. 9 cts to 10 cts 

April E nar 10 

May we 7 18 a 10 1/2 

June 2 TPB Hae 10 1/2 

July ‘ ae 16 to 10 1/2 

August be 7 73 ue 10 1/2 to 1117 
September ps 7 69 ae ll®@® biz 

October 2 “ee 10 1/2 to 12 

November ¢. 7.68 Ave 10 te 10 1/2 

pecember a mon Ly, 10 to 10 1/2 


If you will note the difference, hogs for 1906 cost 
$14.15 each. More than what one of the members of par laement 
said they cost; The average price for 1906 was $7.06 per cwt 
live weight. | 

! If a farmer brought in to us a car load of hogs he 
ept the sameprice as the man who ships to us every day | 
inthe year. We make no differences. 

The price that hogs brought that year was $10.11. 

After you figure out at what a hog will dress at, take into 
account the freezing and delivering, and you will discover 

that. the. eee are not so. sen he 
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1907 | per cwt per lb 


Jenuary pork goat us $7.00 we sold at 10 to 10 1/2 cents 
February ie 7 en 10 1/2 

March ba, a ae 10 1/2 

April “i 7 62 yi 1012 t nip 
Ry ey FER tae 10 1/2 t 112 
ers eae ace ie 


| The first six months of the presenthyear the average 
cost price of hogs was $14.98 per hog or an average of $7.40 
per ewt ave weight. The average price we received for it 
dressed was $10.78. 


Q. Farmers have recommended the raising of sheep ° 


A, We get a few and are prepared to give you some figures on 


shpep. 

- 19BG: ene: per ewt, per: lb 
January sheep cost us $4.25 we soldat 7 1/2 #0 8 cents 
Febramryme: $5.45, 34 4, 25 (ied ie 71 to 8 cents 
Maréhovipss. lvqyaee oat) BBO) os, Plies 7 1/2 to 9 cents 
April » (al lawina Me Wher siya 9 to 1212 
Map art no tio dv Tei: OOu, |, 12212to u 
June’. sy 6 Taihu tw. 
Teiiry sheen posts “SRES Wh heehee 10utord as 
August. oh 4 Bag ies 9% 91/2 
September rf 5 BAH 5) 8 to 9 
Gétober ve SDR oy 10: 3 
November re GBA eo 10 to 11» 
Decenber = The ayaras dod ont give ee LO tai 12, 


> The average cost per head for our. rst for 1905 was 4. 88 
or $5.25 per cwt. The average. selling price was $9. 87, that dos 
not include the pelt. 


eee 


ul eq 
al OE at Of 


“5 
a 
2? 


ay or 


Si of 
Ay a a al er 
fo Sf of 

of EL 


vo 


gviexs ats taeAtoeasty oft to ecitnom xta tect ‘at | 


— Yoer 
te blow ov 00.16 a dave srg yeaa 
" oma 





c 
. 
f 


ben Yeg 


av WF 


\ 
avers 


- (+ ia a 


NC tee 


Ps * . * Wed 
2 Rta 4s. ete 


ey So Me ee Soy is 


 aihy! Soph s Pad as Eo ah 


<3 1 mee _ tings 
‘4 $i ee a tap. Bree 


aa F oe a vat 
ey a ant 


qn4F ev ne i 


Ga.NG te aysreva me to pel teg See ssw sgod to cok ; taoo 


$ 


5 ack hevionet ew sobs enetsvs exit .tiatew ove duo: r0q 


d Lae 


7 


67. 0L8 aaw beaaeth 


© yoeds ‘to gutaiet ant hebresmoet eyed avons .0 


im Srumli anoa voy ey of Herespo Tey e1s brs wot # tog oW 4A 


ff ntaty 
sineg 6 of SVL Y 
atties. Bod. SNL YT 


atin @ ot BNE any 
eAL at iS\t Si 


AL o¢ Sf 


¥ ae? 3 
. gogde 
8 


ao Dae 


‘dwd ‘teq gen - B0eL 


ts bos ow GS.a8 ws tn gt ea 


+3 
x ‘ G7 
et 
+t 


ay a 4 ek ot. wh OE » os: oo a mh 


cS Dee ee es) aks 
rs oe , 


as Dd Pa ee% pabiit Ry i} 
O28 ee. uke Du inpgedied ‘ oa “— 







ey a 


44.5 
Sometimes we get sheep not wellfed. A poor sheep is 
‘the hardest thing in the world to improve. There is a dif- 
ference as to how a sheep will dress. If a sheep has his cnat 
on and» it is ‘damp weather it will dress very badly: .°:In good 
weather they will dress 50 per cent.. Not shorn they will dress 
less, © 


a0GGisgart 2 per cwt per lb 
Janwary sheep cost us pa$9.01 we soldat  ©10 to 12 cents 
February ad 7 52 oy 8 1/2 to 12 
fertie.t doee not taka 7 65 yy 10 to 13 

April. thas 6 BRiacw ay r.12%t0 13 
Mayo” PS a 7 26 * 12 to 14 

Sule, teat is a3 688 purgy ll tu 

August ~~ © %y, | 46 Dinotigg 11.1/2 to 12 1/2 
September Fi 46 53 hag 12 te 12.1/2 
October io thes, Gas xe ll 1/2»to 12 
November tag, wy 6 66 wes 11 to. 12 2/2 
December es 6°37 i 1112 to 12 


3 ~The average for the year 1966 per head to: the pro- 
ducer was $5.87 ; per owt. $6. 88, delivered in the yards in 
Winnipeg. Average selling price, $11.80 per cwt. 
ey The: following is for the first six months in 1907. 
We 5 no ve in — 1907, | 


1907. we hides. For ine ¢ POPC RT Ae per lb 
ial ciples i “$6.72. we sold'at © 12°to 13 1/2 cts. 
‘itch v 6 Bh ee 1112 te 131 
Rorftiver conte 4 pound wukl Be aly womormacgsty/anter ad 
Moyles, $1.20. pan bide. 236. y, 21/2 4 
ui aot. Thoogte. where <6. Tr A Suyerte 14 12 


4 The average cost of our sheep was $7. 45 per sheep ° 
for the first 6 months of 1907. The ae cost, oe cwt was 
$6. 955 average selling price $13.43: 
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: Wr. Middleton : 

a Q Explain how sheep were so, high in January 1906 ? 

4 A We were short of frozen mutton and men who had sheep aia 
want to sell. We just had to have it. That is all. 
n he farmer can make us sweat. 

» Haggart 3) ea 
All that is the result of th selling prices at the fae ry 
Yes ons ? | eo 
That does not take into account the offal ? 
No, other than the heart tongue and liver. do Tate 
Do you not charge for them ? : i & outs oe 
No, that is a present to the purchaser of the carcass, ty | 
Then what other offal is productive to the nein fad arbi: ‘ ee 
— Ay The offal is our profit. The hoofs, bones and casings 


 &D>, pe QO: & bh €©. 


‘ are throw away by others, but we do not use the blood just: 
~ now. We are too far away. The farmers do not. think ‘tia 
need anything of that kind for their land yet. © a 

is Q And for an ordinary beeve what would be the value of the 
offal ? 
A. The hide of. a bullock will be 98 or 60 pounds wt the» ou 
The way the mrket is stays and. as: been for sone months 






< fte ro your net ovotiie ¥ ied ae nip the 
he Seven cents. a pound would be a fair parhrton for ever 
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For instance, during the last six months more than one cent 
a pound would have to care out of the hide because the cattle 
was so high, tt looked an exorbitant price to charge 10 cents 
in the month of july but we were pay 6 cents and the cattle 
dressed at 54 per cent. 
Q What other by-products are there ? 
A Something out of horns, shin-bones, hoote. every thing out 
si ide of blood. There is the tallow. 
Q How much do 3 you think that that would amount to in dollars 
and cents for a 1000 pound beeve ; full amount %e +he outside 
of hide 2 wey 
A When you are killing stallfed cattle, 40 pounds of tallew 
worth $1, 20 in the raw state. Crass cattle 25 pounds of tallow 
worth 75 cents. Sometine s there is no tallow at all. I think 
making a conservative estimate what is left outside of the 
hide of the bullock take it the year round is worth $1.25 to 
$l. 50 a head. We camot give you that exae tly. | 
0. And that enables | you to sell dressed beef to the retailer 
or to the public at less than the actual amoumt for what you 
pay for dressed beef in the stock yards ? | 
A, Yes, I am willing to give what our percentage is to the 
comission. The statement has been meade that our profits 
are oxorbitant. Your auditor can verify that. 
Q hat are your net profits on the gross earning for the last 
four or five years ? We would only ask it for the informa~ 


| tion of the Comnissioners, and if you desire it we would not 


allow it to be made public ? 
A £ would just. as soon that it were made public. Do you not 


fact a little sore when you are not guilty ? If the Com 
missioners say that ow prices are exorbitant I am prepared 
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to abide by their decision, The heart and liver is always 
given. in. A purchaser will take 5 CAT OASAAS , 5 hearts, 5 ton~ 
gues and 5 livers, they are given free, 

Q You do inow abroad whether they give it to the ir customer s? 
A I do not think they do. | 
Q it might be as well for you while you are giving this data 
to the comission to make a statenent with reference to the 
export business . 

A We aid not think it was necessary to gp back for more than 
a year. This is the export statement for 1906. We made some 
profits in that yoar. The year before we had a deficit. The 
year 1906 was not the most profit table year, but it wes the most 
profitable for a number of years. 

| Statement showing average price paid for export cat~ 
tle for the year 1906 : 

This is at Calgary, Macleod, Medicine Hat, we pay 
froight weighed off cars here, Say Mr : Middleton ships a car 
to Montreal. We buy them ; we assume freight from point of 
shipment This is at point of shipment. Or.add 45 cents per 
owt. to this in Winnipeg. We take the basis 45 cents. ; 


Cie gat awh, per head. 
May export cattle cost $2.25 liye weight or $59.21 each. 
Ba a ht) ae 52.60 
July st or as ec: 60.40 
August. i vis , | 3.65 we 49.55 
Soptenber eh A 
em iy SAM. 45,8 
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4A9 
You will naturally think that this is for export 

stéors. But this is for steers, cows and for heifers in 1906. 
The average price we paid for them per cwt was $3.62 live we ight 
for 1906, We paid’an average of $49.95 as an average for 
the whole year to the rancher. These are the cattle we bought 
We bought some 12, 000 mixed lots. Some would not be suitable 
for export. For these we paid $43. 25 average, at point of ship- 
ment. They were bought by the dollar, 
| In the cattle I eave you weighed off cars there would 
be a greater peréontage of steers than there would be in the 
12,000. And the price of the 12,000 would’ be reduced. 

We export the proper kind of cow if she is heavy. 
Q Of that 12 ,000 were they are exported ? A Yes 
Gn suppose you would buy a hunch of wantee, say 50 or 100, 
and they would be sorted out here ? 
A The rancher says :"I have 250 head". He puts his price on 
then. Wo say Mi 75 of them will de for export, or there are 
100 exporters, 100 butchers and 50 steers to go back to the 
ranch. The 100 butchers we take in the abattoirs, the other 
100 goes through exported and the ranch cattle are sent back. 
The great bulk of our cattle goes to London, ‘Liverpool and 
Bristol. 
Q ‘You do not sell in Montreal ? A Wo 
Q Have ‘you amy other ttatenent wo make with reference to ex- 
port cattle ? rE “T 
A Mo,'% miles the | cond ssioners wish 
Q. “How many ‘thousand cattle were there for which you paid 
M49. 25'a head oe = 
A. There were 20° »790 for Pri we Rote the’ tay 25. There were 
‘VA,A48 heifers and cows. 
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Q’ ‘In addition to the large plant you have in Wi nipeg you 

have pobtie houses. and cold storage houses at other points ? 
A Not packing houses. Take Kenora where in the summer we are 
selling 60 or 70 carcasses, It isa cobler. It is solely 
used to supply the butchers there. It is shipved in in refriger 
ator cars to Kenora and put in the freezer. K butcher can get 
one or five sides of beef there. No shrinkage to him. 

It used to be ‘that he never knew how to buy his beef formrly 
We have Kenora, Fort William, Port Arthur, Rainy River’ and 
Sudbury. 

Q You have none west 2 ; 

A’ None west at all, If you notice these houses are located 
where meats have to be shipped in ; where they do not 

grow meat We do not interfere in the west. 

Q What plant have you or facilities in Montreal, Toronto or 
Fast 9 

A’ The oly plant in Montreal is in comection with the export. 
We bought some years ago our own stock yards. We own and con~ 
trol our owm stock ‘yards in Montreal where we feed our owm cate 
Chairmen: Les 

Q I read at a newspaper that you exported 75 per cent of the 
cattle exported from Canada ? 

A We exported last year 73,000 head of cattle. These cattle 
were exported from Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, , Ontario 
and Quebee and Chicago, We handle a one many cattle from 
Chicago. ‘We are compelled to do it. | 

ye ig Tronside writes to me and bal abs much space ‘shall I 
oT say: "Seven thousand." He will make arrangacents 
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for 7000 ppaces. Probably we have rented a steamer and the 
cattle gets away. We are 760 or 800 cattle short for the boat 
If we cannot get them handled in Ontario we go to Chicago. 

You have other plant and property west ? 
We have ranches in Alberta and Mexico. 

No stock yards ? A Wo 

Then your operations are not confined to here ? 

No in Chicago and Mexico. Our charter is a dominion charter. 

How do you operate in Mexico ? | 

Our property is held in trust for the company. 

What is the amount of capital invested in your business ? 

I might say that the firm of Gordon, Ironside & Fares is a 


close corporation outside of three or four of our men. We 


- OF ©. 0.0. >» oO 


never have to make a statement as a charter company. ICcf the 

comaissioners want that statement I will have no objection 

to giving it to them. 

q It might be of use in this way. Suppose you had a quarter or 

half a million and the genseral profits of the business were 

dependent on the profit ? | | 

A I understand. 

Q I do not want to know. Tell the counisaioters ? 

A You say how large a capital we have Perhaps the comnisslon- 

ers would also like to know our turn over. Now, our packing and 

export turn over amounted to $9, 000,000. Last year. 

Q Practically you do control all the export business of the 

ae Dominion Ps , 

| tee have for the last six or seven years, though we have 

: “shipped probably not one half, but much more went through of 

our cattle than has’ gone out of Canada. However, this present 

° ‘year we have shipped out Ge per cent of the cattle from the 
“Dominion of Canada, 
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Q You practically ship allfrom the western province ? 

A Hot all but a big peroer tag . ‘le are practically all the 

exporters here exacopt: a. new mann named W.W.Brauer. Bater & 

liclean, Daniol Dough in and HA. Mullins are simply commission 

men. ay ee 

Q Tn buying « cat ble fron the ranchers or ‘farmers, Mr. Gordon, 

your firn can prac tleally fix the market price ? 

A Well, not, I do not think so. You see et export business 

is not a “monopoly. There are only a few 6 3 xporters left, 

The export business is a most deceptive business. You buy 
ttle in Alberta at @ cer tain price. You try to figure that 

there will be @ dollar or two in that the other side 

Tho rarket 09 8 up or dom half a cent at a time end sometimes 

one cent a pound in one day. Now, you can see that a man who 


<9 


is exporting i? not strong finmeially, he will get hurt. 


Time and agpin “I have sat in my office and had 


ro turns coming with a | loas sca gating $50,000 before they 


> 


made a change . But we ship the ‘whole year round, and of cdtrse 


we 0 ‘not always have los ses. “If we did we would be out of 


Aer td 


business 
Coming back ‘to ‘the question of control, if we 


control. it wo do it by ourselves. | Probably our organization 
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A» You are a lawyer. I am en exporter. If I went to appear 
before a judge and jury no man would expect me to take the 
place of a man of experience there. 

Q:. Then the prices you are able to offer. to the farmer ed 
rancher are dependent upon the results that you expect will 
flow from the other side ? 

Yes 
_You are always in touch with the Liverpool market ? 
Always | 
/It-is governed by supply and demand. 2 
Supply and-demand. ; 
» And at time s I suppose you, get.a little more than you 
‘expected 2 2, 

A Yes, we get pickings aswell as the other side, | 
Q 4n_d some times when there is a glut they are not very 


anxious toe buy ? 


A You tget in-with the bicoas They’ only want 500 head and 


‘there are 800 they can trim you. 


Q Better than you can the rancher ? 
A A hundred per cent better 


~Q You buy the butcher cattle to sell them in inntiny and in 


Sault Ste Marie, Fort Willian and other places where you have 
agencies, what determines. the price offered for butcher cattle? 
A “Supply and demand. You’ take in the spring of the year. For 


most of our cattle in the spring the farmer says I must have 


‘4 cents or more and if the farmer holds out you have. to: pay 


> him his priee.: If you. day: you have to sell. your beef at a price 


to leave a profit taking the by-product into consideration. 
The farmers have absolutely everything to do with the price, 


I cannot go to a farmr and dictate to him his price. He says 
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"You give me so-and-so", You have to give it. He can sell to 
somebody else . 
Chairman : | 
5 They say that they carmot ? 
A There is absolutely nothing in it. And Mr. Campbell gets 
just the same rates to Montreal for his cattle as Gordon, 
Ironside & Fares. If a farmer brings a car of cattle in to 
the Winnipeg they have the facilities there the best on the COR 
tinent. The brings in a car of cattle amd he does not have to 
sell to Gordon, Ironside & Fares. Be can ship to Toronto, Mon- 
treal or any place he likes. There ig absolutely no corer 
whatever He can bring his car of cattle here. The O.P.R. char- 
ees him 70 cents per ewt. He says it is too much. He can bring 
his hay up there. He pays no market charges, but only 2 cents a 
day for yardage. 
Q Excepting that you have your yards and your feed along the 
line sold to you ? 
A You cannot expect any corporation, the €.P.R.,or anybody - 
else to feod his cattle and carry away his manure when there 
is absolutely nothing for theinselves. It is only fair that 
they should charge a little for hay andpardage. 

We buy our hay from the farmer we try to buy it as 
cheap as possible. It means a good deal in the yard. When 
we can buy hay cheap in Wirmipeg for White River we buy it 
there, or buy it in Ontario if it is cheaper. 
Q There are four other abattoirs though not so extensive as 
yours: 2 
A Gallagher, Holman, lafrance Company, The Western Packing 
company, Mitchell & Sturgess, J.B.Lauzon and Griffin's 
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| Q Does there exist in Manitoba between you or your company and 


these other abattoir owmers or any of them any arrangement, 
agreement or. pen ending as to the fixing of prices for liye 
mat ? 


A Absolutely none. Only this on iba, lst and 15th of every 
; month we send out a letter quoting prices of hogs and cattle, 


| to everybody in the trade, . | 


Q. And that price is fixed without reference to any other 
establishment in ths sane business ? 


A Absolutely, a and it is not fixed at all, Very often we will 


‘be paying 1/2 or a quarter of a cent more or less than the 


fixed. Griffin's “may have a large run of hogs and will not 
buy in the mirket. They have all they can handle. 

Q Does there exist between them or any of them and your 
company or any, member of your company any arrangement, AER aga 
ment or understand ing, er has there existed any air angement., 
agreenent or understanding fixing the price of dead meats to 
the retailer or moduear public 7? | 

A There is not nor has there ayer been, If We are seid Sin our 
beef too cheap very often some of the other whole sale men will 
natice it. There is absolutely not any understanding, , If I 
pay a price for cattle the other man must pay the same price or 
not ept the cattle. They therefore cannot cut the price for 
beef, uless they want tofidit for nothing, _ We send circulars 
to every _ body that has shipped us a fog. 

Chairman: a) a 

Q To the other ‘packing houses m a 

a Sometimes . We some time s get 8 circular from, J.Y.Griffin, It 
i s. absolutely ‘independent of ours ; not based on it, We will 
send out circulars for. hogs at 6 ‘1,2. I do not sec the ir cir- 


i cular ; s they pay 6 3/4, They will gradually come down. 
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, Hagar’ + 

Q It is‘charged that there is a beef trust. Sometimes. there 
aré’ tin corporations. Sometimes @ person would have ‘stock iin 
both corporations or be a directar of bath. Has any sharehol- 
der in your company any stock or propriebmyy interst in any 
ofthe ‘other companies :in the same. business as yourself ? 

A Absolutely not.a dollar and no person has a dollar in ours, 
Outside of threes or four of our men. 

Q “Is there any “arrangerent, agreement or untecrstanding that 
when ore company in Wirnipes has made'a bid at the stock yards 
Ona ‘lot. of cattle that the others will stand back 2 

A-rIedo not ‘know today ref ‘any place in Canada where competition 
is as keen as it isin the Gh. Pp, Rk. stock yards. The comnissi- 
oners can see that competing is being done. The trouble is 
thateit’ is all too much’ the other way. If competition was 
not.so keen there would be more people inthe business. 

Q°.1 think you toldjus:thmt the farmer or rancher «in shipping 
receives the sane treatment as the ordinary dealer ? 

A They ‘get exactly the sameprice for hogs as: the dealers. «I 
might say that we have in nearly every district in the Province 
of Manitoba som person who hogs. If we pay him as much as 
any person else we will likely get the hogs. If we don't we 
won't. Thera are one or two other men ‘in the province, in- 
depdident men, that have butchér shéps and'sel) their’ ‘product 
to citizens andy farmers.) They went into the hog and cattle 
business ‘to better collect their money. They sell the farmer 
$50 worth: ‘of meat, ‘the chances are that if he has oe the 
butcher will get his money. Weenles SvbePernih, The rain) 

Q. There is no arrangement’, agreement or ct ote between 
you and your retail customers that they shall fix heir’ ens 
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AAs far as any understanding is concerned, 1 do not think 
that I have spukento a retail customer as to what he should 
sell his meat for, I have always felt that I was right vhen I 
said that they were. doing. their business wrongly ; doing too 
much credit business ; that is the chief source af the trouble 
It is further. stated that. we control retail, shops,, As to that 
we have not a claim, not to the omit of a five cent piece on 
them, over and abaye the ordinary account. I will say this 
that pro bably in one or two cases. that when a party started 
first. they, had notsufficient capital wo gave, them. some assis- 
vanes, but they paid interest, and they paid for their. goods. 
If we did not sell them goods as cheap as anybody else they 
could go elsewhere. : | 
Q (Ina city paper_a correspondent states that these retail 
butchers, who are apparently good men, wore afraid to tell the 
truth, and that they were controlled by the wholesale men ? 
A rt is absolutely untrue. -l,think that the commissioners 
should insist that they should apalogize. I.do not think that 
any paper or any citizen has a right to censure a man without 
proof. . ) . 
Q -It-is mare serious Sit that. It is practically you mn 
with subornation and inciting to perjury. nar 
‘Ao It issaaong thing to do. I an not aware of any person who 
‘would make a charge of that-kind. It is not true. It is 
absolute lyountrue ys oy 
sq ‘You have no cantrol, over any of th ese men, 2 
‘A’ Tohave nov contral. I ‘have tds chaaitar vey The ore tail ton 
_buteher ‘can buy from the» farmer or from whoever he, likes. 
© ]tts in the interests of the retail butchers to. buy from, the » 
Be packing houses... Aman starting in business in, the .old days 
with $500 or $700 had to go out in the country and bring the 
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cattle in. He had to have a car load at a bout a thousand we 
ns lars and he had to have a herder. A man today with shea cat ee 


I want @ bullock.or a hog or a sheep. He can come back as 
get another. He has not. got to keop his capital tied. He cn a 
have a better assortment. We get a man who comes and buys le | 
or 15 carcasses of the best beef. It is exceptional to be cs 
able to buy like.that outside of the abattoir. 


Q Do you prepare chilled beef ? 


A. Yes. Any person that. think he camot get his price can. hav 


the animal killed for $1 end get the hide. and ever ything exe 
_the ee and hoofs. They say. "We will sell you this hide and 
tallow ". | 
0. You do that for Bavid Finn and other butchers ? 

A Yes. ere: 

Q They are practically in oppositiog to you ? 

7 A Yes 3 the only advantage we have is our killing cost us. 50. 


cents and we ee them 79 cents per. 


Stipes ud nore aviratiive, that the. butcher cen afford to Pa y 


ere. tt better _pvice, and I think that that is conceded. Now, fe rou 
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Q Should there not be some genase person in your abattoirs 
to inspect Ta , 
A The ‘city has a man there ‘every day, as to his qual ifica- 
tions, I do not know. I now he is pretty particular, Bub his 
certificate , however, should be stamped on every careass, 
Q At the ‘killing you may find some defect or disease. The 
local buteher says it is pretty hard for the poor butcher to 
lose $40 er $50 on a diseased e2 arcass ? . 3 
A With many and many carcasses of bed it is ‘that way. At- 
ter opening the whole mavente ofa bul lock has been found to 
be fa irly alive with tuber culosis, They are as fat as possible 
but literally rotten inside. We run them-into the tallow tank.. 
That is a great temptation to the local poor butcher. There 
should be an inspec tion at all killing points. 
Q That is more satisfaction than half a cent a pound cheaper ? 
A te wilt a ffect the consumer of meat certainly, | 
Q I think } you told us tat you had no adventage “with the C.P.R 
other than the fact tha t you have your places along the way? 
A Was tho statement: given here in evidence ‘that the large 
exporters cot a robate of $16 or 815 a car ? 

ir. Middleton : 
A 2 ‘think it is very unfortunate that Mr. Lauzon should make 


Te) was, ‘eortai inly. hinted: 


any assertion on rebate that he could not prove. “His brother 
does not. et it. There is no st la in Canada that gots it 
from the 0. Ms R T do not know about the othor railways. 

our biatesen with “thein” was a million dollars: ina year. ‘Surely 
Af anybody | should et any privileges foe then it would be us 


but we n never et the iumdroath part “ot a ‘cant, 

Rs eee Rie ake sare dt think 

The only thing is thon, ‘and it is a good deal, ‘they permit us b 
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White River, and in Montreal we have our om yards. It is en 


advewtage both ways, because having our yards there the C.P.R. x 


get all our export trade pretty nearly, but when anybody says 


the C.P.R. is giving a rebate we have not got it. 


Q I think Mr, Lauzon made some reference to rebates on 5 inant: 
ships ? 
A He said they gobbled up the space and shoved the little man: 


out. Ironside might ask me :"What amount do you want for Au- 


gust?" But he may not take a foot of space until the cattle 
are on the road. The. steamship companies are reasonable. There 
is no mocnopoly of space. 

Q Your company does not gamble in buying space ° A No. 

Q Have you ever run up against speculators of that kind ? 

A Ranchers, many of them, have the idea that the exporters 
were making too much and they thought they would ship their 


own cattle. It has been my privilege to see some of the ayete 


ments of the ranchers and it would look to me as if they paid 
from $3 -to A, oO: ‘for handling the cattle than what it cost us. 
I think we can export a’ bullock $3 cheaper 

Q. The Yencher is altogether in the hands of the commission 
men ? y 

A Fittest The commission merchant must haye some th ing 
for his work. 3 3 

a And: you do the work yourselves a 0 Ae & 

Q There is nothihg like this : fron the steamship or C.P.R, 
companies that when a man has exported up to a certain number 
say" 10,000 or 20,000 then he would get a rebate 2 

A | Take. the present. I do not think we have: ‘paid over twenty- 
five shillings for Ccean freight ; Ii think the reason is we 
control, most of the cattle. ourselves. But when there are four o 
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or five coumission men all looking for freight and they all 
want 106 spaces it will increase to one or two thousand. And 
‘up goes space five shillings. We can understand where one man 
da taking space and ten men are looking for spaceo.. If the 
steamboat people thought that at 25/~ they would be losing 
money they would raise it ten shillings in a minute. They know 
nobody. And it is dollars and cents with the C.P.R. They have 
to pay Gividends on their railway the same as the steam boat 
lines. , 

0 The ‘smaller shippers are’ very loud in their complaints as 
to bringing stock into Winnipeg. They ‘say ‘the stock is held ov 
the road, it suffers from inclement weather, is kept on the 
train for many hours and then it is duped on the ‘scale by you 
abattoir men after excessive shrinkage ? 

A If you had 25. or 30 cars of cattle you woulé nA turally 
exepet to get a better ran than an ordinary freight.’ Your 
complaints are»mostlin the provinee’ from léeal men. These 
local men get quotations from the packers. For instance, suppe 
sing you were at Pilot Mound and you brousht in a car of “hogs. 
I quote a price. They go dom half « cent you get it.°6r they 
go. up. you get it...I quote 6 cents per pound for a ear of hogs. 
Hogs go.down to.5.1/2.you'get 6. If they: mo up to 6 L/Reyou 
get 6.1/2. I-do notyknow any other business in’the world 
‘that is.dme that way, «te goes oub'a buys a car of hogs end 
if the hogs went. down .it.would make a serious loss. 

Q. You do not want to Squee ze him out Bis: | 

A “The, ‘business man that wants to ‘squeeze his iiss tater is not 
a “usiness man. We have made that rule and have found that it 
has wrked out well. Say hogs went down. To a man not a re- 
gular. customer, he would only. get 5 ae cents. i 
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It being lunch time the Commissioners adjourned un- 
til 2 o'clock tim the afternoon when the procecdings were 


resumed with Mr. Gordon ‘still in the witness box. 
TO-MR. HAGGART +: =~ 


Q. ‘Since the adjournment I took occasion to read 
a commung¢cation to The Winnipeg Tribune. It is a letter in- 
sited With bieblack fond Wébters aid it is ‘signed "A-Butcher's 
Assistant. *’ | 

| Now, that gentleman assumes in his letter to know 

something about the beef trade.” It is not very important, 
but it mekeg serious reflections on the retail butchers who’ 
came here without subpoena and gave truthful evidence, and 
have eave up their business practically to the commissioners. 

There is a reflection upon these men to this extent. 
What I an going to ask you to do is to direct the secretary 
of ‘the commissioners to issue a subpoena and that the oom 
missioners request the secretary to attend upon Mr. Richard- 
son and get the name of this anonymous correspondent. At tad 
with conduct money, and if he does not get the name we will 
subpoena Mir. ‘Richardson and got the name from him. If any 
person can give us information we will have him hore as well 


wr 


as write 0 the newspapers 


en rhb T ae not wish to cast reflections upon anybody, 


under oath. ; COMULAS O 20th, Ae Mies E Uy. CON 
ye +4} a BILE CS ht ne Pa ee wi ees ioe CORRES 
lie, UtdaLeton. We camot prosecute, | aN 
. Mr. ats To, subpoona is as effectual a 2.8 | thet of the Court 


Bi: anter 
Bi ft & ng's ‘ia Bench. Tho fo Mowing is the letter ; 


Wee nh CAR Ae aD ae A Bie Seiad Mm) ah 


YS a 2 


« é hee “ial Sta wen ee bee eee aeiy ae 
hci. 2 ' De wae 35 er ee # hots UN. Sie 
nw Scilla ‘erapmbga liad edt ‘echt hieatoarhes TL: seu 
ay! ere apaibocoony edt vitdw noonmedts aft mi doole'e S BEd 
me wo as otit mt LLRs: er itiv benva et 


4 Me pe ar Yat Cera 
OS | tae 5 ana MLO. °o deme 


’ oe MM ” ’ i. r 


‘Tae at mofesoca ood lanaentive ent sont’ a Hata 
wail netted aaf oI sooudis? gogladk¥ ed? of moltsegnuatos @ 

- Be wios wi A’ bomie oi uf bos aegidel Det toad aid dt iw boda 
; a. drsbetoek 


apy . 
ie 


: } worn g vettel aid of somiess camelineg: tact ello” 
> -teadvout yrov Jon sid}. vebew Toed edd duoda giintosos 

ow etedstud Listes ocd no enoidselier avottor adam dt Jud 
: Bom ,@onebive Litddwerd wray fre ereogdve duodd iw ote ‘emso - 
EWienilesieoos, xP ot “lations seentaud “hed? os wis 
» Sgndxe shit ot esi epald voqu noitealtet is af ovedty #26 

pprstercee off doortd of ah oh ob voy aaa of bata ats ere 
Me emino alt dad Sa sooo onset of priogofeatonng eft To , 
- pba eh nope fatetla of Ceibetwes wt nee ae - 
es fo 3h ppbenni eon Aesertin. ait to bree Bee Oa 





I 






“it 


oh 
. 











4.63 
the Winnipeg Tribune Wednesday August 14th, 1907, 
BUTCHERS ARE RELUCTANT /, 


"Apparently Afraid to Express Their Candid Views Before the 
Beef Commission Sitting in Winnipeg, 

“To the Editor of The Tribune, 

"Sir-The beef commission is again sitting in Winnipes and a 

careful reading of the evidence given so far as reported in 

the cif¥ newspapers, anounts to nil. The retail butchers 

have in the past, at tho me€tines of the retail butchers asso- 


Clation, passed resolutions in favor of this city establishing 


@ public abattoir as u remeoy for tho extortionate prices 


Charged by thom by thr private -owned abattoirs, 

"Now why don't those retailers who advocated a public-owned 
abattoir in meetings of the Retail Butchers association, come 
forward now before the commission and st@te t>eir reasons for a 
advocating and passing such a resolution? 

“There must be some reason for their not doing so and I am 
somewhat surprised that the comaission has not s@rmised what 
thet reason is before now, 

“The reason why the retail butchers are so reluctant about 


oxpressing their views before the commission is because they 


fear the people associated with the abattoirs, The uninitiated — 


might ask why should the retailors fear the abattoirdiihen they 


pey for what they get and are therefore under no ob lig ration 
to the abattoir ‘king? 


“Let me tell you what the retailer fears and why he hesitates 


Rie to talk before the Comission, The abattoirs control, the weat 


, Sippy which the retailer wist have access to if he remahns 


The pee ps Seared 80 offend the abattoir i 
8 hampered by ‘thom chat bax 
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This could be brought about in this way , Suppose a retailer 

pemee rank, lamb or in fact any kind of meat, his stack was low 

and 2nxa most necessary that he get it at once to hold the 

. trade of his coustomers, He would telephone abattoir Wo, 1 

to send him such and such , he would be told by the abattoir 

people in a most polite way ,-sorry, but we are all sold out 

or, all our present supply is contracted for, te would then 

ring up abattoir No.2, only to get the same story, Jt is 

alleged by retail butchers who have run foul of the abattoirs 

on previous occasions that this is the sort of treatment that 

is meted out to them, It is chvious to every thinkine man who 

knows anything about the meat trade in this city, that the 

abattoirs hii the retailers by the throat The retailer 

is afraid to open his mouth against the abattoirs else they woul 
- $0 harrass him as to compel him to go out of business,  There# 

fore the retailers appearing before the commission are not 

telking»all itheyckriow, in-fattcthey dré qui telling "just “al 

liftile as they can help for fear of the abattoir 'kings' ¢ 

wit ine after them afterwards in the manner which I cutline 


above, 


"The investigation is going on and the commission is making 
little or no headway in the collection of evidence that 


amounts to anything, 


ss» "The retailers claim that their gross profits are from 
20 to 25 per: cent, out of which they have to pay store 

rent, help, maintain a delivery system, pay bockkespers 

and collecters in the canduct’ of their business Then the 


‘in the wettings of the Retail Butchers" 








if retailers vallese. 
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; about) that the abattoirs are making from 40 to 50 , | a 
. per cont gross profits, ss git 2a 


oo a ge 


"In other words the retailer alleges that the betvoiten 





make a 100 per cent more profit than the retailer, in 
Now, the. public claim that it is being charged to — * | 
high “av pricey for meat, True, the public is paying rt 


a high. price for meat ,but who is responsible for. the 


ee 


- hich price? Is’ the “retailer or is it. the abattoir, = 

2 ; “6 aa ee 

or “doth i® Now,'“air,:) Lvielaim that..the,:onfy wayto o. 
P 


ascertain the true facts is to make a careful and minute 
| A oxiitlenadtetoed of the» books of the abattoirs and also paek, 
r a few of the principad -retailers with avien to escor 
tain who is taking the big profits and why the con- @ 
sumer should pay 20 cents apound for beef steak when ~ e 


, , j Be 

| cattlelvat “country points: are being bought for two 

Bi tae LS 
and three cents a pound,» "4 ae 


"\ thorough examination into the books 
; ‘ b ae bh “ \ . F , 244 
- will créveal” the fact: that the retailer. is not -,resp: - 3 
ae a ay ~~ as 4 u ‘ Cah dng 
 nsible for? the’ ‘high “price of meab. yoy 
a ee ee ee i a ’ ; t : 
ee Commission) cif itedesires, »to “ba. 
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is Mamcart § 

Q. Wie. Gerdon, since adjournment this morning the stenographer 

has looked up his notes of Mr. Lauzon's evidense and. Mr. 
Lauzon states this : "The big fellow can ship ‘wday from this 
“province to Montreal and pay the same price as myself but 
“when they get dow there they a rebate 

*Q,, Can you. prove that ? 

"a Yes,: by my brother in Montreal. He ships 64,000 head 
"of cattle onthe Grand Trunk and the C.P.R.in Montreal a 
“year. My brother gets $10 a car commission. Why? Because he 
"saves $15 a car by freight alone. There is the point, Gordon 
"can take cattle and ship them to Montreal and. it does not 
"cost him anything to get them here, and when he gets them to 
"Montreal he gets a rebate besides." 

A What does he mean by that "get them here?" 

Q. I do not know what he means. | | , 
Chairmat : He means to buy them here and da freight up te 
the man whe ships them from the west - ’ 

A It is very seldom-we ever ship butcher. cattle past here. 

We have done it once or twice within the last two or three yeas 
That was when the yards were congested. We have shipped to 
Montreal, or Toronto once or twice. When. Uhr. Tauzon swears 
that we got a rebate from the railway company I think it is the 

duty of somebody to make Mr Lauzon. cane here and prove it. I 
say it is an absolute and deliberate falsehood. Those who 
know pay very little attention, I have not, 80 much respect. 
for his word, but this goes out through. the combry. People 
say that here is another graft of these monopolists. If Mr. 
‘lau says his brother doos that and he oan bring his bro~ 

other here from Montreal and can prove it I.aam will pay the 

‘cost and charges of this mate comission, It, is.a deliberate 
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attempt at telling what is absolutely. untrue. I. feol it very 
keenly. I respect, my name more than all, the money I an worth. 
or will be worth. Make him prove it or else get up and apologia 
Mr, Hageart : : 

Q. His statenent is made on oath 2 

A If I make an absolutely false slates ent.can. you do anything? 
Chairman ; 

Q T quite sympathize with. you ach tees only a farmer. 

This matter has been brought to our attention. I wish. te draw 
your attention to another, . There was another gentleman said 
that he would .not.give this information under oath., He stated 
the same matter to us. I will give you his name... It.is Mr. 
Glen Campbell who toldus that he and others were going to. get 
up a.comission company for exporting cattle, that he had writ- 
ten to Lord Strathcona, who Imew him since he was a child, 

ask Aim if he could got the same privileges from the C. P, R, 228 
Gordon & Ironside got in exporting cattle, that this reduction 
consisted of 6 déllar.a head reduction, say, if you, shipped 
a thousand, and that Sir Donald. Smith replied that he would do 
what he could. to see that Mr. Campbell. got the same privileges 
as you got. That is as near as and as honestly as I can 

give you his. evidence. siven not under oath. 

A. lam pleased indesd, ir. _ Chairman, that is the first infor- 
mation, - have ever had that we get $1, or 950, or $5 whe ther my 
we ship one bullock or whether we ship 10, 000, Let Auda ots ; 
ceiving the money _ The second vice pre sident of. the. railway 
lives in the Gay, of Wimipeg. a think | ir, ‘Willian Whyte ought 
to come here and also his freighter. Because if they made thet 
reeea.e ought to. get, the money ,.. They heve it. in the trea= 
RF soat 4 an ait Mr.Glen Campbell would not say it under oath. 
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Aen I am glad to say, Mr. Bicelories that I am not here 
with any ill-feeling anesnet anypeay but when a man come s st 





railway corporation. 





If you ship 4 cars of cattle mu et oe 


them shipped for exactly the same. If there is any ates 
a at all I are it een) the ¢ P, R.myself 


| Soak and parcel of our firm. It was stated that it wae ii 
Sir William Yan Horne that the C.P. R. were at the back of : 
Gordon & Ironside. oe are ) not. I went to say eres here 3 e 


Canada. I camot make it any plainer. - a 
| Anybody says that we eet a relate is saying whet 
absolutely untrue. It has been stated to me : “Why do you 
ther your head about the cannission?* IT said : : "Yes, but ; 
these thing hurt us all ever the country. I find that the : 
W.T -Finlay, minister of Acriculture for Alberta has made cE i 
lar statements in public, and I say "shame on 1 Mr Finlay* 
should not do that unless he knows. e ; 


Te, Raggert 5 





ping. pip can you. tell 1 us what the profits were per 100. we 
@ of export cattle Fo, 7 neo 
i Se Be es, oe ae one ee 
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4.69 
with freight added it will make the cattle cost $87 in the old 
. country. . 

Tn 1965 our profits on éxport cattle did not exceed 
75 cents a head. I an making this under oath. and in 1904 
the profits were on the other side. 

That was brought about in this way. We were handling 
our cattle as all within ourselves. We handled our cattle from 
21/2, $2.50 to $3.50 cheaper than what the ranchers do. If it 
cost us as mich as it would they rancher then we would be be- 
hind. 

Q You can supply ores cheaper bectase you have the FRG hy 
litios? 

A’ Here is the whole thins. The commission man must have his 
profits. There is another commission man in Montreal and ano- 
ther in the old country. They are not philanthropists. Our 
work is done hy ourselves. We purchase the feed and the cattle 
are sold by our own men. | 

Q The fermers told us that there were very few buyers in the 
country ? 

A That is a revelation to me. One of the greatests things 
that we have to complain of is that there are too many men 
buying hogs and ca ttle. We start at Plum Coulee, iorden, Thorn~ 
hin, Mani tou , na Riviere, Pilot Mound, Crystal OLty; Clearwa- 
ter , Car tiright, Killarney, Ninga, Boissevain right ‘to Ree 
loraine’on the Sembina branch of the 0.P .R. there are two or 
three dealers at one place, es same can be said of all the 
other hig, Mex a | 

Q Are they in Fale Sait $ 

A Mo, we send out circulars of the price of hogs. ‘That helps. 


rf the price gpes up half a a cont mea Ae. on down they get 
what we agreed to or them. ; 
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A men may buy several and ship: to Gallacher, “Holman, 
Lafrence company or perhaps to us This circula? satifies then, 
We'selet the hogs ‘and send him a cheque. jt is stated that we 
have amonopoly because ‘we advancéd money to them. I do not 
think there are two men to whom we have advanced ‘money. He ean 
ship to Montreal as heap as we can. 

Chairman: 
qi We have also had it that there are a great many buyers, 
Mew Taggart: Q Cam you bring us a copy of the circulars ? 
A Yos, we 


& 
¥S 
4 
° 
2 


send’ it: to any man that sends us a hog, 
GuatPaicn 
Q . That. id the only understanding you have between you and 

them ° odes 

A Vos. rt sdems it is. Ifa farmer ships a car of hogs J 
give him the same price as I give the dealer: ‘I told Mr. 

Baird that, and itis unfeir to himat thet. I know the dealers 
in the: co untry will feel this is. hardly fair, On the other 

hend if you made any difference you know what it would mean, 

0 You have told-us: the. prefit on your turn-over. for expert 
cattle, give us. the profits on the: turn over of the packing » 
business ? ‘Chis + 

A Yes. These aire the net seins on the gross turn over. 9 L 

said to you that. otnn sum over in the packing plant and export 
business was $9,000, 000," only a-snall ee of that iss 
coda arya Shr mat yroenots am ‘3 

Our net profite on our. business in the packing for » 

thd ¢ ‘oihas year ‘1902 was 2.4 per cent om the tum over. 
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| ~ Babar hy BUDS thins. 1904 was 4.2 oe AAP ES: Shysat ceueatiy 
mel Datta 1906 3 4.6 ; a 
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For: fear:that the statenent might be made thet. our 
firm absorbs their profits in the way of salaries, for the 
handling of ‘a business of 99 ;000,000 we last year, that is, 
Ironside, Fares and myself packs drew $6000, I do not live like 
a princo-but if I had no property or income besides that. you 
know where I would go. } 

Gur saaff is better ar as well paid as any in the | 
City of Wimipeg. We pay-our staff well but not anything more 
than ‘they are wor th. 
Chairmen : : 

a This $6000 i-s) over.ad above per -contages ? 

Ay Yes, it-has to, core out of the packing plant. It is pros 
bably not just‘business to’ do it but I will not keep anything 
back, hel | 

Q Accottding to the staments you have made here you pay on an 
ayerage of four and a fraction cents live weight or five cents 
for cattle whe ther butcher or export ? A Yes 

iin, Hagpart, s . ; | 
Q When. the farmers tell us they only got 1 a/4, Zor 2172"" 
cents a pound is the best. they got, are we to assume that. the 
local dealers absorb the profit ? Are they the shrinkers ? 

A Awan bas five or six old cows. They are anywhere from 8 to 
ll years of age, They bave mde the farmer lots of money. 

They have got so.old'now that they think that they had better 
eet rid of them. He will got fron 11/2 to 21/2 cents a 
pound for it, or whatever he pets it is ali-absolute profit. 
Of this class of meat you canmot sell one pound of it. It is 
made into -Bologna, and it is sold sémetimes eae Wer 
went 2 bullock that will dress o4 or 55 per cent. : 
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If you got of these beautiful old cows I speak of you would 
not wanteany more béef.That is the reason why I say to you I - 
paid’6 cents in the month of June. This Kind of pulls the 
AVETAge down, 
Q The majority of those farmers who’ lave been before us say 
that there is no money in raising cattle for beef, that they 
cannot make money and that they are losing money and are 
going into the prain business ? 
oA What percentage of farmers ? Tt caymot be our solid far- 
ners, There is no farmer in this country that can afford to 
do that. Grow-only wheat and they eventually grow only weeds. 
Instead of the great bulk of the farmers holding their cattle 
-and fecdine them they just rush the cattle in here in the 
“months of debt eibar and October from all parts of the west. 
ETH Te acco rdinely inferior beef, they should hold them and 
fesd therm 
A’ Three years azo we had to send to. Toronto to supply the Wate: 
nlpéd market with cattle. That is nice state of affairs. 
‘That cost us’ tents a ‘pound hese If the farmer woulda 
little more of a study of it instead of writing silly ar- 
ticles they would Imow. There is no market for cattle here in 
“the faa. 
Ag! ‘Local cattle dealers complain of the very heavy ‘shrink age 
to which thoy have to: subnit ? heer te 
“A Cattle and hogs are often on the road 24, 20, 18, 12 and 10 
“hours, I went to be fair in a matter of teat kind. The busi- 
“ness men of Winnipes ; and the railway corporations Imow thet 
“the expansion has been so great that'no one has been able to 
“keep up with it): We have not to solicit trade , it comes to us, 
But the railways have dme their best. And sometimes a deal he 
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been longer on the read than it should be. But that did not 
help the poor ‘fellow who shipped the cattle, In cases where 
cattle and hogs have been held excessively SARE we have tried 
to give them the price. | ; 
Q A hundred funds shrinkage is excessive 2 

Oe Yo, shipping’ from Medicine Hat or Calgary they will ship 
from 75 to 106 pounds full of grass and water. In this pro~ 
vince they will shr ink 106 pounds. } They will drink each one 
animal 4 pails of water weighing 106 pounds. The custom has 
always been to sell stock weighed off car's s. When I buy from a 
canission I buy stock weighed off the car. 
Q ‘Do you think it is fair then that the man who lives 200 mile 
away to submit him to that ? 

A We ‘will take Yorkton or Calgary. When a dealer has a shipmert 
in Yorkton the rates are 70 cents. The rate from Caloyary is 
90 or 4 cents. Usually we pay the Yorkton man 25 cents more 
becatise we have a lesser rate of freight. He does not feed 
his cattle in transit. The Calgary man feeds his in transit. 
We as a rule do not buy much stuff close to Wimipeg. We know 

what. every cars of hogs. dwesses. One man's will dress 77, 78 , 
72, another man's 14. You cannot pay men the same price for” 2 

‘hogs, Tamra icnee 

Q Your name is comected with Pat i what are your business 

relations ? ae 

“A We have been accused of this, that we sent Pat Burns out, 

He is a ‘bigger man then eny of us. For us ‘do ing ‘that that we 
were sondling him out to got the export cattle is absolutely 
_ untrue. “‘Theré is’ no more comection in the business of ‘Pat 
“Burns $e with any ‘me of the manbers of the ‘firm of Gordon, © 
“Tronside. & fares. than there is between the aan ot this 
“comission and me, and never has been. | 
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Burns will sell to a man at the best price whoever he is. 
Only'a short time ago we tried to buy a bunch of cattle 
fron him but could not, qe has gone into the north bought 
large bunches and has taken out butchers for himself and sold 
us the exporters. He is not an exporter. He usually buys these 
cattle in Northern Alberta. It is a great place for feeding. KX 
He puts his fecding cattle into large herds. Sometimes he has 
to receive cattle. Many times he has wired us for a trade. 
Sometimes we would get them. As far as Burns is concerned he 
and the 0.P.R. are in the same relation to Gordon, Ironside 
& Fares. If they are partners of ours we do not Imow it. 
Q You never determine as to what price you shall give a month 
ahead ? . 
A Yes, we have done this : Take Yorkton, say Usually 
good cattle come from there. Dealers from there will say"what 
will you give us for cattle the last week in August 7" I have 
a case of it now. We sent out the price for one at 4 cents 
a pound for ‘grass cattle to the 25th of this month. we may 
buy bunches of cattle that may take a month or so to get them 
out. For instance, we bought 6000 or 7000 from Burns, It will 
take a month te get thera out. 
q. ‘Suppose they write back :"Yes, price at etn of May 5 cents 
delivered in Winnipeg" ; It looks as if heads were put together? 
A Say it is the 15th of Mey"I will give you 5 cents." ‘This 
man brings it in at 5 eents and his neighbour comes in and 
gets 5 1/4 cents he will get it. If his neighbour coms in 
and gets less , he, however, will get the same price. If I am 
paying only 4 3/4 he will figure on being paid 5 cents because 
he got the quotation. 
Q You answer : "Price at the end of May will ae 5 cents" ? 
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A Yes, we would have been delighted to pay & cents for cattle 
at, the. end of May. 
Q The farmer who brought me that. letter thought that there 
were signs. of a combine or something like it if they could fiz 
the prices so far ahead. 
A He is very evil minded. 
0 You must albow me to read the mtnittes of your board of diree 
tors ? wh ee . 7 
A We only have our arnual mecting 
Q It is nominally a corporation ? 
A Yes, and we only have meetings once a year for the elec- 
tion of officers and passing the statement for the year 
and declaration of dividend. 


Chairman : 


Q. Is there an association among the wholesale dealers 


the same as there is among the retailers 7? 


A No, although the press says there is. ‘Mr. Chairman, will 
you permit Mr. Hilton to read portions of the evidence of 
John W. Parker given a dormer sittings of this commission, 
I+ is taken from the Manitoha Free Press » dated Thursday, 
August the 1st 1907 ? indicat. pcpinaac NARS | 
Ghaitwm : Yes, 
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Auditor Hilton reads from the Manitoba vree Press of the date 
Aucust Ist 1907, an article purporting to he the evidence 


of one John W.Parker given at a former sittings hereof; 


4 ‘ Zi 4 ony : j , 
" qm the pld times, 35 years ago, they considerec that. 
butchers had a combination amongst themselves/ There was 
@ arrangement by which one would make an offer, and no 


one would over bid, Combines were not the growth, but 





it was now of such proportions as would destroy both pro- 


ducers and dealers. It was suicidal, There were some 

















farmers working 500 or 400 acres who were not raising | 
i cattle or pigs, and it was ruining agriculture, we 
named five men _in the wuncipality of wacdonald who 20 | 
years go kept 109 to 150 head of cattle and who aw 
kept none, He had 15 head of fat cattle and he cou 


ctuld not for awmonth get abuyer to come, At last ene 


ee 
hete 


buyer came and wade alow offer, 


several contractors and offered to supply beef at a cent 


" a pound less than the butchers offered, und he made 
¥2 
at least 50 per cent, more than by selling to the mea 


in | town, He thought that Gordon and Tronside controhlod ‘3 


the: tue but he could give no poaihive: oie 
\ RA 20) ets 


Taroe- ga ae he cla a ult load to orden 
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ATT. 

Mr. Gordon : That is absolutely untrue. We never allowed a. 
inan’s cattle to stand in the yards an hour nor 40 hours. 

We never bouct this cattle from this man and allowed them 
‘to stand 5 hours let alone 40 hours. T do not remember the 
transaction. T tkke my oath we never allowed them to stand that 
“lone. It is likely never called on us and went all over the 
tom for a couple of days and he has come back and we have 
bought them. “The first’ thing we do before we select the cattle 
is to weigh. We always pay for the first we ight even “though 
‘the cattle is shrunk. 

He says " He thought all the abattoirs with perhaps 
“one Saas were in the canbine.* I would make him prove 
tat. ee eet | 

“Further: "He sold hogs in Winnipeg three weeks a 
at 10 cents. “A man with just as good hogs as his had te take 
6 1/2 conts two days ago. That price 6 Ase cents on foot, was 
hardly equal to 8 cents dressed." Mr. Parker is evidently am 
not an ere at figures. Peete . | 
| Reading further from Fres Press report ¢ 

"They stopped the cars in Wimipeg and paid two cents more for 
these Ontario hogs than they were paying in the local market 
The butchers admitted it. They said they needed these hogs — 
and tad'to pay the price for them. They did not pay the price 
to local producers: fe could not sell to retail butchers. 

‘It might be that the retail butchers were held by the abattoirs 
‘so that they would not buy from farmers. They knew it, but 
could not prove it.. The retailers dare not i beyond the 
“price the abattoirs would buy at. The farmers" beef, killed 
vat home, not chilled and not attractively done up would not 
‘soll tor ‘ae'nudh as - abattoir-Kilted boat,* o 
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ir, Gordon : In reference to bringing hogs from Ont 
ario, we are the only people who have brought hogs to the city. 
except Swift's. We never brought hogs from the east unless 
we could get them up for less momey. [It is absolutely untrue. 
He says he cammot, sell his meat to the retail men. The chances 
are that his meat was not properly slaughtered or was unaalea- 
ble. Anybody wanfting to bring meat in in good condition 
will have.no trouble in selling it. If we supply retail meat 
when we are losing money, if he has any charity he will buy 

from us when there is a little profit in it.. You never had 
any difficulty in selling ? 
Chairman : No, I am pleased to say that I gt half a cent more 
than the butchers. 
A. 170 sold his hogs dressed at 10 cents and the other man 

sold then at 6. 1/2.cents live weight. 

Q. Witnesses have told us that there was a combine in the price 
of hogs though not in regard ta cattle. Why is there more 
uniformity in regard to hogs ? 
A last, year we were paying 7 1/2 and t: jumped it to 7 s/h, We 
all had to have hogs.. Figure the cost of your hog. The the cod 
it takes to put the product on the market. Figure what it 
will cost you to pay, li down from Chicago or Toronto. 
The mrket for hogs is governed entirely fy the market outside 
or what we can lay the product down here for, 

Here is an editorial from the Tribune of pe sobruary 
11th. »1906. "Everyone who eats neat is interested in the price 
of meat." Be On 
_Itsays : “In Ontario the farmers get almost 
twice as much for their beef cattle as the farmers of Manitoba 
get for theirs -~ yet the prices the consumer s pay for their 
beef in ‘the shops of Toronto is one-eighth more than the con- 
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more for his beef, 


mentioned above : me 


4,79 


sumers pay for the same quality of beef in the shops of Winni- 


_ peg." 


Do you not think that men would be clever enough in 
the trade to ship down there ? The man that made this statemert 
may be a clever editorial writer, but he is a child and an 
infant in other matters, At the prices we pay for butcher cata 


‘ 


tle we never could ship from Toronto. Beof there has been 


3 higher than it is here. The whélesale mam of Toronto gets 


Then he aed on to say : 
"Who is benefftt ting by the absolutely low prices that 
farmer s receive for their beef cattle ? Certainly not the 
‘farmers, who complain bitterly. Certainly not the people. of 
Wirmipeg who. pay almost as much for their meat as do the peo~ 
ple in Toronto ~ where the pores of cattle are twice as high 


ie 4 
a 


as in Manitoba. " 


Here is another editorial from The Tribune of date 
the 19th. ,of Frbruary, 1906 . It is entitled "hat the 
People Pay." : 

a Commence at the third ‘paragraph. 
ifr, Hilton reads t he following oxcerpt from The Tribune as 
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mhe Tribune has already published scores of letters from farmers 

in all parts of the country, these farmers are practically unanimous 
in stating that the average price they get for their beef cattle 
is 2 1/2¢-a pound live weight, That is to say, for a steer weichine 
1000 lbs, the farmer gets not more than $25, 00, mhe hide and 
other by-pra@ducts of this animal pay the cost of slaughtering and 
preparing for'delivery to the retail dealer, From this steer that 
weighs one thousand pounds six hundred pounds of marketable meat 

are obtained, These six hundred pounds of*meat - according to 


the figures of a larce retailer - sell as follows;- 


Cut of Flank, 20 lbs. at 3 1/2 ¢ $1, 05. 
Shanks, 100 Ibs. at’ 21/2 ¢ AV 80, 
quet and rough Fat’, 20 lbs at 1,172 ¢ 0. 
Brisket, 100 lbs, at 4 and 5 f | 4, 50. 
Neck and Shoulder, 100 Ibs. at 5 ¢ 5, 00 
Pair of Loins, 120 lbs, at 1211/2 to 16 ¢ 16, 20, 
Ribs, Hips:, and Round, (remainder of Beef) 

130 lbs, at 10 t0 12 1/2 ¢ 14, 50, 

sc ileag | ape 


n 

| ‘From these figures and culculations it will he seen that’ this 
butcher ‘displays a desire to show how cheaply he sells, His figures 
are rather below actual pb&ces recieved by butchers - but let us 
accept them as accurate, What do they show? 
> 7 « .. 

They show that’ the beef for which the farmer sets $25 costs 

the Winnipeg consumer $44, 65, 
orivets sbyporaticdn, By Ube ts Bag Paks oe 
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481. 
Mir « Gordon : | 

That information goes out among the farmers and you 
can quite uiderstand this agitation. Richardson should come 
here and show,us his evidence. Tt is usually the man that does 
not know anythijg about his business that writes the critienbsn. 

Mr Richardson and some other politicians should say 
that they are wrong if they camot prove it: . I wouldm do it. 
Tf I am wrong and if anybody in the trade has done anything 
wrong in this matter%, I will apologize or g@ to jail. That 
is only British fair play. No private citizen should be ma- 
ligned and falsified if not guilt by. 

On the same day he says : -- 

"The wholesalers and retailers therefore charge the people 
of Winnipeg $19.65 for fetching a $25 steer from the country, 
cutting it-up, and delivering it at their houses." : 

I gave you what we paid for the cattle and what we 
received for the meat. You can see at a glance which is 
correct. 

(Nir Hilton reads Mr. Glen Campbell's speech in the i 
Legislature as reported in the Tribune, January 18th. 1906.) 
Note. Mr. Campbell's Speech is reported on ae 15 of this Evi 
dence. Mr. Gordon : Mr. Glen Campbell says the farmer gets 
2 3/4 cents a pound, and he says he only gets $10. ifr. 
Campbell's. speech is absolutely rédiculous. 

| Q. We have heard a great deal of talk about public 
abattoirs. We want. to know about these abattoirs in Toronto 
and Montreal. Do you know the present statue of these 
institutions in these cities ? 

A Yes, Because we were asked to take a large 
ene of stock in. the Montreal abattoir. It is run by a 
private cbrporation. i’ that the Toronto one is a private paras f 


poration also. I do not know of any other places in Canada. 
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A482, ‘4 
They are tar regulated by the city as to cleanliness, 
Q Mr. Lauzon drew a very vivid picture of condi tions Ms. 
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there and comparisons with here ? 


e A. The railways companies deliver their cattle the same as 
Dy f here. You can come to the railway companies" yards and buy 
i the cattle and you can take the cattle on the big hill whe 
cattle is bought and slaughtered. In Toronto I do not, 
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how many slaughter-houeses there are there. ¥ 
3 In the City of Wirmipeg anybody can kill a car of : 
cattle. We will kill it for them at 75 cents a head. | 
I would ask that the aldermen who contemplate building it 
would build it near owr own because we shall have to hayes more 
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it. contents, brick and stone. the yaa went tw rack ond 
. fi ruin. It was a proper packing house. Bis ? f 
a | Sind That abattoir Was ‘not ‘to cost over » $5000. al 3 
ae were to be slaughtered there. Boot animals were to be i 
| sipintered at 50 conts, » each 5 








calves, sheep and avine, 
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A That matter has been up for 3 yeams among the cattle 

dealers and railway people. It is the intention of the Railway 
corporations in the City of Wimipeg that the lines now umer 
cinstruction when operated here are to put the whole institu- 
tution into one place away out of the city. 
Q The cattlemen and the railway companies would have te do 

it in their om interests ? 

A That question will rectify itself but the cattle dealers 
and famers will not have theprivileges they have today, they 
will have to pay yard, hay and market fees, 

Q It will he regulated by proper legislation ? 

A Yes, and I-will be pleased to do as they sugzest. 

Chairman : 

Q Do you know anything the history of these institutions ? 

A Our Mr. Hilton here says that to carry on this meat busi~ 
ness anyway liberally at-all in these days he had to geta 

car load of cattle or buy from the dealer.» Suppose he used 

5 cattle a week. ‘It would take him four weeks to use this 
car of cattle. © These cattle after once being put on cars 
and shipped in here cammot hold there own inside of three weeks | 
How inuch greater would be the shrinkage if you turned -them out 
to grass where there are plenty of flies ?, The shrinkage was 
‘so great in those days that they were delighted to be able to 
buy as ‘they liked. Say we have 40 or 50 customers in Winnipeg 
‘We can sell to the retail mm just what he wants and there is 
no shrinkage or anything else. There is no man in the world 
can build a packing house and compete with the retail man now. 
In the’ early days they herded the cattle out.. 
°Q ‘In the line of that experinmce I found that butchers here 
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4.84 
A We have no objection at all but I fancy the retail butcher 
will figure it out before he puts his money into it. 
Chairman : 
Q One of the witnesses said that he wanted it built away 
from the other abattoirs ? 
A» He may have thought that we would contaminate it. I might 
inform Mr. Middleton that I can save $3 a head by shipping from 
Alberta to the old country. When we were paying thirthy shillin 
gs freight, the ranchers were paying thirty-five shil lings. We 
enter in a contract for the insurance of cattle every year. 
A man who makes one shipment carmot hope to get the insurance 
as cheaply as we who ship such a number. 

Another. thing he pays commission men so much, he 
pays the railway corporationfor hay, in Montreal he pays. 
When you ship. you buy hay, insurance and space from the 
commission man. On ‘the other side you pay a commission men. 
Eventually you say :"Stranger, take my bullock, do what you 
can, do the best. youcan with it ~40 or $35:" 5 ie say when -we 
go into Alberta we give you 945 for it sure. | 

You cannot ship a bullock for the sane as a man who 
has shipped for.25 years... The land in Montreal we bought for 
our own use. We : would not. be permitted to take other cattle 
there. . The G.P, -R. carries cattle and feeds it. They have: to 
charge a certain aitount for taking away the refuse and for 
feeding and watering. 

AL bere Mets Middleton fx ! i) | 

Q: Have you any knowledge that ‘the Montreal space brokers 
Yetail space. and at the same time’ get @ comission dn it ? 

A Ido not know.\» We look after our om space, and I do not 
think that the rancher | could ‘buy more floor ‘space’ than we do, 
As for, these men doing that I camot say. I will not say 
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| A85 
unless I absolutely know, That is the fault of witnesses 
before this comission. | | 
Q We have some evidence’ w Which said that on grain fed cattle 
in, stalls or open yards they could not make a 1/4 or 1/2 a 
cont a pound over grass fed cattle ; Peterson in Calgary said 
that ? 
A He has reference to the cattle north of saan: They 
are leading them down with flesh at two years old. If the 
rancher takes proper care of those cattle you can bring then 
out with proper hay nearly as good as you can in the fell. 
The result will be that those cattle will be abl right and 
will be ready to come ij in August. 

Our cattle in. Manitoba are alteady to come out in May 
and June when we pay the farmer 5 and 5 1/2 ceihs a pound. We 
are buying cattle at 3 ani 3 1/2 They are not as good 
condition. » When you talk about a stallfed bullock, fed on 
barley, oats and roots and. the grass fed, there is no compar i~ 
son in flavour or price. KI do not know what Peter son means, 
Q What difference would you consider a grain fed cattle to 
be. wor th, in comparison with (grass fed ? 

A. In the nonths of June and July grain fed was worth 5 to 6 5 

cents and) the grass fed Was not worth a cents, they * were not 

fat, not, fit to. ‘kill. 3 | 

Q Of course, this last. vintor would be no comparison 2 

A, cL haye shipped cattle from Alberta on the 10th of June as 
tat as ever i saw them; they were like stallfed on the 9th of 
dy June.. ‘You t take it to Hamilton, Ont. > cattle stallfed and put 
ee, on the ass. selling in London at 12 cents, the pick of Albeta | 


“eattle at lb 1A or 11 1/2, a half or threo-quar ters of a cent 
. difference. 
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4:36 
Q ‘Is that difference between grass and stallfed ? 
A Yes. You take Chicago today and get a prime Chicago steer. 
They are paying $8 $7.56 per cwt for him. They are paying for 
just as a ga quality of steers , not finished, $4.50 or $2 


difference.per cwt. Prime beef goes to Washington or New Yorg. 


They will have prime no matter what they pay. The other day 
they paid $7.60 for prime steers per cwt and 2.60 for cows ; 
there is $5 per ewt difference. 

"Glen Campbell is not a feeder. I can take you to 
feeders. They take cattle and they feed them, not excessively 
to load them down with flesh. Then the average man lets his 
cattle run out until the fall, until they are starved. They 
are stunted or dried up and it takes weeks to get them good. 

“In Manitoba if our cattle feed out in October they 
are never good ‘cattle ; they never get fat. But in your 
country then the grass is at its best. 

Q In what part of the Peta nes do these cattle conie 
from that have tuberdulosis ? 

A In the cattle from Alberta we very seldom have 
tuberculosis. Most of it comes from these milch cows, JI 
think it is brought about by them being closely emfimd in 
these little stables. T have seen just as fat a lot of cattle 
T have ever seen just full of it. The abattoir man loses. He 
can clean it off and sell it to anybody. No man should have 
that chance Since the ‘inspection this year A vis yery close. 
Fa" ts round our place every day. — fie: 

“That is one thing the comission should do. Every 
or of | meat that is insxeatad consumed should be inspected. 
Bory pound of Rene ele ie pate ae ete 
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Q In connection with your shipping to England, have you m 
agent in England ? 

A. Yes. When hides are a good price in the old country it 
means two or three shillings more a bullock. When the market 
is not favourable we sort them and sell them when the market is 
suitable 

Chairman Sins 

Q. How many cars should make a stock train and how often should 
it run ? | 

A It is difficult to say. . There are trains of 4@ cars on 

the O.PR, which can run at 25 miles an hour and ru no risk. 
Other places not over 18 cars and make 20 miles an hour. That 
is a very difficult thing. Shipments are made up thus : Sup= 
pose we get 250 spaces on a boat, we try to ship cattle te inect 
that boat. That is a light train. Probably there is‘no more 
space on that boat We donot want to take the cattle off the 
cars. 

Q» Would it not be advantageous to run an 18 car sheduled 
train daily ? 

A It would not) be:within the jurisdiction of ‘the people, be-~ 
cause you run through so many provinces. Then again they would 
raise the rate on you and we camot afford to: pull your cattle. 
It costs them’ so much. ¢ ant Ra aa £ 

Bay: there are 22 cars of cattle om the Deloraine 

branch and 20 cars'of wheat ; that is whe re the /delay is. 

There is not very much of a plan about trains of cattle. 

It is local cattle. That, however, will be overcame. I notice 
ne are not so. a nwa: uh La8 

Q. 1 would: be for the benefit of the railway company ? 

A Yes, it is in the interests of the railway company: 





V8 | 

ts Ady ever ae om gatqgtde -woy Gtiw motsoennos st 0 
2 boalged ot dnegs , 
$b ytenog, blo orit rik Ph sokse bege, a uaa ad ga a 
tositem tc} Kod. Bool lad # eto egitl Line worst wD owl Sonne | 
edt oietabr ort ent: aenk Lfea ina mett tox ow ef dsuiovat, don Bf 


> staorthesi® 
bites nadie Noreiks misit sfoote 6 alan hana awe want wo 
(ihe Se 


fio wise Bho arian es wait ye - ‘§faok4AbD at aT A 

he Dobe cies bs sword me aelim OS ts nx ee0 fobs LT.0 ort 

Sopot ad atte OS enlen Doe nus BL reve don asostg “tosit0 

ata Mi auth quesben ew einem ide .gnid dLvolltt iS yrav 6 ef 
oe i ahitas. gid ot vit ew ,dpod 8 fo Boas OGS Jeg oy 20g” 

mei dibetetedt yicadort isnt digit sal dell _.dend dacd 

arbt" sto atitiey ott ated of draw tan ob me tend Saclst i ensgqe 


| ; BESO 
pobitvs nino 8S 8 fart ae emt a a D i 
75 ate 


: | i , eRe, 
so eo wt to sabsadbeiradl ett ste 98 ab Lon 9 


boeraye gad aries nedt .geqnt void Ysa 8 AEE NS a 
astiae perre" of Driotte pei pe ao sins 0 


‘ t 7 a 
. an ‘an UP) Oras bees ve ene 
0.) meee, Ca C eee Ei ¢ 
x BN p , sy eitay : + 
Sale mat ' aoe Wen een 
me ar A i a pee eae " 
i ‘ % 
ees takings 7 
rk a ao Betws a ie) 


re, 
> oe 


























ig | | Ag8 ee pi eer 
ce .» --ITwant to say that I an very thuakful to the A 
: commission for giving me this opportunity of saying what = 


‘fi have said today.. I.asked the governnent before this c 
sion was appointed to appooint a commission. It is no good” 
going into it briefly That will not satisfy the public. ~ we hie 
; The evidence that I have given is absolutely true. The chargy 
against the wholesale is absolutely without foundation, ae 

~The newspaper men shouldbe men enough to come up 


es 


“here and apologize to the commission. I think that is only 

If I camot substantiate what I have said I will be a too 
willing to rectify it. 

As to our books any further information you requ 

. will be pleased to give it. I have mde statenents here trod 8 

thact have never been made public. However, if the comis-— 


i . to be at your service. If your accountant will come to the 
packing plant he will have access to evorything. ) 


evidence was he will not do it the paper should be made to 
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where say you can save say $3.a,head ; total cost in detail 
from the point of shipment ? 
A In our export. busine ss we havea number of trains from No 1 
up. Give us any date. We will give you the cost of the cattle 
and what it resulted in. | 

' Statement Nol goes to as and. iam, We know 
where we ‘lose and where we gain, . a 

In reference to.ranchers ara I have seen 
cattle shipped from Alberta last year from the district of the 
Little: Bows::When “they. came to Winnipeg and we unloaded and put 
them back in the cars some were dying in the cars. There were 

eld cavs in’ that shipment. Say the freight was $26 to Liver- _ 
pool. The man would not get the cost of the freight. 1 seid : 
"Why. are you.shipping.?": He.said .:."It is a experiment. You 
fellows are robbers." I heard afterwards that a number of . 
those cows died on the read to Montreal. . 

It) is not the business of the commission man salen 
your cattle .. He.is getting so. much a head in Montreal, So much 
a head-tin'the old country. Why would he say anything about it? 
The rancher. should. take,care to select cattle, Say he, takes 
500, or. 600. spaces, I have soen little light. cattle of 1000 or 
1160 pounds sent through for export. These cattle were only 
suitable.for, putting en the. grass, The result is whet do you 
get the other. side ? . The. shapper has to take whatever he can | 
for ‘them. | aie 
Q I suppose, there are « commission men and. comission men ? 
At, is a legitimate business. It is very fortumte thing 
for the. rancher, to have a commission man to help him along. 
Usually when he wants to ship he has more money than meny 
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Youphad shipments from him on the 27th of May ? 

Yes,in here: © 

‘You bought. the cattle from him ? A Yes 

And: paid him Posi + a ee 

Yes, bought them delivered here. I.was in here at# the time. 
You do not know whether they were butcher cattle ? 

Mr. Hilton here says they were butcher cattle: 
You think youcan give us shipments of cattle bought exclu- 
sively on the Alberta renches ? — one An Yes . 
Q Send them to the secretary for the use of the comuissioners. 
Av Mr. Middleton, I saw it stated that Gordon, Ironside & 
Fares bought their cattle at so much delivered’ in the City of 
Wimipeg, took the local freight and shipped it through at the 
through rate: oI. think Ivean truthfully say that in the last 
4 years we never took the local freight and shipped it at the 
through freight rate, Of course, a man might bring a car load 
of cattle,-15 butchers and 5 exporters. We would buy them all 


Oo. - © 2.0. ©. 


for butchers, becatise.we would not have enough cattle to 
through in a ear. fe 

Q It was\said that when a car arrived here it was unloaded, 
the export cattle put: back and it was filled » with other 
export cattle ?: bs 

A No, we could not:do that. We have not got aed cattle here 
We should ‘also. be doing” up the O.P.R. and they will not let us 
do ities 

Q There was a suspicien that fin) were he ie at the 
through rate:? mart . 

A They are wrong. are OF 

itr ‘Middleton's. °° 8s: Wor lu geek, 
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Q Why can’t I ? The general feeling was that you could do 
things which I could not do ? 

A I am not in a position to know that I could @» it. 

When an impression gets into a community it is hard to get 

it removed. The reason is that the business has grown from a 
smll one to a large business. That is the principal thing thet 
makes it hard for Gordon ,» tronside & Fares. It makes it so 
hard that the Canadian Pacific will not yield one hundredth 
part of an inch. Yet fthey are accused of it every day of our 
lives. 

Q You distinct ly say that you cannot re-load this car with 
export cattle ? 

A No, we carmot, We have no export cattle here, 


_W.S.NICHOLSON, having been duly sworn,, deposed as 
follows : -- 
TO MR. HAGGART ;: -- 


What. is your occupation and where ? 

‘Manager for J.Y.Griffin & Co. Limited. 

‘How long have you occupied that position ? 

For some Shing over & months. | 

There were you before thet ? 

Missouri — 

You were with the Swift comapny in Missouri ? 

‘Yes, and caine here to manage J. a Griffin's 

“What is the nature of your business 2 

General packing and wholesale. | 

You. are buying all Iinds of cattle and hogs, » and shipping 
hogs into this sankey, ? : A Yes 
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Q How do you buy them ° 

A We get then by direct arrangement with the country in the 
way of circular prices and telegraphing. 

With snaljfiealers in country towns ? A Yes 
How far away 0 your purchases extend ? | 
‘Alberta. | 

And Jee have your plant here ° A Yes 
For. pork and chilled beef ? A Yes 
Do you ‘export cattle ? | | 
Not so far as exporting any alive 

About what quantity of ree do eee buy. in a month orf 
wekk? 

“Our killing A A year, } 12,000. 

And hogs ee 

We hope to ell this oe a0 2900. 

And sheep 7 

‘About 7500 a year. 


Where do you sell the produc ts of your packing house ? 


ete oes: PO - OOO - Bro. 


“All the way from Hontreal to Vahgouver. To grocers, deales 
and retail butchers eur distributing is done through seven 
bramche s extending to Vancouver. . 

Q What determines the prices you ‘shall give for cattle, hogs 
and sheep from time to time rr 

A The markt, supply and denend eae 

Q Wat do. you mean by the marke t® ¥ | 

AL ‘The market is made up by certain conditions depending on 
different 1 ‘seasons of the year. If, the pcka is shar sup, ply 3 is 
short ‘the: price will be ‘emsiderable. teen , 

| Q. ‘The market that rules you is S governed by edi tions within 
the Dominion ? , Be 

A Yes, C: tate. conditions entirely. 
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Q The prices in St. Paul, Chicago, New Work have nothing to 
do with ruling the prices here ? 
A No, not as far as our. price. 
Q. The prices at Liverpool or Bristol ? 
A We have not done any live business though it would be a 
facto in the export trade. 

Q Your cattle is butcher ?_ 
A Almost entirely | 

Q. If you should, in the course of business, acquire several 
prime cattle, such as they find profitable to send to Europe, 
would you dispose of them for that purpose ? 
A No, we would find a ready sale for them right here in 
Wimipeg 

Q Wirmipeg itself has a great influence on the market ? 
A Yes, it has. 

Q The presence in Wimipeg of an extra amount of live meat 
will depress the market 2 
A Yes, over-supply will glut the market. and nobody will have 
it. You have. to buy. low to. see som daylight between the cost 
and what you get for it. 
You send out circulars ? | 
Yes, for different grades of live cattle, hogs and sheep. 
Réw long do they hold good for ? 
Might be a week, might be a month. 
ih putting. the se prices in your circulars do you cmsult 
with any other. buyers ? A Ne 
Q Who fixes them ?. | | 
A Genenal market condi tions regulate them. We have several 

buyers they are supposed to know. If we find that we are 
| paying 5 cents and others are paying 3 1/2 cents we will Like 
dy. have. to raise. sii 
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Q If- the others are not ready nares you may drop ? 
A Yes 


Q There are no arrangemmts between you and the other cattle 


men as. to fixing the price ? A Wo 
Q There is no agreenent or understanding direct or indirect ? 


A No 

Q When a cattle man comes into tom with ome car or a few 
cars of cattle, you do not butt in very readily when you see 
him talking with another mn ? 


A The etiquette of the livestock business forbids that. 
‘That man is considered a hog. 


Q A witness has said that there was a very fine brand of 
courtesy between the Wimmipeg cattle dealers ? 


' A I suppose he was drawing on his im gination. 
~ Q° Do you fix the price of dead meat ? 

A Our ambitition is to get what we pay for it. 
. Q Tou fix the price to allow you a profit ? 
“A “We would like to. We do know what are cattle. We would 
like to fix the price to get some thing out of it. Our ex- 


x 


perience the last 6 months has been discow aging. 
~Q You have not been mak ing a fortune out of the beef busiress? 
SOR : 7 | 


Q You have seen this’ correspondence in a newspaper with re- 


ference to éxcessive charges for mat ? A Yes 
 Q And ‘the very large rake off does not ocour ‘in the the 

u TLP Griffin company eo. | : 
“A No, it is the same old ia Newspaper men know nothing 
about the business. Cattle sold at 21/2 cents a pound would 
“not gp into’ the ‘butcher shops in Wimipeg, except where cheap 


cuts are scold. . 


_Q As to hogs the price is more miform ; it does not vary ? 
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A That is natural in a section of the country where the hog 
supply is short as in Western Canada 
Q This eae does not produce enough for the consumption? 
A No 
Q cea us a larger price and encourage the growing 
of hogs? am 
A We have heen mighty charitable so far. We have been paying 
$1. 25 and $1 50 “over Chicago 
Q Do you mean to say that your live hogs are $1. 50 dearer 
than in Chicago? A Yes 
Q How about Toronto prices? 
A During the last six months, from memory I should say our 
prices were 50 to 75 over Toronto, | | 
Q The sheep business is in its infancy? 
A Yes it is, It comes from the west and frozen from Ontario, 
It has been the custom to sell down to a certain basis, 
Prices are fairly satisfactory, There are very few sheep 
raisers, That is the reason you do not hear of more diswatis- 
faction " 7 , 
Q Do the prices of the Panty article rise and fall with the 
price of cattle and the article on foot? 
A ‘Yes, principally beef 
@Take the ordinary beeve, give me what would be your profit, 
to your “company ? | m 
A We would be very fortunate if we made a dollar profit a steer 
Q “You do not make more than a dollar profit on each beef ani- 
mal thet ‘goes through your factory? 
A Our cattle ‘operat ions arid every thing connected with them 


cur ing ‘the “past few months have lost considerable absent 
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0 Tho is that? ae 
.. A The cattle'we bought in Mey . cost $4.87 for the vit mon 

on foot ; in June $4.82 was the average price, and the selling 


a 


u price everything considered did not pay. I am speaking of the, 
y last eight months. In stead of the last six months I cm : 
Ye say. the last eight. months put together they did not pay. 
a What. is the cause of it ? 


Rae: dressed beet ? 
A. Undoubtedly. | — 
Q You are all tryizig to get as many customers as possible 7 
Av Yes degion ae nce E | oan 
Q.-Is there any arrangement or understanding between you as t 7 
the price: you shall charge for it 2 Ai es 


A No y 
Q: Do you know of the.existence of any such understanding — ie 
between, wholesale. butychers ? A No. ie 
Q Never heard it, mentiajoed Po A No 


°Q You said you had some. buyers through the . gountry, hired iby 
_ your own establishment ? | 
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ee: The farmers tell us that there is very competition oe the 
ce “a tom. Tins hare,:t to pi Apok, up. the cattle dealer and take whate 3 
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that has been where a great deal of the trouble has liad. 
If the farmers and feeders wuld only try to carry their cat- 
tle and finish them a little better they would get a better me 
price. | 
Q Do you find a tendency to geta stock of poor beef cattle? 
A Yes we find a tendency to send in poor thin cattle, 
When food gets scarce there is a flood of cattle. He dumps 
the stuff on the market. He is at the merey of a poor demmd 
for that kind of stuff. Generally speaking good stuff never 
goes begging, 
Q You only know of the operations of your company since you 
came here about 8 months ago 2 A Yes 
Q Can you give us, not that the public might know it but that 
the commissioners may know it, the quantity of your purchases 
and sales and the- profits you made for say 1906 ? 
A I would like to feel thet oat information would be privil- 
eged. 
Q It will be privileged. It will be handed to the commis- 
sioners. Though Mr. Cordon put no restrictions on his. I 
think it is right, however, for a man in your business. 
‘Give me the quantity of raw material that you bought and the 
price and quantity of manufactures you sold and the price, and 
_ your. expenses and pifefits oi “ng ; 
A £ camoa do that off. hand We can furnish | you with that 
tomanr ow. 
Mr Middleton : 

x Q at connection with the ey would there be a likelihood 
of a glut in hogs 2. ss , at 
A No, I could not fear ane 
Q ‘Tt was stated th. yesterday that farmrs might go into 
hog raising and that there would be over. production again ? 
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A We brought 3 ,000, 000 ‘pounds from the United States worth 
$60, 060 in a year. ‘You cannot possi bly keep up with the consum 
ption here, not if you mul biply it by 10. They can safely go 
ahead and. raise all they can. 
Q Fave the J. Y, Gr iffin nenpeny any cone ction with Swift & 
Co, in Ramonton, 2 | | oa 
A J.Y.Griffin & Co are building a plant in Edmonton. It is 
not Swift & & Company. We are a Canadian Cer pee eh Lon. We are 

ogistered as a Dominion corporation ani are registered in 

his provi nee. Our stock holders might change and I wuld not 
now about it,. 
Q Are Swift & Co interested | ? : 
I repeat my former answer . There have been a good many 
runours of a comection with Feciftinn K Re Swift & Cogbut Jie 
Griffin & Co are putting. that plant up in arponton 
Mr. Taggart : ye | 
Q You are not propared to aay that switt is not interested in 
that, plant in Edmonton ? | 
AL i ail not prepared to say "tb, 

Middleton : 3 | 

& “How do you acoount for this shor tage of pork compared with a 
ear or 80 age MO 
A He heard that Several years ago when there was a good supply 
of hogs in Mani toba that the orices Wecnt en owing to big 
stocks and low prices for the English market, but we believe 
that the ‘tine has gone by for hy ni like that to happen 
sgnin vith ‘the ‘population wo have and the development. If we 
could got mn enough hogs from ‘yostorn neneda we would not get 
any from ‘the United States. mh 


wey ahd 


Q. a end it. stated that th there | was no sale for hogs Sony 


nee ago ; they. were shot on the prairie ?- 
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Ratics facilities to the English market. Your ‘pl. old 
aes the same as in Ontario. — 


| A This: year 250, 000 a month, And other firms in the s same | 

portion, We could handle 5 times ae) hogs with our pre 
fac ilities. | Ye 
Q Then you require to give devaers| all the encouragement 
can to feed hogs ? 
A By all mean. 





i 


Da oe 


a A good many are frightened to foed hogs 9 ? 


| again. Tt was oe combination of local Fatt iio at made 
x; them take advadtinge of avery big supply. We do all we omit 
help the moverent. $ 
i meet the market conditions. Te ae i to 4 deacke be _ 
a your live hog must drop to a reasonable level. “4 
be Q Are the shipping facilities suitable for bringing pork 
oe the different points of the province ? y 






A. Generally speaking they are. The railroads are trying : 
overcome the (difficulties : 
Mr. Haggart, : 










a Q Your full ‘business lite ‘ia ‘been in the mats aan bu i. 
ness in thited States ? ey A Yea 
ak ‘Principally with Swift's 2 2 


A tes, with Swift and. other pokors Bgl $2 Gal th 
You have seen the newspapers and what they. Bay. 
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A Ivam hardly qualified to make suggestions, but I believe 
that the agitation against the cost price of live stock and ts 
selling price of the finished product is due to the popular 
misunderstanding as to conditions. There is no business that 
I know anything about in which there are such extremes. If 
you dress a bullock at 9 1/2 cents a pound you get very 
little wore relatively. from it tha from a bullock costing 
half that amount. The conditions in the trade would be 
petter if the farmers would look after their cattle better 
and foed them better. There is always a popular misunder- 
standing about the cost price to the consumer for the finished 
pork product. There is great deal of the animal ges to waste 
or to fertilisers from which there is a very small return. 
Mr. Middleton 3. 
Q. Dees it matter what part of the season hogs come into the 
abattoir ? . 
A They would prefer to got a fairly even supply all the year 
round. The big runs are late.in the fall and in the early sun- 
mer, that is the rule ; they come in from the spring and : 
autum littérs. : 
Q: Does the wholesale man, the packer and the retailer, from 
your knowledge of the business, absorb a larger proportion of 
the profits for the finished article here than the packers in 
the United States ? — 
A, I should say relatively the same ie cesetd a iy understand. 
your question to be : If the packer and the retailer between 
them here, if their profits were relatively the same as those 
in the United states. sa 
Q The citizen in Wimmipeg,’ ree re aida, in Manitoba, the 
consumer is: ‘dn no worse a position than the consumer in the 


_ Thited States ? A Yo. 
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Q Your expericnee is where 2 
A In Missouri. The expense of living ete is probably higher 
in Canada The retailers’ expenses would be 20 per cent 
in the States. It would be 2 to 4 per cant higher here than in 
the States. a | 
Q You haye seen it charged here that there has been a beef com 
bine ant that the charges for going through the packers and the 
wholesale is excessive ? | 
A There is absolutely nothing in it. 
Q You are not a member of the firm of Swift & Co ? 
Yes. | 
Q md you know what their profits are here 2 
ae’ Yo S. , 


At this stage of the proceedings the Commissioners 
adjourned until 10 o'clock the following morning, Friday, the 
Sixteenth day of August 1907, when the enquiry was resumed. 


HERMAN v. KOBOLD, having been duly sworn, deposed 


as follows : -- 


Q You have been engaged in the cattle ane. meat business for 
long time ? 


Pretty nearly : as long as I can remember. 


And continued init until he died? . A Yes 
Q You wore associated in the business with him ? A Yes 

| And now you are one of the inp ing directors or sharehol- 
ders of the We stern packing company 2 A Yes 
@ “That “company has been in existence bee long ? 
| A 8 Six years. ie 


a 
A 
0. Your father was in the busine Ss before you ? A Yes 
Q 
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Q You have a packing plant of considerable dimensions here, 
abattoir and cold storage ? A Yes | 
Q What is your official capacity t A anager 

Q And vhat is the business of yourcompany in detail ? 

A Fresh mats of all kinds and pork and cured meats. 

Q You buy cattle, hog SS, sheep and calves ? 

A Yes all kinds of livestock 

Q Which you turn into dead meat, some it cured, some of it 
chilled, and you find customers wherever you can for the pro- 
ducts of your ahattoirs ? ae . A Yes 
q You have had some little experience in the export cattle 
trade ? 

A Yes, very Limited 

Q As the experience of some of the ranchers and traders have 
been unfor tuna te give us your experience ? 

A Well , my experiences as to when cattle were sent through 
by us to ‘the old country was not a very pleasant one as far as 
profits were concerned. 

a, How many times did you ship cattle ‘ the 014 country ? 

A “Probably 10 shipments within the last 3 years, 

Q Give us instances of two or three ? 

A The first shipment that went through we lost Sopa head. 
‘There were 340) in that shipment, some where along there. 

Q Did you accompany them 7, 

A Ho we sent a man with ‘them as far as Montreal. I accompanied 
that shipment to Montreal. From there it was handled by a com 
mission man. 

Q ‘Shipped in Ventraad by comission men and sold in England by 
comission men ? a 

AD Yes, and the result was we lest $5. a head _ 


al 


Q You did not hays the whole space in ane vessel 2 
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A No, the whole ie in one vessel would be for 5000 er 6000 
head. : 
Q Give mo some other experiences ? 
A That was the only shipment that year, 1904. The next year 
there were two, 1905 ; and there were two or three in 1906, 
To sum up the various shipments we evened up. Where we ‘lost 
we made up in the succeeding shipments. We came out about even 
The idea was in shipping that it was not so much for a profit 
as to take the stuff off a glutted market. yt was at the time 
when there were a great many cattle coming in, and those cat- 
tle were exceeding good stuff, and I foundthat we could probaby 
get ou first cost out of the cattle by shipping them and re- 
placing them with butcher cattle of a smaller average but 
just as good a quality. That is the only reason I had for ship- 
ping then, | | 
Q The export business we are told by Mr Gordon is subject to 
very serious risks ? 
A rt is because it is altogether governed by the prices in the 
olf country and you do not know what they are going to be in 
the old country. You have no control of your stuff there. 


You had sane losses and and a few resulting in profit ? 
And the whole result was that you can out about even ? 
Yes, made no profit 
“What are the causes of the loss ? 
Fluctuation in prices more than anything ; supply and demand 


pO => OF ©. 


We might buy then very cheap here but the expense is very heavy 


There are so, many places where they ship in cattle by the 


thousands and break the price. There is abig trade done in 
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chilled neath. They can land chilled meat so very cheap that it 
affects the price, 

Q Ever though it is not so choice on the block ? 

A. Yes, it-atfects the. price, people arevlooking for chilled 
meat. . ; 

Q I supposé the risk is not so largs, ‘the cattle are not abusal 
or bruised very much ? 

A I donot think they can improve on the way of shipping live- 
stock unles ‘they can give them padded:cells or sanething like 
that. 

Q The result bien alteghéhor on the state of the market 
when. a consignment reaches Englend ? 

AoYes, and the quality of the goods. Prime cattle get a 
premium over the rougher goods. Because the range of price 
there is from one to 2 conts a pound according to the grade. 

Q: You do not buy those specially for shipping ? 

A. ilo, bought themieto: kill here. 

Q. How did. you havea such a lot on hand ? How: did you 

heep hundreds on hand ? 

A» We generally had from 100 to 400 on hand and we had more 
than we wenited and we thought. that we could replace them with 
some ata lower price. We: got them off the market. 

Q° You benefitted the market without benefitting re ? 
‘Ay Xess 

Q That is, the result of your experience as an exporter of live 
mat ? > 1¢ he does kw peney 

A. That is the result ? 
aS YOU. did not shipany this year ?- 
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ee Well, he is weloome to it. 

; Q ad, Gordon any advantages over you and if 80 vit mA 
they be ? 

ee Ad do not think so, he might have some ;he should have 

Be He is taking bigae v risks. He has a lot of men employed her 

a ; and on each side. But pene he makes out of oxportin 

“ 


and the facilities he has for doizig it ? 
A If he has amy advantages at all they would te in i 
facilities in the handling of cattle. I do not think ths 
there are any other arene. 


3 any other shippers: 2 





A Sorry to say I never did. 






5A, aye Gorden any Are over you 2 
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the local business and those cattle were 3 conts a via i ae 


kill here he could pay 3 cents a pound and assume the freight 

from the wost. That gives him the advantage in getting exp ri 
_ stuff away from the local butcher on the export rate. ce : 

= Q He would have no advantage over the other exporters te 

A No | } 

Q Where do you buy your cattle ? 

A We ‘buy principally in the stock yards. We buy many 

- out the country, but it does not pay us so well. 


has a.buyer ; some towndhave too many buyers. 


too small 2 mrs ; too much competition. 


Chairman : 


“he could got eattle in at a reduction or for nothing 2 

A No. ‘Suppose you ship cattle from the west to whaatpax® iS 
. or 4 cars of export cattle. The state of the Wimipes m: 

‘is beef at 15 cents dressed. We cannot pay over ts isenibd 
-- kil ‘them here. We turn it down. Gordon can buy them at 
cents and assume the freight. The shippers ‘could get a p 


over what we could pay them if they were export dabtien. 


il Me ee 


“one long tire haul from the point of shipment to the 
paket: ee of mee to pay the local freights 2 yh 
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Mr. Middleton .:. ... | 

Q Can. you use that same through rate shipping to Montreal ? 

A Yes,c.ertainly. Fron a point west to Wirmipeg; 55 cents say 
and east, the shipper would get 15 or 20 cents benefit per owt 
Gordon or any other shipper would pay the freight. 

He could afford to pay that ? 

Re would not need to pay any more, only assume the freight. 
But he is paying more ? 

Yes, certainly. Mr. Haggart ; -- 

You buy principally from the stock yards 


Yes 


Oo Ff OO FP O:.F ©: 


The famner complains that there does not sean to be any 
competition in buying. There is one man in the ne ighbourhood 
and they have to. go. to him. 

A There should be a distinction between farmers. There are 

two classes of farmers. I know lots of farmers throughout the 

country that have no grievance as far as the price of cattle 

is concerned. Another class is always dissatisfied. 

Q You think that there are som of them who have imaginery 

erievances:? 

A As far as I can see they mostly imaginery. 

Q They. say .that in the old days there was competition, the 

buyers used to. come round, there is none of that now.?. 

A That is news tome... | 

Q You remember when the. butchers here each had their om 

slaughter houses. There was Kobold, Gallagher, Pponro se, etc., 

then they bought their cattle. through their own buyers ? 4 
| A Mo, not always... = 9)» Pinte snk Ciro 

Q I thought. there was more davies 204 

__ A No, there were middlemen then. William Bailey, Harry Mitchel 
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were just dealers . They would bring in cattle and sell them to 
the retail butchers. 
Q There is a dealer in near ly every little town who is doing 
that business, buying cattle and pork and sending it to the 
stock yards ? 
A Yes, bringing it in in car loads 
Q They say there does not seem to be much competition be- 
tween the big men ? 7 
A I know there is competition 
Q Some will not swear to it, but they are firmly of the opin- 
ion that there is a beof trust ? 
A That is their privilege to have an opinion of their own. 
Q And that the beef trust consigcts of the 4 big shipping 
men in Wimipeg ? | 
A That is imaginery 
Q Is there any combination among the wholesale butchers as to 
fixing prices 2? 
A Not so,so that I could notice it. If you had a car of stuff 


to sell you would see if there was no competition. 


Q rs there any arrangement to fix prices and not to compte 
with each other ? 

A None whatever, emphatically no. 

Q And there is no aggrenent ? 

Ase want aecar of stuff a little worse ia the others I 
have to pay a little mare . 

Q What fixes the price of the stu ff you buy ? 

A I think that what regulates our prices are the prices east 
and south anal in the old country markets. We have to buy cat 


‘tle and hogs on the basis of Toronto and Chicago. 


Qo They vary on a glut in ‘the market here : 
i It does not often happen that. way, . tutside packers 
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can land stuff here cheaper, 


Q They have better facilities for curing ? 
A Yes, they have more up-to vomdes te plants and larger 
Q 


We-have a surplus of beef, but we have not pork enough te 
supply the loo: 1 demand ? 

A No, take the whole west,, Britich Columbia included, the 
Canadian product does not fill 25 per cent of the requirements 
of the west. That is 75 per cent of our pork consumed west 
of i Wimipeg is American. 

Q Are you taking into consideration Ontario 2 

A Yes, Ontario previous to 1906-7 shipped cattle principally — 
to the old country markets. They left the field wide open te 
the American packers. They sold right under our nose. 

Q And sstill the pork business is a bad business. That is a 
state of utters that should not exist ? 

A. it certainly should not exist. 

Q Do you give the farmer too little for nis part of the work? 
A I never thought bo. I always thought that he wes getting 
pretty well paid. A few years ago “hogs were low east and south 
We had to compete with then. We had to eut dow our product. 
Chairman . 

Q If the supply did not meet the demand ? 

A In the first place we did not ants the facilities here.to 
handle so taanny hogs ‘then: | 

Q ‘Have you the facilities today get | 

A - think we would have ‘for handling that rush of hoes now. 
Q Sufficient for ow market ? 

A Yes. If hogs ¢ go ‘down to 4 iz and 5 cents I do nob sée why 
you should ep ‘out of the’ business. Inthe wheat business 
vat gpes down. at costs 45 cents to srow wheat. Supposing 
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he takes 40 cents a bushel he does not go out of the business, 
He puts in double the acreage. Is there any more sense in 
going out of the hog business because he has to take cost 
price ? 

Q Years ago they had to take below, ‘price ? 

A They had to dd mnie below cost price. 

Mr Middleton : | 

Q That must have been inferior wheat ? 

A Yes, frozen meee 

Chairman ; 

Q You think that there is a likelihood of the same conditions 
happening again ? 

A No, but it might happen that the farmer might have to take 
a low price for hogs, but that would be entirely governed 

by outside markets. | 

Mir. Hageart : 

Q About the highest price you pay for livde weight pork is 

9 cents @ pound ? , 


Mh A Six and a half cents, live weight 


Q And is that higher or lower than it was recently ? 

A lower. We wore paying 7 3/4 a pound to the middle of June, 
the ‘10th of June, for live weight, 

Q Take the ordinary pig 150 pounds standard weight ? 

A A hundred and fity to two hundred 

Q Show us briefly vhat is the cost to you in willing, selling 
and ‘ALsposing of that, and what price you get, I want to see 
your profit Pas 

A i could not tell you. our + profit on a year’ & killing of hogs. 
r iow it costs 12 1/2 por cent to handle hogs and it costs 
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Q Do you handle chilled beef 2 

A We have to chill, dress and deliver in the shops 

Q A large part of the pork is hams, bacon and sausages ? 
A Yes : | 

Q You could not. take one pig and put it through ? 

A Yes, but the only way is to ayax Eapaverage a large lot. 
Q Give us the results far the season ? 

A I have not got the figures with me 

Q It takes bk 1/2 per cent of the turn over to do the pork 
business, curing, ete ? A Yes 
Q And 10 % to do the beef business ? A Yes 


Q You have not got a statement of your busines ss ? 

A No, I did not prepare ohe. 

Q When was your last armual statement , the end of your finan~ 
clal year ? 

A The First of Novanber 

Q You understand the object of this Agyest) gation ? 

A Id. | 

Q Would you let the canmissioners have a copy of your last 
annual, statement ?— Wear | 

A Yes, I wouldnot object if the commissioners think that there 
is a beef combine 

Q The other abattoir men have done so. Mr. Gordon and Mr. 


Micholson have done a. Mr. Gordon has given his,to the news~ 
Papers. bi, 


A It wouldnot be a serious difficulty to m 


Q “And it, necessary you would allow us to verify it ? 
8 fe can give you the statement, profit and loss account, 
busine ss tmn over, purchases and sales. 
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Q. rs there any arrangement, agreement or understanding between 

you and the other wholesale men as to the price you shall 

charge to the retailers ? 

A No, and never was 

Q What do you say as to this : Live beef is iedveneiee sold 

here at 2 and 2 1/2 cents a pound, a ruinous price to the 

producer, and at a large price to the consumer ? 

a: probably is stuff not worth ay more 

Q He thinks he ought to be a judge as well as you ? 

A There are a few that imgine that they should be the whole 

thing, producer, middleman, etc. He ought also be the consumer. 

Q You think the farmer behind the agitation is mistaken ? 

A I do not think the farmers behind this agitation have any 

ground for their charges. Besides it is not the representative 

farmer that is dissatisfied. lly opinion is that the smll 

dairy farmers d-ould not be classed with the other farmers. 

It is not the opinion of farmers as a class that they have been 

wronged, 

Q We have had famuors who raise theroiudinesa stock who 

claim that they do not get a price to remuneratse . them ? 

A There plenty of farmers who raise good who will not finish 

They have turn stock out as two-year-olds and would not bene- ! 

fit by it. | 

Q The more. he finishes it the more he runs in the hole ? 

A Sime will figure it out that way. Others figure out that 

they make ‘$10 or $15 ahead. I know feeders who buy cattle at 
3 cents ‘from the famers and get something. They get 5 1/2, 6 

or 6 1A whecn fed. There igs lots of money in that. That cen 

De proved by. men who have fed . 


Q If you paid | 6 3A coths a pound you esi: have. be hace the 
oo 3 little nore a 
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A That would be natural. | 

Q That ig if the butcher wanted to stay in business ? 

A .Yes 

Q There is an insinuation in the newspapers that these retail | 
men were under such obligations to you that they had to be 
very chary as to the nature of the evidence they were giving ? 
Have you any grip on the retailer ? 

A Not that I know of. I do not know. I do not know of any 
re strictions put on the men. 

Qe yave you followed the evidence ° 

A No, only through a part. 


~ 


Q You saw the evidence of Charrest, Coates and Guest, the 


mana ger for the T Baton company ry A Yes 
Q they are fairly representative retail men ? 
A Yes they 


Q Are those men likely to be influenced by any of you great 

big cattle barons 2 : 

A I-donot think so. So far as I have know. them they are 
strictly honest and truthful. 

‘Q They, on oath todd the truth, irrespective of any influence 
you people may have over them 2 

AD I really think they told the truth. 

Q Can you give me the amount of your turn over from memory for 
“last year ?. 

A Something in the ne Larhaistbaod of. sgt, 000 for last year, 

five hundred thousand dollars. 

Lat What were your gross profits and your net profits ? 
AI cant say what.were the gross, but the net was 21/2 

per cent on the turn over. | 


: 
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Q rs that an unreasonable profit ? 

A I do not think it-is reasonable. 

Q You are not making large profits according t© the capital 
invested? aay bain A Wo 

Mr, Middleton : 

Q I see you encourages the feeding of stock ? A Yes 

Q What kind of feed would you recommend ? 

A I would not recommend any particular kind. Use the kind that 
is easiest. Use feed at hand, barley and oats, with hay and 
straw. I know one mam who made a profit of $11 a head on feed, 
He used mo hay at all, only straw. He turned out cattle 1400 
‘pounds each off the cars. 

Q You have a ranch as well as a packing house ? 

A yes; we have aranch at Medic¢ine Hat. 

Q You do not feod -P there ? A. Wo 
Chairman : 

Q From your view point can you give us any suggestion as to 
what the commissioners can do to restore confidence of both 
the producer and the consuwr ? 

A I think a good remedy would be to get a bunch of producers 
together and let then try the abattoir business for a while, 
Perhaps Glen Campbell or R ju.Richardeon could tell them where 
is his famous long backed steer weighing 660 yeumty with a 200 
pound sirloin of beef, 

Q There ig a disposition to stretch these cuts from the root 
of the tail to the back of the ya ears ? 

A Some butchers may mre dem their customers that a piece of 
neck is a sitcloin roast. 


Q The proper thing to do is for the fcarmers to engage in the 
abattoir business themselves ? 
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A Jt would’ be the only way to convince them. Good hard facts 
and experiencé would be the only way to convince them that the 
wholesalers and retailers are not getting exorbitant profits... 
Q Have you any individual grievances ? 

A None whatever. We are trying to buy as cheap as we can 

and wé have to take the prevailing price when we sell.* Probably 
some abattoir ¢can under-sell us. 

Q Do you issue circulars to your buyers ? : 

A Yes to our customers ; generally every week or two weeks, 
whenever there is a change in price. ’ 

Q They set forth the price you will pay ? 

A Yes, set forth the state of the mrket. We very seldom guar 
antee the price,.He. has to take his chance... Sometimes we . 
will guarantee a price to a certain date: and we very often.get 
caught. There is.only one direction to look for profits. 

Prices are changing all the time. You camot make them 
stationery. 


7: -CARRUTHERS, having been duly sworn deposed as. follows 
TO MR. HAGGART : 


Q. You are a hide merchant ? | 

A. Yes, president of . the A. Carruthers Hide company. 

Q) And. by reason of your business you are drawn close to the 
cattle trade ? —.. x Me ¢ 

A. Right with them all the PO ‘The hide ant Teena marke ts 
g up and down in sympathy. It isa recognized fact that they 
gO. down. They went. down on me last year, 

Q You buy from the butchers and sell then in the larger 1 mar ~ 
ROGG2 Pfs hs ty, 
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A Yes, we do not tan them, we cure them , put them in salt, 
Q You are not concerned as to whether this combine exists ? 
“A No more than I am in close touch with the packers. We buy 
hides from the all the time. I never dréned of such a thing. 
I think I would Imow of it- if it existed. You cannot get such 
a combination unless you form a great big trust. — 
Q You have taken an interest ii this investigation ? 
A ‘I have read every report, 
Q Can you give any information to the commissioners who are 
trying to get at the bottom of the matter ? 


A There are some of the things stated before the commission 


that in my judgnent are entirely wrong. That is, from experiex 


ence. From ‘a paper I saw when in Calgary it was asked why the 
American cattle sold for so much more money in Great Britain 
vhan the Canadian bullock inasmich as the Canadian bullock 

was better. ve went so far as to say that the American 
bullock sold for enough mora to pay for the expense of trans- 
portation. As a matter of fact the hides over there are sold 
on the. bullock's back, not by the pound. When the shipper is 
unloading at the dock hide buyers inspect the cattle and 
determine how mmy shillings they are prepared to pay fér each 
hide. The mat who offers the most gets it. It enables the hide 


buyer to get in close touch with the cattle because the sees 


every bullock. © There teve been times when I have been positive 


ly asHamed to say that "that is a bunch of Canadian cattle" 
compared with the American cattle standing alongside. 
are many thing to imke up the difference 

eT mune In the first place all the American cattle are 
corn fed. © They are taken off ranches in different places in 

' the West and are taken to Nebraska and Tllinois and are fed 
corn from 30 to 66 days, and they ep from there plump, fed and 
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looking fine. Another thing is they start from Chicago as a 
rule and they go through in train loads which which have the 
right of way over all trains except the express, which gives 
them very rapid trensit to the point of shipment. Hence they 
cet there vin a much nicer condition. 

Qhairmn : Your evidence what we have practically had already. 
Wir. Rarpart 
Q You say that our om cattle under these circumstances are 
not proper competitors with the Americans ? 

A I do not consider they are. I have walked in with men 

from Birmingham, Wanchester and Leicester and in walking behind 
them I can hear their remarks about the cattle. They would 
say that the Canadian cattle were fine bullocks if they were 
only fatter. You load a bullock in Calgary and meet him in 
Liverpool ; you would not recognize him, If it happens to be 
@ rough voyage on the ship they will get awful bruises. We 
have taken bruises off the hides. We took @ bruise off a hide, 
nicely shaved off weighing 10 pounds. An animal suffering 
trom that wuld be used up. The ranch cattle are meaty. 

If he has not fat, he has meat. Good cattle comes from the 
Tower Provinces, which compare fayorab]; y with the States. 

The difference comes to a cent or half a gens @ pound, which 
goes a long way toward paying the freight, 

0 We are in ‘the sie position as the Anericans were years ago 
when they were shipping ranch cattle ? Pie 

AU Yes, but they have corn so cheap now. \ 

Q of ‘suppose you think that if the Canadian could put as. equal- 
ly as good a product on the market he would igor as good a price 
A Yes, it is his misfortune not his fault. here are you | 
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You are buying aldes froin the retail butchers ? 
Yes. only from me retail butchers in the country 
You are satisfied that there is no cokbine 2 
EPS, quite sa tistied, | 


You do not know any’ ing about the abattoir business proper? 


p= Se es & 


* 
10» 


_ JAMES QUINN GALLAGHER, haying been duly sworn , 
de posed as follows 


TO MR. HACGART 3 o-- 
Q von bare been in the meet business for a long time 7? 
A Yes | r 
Q You as associated with your deceased father in the business 
in the early days -, ) 
A Yes, we arrived here on the 3rd of July and started on the 
13th of July 1680. 
Q And your father, your brothers and you have been in the 
business ever since ? . ae? A Yes 
Q And since the decease of your father you and your 
bro thers lave boc racth cally continuing the business? 
A Yes ai | 
Q And some years ago you trans aie me business to a corpore 


bP 


tion or company y 






A We Anegmporatod shortly af ter the death of*my father. 
Q nd you and your relatives practically control the sina 4 
A Yos OGG: Wor por, At 
Q What ‘is aoe ‘official position ?— ren Teer 
; A Te amt the ete! a ‘the eo : 


ey Rustivie ie 
i. are ‘Practically the oxseutive of the company ? 
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A ‘Of course, le Holman , my brother and myself are the direc- 
tors of the company. We have an abattoir in Winnipeg, cold 
storage houses at Port Arthur and Kenora. We ha=ve markets at 
“Fort Willian, Kenora and Keewatin, retail stores. We whole- 
sale ‘at Fort Willian also. We have 2 meat mrkets at Fort 
William. We have 6 meat markets in Wimipeg. They are run 
under the name of “Gibson, Gage & Co.® 
Your company runs them ? 
I manage the whjlesale and retail and supervise. 
So you are in the wholesale and retail business ? 
Yos | 
Where do you buy your cattle, hogs end sheep ? 


P= OF Or oO. 


We buy any plase we can get them . We like to buy as cheap 


w 


Ss we can. The bulk of our buying is done at the stock yards. 
You have j your man at the sctock yards ? 
He is there every day . 
Watching for shipments consigned to oth toas ? A Yes 
fnd you buy cattle, hogs and sheep ? . A Yes 
“And. cure them and conyert them inte dead meat ° 
Cure the hogs ,» but the beef is practically all sold fresh. 
We male some corned beef and ceoked meats of various kinds. 
You cure. a lot of pork though ? 
A large percentage of porls is cured dicks hams and bancon. 
Do you export cat tle in quantities and hogs ? 
Very little, just occasional ly, 
Where do you send it to ? 
We have shipped a tow cars to railroad contractors in the 
east. | 
Q You do ae export, to England ? A Wo 
Q vars business is ‘solely in Canada ? 
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A Yes, etept the hides ad other products which we ship to 

the Jnites States. We ship to Chicago, Buffalo, and any place 
we can get a market. We have not sold hides here for the last 
couple of years La ¢ 

Q You are pretty well acquainted with all the details of the 
business ? 

A Yearning a little all the time | 

Q You read over the circular that was sent you showing the 
objects of this comission ?— LAL Yes 

Q And you. have followed the proceedings of the sittings here 2 
A Fairly well 

Q And you know the scope of this enquiry ? 

A Yes 

Q And you know hat it ms been charged that the farmer is not 
getting afair price fa his cattle and hogs in proportion 

to the price at which it sold in the shops 2 

A. Yes I have heard complaints ~ 

Q Is tivre my agreenent, arrangement or understanding 
between you and the other whéleselers or packers as to the prie 
which you sll give for cattle and hogs ? 

A Mo agreement whatever. 

Q Ts there any arrangement, a greement or understanding 
between you and theother wholesalers as to fixing the price 

at which you shall sell your products ? A. No 

Q» You have no hesitation in making thet broad statement ? 

A. No, I am absolutely positive that there is no understanding 
of any kind | 

Q You know asa fact that you are not a party to any such 

am agreement ? 

Aad Asi’ that our eempany ‘is not 
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Q And if any such exists in the same business between others 
you would come in touch with its affects. 

-A I do not know that I would be awaye of it. I might real- 
ize tleat my prices were a little different and as soon as I 
would catch on I would change them for my own benefit, either 
up or dom, as I thought fit. 

What was your last financial year ? 

The 20th of sep bember . | 
Did you secretary, i. Maclean, make a financial statement? 
Fe did « i | 

“Have you my objection to showing the camissioners a copy ? 


T have no objection. The statewent is at the office. 


Ovm OP OO fF &: 


And you will allow the secretary to make a copy for the 
chaiman, and also allow it to be verified - ‘by our own expert ? 
A Most decidedly 

Q What fixes the price of live cattle and hogs 2 

A Fhe continuous supply and demand 

Q And you, Gordon, Giffin and The Western Packing company 
put the price up or down at your own sweet will ? 

A’ I camot say that I could. Gordon might be able to but not 
all the tim | 

Q Because why ? 

A When the supply is limited, if he had a large amount of 
cattle on hand and he thought other dealers only had a linited 
supply there would be nothing to stop him putting it Up. 

He could put the buying price up and the selling price down. 
rt sometimes does tappen that way . It has been dane. 

Q Do you remember the amunt of your turn over for last year ? 
4° a think our business has var ied very much within the last 
years. The tum’ over at the prosent is about #100,0 000 a wonth. 
Business oe been growing ¥ very rapidly. 
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Q Do. you know what. the net profits or the percentage on the 
turn oyer ? 

A I camot tell. that off hand 

.Q What governs or rules the prices that are put upon the goods 

_in your retail stores ? 

A We rule the prices there 

¢ Upon what principle do you make that price ? 

A .The cuts that we sell cheap are the cuts that we are jong on | 
these that we. are heavily stocked with. In fact, there are 

_times when we sell cuts cheaper than the retail can buy then, 

on account,of stuff being plentiful. 

Q. You are willing to take less than the ordinary profits 2 

A We have to move our goods, 

Q I suppose that circumstance is the cause of a little 

feeling among the retail men ? : 

A. Yes it is to an extent ; to a large extent. 

Q The fact that you were in the retail business and could 

under-sell them ? 

A Yes, we have hurt the retailer 

Q it Was naturally expected that there would be some resent 

ment. Now, the farmer complains that he does not get enough | 

. for his cattle to make it a paying bus ine s 8s for him, and he is 

r threantening. to go. out of the busine ss r | 

» Q..To tell, you the truth IT do not Jmow much about the | 

, famer's business. One thing I Imow is thet the farmer 

ois putting, a great: many inferior gattis on the market 

-and represents that it is good stuff. To a preat extent 

_ the former requires to be educated as to the cattle required 

1% att, is hard bo work off that inferior cattle a 
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large enough for all that comes. 

Q Whore ig your market for the inferior stuff 2 

A A number of railroad contractors 

Q And there a good many railroad contracts ? 

A Better now than ever. Rougher carcasses can \be disposed 
of there, I would not sat rougher cuts. 

Q Rhat has been a relief in a way to you whole ssale men ? 

A Yas” 7 | 

Q Railroad contractors want to buy cheap beef ? A Yes 

Q The contractor is the same as every other dealer he wants 
to make the best deal he can ? A Yes 


Q I su suppose the conditions are such in this country that the 


farmers carit lways finish their beef to the satisfaction of 


those that cater to the better trade ? 


A I do not nner We have agreat many good cattle raised in 


this country.’ tr course, there are some farmers not so well 


equipped, a great many others tell us that their feed is 


going to petear oo, and that they want to get rid of their 


eatéle, 

Q ‘As soon as the feed is veehiae oe they must soll ? 

A That is the tine they want to sell. 

a Is there always a good market for first clase beef ? 

A Pretty much. Occasionally the market is oasier than it 


| should be, but generally there is marke t for good stuff, 
| Q You get glutted occasionally with spod beef ? 


A Yory seldom, just at times when there is no hfe tar ) 


About Har ch just when shipping ‘comnens ¢s; once in a while we 
“find good. cattle a ‘Little easy. | 


q You are overstocked with pr ine poet § - 


A ‘to, ae are a class of beef a little too jow for shipping. 


‘There is. ito. man ho will run down his om stock. 
Be Uh hres eee 
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Q You think the g@rawback.is- the inferior stock forced on the 
market 7? 
A That is one of them. 
Q Is there any other thing that can be remedied in your trade? 
A I think Daniel Coughlia’s suggestion with reference to ran 
chers was a good one that they were largely responsible for 
bringing about the presenct conditions. I have gone from one 
big rancher to another and they would not look at me. They will 
not sell three, four:or five cars. They wanted to sell the 
whole thing. I have a man at yaple Cresk who buys from the 
ranchers at Maple Creek. we buy very little from the big rane 
chers. There are very few big ranches round Maple Creek. 
purchase principally for the local market. 
Q What do you.say as to competition. When the producers of 
cattle or consignors come to, the stock yattds do you stand back 
and give the other vfellows a show ? 
A I do not think, it, would,be much use. I am willing? to sdy 
that atimes the campetition isnot go keen, but that is by 
reason of over-supply. If we can buy cheap we will, If thew 
is alarge ainount of cattle on the mrket and lots coming forwaxl 
we think it is our duty to hold back. I have known other deal-'. 
lers +o buy. cattle,to keep us from getting them: ften we lose 
by holding beck... and we find it difficult to supply the demand. 
Q I suppose it is good business to have a well: assorted stock? 
A It is absolutely necessary. . Wo cannot. cater to the ‘trade 
otherwise. HP awaris ena oe 2 i 
Q There are several. i ae) butchers here in town who buy 
atthe stock yards and get their cattle killed at the abattoirs? 
A Yes 
Q Are thesre always facilities here for these men to get their 
ei Ene dons ? 
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Yes, we do quite a lot of it 
What are your charges for killing ? 
A dollar for killing and chilling 
What labot does that antail ? 


The chilling is the most expensive for us. We use a mechan- 


XN 


ee 


ical refrizerater. Thore are times when them keep them in 


3 weeks. There are times when they take them away after a day. 


Then it pays. Of course, we have one customer whom we charge 
$1, 2D’ that includes killing, chilling and loading on cars. 

He is a contrac tor in the east. 

Qhairman 2 

0 ts there no arrangement in cold etorage that a man can 
take it out at a certain bime ? 

A We charge for freezing. Gurs is nota public cold storage. 
ri is simply for the accommodation of customers. They are 
hayidly laree enough for oT own ‘business We have never mace @ 
charge for holding cuts slaughtered im our own abattoir. | We 
have charged for cuts not slaushtered by us. 


Q You do not want 2 mn to load up your abattoir and cold 


storage with keeping stuff for a couple of weeks 2 


A When we are slack we do not say anything, when busy we say 


it is in our wey. To my knowledge we have never caused a 


customer inconvenience. I have listened to Mir. Leuzon ehout 


getting his cattle killed. It is*false, his statement is. | 


, Me; have killed his cattle and kept it 3 weeks without extra 

: charge. on different occasions he has come to us and, asked us 

“to send to the cattle yards" for his stuff and when we gov ther! 
‘they were gone. He is a hoodoo. We do not want to refuse any, 
bodys 
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e ine every week for it ? uh - 
A I do not know where it is. I do not know tmt I was over | a 
in it. GHEE +2 ba 















pigs are always the same price---so much a eaaia live mk 
it is no use looking for the sixteenth of a cent more e 
A That is not the acase. There are times when we Hite: 


what they ask. When we are short of perk for butcher pur 


we are compelled to buy. 


—, 


Q When the consumption of pork is greater than the produc 
the farmer might control the pork industry of this coumtry ? 
A TI heard a farmer giving evidence here, making the statene 
that 2 years ago he could not get 4 1/2, could get over 4 
cents at any abattoir, » ae he had got 5 cents at an : 
toir in St. Boniface. I kava lookat through our credit not 
of that year. I think we have got the prices we paid for 1 
hogs. The substance of his evidence was that he could ‘not g 
so over 41/2 cont at the abattoirs in 1905. We bought for 3 
aN months in that year, the first 3 months, we paid 5 cents: 
from that time on theprice advanced and we paid as high © | 
7 af cents a pound, and we have not paid less than 5 ont 
pound, ” yee 
Be Q There is always a market for on in yenttoba ? 
fh of’ ‘late years, yes. In the early days we had a glut. 
/ But not since the a houses started ; there has’ son 
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52%, 

A. Not. right here in. Winnipeg, . Further. west. there,is fully 
half Amsrican pork anyway, and at times 75 per cent, but not in 
Winnipeg. . | 
Q Why should it be that it is ry ata Meher price than 
ours F. -». 

A, [tis only. the finer brands sold at..a higher price. 

Q: Bacon.and. hams ? | A Tees 

Q Would it not be better for the country if our farmers 

could get. a somewhat enhanced price and have our people eat 
our own pork? nem wha 

A.A great many people think that they are eating American . 
pook and ave eating ours. I know a customer who asks for fine 
American pork and he gets Gallagher's 

Q. | It would be. better for the country’s trade, it ella be bet 
for the farmer. to get this. business ? oo apres 

A. Of course, the farmer is selling the live stock, The 
American is..sel Linglsommbhing different. 

Q But,.if there was no,Amsrican pork here the farmers would 
get a better price ? wet Biya’ , 

A Gertain lines of American pork are put up. to stand the 
climate... Gur,pork will not stand to ship far west. Jt is put 
up, with.an air-tight cover. Take in a dogen cities there is no 
Canadian. pork pibeis.eli American... y 

Q. It isexpensive packing that way 

A I.an not familiar with their ways. I an not practically in 
that line. They use an ochre wash over the cover and in that, 

“way they make the. package perfectly airtight. It is put 

up-altogether to stand climate bette@than ours. diy 
Q, Protection is:a.principle believed in by a good many ‘aad | 
keeping the cuarket for our ow people and the farmer would 





a Ak ae eretr aie, our own), market for. his meat , and the counis~ 
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928 
sioners, I have no doubt, would like to receive all informatia 
on that line ? 
Chairman : that is the duty. on that pork 2 
A Two cents a pound. 
Mr. Haggart : 
Q That places the price more tia 2 or 3 cents over our own? 
A Of Amer ican meats when Iwas in the city market I sold 5 
or 9 cars right over the counter. I used to buy their meat 
and snoke it here. At time I could not comete with. the local 
butchers, Thay would ont thereorices, Syitt.& Co. would call 
meat here. That is 7 or 8 years ago. If they have an outside 
markyet they use it as a dumping ground. They will unload 
here when they are full up. It does not pay a packer to carry 
his stock from | year to year . They used this market very 
effectively we have no trouble in getting rid of our stock. 
We sell all we make. If we had 5 times as much we would not 
have any trouble It would be impossible for us to stop them. 
They sell what we do not sell. 
Q There is no reason why the pork industry should decline ? 
A It is in its infancy. It ig increasing every year, I 
think the. Stock yard returns will show that. 
Chairman : cial 
Q ‘Faye 3 you facilities for packing more 9 A Yes 
Mr. Haggart : | 
A You can do double. ° 
A ‘s do not mow whether we can. We are ruming alinost to our 
full ‘capacity. cur pork plant is not 80 much, It is not so 
large as some of the others. We only run to full capacity for 
two or three uonths. | 
Q It should extend over the ita year ? 
poh A In the winter time the packer gets ful? up. 
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Q And every farmer has a dozen dead hogs for sale ? | 
A The retail butcher buys most of the farmer's dead hogs. 
The packer has got very few of the farmer, s dressed hogs. 
The butcher can buy as cheap as we can. 
Q Thercity has one or meat inspectors to detect anything with 
a strong flavour ; is there not a real inspection of meat at 
the time it is being killed, when the proper inspection can be 
made ? | 
A ves, there is one inspector that comes to our place, I think 
every day.) He is not there all the time. Anything he sees 
that is not right he condems it. 
Q He is not on the ground when it is killed ° 
A yes, he has a good chance. He dees not see it all, but he 
8908 most of it. 
Q It is the only time, the killing and opening up of any animd 
that you can detect the disease ? 
A You can tell tuberculosis any time.after it is killed. 
Any practically butcher knows that when he sees that something 
has been cut off there there is something wrong. 
Q Suppose there is a tumour in the beef ° 
A No tumour. Fave found the liver affected. Never found any= 
thing we call a tumour. I have an idea of wt it would be 
Q I have heard of an instance in a anall butcher shop where 
they had come on a tumour and it ha@ run on the beef ? 
A That is what I call an abscess. 
Q {tis just possible that that may affect the boot ? 
A Possibly.” I have know of beef condemned for that, 
Q rf the purchaser knew there was an abscess there they would 
not: be pleased to buy off that particular carcass gt: 
A TI should not think so. 
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Q There ought. to be some efficient overseeing of every carcass 
of beef ? . 
A I would be in favor of that.® 
Q And that duty performed by a man who is fully competent ? 
A Professional man ? 
‘A. There is one professional man --- he is the professional 
butcher | | 
Q He would not be a proper man to inspect meats ? 
A He has the adventage over the medical man at the time the 
animal is being killed, but before the killing the medical 
man would have the advantage over him. 
Q There is no direct inspection in the Province of 
janitéba ? 
A No. 
Q Do you ever get dead meat consigned to you 2 
A.Yos, from all parts of the cowmtry 
Q You have no other assurance beyond your ow personal. 
inspection that it is all right ? 
A Any practical butcher can.tell that it is all right. 
Q But nevertheless you would recommend a proper govern- 
ment inspection of dead meats at the time of the slaughter~ 
ing ? ai 
A Yes. There ts onl y one thing, the expense. But it 
would be so little, that it wuld hardly be noticed on 
_ the price of mat. 
Q -You think that thepublic would appreciate some such 
step of that kind : 
A I understand that do it that way in the United States. 
Q. 14 ig ‘to be in the interests ot) the more Tespectable 
portion? — | 
A *' say ‘that it would be more in the interests of the 
. a 
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It being lunch hour the commissioners adjourned 


until 2 o'clock the same afternoon at the sane place, when | 


: the enguiry was resumed, 





| JOHN JAMES MONCRIEFY, having been duly sworn deposed = 
as follows; 
4 TO MR. HAGGART: ~~ 


You are the editor of the Tribune ? 

The managing editor of the Tribune, 

Have you a copy of the Tribune of two days ago ? 
Yes, | ; 

Turn up a letter signed "A BUTCHERS’ ASSISTANT" ? 


a 


Yes. 


~- 


ee Seale a et eg a ae ee aa i ee 


Who is the butcher's assistant? What is his name? 


I claim the privileze of refusing to answer that question 


or ero > © > 


You do, Well, does the paper itself assume the responsi- 
bility of anonymous commnications when it refuses to give 
| the name of the correspondent ? 


A A newspagor met assume responsibility of practically eve 


thing which appears in its columns, but not necessarily that 
what it exp¢esses is the opinion of the newspaper Recuuse ~ 
a newspaper might publish what is diametrically opposed go i 
its opingon, but neverless a newspaper is responsible in , 
case of libel 

4g Did you read this commnication in your capacity as 


tia managing editor ? 
ok Yes Mee 
a Did you a taeres that it was a reflection on the evidence 


ct ine butchers who had come ® here ae Ye 
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@ I regard it very mech in the light of a very lirge question 
that the fuller the discussionin question the better for all 
concerned, I had the knowledge from my own experience that the 
cost of living in Winnipez has résen I presume not less = 
than one third within the last 3 years, Ancther as I said 
to a prominent wholesale man coming along one day in the 
car and he asreed with me , it had come to a point wherefore 
a salaried clerk $100 a month was hardly enough to live on 
The subject of meat came up, I know the writer of the letter 
had absolutely no axe to grind, He is a man that takes 

a great interest on any matter which arises in public He . 
js absolutely honest 

Chairman 

Q Is that not outside the question ? 
A May be, 
Mr, Hageart 

Q You think that is sufficent justification for the oublic- 
ation of this letter? 

A Yes, general public interes 
Chairman, 

Q Tha article does not deal with economic questions, in 
Winnipes it deals with this comaission and the men who are 
giving evidence ? 
A This gentleman assured me he knew for a fact that men were 
realty afraid , many butchers were afraid,to come before 
this commission and I may say that just before starting today 
five minutes before I stepped on the car, he was in my office 
. and said he had prepeared a few additional facts 

“ — Q Bo lieth think we are going to take statements from an irres- a 
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53 
A I was coing to make this are T told him I would 
not read it, put would hand it to the commissioners with 
their premission If not no herm would be dons. They might 
read it , and if there was anything in it,well and good, and 4 
that it would not reach the press without the consent of the 
commission, | 
Q The question with me as chairman of this commission is that 
it makes it very clear this combssion is getting nothing. 
IT want to say to the Tribune to put up what you know? 
& This gent Yeman claims to be siving advice. 
Chairman . 
Q pring him here. Let him come forward we give the freest 
scope Wehave left no stone unturned to get all the information 
we can, and a who knows anything, let him cone forward 
and give it . We nave brought men here against their will, 


and questioned them S abead 1 feel that the man who can state — 
the comuission has done nothing knows gomething.For my part I : 
may say that the man who can say phat , ost produce the . 

evidence? | 

A This gentleman has suplemented his statement, if the 


commissioners care to gee it I will hand it in 


v 


| Mir, Haggart 


phutiieieenethinexThat ia very irregular that is something — 


written on a piece of paper by a man we do not know yand if 


— 


it is of cheracter thet is in the paperthen it is a serious 

ca reflection upon men whom we know tadpe responsible citizens? — 
Pe A This’ man says if he divulges the nane of the butcher who 
gage him the information the man would. have to go out of 

my * Bij vaaenees ad @ rE the following day 








Soe 
Biiive T oid DLT. metinenuam e408 elem aad shies enw I . 
iwi sm:erulegemeg- eft of ¢f eae blvow deaf vt ‘Asot Jom 
Sdn yon! ssey oe Biies. miad Of tors 27 i 
eee: bhi bt Fite triws at NGA cl ogres aaw ores Mi bre at bees 
OAs 2 SiseHido ers THotis ly cavig eft sowed ton biuow st Judd _ 


olestengs ; 


wi. ‘whuesteS ait to fewtiede as em bby moLtasup of? g | 
aPeeiilet eeisien 44 nodgedamus eins wefo yrey tk setem JE | | 
Word Oey geris a dim OT enudiv? etd Oo? Yee of Inay y | 
Sotvie staves. od of amie 19 name ines eet | 
ratkadd 
28: ew? ONS Ow Siow? enon mint ted Ove min anize $ 
SURETOSL efit Lf: ten. of bine aasdteds onote on Stel ovary eqoog 
Reeve eG0D min cel .ueiddyes gwoml ode CHOY Dea. nwo ow 
eet xi (eMias oe Met Setord evadt oF » #1 evi bre | 
COS CS (HD y ripe. y | 


efi [90% f  ~elemolo sed beroiteenp Big. 
See et WA BCIIOs gaond entihden enok aad moteatusoo edd 






ere WOubely com, cat Yee sag’ Orie tem ois duslo Ye Yea | 
- 

Teonedtve + 

POF Ti . Ihre date iit be tepealintte ans i ciate ae ;.. ae 
. . a: 









Mi sk Dede i fiw 7 i fen ot ae Bron a 3 
és | <a 


BRPTGBIATE ni dps ‘Wlinetxt vies at a Ys wie a mad er 
Lea 
en 208) oe tums Hy me 


0 89 


: i =. wee re of . 
oe ae oa NEUGEG wit 6 Us 


‘ 









never be any revelations 


See | = 


be 


oo 
is a great dedl of evidence in the province we know nothing of 
it , and some people know about,it is more important than a= a 
man going out of business? ~ ] 
A He sugeest where some of the evidence may be got in be A 
this document 
Mr, Hageart 

Have you taken advice as to your position here ? y 
A In refusing to divuige the nane ! 

Q ¥es? j 
A Weil, I have not taken ee! advice particularly, but I 
know by recent tips “8, in # case of Green vs, The World 
Vancouver, B.C,supreme court, that such communications are 
privilesed, I presume it is the same here | 3 
Q We are not trying the rights of parties, This commission 4 
was issued under the ‘authority of the statutes, which commands — 
these commissioners amongst other things, and gave them | i % 
power- (Mr, Hacgart roads the operative parts of the com ‘al 
mission ),There is the grave question, They can commit you 

for comtempt ? ; 
"A This commission is governed by the same ruling as a civil if . 
court , | a 


Q «+6 it is not but we have the same power? 


A If newspapers were to divulge the names of men who wrote ia 


| letters on combinations or any matter of that kind there would 4 


7 
"Chairman | ait | a 
eh , think the newspaper should take the responsibility of Oe oa 
writer of such letters, 3 


, 


h oer aa very sorry indead ; ts asked the gentleman's permisnien 
a dhe said this butcher is a man Soiee a Hee business a 
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Mr, Hageart 5- 


Q That is not right, vou are giving hearsay evidence reflecting 

upon some persons who have been siving evidence before us, 

yf you had heard that butcher make the statement it would be 
evidence, but you come here and give heresay evitlence second 

hand That man possesses information we want, 

Chairman ;- | 

Q Has the butcher been here? © 

Mr, Haggart;- 

® We can soon get him here 

Chairman 


Was it a butcher who wrote the letter, or someone else ? 


eae eo ee ae ee eee ee eee ee See 


No, @ man to whom the butcher talked 


- 


He is not a butcher? 


rane 


> O & © 


No, butcher's assistant was. quoted, He is assisting the 

butcher to that extent, stating what the conditions were, ey 

Mr, Haggart;- | ; oe 

Q We started this investigation here by asking your news-=- 

paper to help us. We had Mir, Richardson here a whole day nfs 4 

and we come back to you now and want more help We are prob- ae 

ing everywhere where there is information to be got Are you ~ 

gcing to stand aside and poke fun at _ the comission and .. ip 

| say; "You are getting no evidencg you are doing nothing " ie 

. but here is aman who says he knows something, and you will Re 
b. not ceive his name? | , . 

a A We can give the evidence Icannot give the name because it “4 

re WES drive the man outside his business J] cannot go further, ote 

You have already cautioned me and I do not care to be cau- _ a 

PE MBME AER ieci tor oc akouk he rec) ee 

* hairman fore f 
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; A I have seen such happen frequently. An idea has occurred to 
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Mr. Hageart : As the chairman says there is the greater reason 
for getting at it If such a condition exists we have got to 
know it. 

Chairman : Under the circumstances I feel that we cannot have 
this examination closouwithewt while there is any source 
whatever not disclosed from which we could get information, 

and I would ask Mir Hageart to advise if that man can be produ- 
ced here whether he goes out of business or not. ; 
mr, legsetest : T really think that Mr Moncrieff in refusing 
to answer that question is in contempt. The commission has 

the same powers as a judge of the court of King's Bench has 
when sitting in court and if the witness refuses to answer a 
tha proper question then he will be committed, of course, 
Qhairman : The full responsibility of the investigation in 
this province has been left with me and I could not close 

it without taking the most radical steps to get anything that 
we have not got to unfold the existing state of things. 

Mir. Haggart : This journal which Mr Moncrieff represents claims 
the credit for having raised this agitation. 
A The Tribune has not. 

Q ir Richardson claimed eredit for it on his examination. 
You say you will not give this name ? 

A I understand that it is the privilege of a newspaper, a 
matter of law. It is the privilege of a newspaper to refuse 
to divulge the name of anonymous correspondents I have to do 
it fi fty tims a year in my office when a man comes in and 
asks who writes a certain article. The paper can protect the 
anonymous writer and as sume the responsibility. 

Q That is for an action for libel, but a newspaper even in 
comuenting on a case ‘is often pulled up for it 
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me, not Uhrough fear of being committed, that there is a 
possibility of this gentleman, on.a pledge of secresy, might 
possibly give. the name of his informant. I presume it would 
answer the same purpose 

Mr, Hageart : It is up to the commission to assert itself, 
Chairman: . 

Q. Dol understand that. some individual took street gossip 

and wrote it up ? | 

A Not street gossip. He is a man of honour. He is absolutely 
sincere. He.might have made a mistake, but in the wood. famine 
last winter he made some good su cee sti ons. The man was simply 
built along those lines. He was not an agitator but when a 
question of that kind agitated the public he took steps to 
enquire. : baked 

Chairman : If he ‘is a public behefactor it is up to him to 

come and show it on accasion of this kind. 

Mr. Haggart iI have advised them that they can campel you to 
answer that question. If you'want to consult a lawyer, perhaps 
you had better go end see your solicitr and see whether you ax 
compelled”to. ‘I advise the commissioners that you are in con- 
tempt. | 
Chai via ‘I ati asked the question where ‘the authority comes 
from for bringing this man before the commission. I an absolute. 
ly responsible for having this man called. There i'sno “string 
on me. “I have absolutely refused any sugzestions that I woulé 
not take ."responsibility for. It is not so ‘wuch a reflection 
upon the ‘butchers so much as on the commission which it igs 

said has done nothing. We are honestly ging to do the best 

we can, In the matter of eer of a Ae: nature we must 
be hah ae bth han 
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Mr. Haggart : | 

Q I am willing to let the matter stand until Mr. Monerieff 
can consult his legal adviser. We will ask Mr. Moncrieff to 
appear at the same hour to morrow at 2 o'clock in the after~ 
noon. 

A The commissioners have no use for these documents ? 

Q Anything anonymous ? We want to know where it canes from ? 
A io, there is no name to it. It is from the gentleman who 
wrote the letter. 

Witness hands the docunents in question to the 


chairman, 


JAMES QUINN GALLAGHER recalled. 
TO MR. HAGCART.: -- 


Q Do you want these financial statements returned to you? 
A No, the commissioners can have them. I am not in favor of 
having it made public property. I have no authority to make 
the business public, 
Q This is. with reference to your landed interests ? 
A There is an operating account there too. The business is 
much larger than it was last year. 

(Witmess explains in confidence to the commissioners 
and the counsel the meaning of his financial statement. ) 

_ My. salary is in that and there is no salary on account of 
real estate. I receive a nominal salary the same as the other 
members of our company. 

Q You put in the company's real astate at $100,000 ’ 

A In that anount it was put in for last year, but it sold for 
mor 8, than that. There has been considerable real. estate dis~ 

posed of. v0%, | 
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Q: In this business there was a larse quantity of the witness’ 
father's real estate md being the property of this firm 
“they put it among the assets of this firm. That swells the 
figures there, and swells the profits too. . 

A It is nothing to do with the operating account, which is 
-an account independent of the real estate’. 

Chairman’: *°* 

0 I do not sae why we have to look into the goneral account ? 
A Mr. Chairman, the operating account sets thet out. 

Mr. Rageart -: 

Q Have you anything to state to the commissioners yourself, 
anything that I have overlooked, which you think that bea 
ought to know from your standpoint ? 

A I have made tables showing results in cutting up a steer of 
the best quality.at the extreme lowest point in the year and 
at the hichest point. The two different tables will show you 


the different results at the different seasons of the year. 
Q Your om actual cutting ? 


A Ag near as you'can get it. There is no actual cutting 
that will brine it out exactly the same. You can cub an 
animal over ani over. The different customers will 
make different cuts out of it . 
°° This a statenent showing how an eight hundred - 
pound steer should be cut up as made by J. F. Boes, of 
Bay ‘City, Beton, according to rae then current in 
Winntpes. 


+ “«°(Witness reads to the Commissioners Mr. Boes' state- 

wents and ‘his om statements regardd&@stho cutting up of 1160 
en payne stecr in October 1906 and if a 1325 pound steer in "ey 
at June 1907, ostimted by hinsel f. Pst 
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540 
‘ mhis table as to how an 800 pound steer should be cut up i 
Se is as made by J. F. Boes of Bay City, Mich.,, with resul’ Ke 
hie as per prices in Winnipeg, August ath 1907, and also sh 7 
the live weight with Yholesalepgprofit. Pe Sc 
. 1325 lbs tive Steer at 5 62 a 4/3 Bs A 
- Estimated Expense 6: th) ‘ial 
800 lbs Carcase at 91/2 @. 00 . 
70 lbs Hide at 81/2 : 05 
75 Ibs Tallow | gh a are 1) a 
eens 2,94 ae 
75,82 Tae Ts 
; 7 pear. BREA 
. CUT UP AND RETAILED, : 
: R00 lb Carcass Beef at 8 1/2 @,00 i 
fistimated Retail Expense 8593 ) hi 
124 lbs Loin Beef gaa ) 19.84 
1G Abs Round steak et 12 1/2 50 
42 Abs Rump Roast at 12 1/2 
88. IbsRib Roast at 12 1/2 
92 lbs Plate & Brisket at 6 
| 180 lbs. chuck: ’ at 10° 
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. ’ or Pe 
ESTIMATED COST 1100 POUND STEER, October, 1906, om ; 
7 


1100 lbs Live Weight 
Expense 


6@ lbs Carcass Beef 

@ lbs Hide 

50 lbs Tallow 
Profit 


RETAIL. 
CUT UP AND RE?AILED, 
66) lbs Beef 


at 


at 


It. 
31/4 35.75 
3,57 


5 1/2 


at 10 


‘at 


at 


2 1/2 
4,23 


45,99 


05 1/2 36,30 


Estimated Retail Expense 3 ,00 


55 loa Sirloin Roast 
“36 lbs Sirloin Steak 
65 lbs Wing Roast& Top Rib 
lg lbs Flank 
25 lbs Rump Roast 
70 lbs Round Steak 
— :12 Tbe Suet 
ce @ tbs Plate & Brisket 
a @ lbs Brat Roast | 
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at 
at 
at 
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ESTIMATED COST OF 1235 POUND STEER, May and June 1907. 


1325 lb Steer Live Weisht at 5 1/2 75,39 wee 

Expense 1gee 
800 lb Carcass Beef at 9 72,00 
lbs Hide | at 8 1/2 6.95 
75 lbs Tallow at 21/2 2 BB 

Profit 14 
80.32 80,32 

RETAIL. 
CUT UP AND RETAILED, 

800 lbs Carcass Peel ab 9 72,00 

Estimated Retail Expense 7.8 
40 lbs Sirloin Roast at 20 g 00 
40 lbs Sirloin Steak at 13 7,20 
100 lbs Wine Roast & Top Rib at 15 15,90 
2elbs Flank at 04 88 
30 lbs Rump Roast ge lL /e S75 
90 lbs Round Steak at 14 12,@ 
15 lbs Suet at 03 «8 
78 lbs Plate Brisket at 06 4,8 
70 lbs Blade Roast at 12 1/2 8.75 
40 lbs Neck at 05 2,00 
150 lbs Shoulder at 10 15.00 
70 lbs 4 Shanks at 02 1/2 1.75 
05 lbs Waste — 0,00 
g00. Loss 1.64 
oe | 31.0 81.0 
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. (Witness also reads to the Commissioners comment, - 
enquiry and letter contained in the issue of The Butcher's 
Advocate of date July the 17th.,1907, first page. The newspa- 
per in question is hmded to the Commissioners.) 
Q What are those stat tements e | 
A That second statement that I read dated October 196% 
shows the estimated then with selling results. They will show 
that the retail butcher is doing a very profitable business. 
The retailers’ expenses run high in the spring and their busi- 
ness profit figure out less. The more I get for my goods the 
less it figures pro rata. I have given you the actual sales 
for the month of June this year. (Hands "Seles" to chairman. ) 
Mr. Middleton : 7 
Q Where do you principally get wa hogs from ? 
A Mani tobe. 
Q “Do you find it advantageous to run retail. along with the 
wholeside ? | | 
A It is in Wimipeg. We are a youmg company. Five years ago 
the butchers were more or less afraid that we were not going 
to last. That accounts for us having th these retail _ 
businesses . We were ee SG these or else gp ‘out of 
business. Of course, we had, Kaxeuxeas before we started, The 
butchers took objection to ,us. Of course, we had our ouatoners 
and there was no use or reason why we should close good cus 
tomers out to take on inferior ones. I do a large business. 
with the butchers. In fact, Several inember s of the retail 
‘association have done business with us. and are satisfied. 
We are gradually ‘rivamlatat our business froin day to day. 
Q If a whalesale merchant in Winnipeg runs in connection with 
his wholesale a retail store on Main street the trade does not 
encourage that sort of yong they do not think that it is 

right ? hahaa hia (AM Via etuiiil | ti 
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A Itis not, either. But originally we could not very well 
aeree with the retailer's way in which he wanted to run our 
business. A number of retailers thought they Imew more about 
it. They imposed terms which we ‘would not accept. As re- 
gards the high price our retail stores have gut to lower prices 
Q If there is any coikbine to keep the price up your stores are 
not in it ? 


A We get as much as we can too. 


ALBERT JOHNSON, having been duly sworn deposed as follows: 
TO MR. HAGGART : -- 
Q You reside in Wirmmipeg and you carry on business as a pork 
packer here ? A A Yes 


Q And you have recently acquired the Mitchell & Sturgess 


business ? | A Yes 

Q You bought them out ? 

A The Thyle Meat company bought them out. 

Q You are the manager of that company ? — A Yes 

Q The two companies have amalgamated ? 

A Moy, the ‘Tle Meat Company bought out Mitchell & Sturgess. 


ye are operating on Por tage avenue in the same place. Our 
business is'a general wholesale meat business, beef, pork, veal 
and mutton. wes URE 7 

Q° Have you an abattoir or slatighter-house ?” 

AC We have a little ee We slaughter our hogs and 
some beef too. | a, Uf ER at a geo 

Q° Have - you a cold eee there ?A-regularly equipped 
‘abattoir ? b serey. Abt tia ls We A Yes 

Q How many cattle do you kill and cure in a year ? 

A Ve have only been in the businéss for 6G months. We are 


h 
oe 
; 


° 


Bil i ‘ina a very meld way. We do not average more than fifty @ month. 
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How many hogs do you average in a month ?~ 
“About forty or 56 2 wee ol, 

Where do you get your eattle 2 

From the stock yards. | 


And your hogs the same ? 


The same 


2 OP O eo, 


And you sett your best to the retail butchers around the 
tan ¢ A Yes 

Q. And yhogs you sell to the retail butchers and cure them 2 
A Cure most of them for bacon and hans. Some we sell around 
tow ; cooked meats too. 

Q You do not, kmow what your turn over would be yet, you being 
a new firm ? 

A do not imow 

Q You buy as igheaply as you can ? he Tee: 
0 ‘And you sell as dear as you can ? A Yes 

Q Do you know of any arr engenent , Agr een ent or understanding 
along the wholésale or retail butchers as to the price to be 
paid for cattle and hogs 7 | 

A Ne, never heard of it. I was in the retail ‘business for 
six years and I lmow that all that time there was no combine 
noi ther aunongs the retai lers nor in the wholesale. I am satis- 
fied as to that because I could buy from Gordon a half or a 
quarter of a cant lower than the anhers a some times from 
‘the Wester Packing company’. 

Q 8 sup 9080 an they wore loaded up with a certain class of 
Seat’ that is” ‘the place to buy with a. Little drop in price ? 
A Vea iat never found it that way. 

Q What oauges the ik A in ‘the price ? 
aac ce suppose I could buy closer than the next one ; more care- 
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Q You are satiffied that there is no combination among the 
wholesalers now ? 
A Yes, end I am perfectly satisfied that there never has been 
any combination between thé wholesalers in Winnipes. 


Q Nor anong the retailers ? 


A No. There is competition but hot combination. 

Q Is there any such a thine as a boycott among the butchers, 
either the retailers or the wholesalers ? A. Ne 

Q. You do not know of any ? . A No 
Chairman : 

Q Were you a.butcher in the. city before ? A. Yes 


Q And a member of The Retail Butchers’ Association ? 

A No. 

My. Fageart : I did not know that Messrs. Mitchell & Bureess 
had sold out to ‘Mr. Johnson. That, now completes the list of 


meat packers. 


DAVID FINN, having been duly sworn deposed as follows 

TO WR, HAGGART.: -- | | | 
Q You live in Winnipes and you. have been a butcher here for a 
good many years. ? 

lai it 
How. long ? : 
For fourteen years. 
There was a time when you had a butcher's stare ? 


Never... 


it 


Or O F- ODO. - 


You were always a jobber or a wholesaler ? 
Always whdlesale. — 
What kind of business do youdo ? _ 
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OA? 
A Only kill cattle, no hogs, no > sheep, I do not make a succes 
of mutton, I kill all cattle. I do all Ky own work. 
Q, Where do you buy, them ? 
A Mostly in the stock yards the ine te. years. I used to buy 
in the country but there is no ‘good cattle and no satisfaction, 
The | butd ers do not want to buy ‘from m when T bus y in the oo yn 
try. Cuts to a poor, percentage. Red River cattle is too poor tf 
to. cut enouga goad percentage. Red River cattle does not dress 
more than a half. Ido, not find them satisfactory If you 
buy in the stock yards the cattle is heal thy ard. they dress a 
little better. 
Q Are you doing business in the stock yards ? A Yes 
Q. You have the same chance as any body else ? A Yes 
Q You try and buy as _ chea ap as you can ?- 
A Certainly — | x 
Q. Do you arrang with, anybody not to let the farmers get a 
start of you ? aia i re Ne Si = 
A. : make no arrangenents. Only the time Gordon sta#ted his 
abattoir ho acked ue to kill in his placa. I told him I would 
kill in his place. lana butcher. altogether different from 
the other fellows. | | 
Q How ?, Sometime s you would be, short of cattle and somtimes 
he. would give ; you ‘cattle Lic ie ‘i 
A. Fla. has to tye me cattle a he promised 1 ine. oh That isa : hare 
On the, condition that IT kill in his place he has to give me 
what L Want, for my, customers. i cia 
Q To vow do you soll is + ie np ea : 
A liostly, J 1 sell to the Jewish butchers, ‘the front. tee 
i only, the. front. ‘Sell. hinds to Avery body, : The sald Car cas se 
a. 2. ey Gordon's butchers kil for me, and supply me 
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with cold storage and stabling. 
Q I thought Jewish butchers kill with an expert ? 
A. The rabbi inspects every animal, If I kill. they go through 
his hands. 
Q If there is anything wong he .rejeets it, if there is any- 
thing on the lung, a little hole ? . 
A. He condems it, and we camot sell it to Jews, or if there is 
a nail in the kidney. We carmot use,.the beef... Again we kill 
with a knife and not with a knock on the head. We have to kill 
him»so quick so that he cannot see the cut. If he is not kil- 
led instantly we camot use the beef. The object is to kill 
instantly without pain. And if he is not killed quickly the 
animal is condemned. 
Q You have a good. many customers in tow 2 
A Gh, yes. 
Q Do you know of any STE between the butchers, 
wholesale or retail, to keep up prices ? 
A. No, if I buy ian I sell cheap... But I am sorry to say 
that since New Year's I have lost money up to date. Cattle is 
high. We pay $5.50. to $5.75. . Weruge to sell beef at 71/4 
and.7 1/2, the hind quarters for 10 cents and I try to sel it 
higher and I camot get it. 
Q. You made a good deal of money before this year ? 
A, I-make,a living,.a good. living, though not so much as men 
think. According to the way I kill animals, I kill 150 a week 
and they do not bring me an average of $l.a beast. 
Q Did you read the newspapers about these rascally butchers ? 
A I laughed at it. It is to please the people. 
Q. The newspapers: were. really not serious ? 
A Just teasing) the peoples)... ¢ ss 8 oe oe 
Q Is that all the reverence you have for a great public jouna 
| pt 
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SO can’t help it. | 
Q You do not believe that the butchers are putting their heads 
together to do up the other people ? Which de you think are th 
worst ? 
A Both of them. If gallagher can break me he will do it and I 
-will-do it to him. I am 40 years in the business . They can 
not break me down, though I try to do it to the other fellow. 
Q Can you suggest anything to the commissioners that would be 
of benefit to the meat trade ? 
A Why ? 
Q You are a Jew and you follow Jewish rules as to dealing with 
meat. Do you think, as a citizen, that it would be a good 
thing to have all meat properly inspected ? A Yes 
0 There is really no inspection over the killing of 
animels ? ? 
A There is a kind of inspection in the ahattoirs, but I 
think that no mam can inspect like a Jew. 
9 You would not have thing reversed for inspection ? 
A Yes, but in this thing I believe according to the Jewish 
killing. It is very nice beef that is killed by the 
Jews. 
Chairman v 
'Qs You b buy in the stock yards . LIN Os A Yes. 


At this 5 sae of the procsedings the Commissioners 
adjourned until the next afternoon, Saturday, the Seventeenth 
day of August, 1907, when the enquiry was resumed, and Mr. 

» Moncrieff was recalled . 


‘Mr. Alfred J. Andrews appeared for the Witness. 
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My. 1 Bp I have had no time to go into the mat 
ter yet, but [I will undertake that Mr. Moncrieff will be on 
nand here at the beginning of the sessions on Tuesday and in 
the meantime will advise him to answer or not to answor as the 
evidence may warrant. ; 

The Chairman : I do not wish this commission to 
develop into,an argument on legal technicalities. We are hecre 4 
to enquire into the beef trade. We do not wish to delay one 
day over a little matter and I do not see why this should be 
adjourned from time to time te 

itr. Andrews : : Do you say that you would prefer to 4 
incarcerate ie Afxiremec? Mr Moncrieff ° 

Mr / Hagsart : This commission is going to assert it- | 
self. This commission is going te see that all their functions o 
are exercised ; it is only by cuuttesy that you are here now. © 
You know it is not a richt or privilege of a witness to be a 
represented by counsel or to have the services of counsel. : aa 
If the witnesses before the commission were to be répresented — | 
by counsel the investigation would be simply a travesty. I 
have taken the responsibility of advising the commissioners == 
that Mr. Monerieff is in contempt and that it is within their — 
power to hand him into the custody of Governor Lindsay. 


Whether the comzissioners under the circumstances will act in 4 


that way is another question. 

Gn the one hand we had the’ solem statements under vy 
“oath of responsible witnesses. On the other hand we had the cn a 
insinuations of a ae uncorroborated that the witnesses 
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tion ant reserve judgment as to,what you shall do. And as 
this enquiry was instigated by the journal from which Mr. 
Moricrieff comes I propose to summon Mr. Richardson whe took 
credit for having forced the powers to commence this enquiry. 
I propose to examine Mr. Richardson and I propose to get all te 
the information I can from him, T wuld ask you then that you 
take the matter inte your consideration and I would ask you 
to tell Mr. Andrews that you will not hear argument on this 
question and not hear counsel, That is my suggestion. 
Mr, Andrews : I will certainly abide by the decision 
of the Court, | } 
Chairman : My ruling as chairman as gk has been 
to absolutely and without consideration refuse anybody to 
question a witness except through our’ coumsel or through one 
of ourselves. Up to the present we have not had any other 
counsel in the proceedings. I must rely on our counsel entire- 
ly. mt 
Mr. Andrews : This is a witness who has been 
threatened with being deprived of his liberty because of his 
refusing to answer a question. If the commissioners will not 
grant my request to consider the matter on Tuesday well and zag 
good. The commissioners may either hear me or not. I am 
not representing any newspaper, but Mr. Moncrieff. I an here 
to give my reason why he is justified in his course, but I have 
not had an opportunity of advising him. 
“Chairman : We adjourned to give him sufficient tine. 
I would ask you, Ur. Hageart , to advise on that point. So 
far my ruling up to the present ‘time has been in this enquiry 
not to allow AY, Laie ne? eome in and take the place of a 
witness. itt 
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Mr. Hageart ‘ I wuld only be, too, willing to extend 
Mr. Andrews every courtesy but it would be a very awkward pre- 
cedent. . Whatever Mr. Moncrieff has to say he will say himself 
Mr. Andrews will advise him. Do you still refuse to answer 
the question I asked you yesterday 2 | 

Wr. Monerief? : My counsel advises me that he has n& 
had»tims te go into the question, therefore he is unable to 
advise me so far as to whe ther I should answer that, question. 

‘Chairmen : After conferring with my fellow comnis- 
sioner in regard to this matter, and I must say that it is a 
new experience for me, I must rule that we will reserve our 
decision for further consideration, and the matter can be 
considered by Mr. Andrews in the meantime, and as Monday is 
Civic Holiday we will sit here again on Tuesday next at 10 
o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. Andrews : I can only thank the commissioners for 
their courtesy. 


‘ FREDERICK W. PETERS, having been duly sworn, deposed 


as follows : 


TO WR. HAGCART + 
Q. What is your official ‘position | in. the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way company ? 
A. Assistant freight traffic: manager of we stem lines. cy 
Q So far as the transportation of live stock is concerned 
what are your duties ? 


A To publish, the rates, supervise the regulations and system 
under waich all traffic is handled and to deal entirely with 
the. shipping public on matters of ‘transportation and. freight. 
That is as near as I can describe i. 
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Q You have full charge of that departuent ? 
A Yes from the west to Lake Superior. 
Q The shipping of livestock from western points to Wimipeg 


is in your jurisdiction ? A Tes 
Q From Western points to Montreal and from Winnipeg to 
Montreal is in your jurisdiction ? A Yes 


q Tho fixes the rates ? | 

A The tariffs are published in my office and are described as 
being issued by myself. Of course, all large questions in 
regard to rates are first considered, principally through rates 
by the head of our department in Montreal. 

Q The statexmek settlement of the freight rates for all 
cattle shipped in the west to the east is all done in your 
office through yourself or those under you ? 

A Yes, through myself. 

Q I suppose that you are personally acquainted with all the 
shippers ? 

A Not all, but as many as I can be acquainted with, 

Q You lnow all the Wimipeg mn ? 

A I think so. 

Q Gordon, Ironside & Fares, The Western Packing company , 
Gallagher, Holman, EaFrance Company, Mitchell, J.Y.Griffin 2 
A I.think I have wet the managers of all those concems. They 
may not se@ me on every occasion personally. 

Q Is that tariff issued from your office strictly adhered to ? 
A Absolutely — 

Q Would any shippers by reason of the ammount of business they 
do get any advantage or preference ? 

A None whatever. Aman who ships one car gots exactly the 
same rates and service as the man who ships a Iumdred. It has 
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| 5b4 
never been different. since the O.P.R. started to do business 
in this country. 
Q According to that the ony advantage a big: shipper would 
have her would get a train and rush it through ? 
A There are no lower rates than there are for one car load. 
Q You might givéd a better service for a train ? 
A A solid train making 4 prolonged trip starting in Saskat- 
chewan or Alberta would naturally make better time than one. 
car, not always but it might. Because at divisional points 
there is nothing to make up or to fill out the train, shunting 
and so on. 
Q It is insinuated that Gordon, Ironside & Fares: have an: 
advantage over smaller dealers and ranchers ? 
A» That is sobulutely.incorreet, they have not. 
Q They might have incidental advantages ? 
A Not so far as the railway is comcerned. If so, they get 
them through their om facilities. 
Q They might have facilities for feeding stock at certain 
points 2 . 
A. Nene that no one else cannot have. 
Q Others can have them ? 
A Others can have them. | 
Q Is there such a thing as rebates in the trade here ? 
A Wo. | | 
Q...There is no direct. or indirect advantage ? 
A Hone. 
Q: As far as the. railway coupany is concerned it is in favour 
of no particular shipper ?. 
A. \None whatever... 8 AG en a ’ Gis alg 
Qo Now, Mr. Peters, you do business with quite a number of 
the smaller shippers? throughout Manitoba.? A. Yes 


Bas 
guerre oh of bet iat a A, iP ait es toon sood iii 
sedate abit 

Nigwe tec ina pid ws ECV A git edd sat nt ‘git Bross 5 
$ Syeatt Si Axare Bie iw 3 ‘tea piuaw et svad 
Swit “ae tas “ok che ovedd saut? oda Noval On exe erect, UM 
P citei 2 solytea ‘nejted & bvig sda sol 9 

sea Re BS. Git + pegomarigy 3 ‘githlen niatt ‘biloe a4 
ii ait aod teoved oleae Louten hfvaw abtod iA. so sabes 
santa (owitei sts ie salingdt drain ot dad ‘evseis tom tad 
Spt EIS a = £33 wt 7 Gia? eeu od spibethat ‘af otadt 
ae "aaa bas 
Se oval aowK © sbtenont acto cai beteumbent wf OF 9 
| ° piefaies dee atetaoh rollema teva oesinvbs 
War ord tut: \todrroont ciedufod ox al ‘ait a 
© yojdreyba Leddobionk eved agin ant? 9 
Heats oa TE. bericoas, gh wud bar eit as tet detoll A 
geht iftodt avd tems dguotwit medé 
Hketico $x doots miipee? et Leeetpiey eyeel digo yet 9 


* dua We r 








0 There is a cattle dealer at nearly every point of importance 
A Yes | 

Q Who is shipping perhaps once a week or once a month a car 
load or a couple of car loads ? A Yes 

Q You hear a gpod many complaints from Sheen. ? 

A Sometimes we do on different matters. 

Q What is the burden of their grievances ? 

A Sometimes the train o which their cattle is shipped is 
delayed for various causes, snowstorms, or some reason or other 
They mention they have made alee run. We investigate am if 
theta explanation is a reasonable one, the cause being nee 
thing unforesoon, or accident nothing can be done. If it is 
carelessness by an enployge of ae railway we take steps to 
guard against its re-occurrence. 

Q We have had many complaints of extra aordinarily slow runs 
and suffering of cattle and a consequent shrinkage ? 

A It is just such a case as I have spoken of. A Shipper may 
‘complain. We take it up. Accidents will happen. If it through 
bad judgnent on the part of our men we lay the matter before tie 
. management and ares eee possible od sone to cuard against its 
re-occurrence. 

0 “Some of the men who have suffered have gensrously given 
this explanation that the develop: nent of traffic has been so 
great this last couple of years that it is almost ‘impossible 

: for the eto mpary to handle its as pees ete as they it would 
‘like 7 

| A In the testhne’ of general instructions for the movement of 
trains (traffic) the class of traffic that is piven first 
place is live stock. Mat is usu al on any line of railway. 

: That, is “the first ‘instruc tion. ee ay cannot all be moved,’ 
“Livestock and ‘perishable. freight, th at is, fruit and goods 
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iS of the livestock traffic is the handling of cars is all | one 
a movenent. We have to handle all that equipment empty ¢ one 
Br Q You make up your skhedule with a knowledge of that ? . 
ass: A Mo, we do not. We look upon the rates on cattle as” 

4 , ting the development of the country. Gur rates in this are 
i unprofitable of all classes considering the hauling — 

i empty cars ; practically 96 cents a owt. ,or $180 a car. , 

P : veloping the country indirectly helps to develop the rai 


Q Speaking of the Nani toba trade which consi sts of a few, 
cars off the different lines every now and then, dealers 7 
they expept a cattle train every two weeks, whenever that 
td They load ‘their car up and perhaps for 12 or 18 hours 
they will have to wait for that traing and then it will be 


ee ce 


; 
ae 
\ 


a - ST. 
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E delayed on the road and perhaps 24 hours more may elapse. — 
These cattle are _Penned up anc. on the read, and thay migh 
Rist hauled in in tous ‘time ? 7 ; 
. A I do not think that that is correct statement. Last i 
a meeting of the principal cattle buyers of Mani to ba was 
in ny office, and I asked them to say what service they : 
wanted on the aittorent branches. Their knowledge would 5 ioe 
<ibie then tosay what days in the week we should have an ei 

‘They fixed that schedule, and I have not had a complaint . 
Oo: year from the local dealers association anyway. i - 












a8d 

EOGY vag dootaevAl ,daed o tact wd homtat od ithe ins 
siieei cn) .ethded ev easlo yes to dotagalh deed edt pies ty s 
ve TEA wt atgo Yo mit ltion ot wt oft tent dootaevis ext to 
vee baa ytyge stammgasiee Jed ile elormul of ered oe _tnenevon te | ) 
$368 to enbelwor 8 Gd for o Lubediie "a qe e:tan oY ° ! 

no6is ae elites mo seta oi soc Zool of "dott ob ow ol A 
Siena tid ih eoter wd ye ons ait to sromgoleret ait galt 
$d. teat risa? Gat ext ae: ns bassos seaaalo ifs to oldedttorgea 
“oe tab GALS "0, « TWO s ginso 0¢ ylisolionng i eu “yeqae 

cy Lhe aig gelerss i agit x igooxthnt eidraroo ext antqatey 
were be waters dolis ohiws adios Era orld to subisegt 9 

me ipieiash mont bee Wor Lieve sont! drone ib ent Tio erse 

Sear Gat ‘teyercedin auloew: owt yee ata eldine B igegxe acl 
eo HL to AL wm) eyadveq bas qu Meo tterl bxol vest 4a 
Pitby 04 es Sas gotew salt tot haw ot evad Thi yort 
Paagake pret etm 2 Worl Ds agsdteg bens beot edd 50 heyaleb 
ey OTe wea Hi inmost a ere oe qu. bensteg ots efsteo oxedit 
¢ ent eael nd i Be fundl : 
sa ‘tam trmmedisde duovme at taal ‘tai; anita tos: ob I f a 2 
Bhat mae aictinti to winged elites an ee + 
yest opie tay yee of weit Dates 
Bisow euba dwar tod. siden 3 $e neo 


we a 


Binet = ot es : ae 


4 Raha a tb 


RL ee ay 
j - Cape Bi Pur cee 


ii cht 


rd ie A ay 3 
: air ae a 





0 


Sah 








ek 
; ae my wy ae 





557 


plaints , and they said tnt they had not. I have not heard 

of it. is | | 

Q Do you think it isa gp od sertae to give a good service ? 

A Wor selfish reasons it is the best policy. [t is the best 
policy for the farmer to fatten stock It benefits the railway 
just as it benefits every other interest. 

Q There may be outside your office some means of favoring or 
of giving some benefit to a favoured customer of the company ? 
A Of course, I camot say as to that, only this, that if dig~ 
crimination was shown and any one suffered I think I should 
hear of it, for the simple reason that the shipper understands 
that if they suffer through favouritism of ay one they would 
come to my department to secure redress. Therefore, if there 
was favoritism I would know of it. . 

Q ‘kre you satisfied that there is none ? 

A I am perfectly satisfied that there is none. 

Q I find an examination on this of Thamas R. Jovend before 
this commission. He said he was told that if he consigned to 
Gordon, Ironside & Fares, he would (get cheaper rates then he 
would get himself, because they were the larger firm ; this was’ 
at Wetaskiwin ? | 

A Absolutely impossible. He could not possibly get a lower 
Bet If the agent could a sees than that he would pay it hie 
Ref ca, : i 

Q In « answer to a further question when he was asked the dif- 
ference between what he paid and Gordon, Ironside & Fares, he 
said about one third ‘the local vate less. | 
A Nothing whatever in it. a 


Q That, is perfectly Seta 2 : r mide OMe 
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Q The question was this "You were informd by the agent at 
Wetaskiwin on the llth of October 1906 that it would be cheaper 
to consign cattle to Cordon & Ironside rather than ship them 
to 3 yourself and that the rate would be much cheaper’, and as 
a result you saved one third the freight rate ? A. Yes, sir.* 
A I think a vwitaess of that kind should be compalled to prove 
his statement. It is an injury to the country at large. The 
etidence also as published by Lauzon is qqualiy untrue and 
unreliable. 
Chairmm : This gentleman told the comission he had evi~ 
ie to prove it. We have not heard from him since, 

Q" Qj that meant a man shipping to Gordon, Ironside & Fares 
would eet two cars through for the price of three cars ? Who 
paid the freight on your cattle Bo eee Gordon. And he de- 
ducted the freight and found it was quite a lot cheaper," ? 

A Ifhe made any allowance it was not on account of the 
freight rate, 

Q Have “you got & separate account open in the books of the 
company for these cattle shipped here ? For instance, have | 
you an account in the books of the company showing what Gordon, © 
Ironside & Fares paid you ? 

A (Our books show the ) record and amount of charges for every 
one. : 

Q ‘You have no objection to allowing « our r expert to examine the 
account ry 

A ‘None wintever, 
Q ‘Now Gordon, Tronside & Foros will ay) you a million dollars, 
The Westen Packing company considerably less, would I have to 


go trough the whole year. or have ay ‘the charges as against 
each ‘separate 2 2 
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b59 | s rah 
f oo ne No, we do not. keep separate accounts.’ Every bill comes 
; “and is entered in rotation and every car load has a separate 
; way bill. We may make a different kind of one for several 


for ‘iwtat different consignees with the figures. If this 
= -comission wants to examine our books they are open to them. | 
i Instructions will be given to our agent to explain so that ph 
| there can be no possible doubt as to the rate charged eve - , 
: : Q. You were going to say some thing about Lauzon's atatecmin? 
ce ‘A If it was correctly reported in the press. Twas told by) | 
eS, one of our officers who heard him say that the big shippers | 
: got $10-a car rebate. I denied it in the press. They are 
| true. It doas not hurt us but the effect it might have on the 
_ ‘country is injurious. I think Lauzon should be called upon 
to produce his evidence and publicly retract his statement 
Q Mr. Craig, who accompanied the commissioners as secre an 
through the "territories, ‘ through wos has a lot ofc 
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A Our live stock agent reported to me from Stettler a com- 
plaint that he asked for proper service and attention. He. 
was told he could he could have an engine and 10 cars. He 
advised a certain date. That morning the engine with 10 czrs 
ran to Stettler. 18 said his cattle had not rested enough and 
he would not ship till the next day. The enginecr ran back to 
Lacombe 80 miles. The following day when the engine and train 
ept there the engineer was told he did not want to ship because 
he had sold his cattle. The cars were taken back one That is 
one of the complaints. 
Chairman 3 
Q. Mri Peters, would it not simplify matters if the secretary 
tabulated for you a statement of these 7 
A I would be very glad to look into them. Of course, I would 
have to have time to refer to our different offices 2 
Mir, Hageert : 
Q It may be a few days before you could get it 2 
Yes. 
You know the objects of this enquiry and wet led up to it ? 
I can see the object of it. 


= 2) > 


It is to enquire into the meat trade conditions generally 
ineluding transportation. Have you any suszestion for the 
commissioners that would be of use to them ? 

A That is an important question to answer off hand. T have 
been connected with the transportation question for 26 years” 
covering the whole of the western lines of the company. There 
are many conditions which might be improved.in the methods of 
producers of praffic. We are trying to improve our conditions. 
We have very greatly improved conditions during the last few 
years. I wuld not bts te make ae. oe without care- 
ful considerati on, | 
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Q You know that the farmer and rancher do not hesitate to lay 
the blame én the big dealers and the railway companies ? 

A We have noticed it. | 

Q And ‘the wholesale men and the dealers say that the farmers 
and ranchers do not know their business ? 

A That is very true 

Chairman ; 

Q After all the evidence we have heard about rebates, may 
not the idea of a rebate have arisen or originated through 
confusing the local and through rates ? Supposing I am an 
Alberta shipper. I ship to Gordon and sell to him in Wimipeg 
from Lethbridge at 43 cents freight. Now, he pays that freight 
and deducts that 43 cents from what he is to pay for the 
export cattle. He ships them through, say at 60 cents to 
Montreal. The sum of these two rates is $1.03. The through 
rate is 90 cents to Montreal ; on a car that is $26. Would it 
be possible for a shipper or buyer to juggle with those rates 
or shipping bills that he could get the benefit of the 
through rate to Montreal and still charge his vendor the 

local rate ? 

A That isa matter of agreenant. Cattle may be consigned 
through to Montreal for export, stopped at Winnipeg for feeding 
and either take delivery at 7 Wiznipeg at 43 cents or send 
through at 90 cents, that is the tariff. A car may be billed 
hore ¢ on. Wimipeg at 43 cents. _ When it arrives here the owner 
may say" want to send it on. to Montreal, ‘Z do rot want to pay 
sixty. cents." We say : "You don" t have to." We alter the 
‘bill a and let than go through at 90. cents. cordon, or Mullins 
Ore any, buyer might buy a car of ‘aubtle shipped to Wirmipeg 
may come to us and get them sent through at 90 cents. 
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Q Tt would be possible for Gordon to say to a man in the west 
"Ship to me and I will give you $13 reduction or thereabouts" 
that is if Gordon or Mullins can ship through to Montreal ? 
They say "You ship to me here and I will get you a reduction 
in the local rate". That is, he would divide up the freight 
rate ? 
A Not if the mm has 8 common sense. 
Q Would it be possible? 
A I can imagine how it could be done. He buys that man's 
cattle either at yothbridge » Wimipeg or Montreal. If at 
Winnipeg he can charge that man 43 cents local rate. That is 
purely a bargain in buying and selling. But no one jugsles 
with the rates. | 
Q Say he paid the local rate would it not be possible for 
him to send them through on the through rate ? 
A rt would be a question of what he pays the man in Wimipeg 
Q We have had so much evidence on it as to the way the rate 
has been deducted from the amount of money paid for the cattle? 
A Gordon, Tronside & Wares frequently pays the 435 cents 
and take the cattle. They pay the same as any one else. They 
may ‘charge the man 43 cents, but how they. can make any ad : 
vantage out of it I dé not know. 
Q How can ‘they get the thr ough rate froin Lethinltee and ae 
the man the local rate to Winnipeg re er 
A It is. all a question of price. If. ‘they buy cattle delivered 
in Wimeipog at so much a pound , in their settlement they are 
quite ‘justified in charging him freight to Winnipeg. They pay 
that themselves — from their own ranch. Then if they ship 
these cattle trough “a are entitled to the oo rate to 
Montreal. Ast | 
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Q Although: the shipper has paid a little over ? 

A No, to Wimipeg : 

Q» But in changing the freight: fran’ local to through the shippe 
is charged the full lecal rate? © A “Yes 

Q But when it is changed from the two local rates to the 

full through rate then as a matter of fact-he has paid a little | 
beyond ? 

A The combination of the two local rates is more than the 
through. If you ask me if the transaction is proper what other 
rate can they charge 9 x 

Chairman : o, 

Q It is not. a question as to whether it is proper, it as whe- 
ther it is: possible 7 ; 
A There is no-other way but to charge 43 cents. 

Q: Could: they get the through rate ?: 

A Yes. A ‘mmm man sells a grain dealer a car of wheat to 
Winnipeg The. through rate-from point of shipment.to Fort Wil- 
_ diam is 25 cents to Wimipeg 20 cents local. A man buys that. 
gar of wheat on track in Winnipeg. or inthe elevator in 
Wimipeg.. He buys it. based upon the mrket value at Winnipeg 
If the buyer pays the freight he deducts 20 cents per cwt and 
charges that tha to the shipper He takes the eredit: for. the 
freight he paid, He comes to the railway and says. :..."I want 
the balance of the through rate, namely: 5 cents a‘cwt." He- 
takes its). The only difference between the two trades we do. 
not make a stop off. Now that-grain buyer gets a through 

rate of 25 cents, but he charges the owner of the grain 
nothing but the tariff rate to \Winmipeg and the rate any one in 
dant pes:, wouldhave, to. ‘Pay, af they, heughs it to grind it, 
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564, 
Q Is there any regulation whereby an abattoir man would ship 
in a car load of cattle and slaughter and he would get a kk 
through rate thereby he would ship out a carload of dressed 
meat, say to Port Arthur or Montreal ? 
A We have a tariff published on dressed meats from Winnipeg 
east which carries some conditions. I would like to file that 
tariff with you. I will file a copy of that. 
Hie Hagesart : 
Q Doyou know a man named Knight a age of livestock at 
Calgary ? A Yes 
Q You had some correspondence with him sometime ago. He had 
sent 5 cars of stockers from Sttathmore. He had complained 
that the company discriminated between Pat Burns and him, Do 
you remember him 2 
A He complained before the Railway Commission which gave us 
an kopportunity of speaking to it. His complaint was diagnissed 
by the Railway Commission. 
Q The whole matter was threshed out before the Railway 
Commission ? 
A Since Knight gave evidence before this Commission, I had 
the newspaper report of the evidence, I think I convinced him 
that the statement he made was not correct. He made the 
statement that the C.P.R.livestock agent was not on hand te 
assist the small shipper. I told him the mam could not be 
everywhere at onee. His action in the case of Pone' 8 shipment 
would indicate that he does not discriminate in favor of the 
large shipper as against the small shipper. _ 
Q There was some question of a feed ball at Calgary ? 
A 5 saw a. complaint of a food bill. at Sepa. Jaw, 


R fe You had paid somebody's food bi. and did not pay | 
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A We are not pay ing anybody's feed bill 

Mir. Middleton : 

Q Who has charge at Calgary to pay this feed bill ? 

A Any one can 

Q There have been many complaints regarding the stock yards 

at Moose Jaw ? 

7K Yt is true that we have had a contract with a brewing compary 

which is neat there ani the company kept the yards clean and in 

order, and had the ricght to sell feed, but we held the richts 

to supervise their charges. Our livestock man went there they 
, and told him what they had paid for hay. But to guard against 
excessive charges we have taken care to closer supervise their 
charges. loose Jaw is only a feeding pard. The brewing compar 
puts men in and provides atteniance. They have the right to 
sell feed to parties a through | 
ir. Rageart : 
Q Have you heard complaints where people were paying say a 
dollar a bale for hay, and other shippers like ie Fn & Tron- 
side énly pay $10 a ton or like Burns ? 
A There is no different charge by our men 
Q There are some places where you do not handle the feed ? 
A Yes, there may be. But we absolutely control them. Our undex 
stending is that they shall 3 not discriminate and I do not 
believe that they do | ifs 
Q You can adjust that if any reasonable complaint is made ? 
A Yes 
q r suppose the big ee have their own feod at uitibeibing | 
stations rts oe RS T66 
Q ao ‘that case ‘you have ws aia to do with it 2 ‘A Yo° 
Q “But. it, ought to be the policy of the railway company to 
seo ‘tat! all shippers: have the same facilities ? 
A They have the same 2 facilities, but if a railway has to keep 
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a stock of feed, but it perhaps on a high’ market to have a 
supply on hand and a certain amount of deterioation occurs, 
without profit it might be a little high, but the difference 
should not amount to very much. 

fr. Middleton : 
Q I think the complaint was more on account of want of assis- 
tance ? | | e 
A Railways do not guarantee to give assistance While in 
some’ places our men help to load and unload cattle we could 
not assume that. We do that by giving transportation to 
drovers. The hay is delivered in the yard. Whether that in- 
cludes putting it in the feed troughs or racks I an not quite 
sure. | | 
Q It would be impossible to distribute hay under ordinary 
circumstances to a large band ? } 
A I could not say what are the terms of agreement with these 
men, whether it provides for putting the hay in the racks or 
not. I think, however, they do furnish some assistance, 
Q Would a large shipper be allowed to supply his own food ? 
A That is not usually a condition where we lease a yard, 
otherwise parties would not undertake to look after the yards. 
Q “At Moose Jaw this question came up about parties paying 
$25 a ton for hay and the question was asked Burns if he paid 
this amount. fe said he did not know pecause he was asked to 
pay it, 
A Burns has his owm yards. “A man may <, a bargain for a 
large quantity. If you find any objection regarding the 
resting and feeding in our fards we are quite prepared to 
handle them ourselves, and not have it result am loss or x in- 
convenience to the shippers. wa wablear of hon 
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Q It was in the winter time and the railway compmy wes hardly 
accountable for it..The smll. transport. and the large trans- 
port, even whole train loads of stock blocked when. they pt 
to Brandon, and they only travelled 12 miles an hour between 
Brandon and Wimipeg ?. i As 
A The complaint was made to us. The capacity of a locomotive 
is the hauling capacity of that engine. Where the grades were 
lighter or better that locomotive could take 5 more cars at Bra 
don and they were put on, It was just as easy for. that. loce- 
motive to haul a train with 5 extra cars for the other ‘locomo- 
tive. to haul. the.shorter train, but for some reason it did not 
make as ‘good a Yun as from Broadview to Brandon.. We made an 
investigation. Because <0 cars is..a train. load at: one point, 
it does not say that 25 cars.is nota. train load on a better 
part of the road, It was nota case that. the engine from Bran= 
don had more.than she could, carry. . These are some of the 
pene aE Re NS had to investigate.. 
Q ‘Qoutd £ the company run a. regular schedule dt for oat 
shipments 2 . ee 
A. Yes, we have one every day 
Q A stock train ? 
A No. We. have had. no complaints from the Livestock associa= | 
tion. : | s 
Q ie cars of livestock will make a full train 2 
A It varies fora division. Some. are. heavier than others. 
Some locomotives are heavier than others, Each locomotive is 
rated at the. bunch it can haul, 3 
Chairman: Pe 
Q We were asked to dementia a gmioinah re my. own mind 1 fool it 
would,. be proper to specialize so important a branch of the 
‘export, trade . Rave you thought over the matter of how that 
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branch of this industry can be specialized without giving amy 
- one mam a monopoly. Is it possible to devise any scheme whereby 
it could be specialized P 
A The most important condition is ocean space. As far as 
railways are concemed, the man with one car has the same rates 
as the man with twenty, but if the man fails to fill the ocean 
space, the ship has to go light. If the shipper fails to bring 
his cattle the shipper has to pay for his space just the sanie. 
He has to put up secutity. | 
Q In that case would it not drive the smll mm out ? 
A yt makes it difficult for the smllman., the same as with 
the small lumber man or grain shipper. A man shipping one car 
load of grain to Europe wastes a lot of valuable space, We 
do not let anybody gamble on space. We are not running in 
competition with all the ocean carriers. If there is anything 
mote that you can think of I shall be glad to let 1 you have it. 
There is nne matter stock yard accommodation in Winnipeg - -~- 
I simply want to say that where we are the yards require | 
enlarging and that we are considering the question of oar 
ing them. 
Q The company keeps the management of them in their om hmds? 
A Absolutely 
Mr. Hagpart : 

“3 Q Now that other lines have their terminals here would it not 
be in the interests of the railway companies to hare union 
stock yards ? 

A Yes. {tis the proper method where Wirmipeg is the funnel 
_to the east. It should be under separate bare ti and 
absolute qua equality. 

Chairman % 

i What would the management be ? 
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A A separate company in which the railway interests should 
have 2 voice to ensure proper management 
Mer, Fageart : i | 
Q And perhaps the cattle iwhatents ? 
A And perhaps the cattle interests, but under separate owner- 
ship and control which will afford an interchange of livestock 
shipment s between all railways. We are in favor of it. 
Q Shippers over the C.N.R. lay the blame of excessive shrinkag 
on getting the cattle run round the transfer and up through 
your yards 2 
A Well, if the union stock yards are established they will 
have to be reached by a better way. There may have been a 
delay such as you speak of. At one time during last winter 
there was a ereat deal of difficulty, but I did not hear of it. 
I know cattle shipped now from Saskatchewan points on the 0.1.R 
are brought into Wimipeg through our yards and were shipped 
east. } 
Q Peace | are just cattle destined a be offered tar s2le to the 
packers here ? 
A Why do not the (.N.R. privide their ow yards ? 
Gx They were going to Griffin's ? 
A The delay was in switching to Griffin’ s 2 They could drive 
them ; it is just as short. Griffin is getting hogs and cattle 
in off the C.N.R. ‘So are Gordon & Ironside. A case of the 
kind nay have occurred through co agestion or “hrough some stor~ 
my weather. tis 
Mir. Middleton : as 
Q ‘This stock business is changtag a great deal in the woat 
Supposing you saw the prospects: of a large increase of small 
ranches, could you get a scheduled train to es the 





id senate at Piaek t 









Sx 
Siurag's adsowmdet yowLliet exit, Sodite sat yaoqis ofttegen 2 k oa 
Sree grt Tego ertRI Of; eotoy s vovatl a 
+ dumaall jth a 
¢ xtuorwstat altiee ent agetbreg he) Sa 
teen otatiges teh Sud ,atortednt oliteo of agscteg thy A 
ontad st to Aenalotedat sa. Srolte Tide dette {ovcdevio bits, qhde a 
vedo cove) atk ase o® payeudion (is noewtod sdrmmncicts e 
gainbite eytdaccne to eneld ood yal LD oot rove Megq hia. 0 
Pieo*utt gw. fom “tebanss ced. descents, often sent polities 10 
YP ebiey woy 
iiy qeW@ bain iidssac ete chu, doote avin ent SE LLeF JA 
S wewd vax! Yes ote? . «yaw med tat a: xe hectoue't ‘ed-ot evadl 
motels. dual yotob awh.sm.dd- to sents wey ee ae pete 
wt hiGo banal tou bth J dad> yptiwokVtta, to Leek dents 8 paw ovtedd 
Tae at iy atntog somelnt ders weet woe deqqtae eiitca womb I 
Phecatse:. sree. Bie adie, im yor: pecially antes ateguord ONS |, 
: besitos at ER a i tene 
Bit mt Bfag. wt bovretio od ot bonkizob atta ame | ea 
8 aia pa) th hook 0 al to 0b yh A a ie 
hee : ae a7 
Be sinc, tt 2 otittine: of yuriciov iva mt @ . a A fi¢gee 
aliazs fie ayor( gina < ee tees, ye? 


Hic) ey. se ns save Oe: nee . 


raat piles’ pA tan 
st aaa Rte raat .s 


aay wa A hh. Ae _ 








Po 
; Males ps Bu lesions ’ 
| En thw, wh am, RR eto hi 
oe . A La ‘ 


570 


A Yes, we will put on a service if it is required, Jt will be 
_ one man will say "I want a train on Thursday" and on Thursday 
there is nothing to move. That is whet discourages us. Let us 
have any assurance that there is a nece ssity for the a service 
and we will continue it.’. When the matter cane up @ year ago 
Mir, Whyte, said"we will do it even if it does not pay at the 
start". And we will do it. ~ 


Li a 5b o'clock ; at. this stage of the proceedings 
the Commissioners adjourned to.’ mect the following Tuesday, 
August. the Twentieth, 1967, at 10.0 "clock in the forancpity 
when the enquiry was resuned* . 


JORN J, MONCRIERF recalled : 


Mir, lager tos The first matter I believe is as to whether 
Mr. Moner Leff shall answer the query. 
Mr. Andrews) t . Mr. Chairman, I. have given this. matter some 
consideration singe you so kindly adjourned it watil this 
morning, As toe.my right. to) address. this coinmission. Though 
it is not usually a ricght..it“one that is granted a. witness 
who is, threatened with the common’ jail, and 1 think itis not 
improper! for me to..cxplain his reasons for his refusal, 

His reason way not appeal to the lawyers present nor 
‘to! ourselves. Jt. a newspaper's privilege which. he has asked me 
to adviseon as to whether he ig compelled to answer. That is 
veal the name: of thr writer. of the letter "The Butcher's . . 
Assistant." I fail, to,.coe anything very much amiss about: the 
letter, except perhaps, that, tho, Writer may not agree, with the 
methods by which the, coumission is. renin foe, 
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Wir Hageart has asked for the name of the writer ie 
the letter. This is not relatims. The duty of this onilgchi: 
is.to enquire into all matters connected with the beef iniuatry 
in this country, particularly to see if there has been any Z Ee aes 
conspiracy to control the trade. Wir.Monerieff has spoken of : 
facts within his knowledge. He may know the person who claims 
to know the facts, but he can only speak of his om ie 
On the ground of irrelevancy the name should not be disclosed. % 

Chairman : All we want to know is if Mr. llonorief? is , 
going to answer. I am responsible. I told our secretary to 
get the name of the writer of the letter. 3 

Ur. Hagsart : The question is whether Mr. Moneriet? re 
will answer ? nen & 





: Mr. Monerieff é On advice of counsel I refuse ts UG 

answer the question. a : ns 
Wir, Hageprt : Wir. Chairman, my learned friend hae as 

spoken about relevency and irrelevancy. The speech of counsel 
for a witness is certainly irrelevant. I have advised you thal 
Mr. Monorieff is in contempt. The only way to purge himself 
of that contempt is to answer. And it is in the power of — ce e 
the comnissioners to send him to jail until he does answer ( 
I leave it with you. 


Chairmm : In doaling with a matter of this kind, 


which ‘haa unfortunately cane before the counission, I fell 
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Dim 
Mr. Moncrief? ; As to what the Tribune stated on 
Saturday I may say that Mr. Richardson is responsible. He 
| told me that he would cone up on a notice over the telephone, 
I am responsible for that letter as managing editor, Mr ir. 
- Richardson as one of the Eee of the Tribune is also 
“responsible. 

Chairman ; : We are not here to report to the public nay 
the reporters are here. However, it has been stated already 
by me that Mr. Hageprt has been appointed by and is under the 
control of this commission, and in any disputes between us he 
is directly responsible to us. Any honorable witness who comes 
here and answer directly and frankly any question that is asked 
him will not be abused » no good purpose would be served by it. 

Neither do I see that eny good purpose could be arrived at 
by committing the editor of the Tribune if he refuses to answer 


WILLIAM W. BRAUER, having been duly sworn deposed 
as follows 
TO MR. HAGGART : H- 


Q “Where do you reside and carry on business ? 

A New York, londm, Liverpool and Chicago, end some time s in Cm 
-ada.in the’ exporation of livestock ; and as a . comm ssion 
salesman in Liverpool and London. © 

“Q Fave you had some ren. in mene and the Northwest 
‘Territories 2 

“A T have 

‘Q What has been the nature of tliat business 9 

A’ Only in buying export cattle and som butcher cattle. 
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Where 2 aie 
I bought in Alberta and: in Winnipeg cattle coming throug ia 


about the First of Octoker and the midélze of November, 
Q What would be the extent of your purchases here and inethe 
, northwest ? Sa ae 


we OF 
we i. 


A Purchases bu Ganada were very small, only about 11, 000 ee ee i 
cattle in the 5 weeks sent to England. These are all export aS i 
cattle. | i f ; 
Q Do you buy butcher cattle when bert the peas e 
A. Yes, I send them to Montreal to be sold. I send | the exert on 
cattle to England -~-~ to London and Liverpool. 
October last was your first experience here 2 
Yes, from October to the middle of November. 
Ss _ From what parties did you buy ? 3 * 
‘Lbovght the bulk of the cattle from Pat Bums, Calgary. ge Zo 
He is dealing very larg gely in cattle Fae. Sa ‘Yes a 
He is supposed to have a good ney butcher shops hinself 3 
throughout that province ? ° 


A I undetstand so. 


% lots in the ae | 
, oe Qa. And whore were the se cattle loaded - 


| on 
a, hi; 
Xe Xou know the object of this enquiry 
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A Yes, I have some grievances and I have had some very bitter 
quarrels with the 0.P.R. on this subject. 
Q What are your grievances ? 
A My direct grievances was against the 0.P.R. I have no 
grievance againsy individuals. I have no particular wish to 
grieve against them. In the stock yards the C.P.R, does not 
appear to have any control over the stock yards. Every man has 
a key to each respective yard, that is, one key fits all the 
locks. I was a stranger here last year. I went to state that 
I lave dealt in all the large markets of the world and I have 
never come in contact with such a band of yxigkex pirates in 
my life and I never had such hard et 
Q From the C.P.R.? 
A Ne, from the general out cane of people. Not only the 
officials but some of the cattlemen as well. For instance, our 
cattle would come in in train load lots. They would be 
assigned to certain pens. Prior to going to the pens we were. 
subjected to having them held on side tracks because the yards 
were filled up, we believe maliciously against Willian: W. 
prauar, in order to give us as much trouble as they could 
to drive us away as cattle buyers. 
| I will explain : | The C.P.R. allowed butcher cattle 

and stock cattle to be held in the yards directly against the 
rules of the campany for times ranging from one to three hours. 
The yards, as I understand it, should be for the benefit of 
all shippers shipping cattle inte the yards pr epeasal ly for 
ee shipments of export cattle, , 

) I found that such was not the caso. “The C.P-R. does 
oat pay much attention and 1%; allows the business to be run 
by anybody in ‘the yard. | 
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The se people had keps. I found my cattle were changed 
from pen to pen without my knowledge. If they were in Nos 3, 
5S and 7 pens they would be taken dow to the other end of the 
yard. If I asked the O.P.R: they would say they would try 
aml find out the reason, That reason they never could find out. 
The fact was it was done. Three tims in one day my cattle was 
mixed up with that of other shippers. 

we do our business systematically and without much: 

to do about it. We do not want much-halloaing and noise about 

it and we let others alone. But in the yards we found that 
everybady interfered. My time is taken up in attending 
to my own business. I cannot afford to have thing mixed up. 
Gn one occasion I had 20 of my heaviest cattle stolen out of 
my yards and these cattle were secreted in the last pen of the 
GPR “yards , and evidently whoever stole these cattle thought 
That I never would know that they were there. But I an 


always attending to my business -And I saw these cattle, and 


I sent Mr Patterson, the brand inspector amd to go and recomiz 
the cattle according to brands which he did. ye will verify 
that statement, no doubt, at least I trust he will. 

In loading cattle from the yards it is. customary to 
notify the agent of the G. P, -R.,lir. Evans, when one wants to 
load out. He has control of the stock yards. I notified Evans. 
I do not remember the day, but it was sometime in the latter 
part of October. I.want to load out 36 cars of cattle. I a 
not remanber the exact. number, . 

: He said "What time will you have then ready? Will lo 
o'clock do you'?" .I said it would. We were there and had the 
cattle ready to load. Then after we had hayed the cars for 


ourselves Gordon's cattle had been ei in these card, 
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Mr. Evans assured me that it was a mistake. 


T told him that I declined to overlook it; It was plain to me 


that something was wrong. I went to the head office and laid 
a direct complaint against Evans and demanded his dischhrge 
and I told them that I did not want to discuss it unless Evans 
was there, Evans was brought dowm before Mr. Robertson, 
assistamt to F. W, Peters, Mr. Peters being away. At least he: 
was not in his office. Mr. Belbeck, superintendent of termi- 
nals was also there. He started to explain the matter by tal- 
king about Gordon, Ironside & Fares saying that they had a ered 
many cattle there, that that was some excuse. I toldhim that 
my visit was not to discuss Gordon, Ironside & Fares. I was 
there to discuss one of their officials. I was there to discus 
that point and no other. | 
‘The result of that interview ai@’not anoint to any- 

thing. Three of four days after that I had améther load of 
cattle leaving here for Baltimore, Md. °'T ‘haa these cars hayed 
and bedded ready for shipment. Twenty y-two of these cars were 
placed and ready to load in that’ shute vie is all you can 
ee} in there’. © 

re I went to the hotel and Gordon had 12 cars of cattle 
in my cars and he had the others going on to Joad. Thigwas 
about 10 or 1l-o "clock in the moming. The days were petting 
shorter: every day and a man ‘in the business knows it is a 
great hardship to load cattle at night. 

Evans could not be found.” ‘He had not come back to 
the’ stock yards that day md no explanations were ae to me 
why these cattle were put in my cars. 

-Q, Tn what’ way were these ears your - 

A. Tho numbers were taken and they had been assigned to me by 
Mr Evans. In my cars were placed Mr. Gordon" s cattle. 
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I did not see the cattle, but I went down and made a 
greater complaint than before. T would not say to whom it was 
made. It was at the head office, We had a nasty quarrel. I 
told him that we were not in the habit of doing business on 
those lines. The business in those yards were done makk un- 
like that done in ary yards in the United States or Ganada. 

Finally I withdrew my demand for Evans’ discharge 
and they agreed this would never happen again. That was in 
November 1906. Then my shipments were eae to be pretty 
much chipped out , 

As to the conditions of the yards they are not large 
enough and they have only one place to load and unload cattle, 
They have only one alleyway. They have two sets of scales 
but only one is in use. r 

| They weigh when they can off cars. I have jotted | 
down some few things here that may refresh my memory. 
The ¢.P.R. allows each individual to feed his own cattle, 
Q. Here or all along the line 7 

A Here, White River and Schrieber. The only place 
on the C.P.R. where individuals do not feed there cattle is 
Montreal and the only individuals who feed the ir ow cattle 
there are Gordon, Ironside & Fares, 

T will show you the disadvantages to shippers, to in- 
dividuals to 15d elena a tins ee ate aos coms in with one 
car * load or a ‘rat load, | & 

I make this statement : Gordon, Ironside & Fares 
take charge of and food and water the se cattle, the cattle of 
the stranger. Instead of the rai lway company fecding the stram 
gers" cattle 1 BY, allow Gordon, Ironside & Fares to food and 

mater att entitle, 





| 
| 


a 


We. at 
6 3%: nm . Sos aewab. dopew: © tis eahloas edt ck a thd 
sawed cite ot Ye fon hoyew 1 evwited auld tuctsLqume woheers | 





{ ,ferceiy geen & bod of ,seitto baad as. te. esw $1 + obeat | ‘Sg 
no. saantmid gato to gical eth ah Jom Baew, en: tedt std Blot o 
“3 diem snob evew sbroy cont so anenkand ed? .eemtl enady uy 


alee to medade het ich off at ebimy wis af erin saci oft 
repeieekh *aumyl tot  bireb qn we Thy I yi feat oa Se teat 
of agw $a8 .whope mocged veven bivow shat beers gett Bee 
(ited od mi aeicdgod ovew etommiphile ym piel aoe “sedmoy ol! 
; | | aso, eggtie Alvar 
eure toe ots ved shitay. af. tn, soatbeiiten Btbt Od BRS <4, Sorgen 
“efvtwe broles tae fant. epalc. aw yinn eta gem, fue segyronte , 
defens to War ont cvs “OH? .. goryelte end ylam, eye gett 
: | eas af et ene. yin sud 
s efor avad 1 ..etad. To te orld maria fgtew. yodT ‘o 
piesa yar feotbet yen Da ered! agecl  wok emma. srmab 
‘eifses myo eid boct of Lartrived seas weolle, 0,9 eff 
T exit oti ganls £18. AR peal | 
egaks yin echt . moo btyiet: tins. sok ork «Wel, A, cgi eee sch 
gi aliens erat book tor ob aeeR TEN oude ect 





z : ie Se oe san 


; zh : sie ae oe Ayia 


1 le 2 » 
+ >t 

os - 
J 





bi 


078 


The result is this that the mam naturally feels 
himself under some obligation to Gordon &(Ironside for doing 
this. Gordon gpes in and cuts out the cattle, sorting the 
best from the worst, the cows from the heifers, I am speaking 
of the strangers’ cattle. 

~-Q What right has he’? 
A The idea is this, that if these cattle are in their pos- 
session these strangers feel that they are under some obligati 
to them, especially ater they have sorted out the cattle. And 
no one has a chance to buy these cattle. 

T would have given a good deal more for the cattle 
yet I had no chance. They said “If we sell to you our export 
cattle Gordon will refuse to buy my butcher cattle.# I said : 
"We are prepared to buy butcher cattle". They had some excuse 
and said they would try and give m a show when they cam back. 

Now, several times there, to my knowledge, if what 
people have told me is correct, I would have given 5 to 6 more 


than what these people gave for them, but being as they were, 


placed in Gordon's hands, we would not have any show. 


That is just the position about that. I think it 
is very unfair for the 0.P.R. to allow that practice. It is 


very unfair to the farmers. I do not gee how they can receive 


the full benefit of the market. Neither an I prepared to 


state that Gordon did not give ae the full benefit of the 


m mrket, 


But if what these men tell me that the price that was 


given them was a correct quotatém, they sold the cattle for 
less than they were worth. ‘That practice should be stopped. 


“Twant to say this in favour of the 0.P.R. When T 
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ted in, Seaber Jast. I was id Mr. Ianigan's office. And 
IT went, to say this in favour of the 0,P.R. ,» they now have pro~ 
mised. to do many things that I have requested them to do. 
I have pointed out to then where it was wrong to allow the keys 
of the yards in the hands of several men. They have agreed that 
the keys shall be only in the hands of their om men, and that 
that will avoid mix-ups of cattle. 

| They have also allowed that cattle going out shall 
have precedence over cattle coming in, It takes a lot of time 
to load cattle out ; it takes a longer time than it does to un- 
loading. cattle coming in. In loading out cattle you take so 
many cattle to. make more room. That is one advantage. 

, A second advatitage is it takes less time boading up 
pe unloading because they have ta be weighed first, when Bite 
loaded... That take s three tines as long. They claim now that. 
the business at the yards will be run for the benefit of all 
parties. ; : a 

I made the demand that we want our rights and no ad- 
vantages. We /want no advantage from any man. I told him , 
that I was perfectly able to cope with any cattleman but was 
not able to, cape with the any railroad, | 

alk last fall you were satisfied that you were neal 
Sanat: y handicapped as against rival cattle buy ers i ee 

Pe Vane Yes but i have no grievence nor animosit by against 

‘them.. r The only. thing wented was to be let alone to do business 
on business lines. | ‘The railroad company was severely handi~ | 
capped at that, time by so many, butchoy cattle eastle being — 
held at stations | at viaich they were to be. loaded. : 

a? » When o came here the, markets in Buroye wv were ng a had 
aie: and. castle were losing a great deal of money, I spent a 
a! deal of money = | telegraphing, I am posted everyday from 
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England and New York as to the steamships. I could see ahead 
and I saw a chance of making money. Everybody else was re~ 
fusing space, because cattle was losing money, especially so 
my friends in Wimipeg. 

I went into the space market and took nao all of 
the boats that were offering it for a low rate ani restricted 
many of them s0 that they could not carry more than the max 
mum number agreed upon. ‘The result was that I had pretty. much 
all the space and the other people had very, little. 

Q From where ? ! 

A Canada and the United States ; Portland, Me.,Baltimore and 
Montreal. We will name these 2 ports. The result was that 
the market responded and ran high. I had the space on my hands 
and I had the cattle. The stations in th:e west were blocked 
by butcher cattle ; west on the O.P.R, I do not know what 
reasons they had, but I believe it was to block the operations 
of myself ; to keep the cattle from getting to the seaboard.in 


_ time in order that they should not imake the Salling dates of 
the steamers and cause us to be put to damcge af demurrage of 


$250 to $400 a day on each steamer. They sueceeded in one or 
two instances, 

q Whe would you say was responsible for this iat 
cessive blockade of butchsr cattle ?. 

A Gordon, Ironside & Fares. I de not think the ¢.P. 
R. was responsible. The blockade occurred we st of here, and 
the Whim ipeg yards were full of cattle owned by Gordon, Ironsi® 
& Fares. I went to the C P, R, officials and put this matter 
before them, and I must say they did try to straighten it out. 

‘They first asked me to give them a list of the names 

of the ships and the sailing dates amé of all the steamers I 
had. I gave it‘ them in writing. 
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They also went to Gordon end asked for his. ye did 
not give it to ‘them. I said to the Q. PR, officials this : 
"Do not accept on your lines one car load or eny number of car 
loads of butcher cattle, and do not accept on your lines for 
shipment any:export cattle that the parties have not naned 
steamers for which they are billed. Thet is the only way that 
you can get over this blockade ’. At the sam tine these 
cattle: must be moved out of these yards. This practicé is not 
carried on in-any stock yard cin ‘the world except in Winnipeg." 

I understand that they did give instructions that the 
yards should be relieved of cattle andom uny cattle were gotten 
away. I do not know it to be fdet ‘but I ‘believé they did try 
to remedy the blockade. They stated “tow me: “that b nabody had 


complained of it. They were not in knoweldge of the working 


of their om vards. 


Q: Itplooked to you as if Gordon, Ironside & Fareg 
took unfair advantage of the conditions that existed, and by 
reason of their connection with the C:PLR:; attempted to @rive 
you out of the mrket or embarrascs you ? 

A TI believe they wented to drive me out of the 
trade in Northwest, nanade..’ mY ded | 

Q You found a disposition on the part of the C.P.R. 
to relieve the situation after they understoad it ? 

A Yes 


Q Would that be the tactics of one rival cattle 
firm generally as against another ? 


A Mo. I have done business for thirty years 
in Chicago right alongside all the largest exporters and I 
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fi never have had this experience before. . It is only narrow 
_minded. shor tsightedness.. 

who can fve¢ Qe The poor way dn which ‘the: CaP.R. Company's yards 

oowere vun and Gordon, Ironside & Fares's influencewith the 
Canadian Paficic Railway were all used against you ? 

& Yes. .Tais man Evans, representing the Canadian 
anpacifie, railway. was afraid of his om: life. He was afraid 
,oto.do what was right for fear that:he wuld be reported 

to the Canadian Pacific Railway company. I told them further- 
sulhore, |. that x: they should placeshim ag: in a position where he 
could: speak like aman. 
Q But did he appear to be dominated by these | 
other men? wt | an nob. we ere ex Be | 
could Miy EGG a@na trex aw aye | Lae ae | 
vo oil food Ace wappeared .to ‘be under their influence. | 
| Kast of Winaipem, we fooc. 18, sip aie ae | 
ditions expotiw, ? 
ay? Ya pnt, tO Montreal wien “dr iin pe One a . 
| That, is Ahi Awe Giaiy Ghoy are mgd | we by the govers> 


ment before they go og whipd 


inspected, There Gordon, [romine & Pave Saye 


ohne es engety i pares and Lead StieLT 
ting thy rar ee: eompary FORCE FOE! Bee: 












4 5 
\ 
“ « 
aS, Sa . 
Gels fs rf ¢ 7 / 
* - —- 
3 ‘ : 
a. 4 , j 
- 


fait + 
» 


Sore i 
it, ¥ 
F a ( a 


wen vino 2h BE cotntiad aseiicipabeeieaet bad oved even 
seein et aa 
<0 oar <> * we 






a ine 
oe . A ™ 
“2 = a 


att cdivverurltci s'sexs! 3 obtaacl), meio” homer ete aan 


w 
n 


Giayaa ya quo ..E,0 sclt lotro nk yeu ‘weg eit Qt Aap 
f wey tasthegs bom Tie ovew yaad tat oto Led nakbansd 


patherd off gattvscenqes jor way ott’ sadh WERE 
Biawha cewek. 2Rtl wo nid to Sette saw Yorther Oeeiaay 
bodauge? wi Aluow ex Jail cnet Sor deg iv new debwoh oF 
rpranuen (oukist: ot tos tabhenia etitiot 

Sf Oralw soktigo: x oi gu mid snag Mund yeh a tede ee 


“rene xg a 


ee 


state wet cers Blo! 4 
ord et q ~ 
Bass end 


 eg.cait oi beets od Oo segs 88 tut O° 











583 


PRCHRPE PRs THE EVIDENCE OF W.W.BRAUER, AUGUST .20' 07 
TO MR, HAGGART: -- = 
Q What is your opinion now from the experience you have had 
as to certain parties getting rebates, concession or reductions 
from the C.P.R., do you think any such practice exists? + 
A. I could not make a statement without I could take my 
figures from a paper to read, I do not believe the inan lives 
who can find out if a rebate of is ever given, I know we have 
never received any and I cannot say that any others have.. 

In a statement that was made the other day by Mr. 
Gordon, when he was giving his testimony before this commission 
he stated that he could do the cattle business from here to 
England from $3 to $4 less than any other people, Now, I want 
to point out to you the general facts of the case in detail. 

These facts are in dispute, but I , am prepgared to 
substantiate every detail, This is not heresay evidence but 
facts they are. Mr, Gordon states and claims that he has 
advantages and facilities all along the line, 

qn Winnipeg he has stated that he has no advantages 


in feeding stock, and I do not believe that here in Winnipeg 


hoe could buy feed less than any other shipper, At Schreiberw 


we all feed the sane there, At White River, 600 or &00 miles 


East of Winnipeg, we feed the sane as Gordon, under the sane con 


ditions exactly. 

We get to Montreal where the eatule stops one day, 
That is the time limit they are required to stay by the govern- 
ment before they go on shipboard in order that they may be 


co . inspected, There Gordon, Ironside & Fares have an advantage over 


" : oy, 
other shippers, They have their own yards and feed their own 


i hat instead of having the ive rca feeding ae ‘then, cE 
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reason of his fooding in his own yards. They have them there a 
day. Ho can save probably a loading charge, Rach of the 
other shippers pay a man named Rafferty, be Gordon can s2ve 
10 conts a head on that. That is 26 cents, 

Now he says he can save insurance. Now Gordon, 
Ironside & Fares ship the majority of their cattle over in 
the boats of the ¢.P. R., known as the Canadian Pacif fie Steamship 
line, That same line carries its om insurance, and will not 
let space to any shipper wnless the line ismes its om ingur- 
anee which is on the other side of the bill of lading given to 
the shipper when the cattle is loaded inte the ship. That does 

away with the insurance question except in the case of a few 
| they may ship on the Donaldson line fram Montreal or the 
Leyland line of Portland » lie. They cannot save a great deal on 
that, . 

Insurance in Montreal is about the same or perhaps 
higher than in the Mhited States on account of the risk of 
stoamrs going dow the St. Lawrence river, If do not think 
that anybody could get insurange less than one half of one 
per cant, Gur insurance in the States ws 35/160 per cont less 
5 per cent. That wuld wake it about 32 ¢. This year I have 
a rate which equals a little more than a ee of one per 
cent. This disposes of the insurance, 

It shows that at the time the cattle go on hoard 
the steamer, Gorden, Ironside & Fares have no advantage with 
the exeoption of Po: ding at Montreal and loading on the 
' steamers. : 

| We “ld go to Thgland whore the cattle are tinal ly 
"disposed of, and at oadh place, at all the marl ts in Tngland 
and Scotland, -oattle are andy aldowod to live ten days. 
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wants to know exact ly what his feed bill will be , We will say 


men, That is 70 cents, 
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I might say that I have been doing business in England 


for 16 years and that I have done more in the cattle business 
in England than any individual who is living today, and I do 


not know the advantages that these people can havathere? Mr. 


Gordon claims that they have their own people there, 


In England his cattle is sold by commission men, He 
has not much advantage there, not to my knowledge and belief, 
and we are suppose/to know if they are doing business, His 
selling is done by Parker & Fraser, They have been in the busi- 


ness for years, The only advantage that Gordon, Ironside & 


Fares could have would be the sale of their cattle for a 


little bit less, but I do not believe that Parker & Fraser would 
do it. We do notmake rebates and I do not belive that Parker 


& Fraser would do it , 


2 
a ae 


In England we all feed our own cattle, unless a man 


a shillime a day and let him credit his supplus fodder landed 


Sy Sts pee 
Une ne ea a+) 


from the ship. 


Grant that he has saved 20 cents in Montreal, and he 

= wy 

saves, for example 50 cents a head of his coumission by a Ae 
supposed arrangement which he might have with his commission 


at 
Now, I understand he ézparved 73,000 cattle 
last year ; 70cents each on Ades is- G51, 100.4 Now, he cratese 


he states he does his business from three to four dollars 


a head cheaper than others shippers oe 
Mir, Middleton; I rather thak he said he hadthis = 
 ecdvanbage: over the ranchers who shipped? | cr : 
ab upl.e This applies x large and small shippers. tai will 2 


Lo e maximum anount , oe Te will take a a head. The 
Ze 0 239.000 * 
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*s $219 , 000 
From that deduct 5151.00 


Which leaves $167 ,900 7 
According to statements which I have read in the news- : 
papers Mr, Gordon says he has thism net advantage of shipping 
Ue, 000 head of cattle over other shippers, I would like to bs 
request that Mr. Bordon be called upon to verify this statement > 
Mr, Hageatt ; We will have Mr. Gordon back here . vos 
A, I think it is not more than right to the shippers of this 
country that he should verify that statement or else acknowledce 
that he has made a statement that he cannot stand up to, hr 
Chairman ; You might give us a detailed statement of the cost 
of shipping a steer all along the line to the old country? 
ae le Yes. We want to ask Mr. Gordocn to account for this 
$167,900 and to state from where he derives that benefit, 





As from these figures here, he has not, as we belive, been 


able to derive it from any place in this country or in ee if 

England, and the only place left for him to derive it is from Se 

the railway company or the sbeamship company, re 2 
ba 


Mir. iddleton : : pas 
Q. At what time is the sreatest export ? 

A [t starts in July and ends in November. Cattle are o just 
begiming to come now. Alot has been said about Pat Purns, 7 
for and. against. I want to make the statement the. last year 
at bought about 6000 head from Burns end this year I will got | ee 
5000 or 5006, and I want to say that Burns is one of the a 
“ tntvost men x have ever met, and I want to say this that if: 
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ry more ‘like ‘niin a | pomniey baka he better 
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Now York. 3 
They ditp from the United States and Canada ? 
Yes, to Liverpool, London and Glasgow 
About what number of cattle dia you ship from the Dominion? 
y ship; ped a great many through St. Jom. They were bought 
in Chicago. t only chipped about it ,000 from Tere: We oe 
gated 100, G00 lest year, 
Q Your institution is a, larger business Gen that of Gordon, 


= O,F OO. 


Ironside & Fares ? ye 
Q Although \ahod do not do 80 largo a Sg of the Canadian 
business 7 oe oe 


Q Do, you think these grievances will be removed by the C.P.R ? 
A Thay have done som things that look very mich as if they 
wore going to ‘remove thei, Mr. Evans seems to be acting better 
My agreement ts with the O.P.R. I have nothing agninst the 
mn, I bel love if ho-had wider powers he would be all right. 

Q In buying cattle from dealers in the west do era Tron- 
side & Tares have any advantage over you ? 

A Yes, “but the’ only advantage thoy would have would be ‘that’ 
‘they ‘now ° the cattle country better. But they would have ne 
advantage in buying cattle, 

Q That is legitimate ? 

A Yoo, wa have no complaint about that, ‘What T an a oan | 
about is the matter injahewh ‘Die business is done in this place } 
and ‘the. bad treatment to which I have bean subjected last yeor, 
Q Gordon, Ironside § & Fares at these yards” appear to have an’ 
advantaep ¢ over you at ‘these yards here Bi 
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+ A Say Jones comes in with fifteen lead of cattle 
to the yards. billed to himself, These cattle will be unloaded 
oO Gordon, Ironside & Fares or by their repre sentatives. Then 
they wil be placed in pens. They let Gerdon, Ironside & Fares 
wen food and water t them. Then Gordon will come down and go 
into the cattle and sort them out according to ‘quality and 
condition, the female stuff from the steers and bulls amd so 
on. Then he would see Jones and endeavour to buy his stock. 

Jonos on his part will be afraid to a to anybody 

els se, beca use he would state that if he did Gordon would not 
buy. his butcher cattle. So many say in fear that Gordon would 
turn hin down and leave him with the cabt tle on his hands and Say 
"Tou ship to Montreal your exporters sour self” . ‘That is not a 
leg gitimte position. ra | cee 


Q You would not buy but icher cat tle y 


bee 


Yo g, we would 


4 £4 


Co wuld you not have gone in “there as well as Gordon z 

A Ts never saw a man who was let out of sight of Gordon or his 
ma en until ‘they had bought + Savile. They were right wi th 
him ell the time | ver . 


w+ 


Q Were ‘there may others affected ‘similarly oe you ? 

ate do not believe there are, 2% do not solicit consignments. 
They, wore nore solict tous. ‘Galy in buying from Burns I made 
an agroatent that I should handle his cattle in England, 

iC You think ‘that. there is a li ste ‘too much intimacy between | 


Sie i oy 


the C.P.R, ‘and Mr Gordon M4 a 
A Yes 2 it tet restriction was removed and ‘these ‘men - could 


ti eva, 4 see | 
come ‘into to the yards it would | be better. If 2 proper company 
Lae at od ‘tay y ‘wer hi Fly. Rar tee we Ti |) We a AD 


a formed for that Purpose those men vould. have a free hand 


ih ‘ wong By 


and could comaign them to commission men, 


Dit) ihe 


fo salt those eee 
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wht would use their best endeafours to sell them to the 
highest bidder, Thon the farmers of this comtry would be 
benefitted by thousands and thousands of dillars a year. 
Cheiriman 
Q I understand that the conditions there are good for the 
producers providing they were so regulated to give them a 
equare deal 7 
A Yes, and they would be greatly hone fitted. 


Mr, Taggart: . as 
Q These stock yards neat to the €.P, R, and are under their 
control ? | igs A Yes 


Q There are other satis systems Settibae: De. you think 
that union stock yards, accessible to all railway cortpenlos, 
in the hanls of some independent institution, would remedy some 
of the grievaneds that exist ? | 

A Thot is correct. It would remedy some of these things. 

Q Many cattle dealers in the country complain that they are 
bunched, kepted on the road too long, weighed and oe to a 
vary excessive shr Inkage ? 

A You sev the 0.P.R. is not always to blame. For instance, a 
man shipping a train load of cattle is supposed ‘te got a quice 
ker ‘Yun. ‘They ought'to be able to rum them in passenger time: 
A freight train is more or less of a local train. Unless they 
get the bleck train in its entirety. 

Take a drove of cattle om a train. After these cattle 
have been on ‘the train a certain time they will not shrink any 
more. © They may suffer from hunger and thirst. Yet they 
will not shrink. Take the tin limit 48 how's. The next 24 
hours they will not slutink 5 or 20 pounds nore, ‘The een 
oe out of the bulloeks.. tite vel Gh 
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20 You say that the farmers sey that Gordon would not buy their 
butcher cattle ; what would you have done with these butcher 
cattle 2 | | 
A Ship them to Montreal which I’did 
Q Give us the nanes of any parties whose knowledge of the 
facts would likely be of service to the coimisaloners ? 
A I donot know the farmers .°H.A.Mullins ‘told me ‘why he 
would not: sell me some of his cattle. Sometimes even when his 
“bullocks were not’ off he said "Sold to Gordon." They had not 
been weighed off the train. <I asked him the reason why he 
NE) ecg. 
would noteprice his cattle. Mullins told me : “I have some 
300 or 400 cattle coming in tomorrow morning" and he invited 
& to the club. I thought it was*stranze, I said "Mr. Mullins 
what time’ shall I be at the yards?" He said "Seven". TI was 
there at six o'clock.’ I-needed the “cattle. Chicago was high. 
‘I could buy cattle here cheaper. Mr. Mullins was sorting his ce 
cattle and’I asked him how long he woWld be before he was 
ready to price his cattle. ue said "Come back in half an hour* 
‘I said"are you ready?" He 'said’ "I have sold to Gordons" I 
‘said : "I have not séen Gordon. Oh, I can be reasonable," Te 
‘said :"I have a°bunch of cattle coming’in I will-sell you,” He | 
r salare"hi an "going to sell you Edwards’ cattle, 306 of then, He & 
is a Mormon.” ‘Mullins was in ‘the ue and Edwards was antes 
onthe. orn mn 
| ““Tvasked Mullins to price ie’ the eattle and he priced 
them to me at a price I wouldnot eye I Rasen YS he knew I 
— would not “buy the ‘cattle at that.) vid | 
- 9 seb UInea ainute o ‘two Gordon ‘came in and paced up and 
down, "Later he was’on ‘the fenee ‘talking to the omer of the 
eattle while I'was*in the pen trying to buy the cattle from 
| MulLings yo. ‘said°"I am ‘the’ saléemai" I said"t vent to talk 
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to the ower of the cattle.” Ye would not get him down, and I 
gob Tdwards to eo away with myself and finally I bought the 
cattle from Edwards, and Edwards said :"You teke. the cattle," 
Q Fave you any other sugze stions you can make the comnission- 
ers 2 
A Yes, that is, to have every 100 or 150 miles an exper dimen- 
tal cattle station. cet ina good breed of stock. The same 
es they have in the States. That is, to have a farm of 500 
acres of land and raise the kind of stock best adapted to the 
country. Breed and weich the cattle... Feed on different kinds 
of feed to experiment. You will set these feeds in the Breed- 
er’s Journal. These farms make a sreat return to the sovern= 
ment. You show how much the gain is each week, each month 
and each three months. 
Q We have one at Brandon and one at Indian Head ? 
A You want more. 
0 The farmers say that they get a low price, the cattlemen 
in the city and country say that the reason for this low price 
is the inferior srade of cattle, not properly finished as beef, 
what is your experience ? 
A The brecd of cattle in this country is not good. A good inexy 
ranchers do not know whether they are good or bad. That is 
not sweeping; but there are a Rood many who do not. 
Q You told us that the cattle were not of the best breed in th 
Northwest Territories, you are speaking of Alberta ? 
A Yes 
Q eae is the effect of the introduction of Mexican cattle 
cattle gaixlower breeds into Alberta ?. 
oA Bad effect. These Mexican cattle should not be allowed in 
the country, They are like razor backed hogs. They have not 
- large loins like the black Durhans, or Polled cattle. 
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‘Tt:ig. in quality not size that is important. A.1200 
is often worth mare than a 1600 pounder. There is more prime 
beef in the 1200 pounds very often. I saw some very fine 
lfanitoba cattle last year. What they want is to cet away from 
these bad bulls. You take a herd of) 2000 with 46 good bulls. 
Each cow will have a calf, such being the’ case these 2060 
calves will be worth $20 a head more and :they. will eat less. 

Some ranchers in the west deserve to lose their cattle. They 

) hacys any quantity of hay. I never saw so much hay lying on 
the ground. I understand that Burns gets his hay up and» feeds 
it: to his cattle. | 

There 1s no reason why a mm with 16,000 head should 
not take as much care of them as his horses. There is no reason 
why they should be allowed to freeze to death. When an ex- 
hausted animal once gets down on the ground it is impossible 
for that bull. te get up and he dies. For. $1000°he could put 
up sheds that would protect them, Hay. should be cut That is one 
of the great benefits that should advised plainly. It is a reme., 
dy. They would have the benefit of savine loads of cattle. And 
they would get better and earlier cattle, | a 

Now, there is a dearth of cattle in the west, mee 
feed cattle. If the farmrs in the west were to feed the 
cattle for. the earlier markets they would not have so much to 
kick about. rm ail a i 

‘A great deal of it is there own fault ; they are not 
attending to their business | 

bes You are dealing in. sachet si baiediha: cattle, 
what effect has the Argentine meat on. Canadian And American 
cattle: in Mngland ? 
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regulated by the supply and demand and quality, but if you 
get more common cattle than the market will stand prices must 
be lowered to effect a clearance. 
Q Argentine cattle is not so good as these ? 3 
A It is mighty good beef, but it is such a distance away. It 
has a very strong competitor. Australia is a great compe titer . 
They ship in frozen beef, which is sold at a low price and 
bought by the poorer people. That all lessens competition, 
Q You have followed the proceedings of the commission here ? 
A Well, I have. not followed it since they were making so many 
rédiculous statements. 
Q The farmer says he only gets 1/2 , 1 34 or 21/2 cents a 
pound. A man like yourself says you pay all it is worth, do 
the middlemen do up the small producer—s or traders ? 
A Any man --- we will buy as cheap as we can. Othcerwise the 
farmer will goon separate us from our money. Where we come 
from the farmer knows more than we do. The only thingg is 
they want a little guidance. getting breed right. The govern- 
ment will make money by it. 

I have heard the public aba&atoit discussed. I be- 
lieve it would pay handsomely in Winnipeg. You gp to Chicage 
and get a couple of first class men who understand this busi- 
ness, guarantee them so much salary and a percentage, you will 
find it to be the greatest benefit that winnipeg has ever seen. 
Q Who would omit? 

A Either the city or the country or hating citizens. ft 

had better be owned by either the city or the province ; let 
the province run it. I think the country or the government 
should om it. be es la aad 
Q ‘Would it be fair for the seins or city aity, to run it 
i red aes to such interests as , the Western Packing Company 
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or Cordon, Ironside & Fares ? 
AC Personal] y I do not think that it would be fair. But if 
you have good reason to believe that the people do not receive 
fair ‘treatinent’ Mer “it is fair for the goverment to see they 
| have protection. I do not believe that’a zaverment should own 
anything like that, but if the government has reason to 
believé that something is sding on that should not, then it 
should be corrected. | 
Chairman : 
Q On account of-your Inowleaee of this trade you could give me 
the names, ‘or put m in the way of finding out the best conduc~ 
ted abattoirs end how they are conducted in Canada and the 
United States, or. if you know of any cities where they have 
public abattoirs ? 
A I do not know of any. The New York Butchers Dressod Meat 
& Boof comany Are on” Bleventh’ avenue, near 39th street. Those 
| butchers all had a erievance. The packers, Morris and Swift wex 
chersing them too much for their beef. They acre people all 
out of little shops. They combined and held meetings for a 
long time. They wanted he to be president of the company. I 
tojd them, no. They eot together and built a place worth 
$1,500,000, building and grounds. Thatiis the finest place I 
ever saw in my life. That is place which it will pay you 
to, 906 how it is conducted.’ 
FEA a of any other cattle market in Cenada or the Uni- 
ted ‘States wiprs cattle are sold off ‘cars rot fed nor watered, 
a8 they. are hore in Wimipeg ? 
oh Mo. ‘Bub ‘the Wnntpeg price is fairer to the farmer and. the 
‘dealer ‘because he Iknows’ exactly what he is getting. For 
a instance ‘the se’ dattts would cost 4 cents a. poundl i iwithout food 
, or “water. Tr ‘ae were fed and watered the price would be 
_ lowered enough to take cognizance of that. You know that 
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price of 4 cents a pound, 94 per ewt ho will buy at $3.50, 

though you. camot change ‘the quality. They are wei g shed ate 

rectly they come off the cars, 

Q There is something in it when the cattle are kept in the 

cars until they are half dead ? 

A Well, immediately they come off the cars they are weighed. 

Wimmipeg is the only place where cattle are sold shrunken ? 

A Yes . 

Q When we compare the Winnipeg price with the Montreal price 

Wimipeg gets the worst of it ? 

A Why ? 

Q Meat there ig duoted at so mich including water. | Winnipeg 

is all pureneat, 2 

A lo. Say these cattle dress at 60 per cent in the ewt. That 

is for a 720 pmo beast. Ik kha 1360 pound beast ; that is 

780 pounds of dressed beef. If he takes out 100 pounds of 

waver that will be 54 1/2 per cent dressed. Now 13 times 54 1/2 

will not figure out at 780 pounds dressed. It ig very hard te 
y what the se cattle 4re worth in the market until they get 

are, tis hard to .go by the quotations of any market. Take 

the a Y you mention, Toronto, Montreal and Chadago, one 

day the price is quoted at $7. 50, the next day at $6.40 ; 

$1.16 per owt less. A man will say $1.10 loss but the quality 

is missing, and that is vhy the price, is lower. 

Q I suppose it is better in the interests of the big packer 

and ‘the wholesale man 2 | 

A The farmer, who does not xno: ws siiilas 5 about shr inkages or 

fluctuation, ali want, to stand there Tive or six hours 

and fiL them up. The market is aot big enough to change the 

prosont condi tions. p 
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Q Do you know of any similar market in the United States 

or canada ? 

a do not 

Q Why is. it exceptional here ? 

A yt is so. I think it is a great practice. It does away 
with disputes and the price regulates. Burns offered me at poirt 
of shipment for 50 cents 2 hundred less weighed there. 

Q And yet Wirnipeg market prices depend on Montreal and 
Toronta ? ie | 

A I have not been here long enough to go into local affairs. 
Q Liverpool would govern the price in Montreal ? 

A I do not think so except in isolated cases People who 
ship cattle generally ship them some time ahead, But when a 


steamer is in Montreal and the space not let up to within a few 


days the Liverpool market will regulate the price on that 
steamer only. | 

Mr. Middleton : 

Q This system of shrinkage is liable to be enuisance. Cattle 
are driven 4 long distance end are shrunk. The renge cattle 
come in 10.or 26 miles and get 5 or 16 per cent off them at 
the point of shipment, don't you think they shrink then enough: 
for the journey ? ti) 

A They are not weighed off the cars here. 

Q We have had them shrunk 206 pounds on a railway journey; 
from 70 to 90 hours on, the journey ? 
At never heard of such. You will have isolated cattle on a 
| car or a train of cars delayed en route. Ona hot day. a 
bullock will drink 106 pounds of water ; ona cold day he will 
not drink 10 pounds. _ ei | | , 
see buying exporters, how shits aitter ence “a you make bepvien 
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the grain fed and the grass fed ? 

A The grain fed would be worth more money, from a half to a 
cent a pound more 

Q You would encourage grain focding ? 

A Yes and putting up hay 

Q In referring to Burns’ hay privileges there are not may 
who have such hay privileges. Where he is it is worth about 
$2 a ton ; to other ranchers it is worth $15. 

A I do not know the country well enough for that. 

Mr. Hagezart +: 

Q I an informed that Burns has his Olds 2 ranch, and that he 
drives his cattle through the meadows, where the svall er 
ranchers camot do that 

A That may be true 

Chairman : 

Q Still the advantage remains, you can fecd the cattle in 
the west ? 

A You have a great country and you must ‘sive information. to 
the people what to do, not only in cattle but in other things. 


Experimental stations are solving the problems in the States. 


CBURGE H. SHAW, having been duly sworn deposed as follows 
TO MR. HACGART: 3 


Q What - is your official Sea ? 
Traffic manager of the Canadian Northern railway company 
You occupied 2 a similar position for the C.P.R. for some 
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Q You have been with the C.N.R. for how long ? 

A. Six years ! 

Q And it is with your department that shippers of cattle have 
to do ? he A Yes 

Q. Do you ship any,cast of Wimipeg ? ia 

A Our trade in export cattle up,.to date has been limited as 
compared. with the business.of.the ¢.P.R... Our line is develop- 
ing new country where the cattle industry is. in its infancy. 
Our is practically a.local trade. . | 

Q Has any corporation or firm established in Winnipeg, such 
as Gordon, Ironside & Fares, the Western Packing company , 

The Gallagher, Holm Lafrance Company; J.Y.Griffin & Co.,has 
any one of these firms ny advantage, coneession, rebate or re- 
duction over. the smaller cattle dealers 2 
A: None whatever 4 

Q The farmer or rancher will get the same rates to Wimipeg 
from all points on your railway as the packers here. ? 

A Precisely. tow: 

Q The farmers and shippers complain that there are delays 
upon the road which cause excessive shrinkage in their stock 
over your line ? he 

A. At times we have not given as good dispatch of cattle as 

we would. like to ‘give then. But, this is due to the ‘small 
number iof cars shipped at a time. The business has not develope 
to such a magnitude as to mke up train loads. To overcoine 
this disadvantage in the southwestern part of the province we 
have one train per week on each line and we advertise an expe- 
ditious service taking in the lines from Virden to Wimipes, 
via Carman, and Somerset to Wimipeg via\Morris. . This has beon 
I very satisfactory to the shippers who have beon doing business 
__ with us on these lines 
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Q Is that a scheduled train 2 
A Yes, once a week just for such trade as that. 
Q Do you have any trouble in disposing of your cars and in 
unloading them at the stock yards ? 
A Stock arriving here over our lines, if not taken delivery 
in our yards, it switched to the C.P.R. stock yards or the 
abattoirs who purchase stock from the country dealers In this 
respect we are at som disadvantage with the C.P.R. But we 
have delayed the erection of stock yards in Wimipeg hoping that 
we could induce the C.P.R to join us in a union yard which 
would accommodate the traffic of both railways and bring about 
a satisfactory market free from possible interference such has 
been referred to in the evidence of William W. Brauer to date. 

Some five years ago I went to very considerable 
trouble in investigating the wnion methods at Chicago and 
South 8t. Paul and had plans prepared for a suitable yard 
on some property which Was owned by Canadian Northern inter— 
ests in the Town of St. Boniface. 

About that time the C.P.R. had changed ani enlarged 
their yards in Winnipeg, convenient to the abattoirs. They 
are now located in the vicinity of Logan avenue. Those 
_ yards have been ample for their business up to the present 
time, but I believe they are now read# to undertake the 
erection of a union yard in Winnipeg. Unfor tunately for us 
we are now ‘engaged in the erection of a yard in St. Boniface 
to take care of our own business. This yard will be of good 
capacity and will have all the modern conveniences and will 
be ready for business not later than 60 days from date, 
when we ‘hope to give the eee over our rails first class 
tormine] abbbimadation, | 
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Q Still there will be the trouble of the interchange of 
traffic ?_ 


A That is very true. I an in favor of union stock yards. 


~ 


Q It would be to the interests of the railways to have yards 
to which they all had access ? 

A It would be in the interests of the trade and of the 
railways themselves 

Q And it would be fairer to the purchasers and vendors ? 

A It would assist in develo; ping a regular stock exchange such 
as is conducted In South St. Paul, Omaha, Kansas City, Chicago 
am. so on. | 

Q Say there is a train once a week. They load up the cattle 
in the morning and theymwill stay there util the night. It 
will take all night to get into town and it is the next moming 
before they are unloaded ? 

A That would be an extreme case. Not such as I have referred 
to in my previous answer. The train would start out early in 
the inorning. Shippers are in direct touch with the agent and 
mid they know about when to load their cattle which are then 
in the shipping yards. 

Q You. know the scope of this enquiry , have you amy sug: a8 
tion which you can make to the commissioners. We want to go 
into this matter pretty fully ? 

A jt is my opinion that one cause of ‘ip depression of the 
market at the present time in Wimipe: and Western canada. 

is the inferior class of stock offering. This trouble has 
been added to by the importation of a large number of Texan 
and iMoxican steers, during the last few years. Every ojie of 
those cattle when mm. tured dispossessed a good home grow beast 
from the market. ay think the. Dominion gocvyernment should . 
Bei, saath eattle eae inhi into our sn It causes 
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just as large an ocean freight from Montreal and St. John to 
Liverpool. An animal weighing 1600 pounds takes up as much 

, space as one weighing 1700. As a matter of fact these cattle 
are not fit for export and they depress the western market. 

Q And that will affect the markets here by reason of farmers 
forcing on the as cattle not fit for export or domestic 
sale ? A yes 

Q That hss it affects the whole market a 
A Sure. 

Q I suppose that there is no person more interested than the 
railways in & good lively cattle trade in this country ? 

A yt is my belief that Western Canada will be better known 
to the world as "The Producer of Livestock” than as the "Bread 
Rasket of the npire". All we require is improved breeds. For 
we have the best of food to produce the best of cattle. 

Q Do , you think that the railways do their duty in developing 
that cattle trade ? 

A We try to. | 

Q The famers do not give youyany certificate of chezacter ? 
A I think the fanner might be better anployed in feeding his 
cattle than in making suggestions to the railway companies. I 
think the provincial epvernmment should make it a crime to own 
grade ‘sires. They should all be emasculated. I have with 
me the amual report of the Union Stock Yards & Transit compay 
Tt shows the growth of bust: ness for 41 years. These statements 
contain an object lesson. Take the prices for septenber last 
Gp) at greatest market of the world 
Native steors 1500 to 1800 Ibs in Sept $5.45 to $6.95 
mes 4200 BBO!" Beree «.' $4. 00 to’ $6.80 
"Poor to Best cows and hédfers $2.55 to $5. 75 


Native stockers and feeders 62.05 to 
Texan and Western steers - $2.08 to 4.4 
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That shows that the texan steer is of no particular 
value except for , the produc tion of horns, and that cattle of 
that chmmacter should not be allowed to Coie into the country 

. I have a statement of the St. Paul Union Stock Yards. 

These docwsente I will le=ave with the Commissioners. pad I 
known I was coming up to the coumiss i ion I would have looked 
further into the matter ; | 

Mr. Middleton ‘ 
Q. More facilities were suggested from Runboldt ? 
A We have_ yar ds there, though they are not of that capacity 
tht we expected ‘then to He there We do not move half a full 
train of cattle a year there, we cannot be expected to spend 
money on yards not needed. | 
Q The farmers will feed stock and ship them when they find 
that they have the facilities: ? | 


A We will supply the fa scilit ties as neoded, 


tae cree FARRNI, having been duly sworn, deposed 
as fol iowe. 
TO IR, HACGAR? 


Q What i is your name ? ? 

A Chr istopher Falni. I cama here a few months after the 

| first rebellion and I baye been here since. 

9 What business are you in: ° | 

A Varmer, raising « cattle and ‘horses. o a Tete years I had 
to give up business on account of the miserable conditions in 
selling pattie. » My farm is near Gladstone; I have five 
quarter sections in one. block and. 200 acres alongside the . 
ceed r 
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Q You have 8000 | or 16,000 acres in ‘the Sr le ? 

A Yes | 

Q You have been farming for many years ? ae 

0 Mixed farming, horses, cattle, sheep and hogs ? 

A Few hogs ; never 1 ised. mary hogs ; ig only get a few cents 
for then ; ; )I never had s sheep ; I have been raising cattle 
since the "80's. | 

You have had larze herds. of cattle ? A Yes 

What was about the size, as Row ge as the we stern ranches ? 
From 100 to 175. | 

What kind of cattle ? 

I kept a Durham bull ; I raised the grade by that. 

How many catile os Pie have to sell evepy year ? 

I bought 10 to 36. fat cattle from my neighbours a year/ 
You dealin cattle as well as farm ? A Yes 

And you bought cattle from your ? neigubours ? 


Yes, in Wimipes. 


CO Fr ©. 08 FP ODO: FP O FP OO: 


And you bought them as chea: pas you could y 
Yes, I had to sell them in this market | 
Brerybody tries to buy cheap 2 | 


o> 


A Yes, but we had to buy extra cheap _ ‘ they growled ire I 
could do no better | 

Q When did you starta ‘to reduce your herd ? | 

A When I sav that there was no money. in ca tt le. r saw that 
there | was more money in horses. T have. ship} ped a good many 
loads over George Pa ‘Shaw! 8 line. , lost ‘too much by shrinkage 
Q That ‘shrinkage isa curse eS | | 

A Yes, it will certainly stop raising cattle. On one occa 
sion, - ask Shaw to ship, for Gordon s men naned Campbell. 
This ‘was | ten or twelve ‘years AZO. : nD sold him several cars of 
cattle, 2 think at 2 se doliversd in Pritnes- I showed the 
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man the cattle and the cattle would average so much shrunk 
delivered in Wirnipes. I ordered these cattle at such a time. 
When the cattle came in I got a message from Gordon 
to keep them another week. I had them ordered in from the 
farmers. TI had to have enother mm to herd these max grass 
cattle. I.was. losing from the word "go". Next he did the 
. same thing over again, , 
I said “No, I will ship at the first opportunity." 
T had a very bad run. They kept me 10 hours in Portage la 
srairie. That was on the Manitoba & Northwestern railway. 
Then they: were taken by the 0.P R.freight:.. The Winnipeg 
yards were full. | 
| ; _ I saw Gordon giving two other men some talk who had 
cakd hin ae cattle; he would not accept them ; they were not 
ta same cattle he had bought ; he would take a certain amount 
off ; and so on. I would not stand such abuse as these men 
were getting from Gordon or ee man. 
I went to the O.P.R. dation office and wired Maybee 
& Son, Toronto, and to a French firm in Montreal "Wire me 
best price on all kinds of cattle." Our cattle was mixed, 
small.and big, old and young. I got word back, and I rather 
_ favoured the Toronto market for the kind of cattle I had, 
which was called"Shewer's. cattle.” 
Then I went to the bank to borrow money to buy these 
cattle that Gordon would not take. I went to these men, and I 
» said:: "Let me stand in Gordon's boots. You pay your freight 
here as you would to Gordon". They said "All right, we will 
give you these at so much a car", Then I went to the C.P.R. 
- freight office, Mr. Shaw was there and Robert Kerr, and I 
aakkédhem if they would give me the best run they could from 
| Winnipeg to Toronto, and they did so. 
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I paid these men for their cattle and I got a 
through bill from Gladstone to Toronto. These wanitoba men 
paid the local freight from there in here, and they gave me 
the privilege of the deposit that Gordon had paid on the cattle 
I stopped for 24 hours at Schrieber and started as 
soon as the C.P.R. was ready. At North Bay I stopped again. 


‘I wired from there to Maybee when I left and when I would get 


in into Toronto and I had them unloaded there in 20 minutes. 

The cattle looked better than when I first loaded 
them They did not shrink so much after the first day. I told 
Maybee I wanted them rested. He said “All right, pay for the 
feed". Maybee brought butchers into the yard. I know I had 
pretty good cattle. In the meantime I was debating with myself 
as to how the cattle were to be sold, 

I had what is called fancy cattle, baby beef, from 
$1.50 to $1.75 more per cwt. They were mostly two-year-old 


heifers and steers. I sold that bunch at the full price. I 


want to show you the difference between those stock yards and 
here, these are different to any other city in America. They 
should be run by the board of trade. A man ought to have the x_ 
same chance as in any other country. Manitoba is the only plae 
where they are sold shrunk. 

| After the fancy cattle came the export cattle, then 


_the brewer’ s cattle, half fed. I sold then to the Hamilton 


brewers. ‘Thon I had the butcher cattle left. TI gained enough 
on shrinkage to pay the freight. That is the way we are handle 
here. ale 

om | L came down tare about two weoks ago to meet these 
comissionors, a an not sent by anybody at all. Last Friday 
when y sav itr, Gordon s statements ‘in the papers I thought I 


would cane “dom again and expose him a little hit. 


leds hth 
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The shrinkage I would be out of here, paid all the 
freisht from here to Toronto. Give us farmers here in Manitoba 
the same privileges they have in Ontario or in eny city of the 
Union. I was in South St. Paul, Sioux City, Omaha, Kansas 
City, and Chicago, and if it shrunk there it is not a cent 
less than it should be. 

Surely if Armour and Swift by buying cattle watered 
and fed can make millions, surely why camot our men make mon- 
ey when they buy then shrunk. Why cannot we compete with the 
Americans.They send their stuff back again cured, 

Barley here is better than corn. Raise barley to fecd 
the hogs. Feed the hogs and let them be weighed There is no 
country like this. I have no. objection to Gordon making 
millions, but I like to see fair play. If the Chicago packers 
cm get rich on fed cattle why cannot our packers get rich on 
it ? Feed the cattle and put them on the meriet. 

I will tell you how shamefully we are used . 

I had a car of steers grain fed. Ironside's man said "I will 
give you so much." I said "You can have them but I do not 

' want. them shrunk." They kept us waiting for hours and hours. 
The C.P.R. runs. stock trains every week. On Thursday or Friday 
it came along. I took my cattle dow from my yards and the 
train came at 10 o'clock I had fed these cattle at 5 o'clock. 
we left there at 16 0 "clock. We cams to Winnipes at 3 o'clock. 
in the morning. That is a pretty fair run. Here we were with 
men from Yorkton. | 

It got 10 o'clock and my cattle were still side- 
tracked. As it rung 12 o'clock an engine backed my car into 
the scales, There alone was a shrinkage of 9 hours. I said to 
Mer Fares : “This is scandalius treatment." He Says : " do 
not run the ¢, P.R.*. I said "You certainly run the stock 
yard officials." 
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» Those cattle shrunk 75 to 106. I should have gota 
sini more a pound but» for those stock yard rules. There are 
very few men who can go out to buy cattle, you camot do it. 
The farmer imagines that we are beating hin, 

th And you are only buying on a fair margin and still 
you set the, farmer's abuse ? A Yes 
Q You have given us one experience in Toronto that was for- 
tunate, did you make any further shipments to Toronto ? : 
A’ ‘o, but I have sold cattle to men. shipping east, though. 
Q Where did you meet these men ? , 
A \-soldthem\some of mine... We are. not-used the same as in 
other stock yards in America. ‘We have no. reason to be 
abused in that shape. We want .a hand.so as to have our cattle 
unloaded within a certain time, say an hour, or an hour and 
a half. We wantthat rule. They can.do it in 20. minutes. ; 
I corroborate William W Brauer's statement as to the fact that 
the C.P.R. stock yards are run by Gordon, Ironside & Fares. 
Q How do you come to the conclusion that Gordon, Ironside & 
Fares run the 0,P.R. stock yards here ? 
A The yard men do not not—ualess us when we want. 
Q What experience have you had similar to his, when have you 
cane in with a consignment of cattle and have not got a square 
deal and. Gordon, Ironside (& Fares have "jostled" in ? 
A That is the instance. T am talking of when I had to ship to 
Toronto. | Finn stated that it was to his interests to buy 
shrunken mgt... But you must buy them so blamed cheap as to 
almost steal them. Most of these cattle are so blamed shrunk. 


They. have been shr inking for 48 hours. 

Q Do. you sell f. 0. be Gladstone, th : 

Ay Ef, a man comes to another man s yard and buys ‘shrunk; it is 
aabgrgain, but if they are going to Wirmipeg they ought to be 
ree | | 
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Q Suppose all the abettoir men put their heads together and sa 
say : “We will buy only shrunken cattle" ? 

A tse the “same system as in Chicago, Sioux City, or Toronto, 
that cattle shall be ‘fod: Ur. Gordon'asked that Mr. Glen 
Campbell ‘should be mde to apologize ; I esk that Mr. Gordon 
be made to apologize. Re is bamboozling the whdle business. 

0 We want no apologies ; we went facts. What would you ci 
commend that would bere fit the cattle trade ? 

A Union stock yards and have tho same rules end regulations 
as anywhere else in the Dominion of canada, the save as they 
have across the line in Omaha, Sioux City, South St. Paul,. 
There the reluations are printed clearly and posted. | 

Q The farmers say the dealers do not pay enough ; the dealers 
Say the farmers do not finish enough’? 

A The farmer does not finish cattle. There is not one out of 
&, hundred that knows. That all put their cattle on the market 
when that is the tine ‘to keep their cattle. ne butcher comes 

to me and gives $8 $25 for a 1000 pound animal. If he keeps 
this bullock he will make $28 on that beef, because the beef 

is worth 5 cents a pound, besides he will gein 260 pounds in 
weight’ The ‘farmer is hard to teach. ae just try to get 
money on grain onco e year. (at this stage lithe ‘enquiry ad- 


‘ 


journed for lunch and resumed at 3 o ‘clock. ) 
4. CHARLES 3 SLIKELSTELM, having been duly sworn, , deposed 


as follors : 





| uit i ° 


Q thers do you live ?- Chad what is ‘your occupation ? ; 
A’ In the city of Winnipeg; and 1 am a cattle dealer. 
Q° there do you buy your cathe ¥" 
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A Generally throughout yanitoba and some times in the Terri- 


bua 
A 


tories. 

Q Any particular part of Manitoba ? - 
A Yes, within a radius of 156 miles of the City of winnipeg 
Q Are you an indepentent buyer er do you buy for somebody 
else ? | ) 
A On my own hook 

Q What class of cattle do you buy ? 

A Generally butchers, but I still have a small ranch of my 
own in Saskatchewan, south of Walsh where I put some young 
cattle. Graburn is the postoffice. | 

G About what is the extcent of your business ? 

A The last couple or three years it is getting lower. 

I used to buy young cattle extonsively. Some years sometimes 
_I bought 2000 or 3000 young cattle inclusive. 

Q Where do you take delivery of these, cattle that you buy ? 

A Principally from the farmers. Some are driven in on ‘foot, 
and other ship in to the nearest point. . 
Q How do you get at the price that . you would pay these 
farmers 9 

A S8amply guess work. 

Q Do you get statements from any of the big dealers here 

chowlng the prices on the mrket here ? 

A Yes, but @ en couldnot rely on them. 

Q From ‘what firms ? . 
A Occasionally from Cordon & Ironside, H.A.Mullins, but I 
nevored bothered iauch with them; not bo gain any knowledge 
of exist ing prices for cattle. I have been shipping a great 
number of young cattle, stockers, to the United States. I bucy 
from ae head and sell “by ‘the pound. 
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Q In regard to butcher's stuff is it simply guess work ? 

A Strap ly general information from this and that man, and ssh 
ing how they bought last week. There is nothing that a fellow 
can be guided by | > 

Q You think tt these statements issued by Gordon & Ironside 
are not reliable ? } 

A They were for that day but they do not hold water for lone. 
Then there is alweys a dif fevanoe of @pinion about the grade 
of cattle. | 
Q You never made this deal : with any of the big dealers, 
that they would give you a certain prive provided you would 
ship in in a certain time ? | 

Bei Oy <d bought and. depended on selling afterward. 

By the pound 2 

A Yo a certain extent ? estimated valuc. | 

Q Did you find any complaints axxong the farmers ? 


CE.3 


A : have seon them complain 

Q You think that is their privilege ? 

A rt works both ways. A man must buy as cheap as he can. 

Q You are in the market and. the farmer ws not got the same 

opportunity ? | 

A He puts ma price that makes him safe and you have to beat 
him dom. ; 

Q Where is your cake 


A Winnipeg is the market for ‘ath cattle. Some cattle I 
had for export I could not sell to advantage here and I iin- 
ported them to the English market. 

, ote there are arrangement, pacnorant or selina between 


and any of the others buyer s as ta the price you pay for cattle 
side your district x 
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Q Ifa another buyer was in the district buying would you go in 
ahead of him and buy ? 
A Yes, I would 
Q There is no understanding, agreement or arrangement between 
you and other buyers in regard to either territory or price ? 
A No, none whatever. | 
Q In ‘shipving to Wirmipés what was your experience in regard 
to tr anspor tation facilities ? 
A Tt has always been most unsatisfactory in comparison with 
the way stock is handled the other side of the line. rt has 
never been satisfactory here. Tt is just this way, the laws 
on the other side zg overn the transportation of stock. Most of 
the States have lows passed that livestock shall not be longer 
than 26 hours without water and feed. penalties are imposed 
on the railway and the shipper as well, I have been sent out 
4. hours ahead of time because the railroad could not make the 
destination to feed the stock in time ; sometimes 8 hous ahead 
to comply with the law. there are no rules governing transper- 
tation here. Tt is all left to the railroad. Just the way it , 
wishes to run. 7 
Q There is nothing to prevent a ibe read company from side 
troacking you ? | 7 
A Hot that I know of. If there were such a law in the statue 
tes somebody ‘would iow of it. ‘Down in the Stetes it is well 
known to every ‘shipper. ‘There ‘the conductor will some tines 
unload 20 miles be fore you get to your desination so as to 
comply with ‘the 3 "ecu ulations, to feod and water. 
Q Do, you eet a ‘courteous and liberal treatment here ? 
AT The Q.P.R. has been mare liberal in its treatment than the 
roads the ‘other side of the line. ‘they, “the C.P.R.,will do amy 
thing: they can vv forward stock. me MODE SAV,’ | 
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Q Is there any railvay corporation that does not do that ? 
A The Canadian Northern would like to do the sane thing if it 
could, but it could not do it last spring, 
: a : : 1 ere | 
A The ganadien Northarn has ae got the Bayar’, not since its 
existance. I do quite a lot of shipments on their lines. 
Q When you bring your cattle into market how do you find the 
hacnli Sone 2 | airy Shae | 
A. The C.F Re stock yards are in good condition considering the 
way they are run. They run things to suit themselves. 
Q When you are the man to be studied t 
A. What I mean is that there is no law to com pel them though 
they da the best they can. | 
Q. You have 3 your cattle weig ehed at once ? 
A. It has been established rule among ‘the larger buyers to buy 
from off the car, which means a big asset by itself. It isa 
big congession to the large buyer’. | | 
Q. In wha t wey, would that be a congossion ? 
A. The ca, bile would he pre tty well shrunk and would kill a 
bigser percenta age of beef, 
Q, Are you satisfied with that pace gee ? 
A rately. I have not been doing much. The” more you stay with - 
i the worse you gee got out of it. | 
Q. That remedy would you su; rest 2 
A. I do not know of any law vhe re it is done. In 99 per cent 
of the markets feoding and water ing are ‘done. ‘I have shipped 
in, Toronto, Vontreai, South St. Paul, “Sioux City, Chicago they 
allow sou to feed cattle. Thoy have a pre judice against you 
feoding cattle in Wimipog. The comission men in the States 
i have. the herd fed cattle Nava. the mosé ‘shipments. Armour''s 
| ani gvift's mon never oo anything about feoding. 
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Q You would be in favour of having cattle fed here ? 
A Yes, and the farmer would get more money --- certainly he 
would. | not 

Q You would be satisfied as a dealer ? 

A It would be the fairest way, Willdam W. Brauer dodged the 
question that Mir. Fageart put to him in that resard, 

Q Tell us how much competition you find among the buyers here? 
Doeyou find any understanding among the buyers or large dealers 
here to hold you dom ? 

A I don't mow. There ‘is no direct but only circumstantial 
evidence. A year and half ago I was expecting a car load of 
hogs. From a Jewish standpoint I should not be dealing in 
hogs, I received a letter from a partner of mine that he was 
shipping in a car load of hogs. I saw someof the men who were 
buying hogs. I asked them the price they said 7 1/2 cents. 
They all had the same price. When the hogs arrived 2 or 3 days 
afterwards the price had dropped to 7 cents, I then found out 
that they had all dropped at the same time. 

What inference would you draw from that ? 

% seemed to be understood 

You could not getia higher offer ? 
It was a uniform price ; they were all paying the same price 
To whom did you dispose of them ? 

They were sold to the Gallagher, Holman, Lafrance company 
You took 7 cents ? A Yes 

Can you give us any other circunstantial evidence ? 

As far as cattle is concerned they vary so much in size, 
ete. Different men look at cattle in different ways. 

Q ‘There is more of a uniformity in hogs ? 


A Bt seems, like, it. Another reason is that cattle vary in 
quality. voit # 7 
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Q If one dealer would issue a statement putting the aa of 
hogs at 7 conts the other would copy it? 


A a think thoy would. The smaller man would not trespass on 


Q You find. that were is a fine brand of courtesy among the 
big buyers ? re eet ae a 

Q Gan you tell us any experiences that you have had in the 
stock yards in regard to price, or in regard to facilities 

for caring for them? = | oP | 

A As far as hand] ing cattle in the stock vards goes T always 
found it satisfactory, that is, talking about small cattle. 
Whenever T saw room I got. the vacant space, there was no discrt 
mination. rae, ? | 
Q Do you find this : when @ lar; 98 anoung of cattle were com 
ing into the market one would hold 1 back for the other ? 

A It is natural tho y would whon the im: uke & gets alutted. 

Buyer's are, incl ined to buy 4y on a down market expecting i o op 
lower. | | | 

Q As the result of your experience is there an | understanding o 
to hold pr rites down or to ve; culate them ? | 

A I would not gay, My opinion ‘is that thay just follow a 
leader. It would then not be necessary to have an understaz ae 
They vould always look up Ca I daha oer : 
Row long have you been in thts Han nee here r. 
Tt must bo sinee April 1888 ve 
You had a partner in the business’ 2 


3 ony just lately, tho last couple of years. 


ba, 


nin Sa it 


Be fe CO = ee. 


| “He buys. ‘in Tanhin, Githart Plains, ‘Grand View, ete. 

wit ay CREE, 
| Q ‘Dia you ever te.ve te experience ‘of shipping to Hontroa] | 
: Teh He ys Pye Hi eh ee i. GAR ‘Vet 
or Toronto 7 | : | aval ‘Yes. 
5 a Os, Pegi A | pa 






olany 








fe 










£6 nae eid aniting toemetats o cussed biow no tnabeoay al oo oe 
Es Eee scat edt cto NGS aphid © B®: 


WO Besse: dort Sicor. oe ~oiiese sf? bivew yort Anta OA a 
sont reget oft 

Bie Betine vant So aeril: SSR, Brae otet ath echt oY 1 aq 
Bee ee ss oe ae!  onetin Bhd = 


mite heck cma ieee Sat a8 scat eid wer ay ed tho 8) F 19 | | Le 

mabiaitod at bowen: fl te Qaokte Wir obs huey ool ae 

| % nod! tot ard4tas tor 

Symi Iona ehyay veots eft nt otidas nit Thee ee tt eh A 

idee Clank tuods achbhsd [ak Pat ee cate hice Gk: bade 

MARIS nie ga otett! ,codie dnaoss aft ten Danet wre Tr revyorodW 

| cna tdsithen 

wRng. over 5 bie soe Ta Ronde eared Cae PGT abe Sot t “woe ot "9 

© xen ot ich seed biol blew Gnd Reha eae a 
ptuLs tay, 0h ue? em aoe Siar ogety er af a7 

Meds pitoae Calum evan A 9h stl on bent aon an 

cone OS pwawed 

Merc hess eaten. be. oi IF at gonad tongs. thie Re Phaser ait aa 

3 S med oLadupjotoqd te och sabtny 16d b 

es Wollot gat ved) tu eb cotaten wt ee | 

eS: od att 2 | 





, ad é 
ds efi aS 
2 alia 


eae 


; Vontreal. 


615 


Q In shipping into Wixjinipeg from the West or Alberta or 
Saskatcohwan could you tell us anything about the conditions 
of shipping ; ; as to the difference between local and through 
rates ? | 

A Things have been changed during the last three years. 

From personal knowledge small men get the same advantages as 
the large men 3 there are no rebates. 

Q Supposing I ship a train load of cattle from Alberta to you 


and youfbuy these cattle and deduct the amoumt of freight 


between Lethbridge and Wirmipeg ; you ship to Montreal ; would 
you get the through rate from Lethbridge to Wimipeg ? 

A Yes, they could be billed to either Toronto or Montreal 

Q You wouldget a reduction 2 

A rh would not be a reduction ; 3 it would appby on their rate 
Q I ship a car load of cattle from Le thbridge and sell them 

to you and make a transfer of the bill. You will pay the freih 
to the Q, P, R _company and tear ge me with the local rate from 


| ‘Lot! hbridge here. You are shipping those cattle to Montreal. 


Would you get a through rate from Lethbridge to Montreal ? 
A Yes I ship from the west billed on Winnipeg and then I come 
to the: conclusion I will take them to Montreal and I went to 


the agent and Sesane ACHE changes the destination and changes the 
rate 


. Q That is you got the tough rate to Montreal for $26 less ? 


A yes, ‘if you make a new shipment you wouldhaye to pay the full 
rate fror ‘Winnipeg to Montreal ? 


“ tis possi ble to do that 2 


A r would not ay for certain. I Jenow ‘that I could do it on 
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my ow ‘shipment, e buy cattle from @ man and he makes shipgent 


o me. I get the bill made to Montreal at the through rate to 
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Q@ Is there anything to prevent you from charging m the 
local rate between here and L&thbridge ?. 
A Well, if you will let me do it 
Q Do you know of any big shippers getting any rebate or any 
consideration whatever for exporting cattle ? 
AI am not posted on that now. Six or seyen years ago the 
railroads used to give refunds. 
Q What was the principle they worked it on ? 
A In the first place there were two loads, single car load 
and train lead. The snail man ‘had a very poor ‘chance to get on 
a stock train because the big shipper had the. train, leaded, up 
to capacity... 
Q They tell us now that the car is a freight unit ? That is 
you pay $20 for a single car and 20 times $20 for 20 cars ? 
A’ That is so now but it was not so six or seyen years ago. 
Q You are aware that there is cmsiderable discontent among 
the producers and among some dealers like yourself, can you 
suggest any remedy that. will relieve conditions, and one that 
would put the meat industry om a proper footing ? 
A In the first place, around Wimipeg the biggest town in 
Manitoba, they have a poor class, it takes a long time for 
their cattle to mature. One is poor at 5 years and mother is 
good at 2 years. 1 think the goverment should have Ainspec~ 
ters, the same as weed inspectors, to weed out all these infer- 
ior types, though they are not oxetly types like the Polled 
Angus and the Shar thorn. | Regge 
gy Then: this shrinkage of vihich so ih ty. complained. 
The way the railway. companies are handling cattle you have to 
put on 10 per cent shrinkage. By the time you haye trimaed it 
you will only get about 600 pounds. . Make it so that the 
shipper will not lose this heavy shrinkage. hy 
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Say you ship cattle from Maple Greek, it is supposed 
to be a 36 hour run, if everything goes right, and even then 
they shrink 7 to 8 per cent. Or Lethbiidge, I have shipped | 
cows from there which shrank fully 10 per cent. But if the 
governnents compadaled the railways to havce fecding stations 
where stock could be cared for and looked after the cattle coull 
come in better. , | 

if they were your cattle coming from Lethbridge to 
Winnipeg you would not recognize them. The animal look it. 

Take it in the States where all the divisional points have 
fecding points the cattleclook amost as good as when first ship 
ped. 

I asked some of the members about this ani they said 
that the 0 .P, R had a Deminion charter and we could not alter 
it. _ The provincial governments should the power to pass a 
law that cattle in transit should not be detained less than 
a certain time. And the penalty should be $100 or $200 for the 
shipper not canplying with the state law and the railway should 
be fined itcs equivalent for not unloading these cattle.at 


least every 28 hours, which is the longest limit they have in 


the United States. | 
Then again, the railways should provide good dry 

sheds at every divisional point. Now you can take the cattle 
out of the car with the steam onthem and put then out in 

the cold yards, and there should also be plenty of hay at a 
reasonable price. | 

| ‘Then tchere is another thing. The stock yards should 
not be rented or leased to any priv:ate corporation, because 
men in these such stock yards give favors to larger men. some~ 
time) s tpey will refuse to turn on the water for the smi man, 
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The railroads should run train, say twice in the 
week on certain days, Im ean livestock trains, and at not 
less than twenty miles aa hour. | 

If we had a central market not controlled by any in- 
dividuals these cattle could come in here. A man could bring 
in mixed loads or a load. The commission man would find 
buyers for this class. of ¢2 ttle, He will one or a hundred 
| accord ing to the quality or kind required by the buyers. 

The man that’ is purchasing = is not bound to buy what he thins 
is inferior 

Now,as to transportation, Suppose I goto Medicine 
Fat. Ihave to buy a ticket for say $18.20 When I get there I 
load my’cattle and got transportation with my cattle cto Winni- 


‘ 


peg, But-if I do not want toe’ gowith the»cattle I lose the 


$18 or $26 I paid. The way they have in the south you purchase | 


your ticket and you go back in charge of your stock and a re- 
fund is. made to you. They do no’ sive passes ‘like they used to 
here. The men from the east has not the same clance as the man 


from the west. 


Q If the Ontario man comes he pays his transportation to 
Alborta ? Oi CAIRNS A Yes 


Q And the Atbort @& man dae his ‘transportation both 

wWiye Mm Todd WLS de onghidtes 

A. Yes. Inthe Unites States they have statutes compel 
ling the railway companies to give the cattlemen transpor ta 
tion both ways, or. slse a. re~fund. iat 

2 AY 5 Ee they make’ a mm's means of Phasing business high, 
it will came out ofthe producer in anyvevent. Tt will cane 
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out of the mam who is: raising the stock, no matter, whether he 


is a farmer, or a rancher, or a bredder or anynody else. 


Then there is another thing that the shipper has 
to contend with. Suppesing he comes into the railway steck 
yards without money . The railway conipany will not unload his 


cattle until he pays ‘the fr eight. 


At the. same time they have thy stock vards and they 
have char 98 of his cattle. But why should ‘the cattle be made 
to suffer ? Then the agent says i "You will pay the freight 
or they will wait ‘there until tomorrow". And these poor 
animals»have to suffer. and shrink. Bither from a humanite- 
‘rien stam point or from 2 financial stand point it is bad both 


ways. 


When the hand lie facilities are improved and 
there is an open market thing will change considerably. I 
‘mie ent sey that I a ve ase shipped through cam ission | 


men. 


,Mrac Middleton. ' 
»Q. Whotpays the» feed bill: when you take say @ hundred ‘spaces — 
for say, forty shillings ? 
in Av The: feed bill is oncluded in the transportation. . 
' Q. One witness: said he’ had. surplus fodder ere” to the ore= 
» dit.of his» cattle at Liverpool ? 
A Not. in my:case. Tne cattle were fed and watered by the 
/ Cgmpamy sup: to‘ last spring at the stock yards they let avery~ 
Bene are a ‘hay. Then oe gat that out. 
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The following letter addressed to the Press of 
wihnipes was received today from Mr, Glen Campbell, M.P.P. 
for Gilbert Plains, It was addressed to the chairman ahd 
read by him at the afternoon sittings; 


Winnipeg, Man August 20 1907 — 


mo the wdétor of the --- 

Sir-- 7 have no desire to rush into print, but ong 
reading the evidence aiduced before the commission of ehquiry 
into the beef trade of this country, | fini that several of the 
witnesses have taken the liberty of alluding to me by name, 

I have no other regourse to protect the stand I take but 
this way, so I hope you will pardon this intrusion, My remarks 
ag made on the floor of the House are called by one witness 

- as rediculous, and I will agree with him that perhaps they were 
worthy of that epithet in so far as they were nek far too fair 
to the beef handlers To put my case broadly- the bald fact. 

I stated remains, the farmer gets for his butcher grass cattle 
from two to three cents per pound live weight, and the consumer 
has to pay eight to twenty cents for the same meat, when it 
is retailed to him- and profit from the hide , tallow , ones 
aad hornes go into the pocket of the killer, Despite all 
the figures quoted by the various witnesses to’ show their 
small*profits, the fact is in evidence, and every one knows 

; it is true, that tremendous fortunes have been built up. 


in the last few years in this western country entirely out 











of profits derived from the handling cattle, from the time 
they leave the producers hands till they go to the consumer, 
and meantime the bank account of the producer has been Re PetApe 
i i | eably standing atill, 
Iw further prose of what I atates- There is not one 
: ; province, who will not, Bre, a 
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to three cents is a fair average quotation of the price he 

obtains for grass cattlo, rurthe there is not a consumer in tls 
city of Winnipeg , who will not say that T am Paar in my quo- 

tationsof what the ey have to pay for their beef Then where 


does the difference betweenk those priced co 9 +t mst be. 


——— 


into the hands and pockets of the middle men The farmer gets | 
Twenty-five dollars for his thousand pounds steer to pay him a 
for his outlay in breeding him, interest on his money, risk 
of mortality, feed stabling and work for two and a half or © 
three years, and the middlemen get thirty-five to forty dollars 
anong they for handling the same animal for a few days, this ? 
is the graft I object to . + have not spoken of stall fed cattle 
for thouch the price for that kind of stuff is much bettor, hits 
is a question whether the farmer is really making much per 
head if he counts the market value of the grain and hay he feo 
foods and a fair wace for work’ yn his evidence, Mr, Gordon 
quotes; the average price he paid per pound for cattle over 
arange of months and years, That evidence, while plausible, 
is misleading entirely, for the reason that he bulks all the | 
different srades and strikes an average. vow there is always - 


’ : x 2 vl | 
; a cent per pound difference in this market between export it 


d 
1.® 
hy 

4 


a 
ia 


cattle and butchers, and if one quarter the cattle he bought 
and this proportion might have been larger , were exporters, his — 


estimate of $2,26 for October,1905, is away above the actual 4 


a er ee see 


—s gost’ of the cattle, which were used locally here ,and which he 





oo quotes a6 having sold at five and a half cents, About $2 por 3 
| hundred pounds would be the cost off them, and using his own , 
| Lowest quotation for thousand pounds steer which cost $20, he a 
| would obtain $26 for the beef, and have tho hide and offal as et 
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mee a the neighborhood ef ton dollars pred 
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as far as they go, are entirely misleading as far they bear 


bear on the local prices, for locally consumed beef Despite 


all the quotations of figures I have seen, and Mr. lauzon's 


seems the most reasonable of all that have appecared I maintain 
that if this commission appoints an expert auditor, who has a 
fairly good idea of the cattle business, and who is honest, and 
empower him to go through all books, and documents pertaining to 
the beef trade of the two large abbattoirs in Wimnipeg, and of 
six retailers who deal with them for six months beginning with 
July,1905, his finding will be that wy statements are probty 
near the facts of the case, I know one such man and would be ! 
clad to recommend him to the attention of the commissioners ) 


and the goverment if desired, 


Yours Sincerely, 


Glen Campbell, 


The following letter also received by the chairman 
today was likewise read to today's session; | 
sangford 1éth Auget 1907 : 
Chairman Peef Commission + 
| Dear Sir, In reading 
Mr, Gordons evidence before commission I umst say I eduire ~ 
hsi plausibility and manner of getting around things ,but, 
of his statements in general be no nearer facts than the 
reference he made to me, they would require to be taken with | 4 
a grain of salt, Now he asks that I brought in to prove ay j 
statement re shrinkage in yards, J will be very happy to ‘a 


ey Se 
oblige him and bring indisputable evidence that after 24 One 3 


without, food out TARY they were held not 6 hours, bat Ke if 
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to try to get a better price, I never sold or tried to sell 


an animal at the abattoir in my life;I am too well aware of how 


farmers takin= in cattlebefore selling are dealt with,ever to 


allow myself, to be caught in that trap, gn this particular, 

case I spoke of before commissioner, many a man has got 

jail with hard lebor for less cruslyty to animals than was 
} 


shown in that cass; only one o many theres no doubt. 


John W. Parker, 


WILTTAM B LANTGAN, having been duly sworn, deposed 
as follows : : 
TO MR HAGGART 


Q What is your official positiog on the 0.P.R? 
A General freight agent of the central and western divisions 


Q And you have cenral charge over all freight over those 


dtvisions ? : A Yes 

Q Including the transpertation of livestock ? A Yes 

9 For how lone : 

A Since 1901. 

Q And sou Imow the principal cattle shippers in this north- 


western country and have had personal dealings with them all ? 
A Yes | | 

rz And the firm that ships the Br envoy portion is that of 

| Cordon, Tronside & Fares ? 

A Yes, they axe the largest livestock dealers 


ee Ea ‘Do these men, davaen, Tronside & Lie The Gallacher. > 


: 
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company in the transportation of freight receive any rebates, 
reductions, or adventages that simaller shippers, ranchers or 
farmers have. not. ? 
A. None whatever sik cn ae | 
Q. ts there no way by which some rebate or concession or ad-= 
vantage might be given them without your knowing within your. 
knowledges .? 
A», None .whatever without my mameledas 
Q Do they.receive any adventages as to the @: speditious 
transportationof through freight over smaller men ? 
A .Yes,.in this way, they. ship in train loads as against the 
smaller shippers. shipping frequently im one or two or three car 
loads that would not make up a special tre in. 
Q..They would not make up a special train _ | 
A No, they would! sve to wait for a train to be made up 
and.it would be subject to greater delays. At terminal 
point t8n~~say erat Calgary or. Moose. Jaw a stock train mace up 
there would go go through with very little stoppage. Krobabay 
unload at Moose Jas a feed and reship. That , of course, ig 

@,natural advantage such 28 2, train. load would have. Yory fre- 
guatly the small shipper or other small shippers have the ; 
same advantage. For instance, ab Calgar J all shippers cars 
will. be, gathered bog ether and brought into Winnipeg in exactly 
the sane, condition, as if it were one man shipping. 
Q Aaong the ranchers in Alberta there has been a feeling 
‘that the large. institutions veecived ha some advantages 
which | were not open. to the. rancher's and which are calculated 
to doter- ‘them from shipping ; has that been before you ? : 
Ap Moy, no, direct. complaint, nas ‘boon made to an official. 
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A I am aware of the fact from ae the newspapers that 
thers has been agitation ~ | 
Q. And a rancher or several ranchers attempted to do their owm 
exporting, when they found it unfortunate in results ; and 
to what would you attribute their misfortune ? 
A. Pirms like W.W.Braver, Pat Burns, liullins, Coughlin, know 
just exactly how to go about securing space and feed arrangemert 
The other men who décides that he will send his stock to the. 
old country is handicapped by -a want of Imowledge. Gerdon, 
Ironside & Fares have their buyers through the country, they 
have their feeding stations, they have one in Montreal, and 
they have another man in England They have had a gt great deal 
of experience in the shipping line and they can take a train. 
load of stock and hendlé it better than he whe has no expert 
: know ledge of thé business 
Q But they would have no other tise , 
A None, as far as transportation is: concerned. 
Q In your position you have heard some conplaints from W.W. 
Brauer made last fall, do you remember what those complaints 
were that were brought before you 2 ' 
A In a general way, but: Brauer made no specific complamht as 
to days or dates. They were directed against Ite Evans, 
generally against Evans and Gordon, Ironside & Fares. It was 
a question of one man saying so and’so and another man denying 
Q: Wour object was to get a Square deal 2 
A My object in holding a mec ting was to see that every mm 
got the same treatment, that all our patrons were on the some — 
footing, «nd if he were not, to bring it to our attention. 
One: man's’ dollar in nee is just as big as. another 

miane? gs. a A a a ge ees 
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Q My Brauer gave evidence on this today. He seems to have 
had a real grievance at that time. [+t seemed to me that Gordon 
Ironside & Fares dommated the yards and that he did not get 
the same accomodation. Mis cattle were not loaded or unloaded 
as promptly. His cars were being loaded by Gordon's cattle,a 
lot of amoyance all that tim. I suppose these would be 
matters that you would rectify ? | } 
AI am very very little at the stack yards. The super intaite 
dent of terminals, McLellan, and the agent are responsible for 
the working of the stock yards. 
Q And Gordon with his familiarity with the workings would 
have some adyantage that Brauer would not have ? 
A As far as my investigations show no preference was extended. 
to Gordon, Ironside & Fares that was not extended to Brauer. 
Or that he suffered any general disadvantages more than any 
disadvantages accruing to a new firm ; that is, that shipments 
then increased to an unprecedented extent. There was more or 
less of a disturbance of local conditions. we tried to handle 
too much. Naturally, some person was incomnoded. But he 
would blame’ someone. I presumed Gordon would complain too. 
Both look to me like gentlemen who could Los ok after their 
rights. : 2 
Q Fave you got your freight schedules and charges j I think 
Mr. Peters’ was to give them to us 2 
A T have brought down yardage and we ighing fees at our yards, 
Also tariffs of livestock,” central, western and Pacific 
divisios, | 
Q There has been one beta that has been more less debated 
and the chairman has been following it ‘up where a shipper by 
reason of his. familiarity with the tariffs may get an advantage 


I do not ~ tat sats is anything ° wrong, but by reasm of 
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62'7 
his suverior Imowledge. There is the rate from Le thbridge’ to 
Wimipeg and there is the rate from Wimipeg to Montreal. 
The sim of these two rates is greater than the tihough rate. 
There is the right to unload and sort and re-load at Wimmipes, 
The sum of these two rates from Lethbridge to Wirmipeg and from 
Wimipeg to Montreal is about $26 more than the through rate. 
Now, wholesalers like Brauer or Gordon could bring two train 
loads of cattle mixed, sort them out, there is ono train load 
of exporters and the other half are butcher cattle, not good 
for export. They tales the half of tho se export cars on that 
train and pay a thiough rate for them. But they charge their 
customers, who have contracted to deliver in Winnipeg the 
local rate to Wirmipeg ; that wouldgive the exporter the ad~ 
yentage as to rates ? 
A I camot see how it could. It isa whe as to the tems 
of delivery. | 
Chairman : 
Q Terms are -- delivered in Wim ipeg 2 
A Gur tariffs are filed with the railway commission, and are 
posted up subject to tke inspection by the public, so that if 
a man does not know the o@nditions under which he can ship 
stock at 18 fair to pre sume it is. ‘own fault ; he ought to know. 
A Men can ship from Calgary to Wim ipeg with the privilege of 
feeding and watering. Say there is a train of 18 cars from 
Calgary to Wimipeg, the rate of 96 cents per owt. The local 
. rate from Calgary to Timm ipog ‘is 45 cents per owt.. Out of 
thet 18 cars he finds that 9 are not fit for export. Ho tekes 9 
cars off. “Our agent Amediately ‘collects from him at the rate. 
of 45 conts per owt. on 9 cars he takos off here. Conse: vent 
| iW Balen or ‘Brauer or any other man would pay us the local rata 
ai on butehor cattle, 
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$0 that in settling with that mn he settles with 
him on the basis of the local rate. ,Qn the through cattle, 
however, it depends a great deal on what is his bargain. | 

If the cattle were sold delivered in Wimipeg Gordon 

is quite aware. that they are exporters and he knows that they 
are being already billed. te Montreal that he is entitled to 
that propor tion. — ir | 
| ir. Moret: t= 
Q. Therevis not the least ‘hint against the company, ‘but when Es 
one man having vo much better Inowledge , one wan who lmows the 
whole subject matter, makes the best best of a bargain like 
that, end the rancher knowing that a part of the stack was left 
off and that another part went on, or it all went on (say it 
wes all exported) them he the ranchkeror local dealer finds 
that he 1s charged the local rate, he mows eventually that 
Gordon or Brauer gets the through rate. Mind it is consigned 
here. As amatter of fact they naturally get that advantage ? 
A .Yes certainly. The man himself ‘in shipping the car through 
would get tht... If the mam was ignorant of the conditions he 
would be in the same position, as any man, who was, while ig 
norant, trying: to make a deal with aman who mew his business, 
with amen who was posted. 
Q. The commissioners think that there may be some explanations 
of sane of the charges that the big exporters get atvanbieny 
that the ranchers are not enjoying ?.. 
A. My experience is that the rancher is just as well informed 
on the subject as Gordon. I have never met any person not 
informed on it. Most men when shipping stock make enquiries. 
They know tht export stock can go through at the through rate. 
Qa: y is simply a matter of contract and there is no remdgy ? 
It sometimes, however, appears to the shippers that they have . 
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not been equitably dealt with. The stock yards are altogether 
under the control of the C.P.R ? 
A Yes, Although we accommodate stock in the ¢.P.R. yards 


which originate on the Canadian Northern. we do not confine 


our yards to C.P.R. stock entirely , 

Q That is, what are shipped on your lines ? 

A The local market is in our yards If aman wants cattle to 
be delivered to the packers here he consequently has them 
delivered in our yards. Sine tind s « a portion of that stock is 


for export. 


Q Do you supply feed at your different stock yards along the 
line, such as Moose Jaw ** 


7. Not at Moose Jaw, there the feoding contract is in charge 


of a local party. It is controlled in the way of his putting 
on fyle his feeding charges with us. 


 Q <Any complaints against him ? 


A No, I have had no direct complaints against him. I have a 
report of one complaint against him by our om general live~ 
stock agent. Q What are your livestock agent's duties e 

A To solicit freight to look after the shipper 

Q When these other railways, the Grand Trunk Pacific, Great 
Northern, Canadian Northern and Midland are all established in 
Winnipeg I sup pose it will naturally result, in BAY RS union 
‘stock yards ? WEATE . SOi ae 

A It will be a necessity.” 

Q. The companies es wuld desire it as well as the 
derade Portion wis % i Gs AOE ES os » 2A at A “Yes 


-/ Q Your interests are to see “await” your ‘company siwes the most 

. satisfaction’ to your patrons, but you do not in your capacity 
-- in dealing with livestock, know anything that would be of ad- 
vantage for the camissioners to lmow ? 

Ao No, Ido not think I could give any information to the oo 
Tate Sey not Meade: ‘in their possesion that would be of amy 
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advantage to them. . Sat 
Q And you do not hesitate to ro-affira that x no partnership, 
corporation or person has any advantage over any other so far 
as any reference to your lines is concemmed ? 
A Positively no advantage whatever. Our tariffs are filed wit 
the railway commission, They are subj ect to examine tion by the 
public at every station on our line. tt is posted up at every 
station. | ca 
Q To your knowledge no case of the executive of the Canadian 
pacific Railway company has any interest in the business 
carried on by Gordon, Ironside & Fares or any other abattoir? 
A To the best of my knowledge there is not anything in it. If 
there were I would know - sane thing of it. 
ir. Middleton : 
Q We shall hear ‘from Mr. Poters ? 
A, Yes, There is one thing that I omitted to speak of. to Mr. 
Hagzart. We have ‘sometimes received orders from shippers end 
when wethave supplied the cars the cattle were not. there, In 
several instances tit have cane before me we have supplied, 
trains, cars, engines, crews and stook has not been loaded. ‘We 
have had to bring. them back and take them out agmin and then 
find that the man has ‘sold ‘them elsewhere. It is very unfor'tu- 
nate because other shippers wanted the cars, irrespective of 
our loss. 
Q In connection with the stock yards here it would be Mr. 
Evans who would gives any explanations ?. | 
A yes, the stock yards here are directly under Mr. Evans’ 
Chairman fei. 
Q. In taking evidence in Alberta we have the evidence of one 
ina he paid | the local freight from Cardston to Wimmipeg. Gor- 
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don applied to the (.P.R. and got a reduction in freight. 

This was interpreted that Gordon got a rebate. We have sever- 
al depositions that if a man shipped to Gordon he would get a 
less rate than if he shipped them to certain other dealers. 
Now, I always assume that those giving evidence are telling 
the truth from their standpoint. From your experience, what 
was that reduction that that man gak from Cardston said ‘that 
Gordon got ? Did Gordon simply get the through rate and could 
that man have gob it himself ? | 
A Yes. Very often a man comes in and through his own mistake 
has done the same thing. te naturally speaks to Gordon and 

_ Gordon says "Hand it to me.” dud he will simply call up end 
explain and asked to have it rectified. 

1 Q > Gordon was exporting cattle. He could send word up there tha 
if he would send the cattle to him he would get a cheaper rate 
than he would, by simply dividing up’ the rate to Montreal ; 
that wuld be possible ? 

A It would, if the cattle were fit for export. He is enti- 
‘tled to the through rate from Strathmore say to Montreal. The 

sum.of the two lecal rates is larger That obtains of all 

‘Yates. He isnot the only exporter here. There is H.A.Mul- 
lins, Willian W. Brauer, Daniel Coughlin and different others 
who, buy., There are also a,number of ranchers who export 
heavily Phempa Lye Hie 


Q. Is there eny other suggestion that you could throw out 
‘that would be of value to us in making our report, is , 


‘ ei sl. could old say that eae: are any more sugcestion that 
al., could, make, 
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= EDWARD BYANS, having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows : | | 
— POMR, HAGGART : --— 


Q Mr. E Vans what is your position ge the Canadian pacific 

railway is 

A Steck yard ag; 

Q. ‘What are your duties r 

A That of an ordinary freight agent so far as livestock are 
concerned. I al so manage the stock yards under the superin- 
tendence of the super intendent of terminals. 
Q It is under your control and dircetion that cars are un- 

loaded and are loaded from there ? A ves 
Q reve you any printed rules or instructions to guide your 


‘ 


actions in ruming these yards ° 

A Nothing heyond the yard tariff. 

Q That is, the charges for keeping cattle there ? 

Ai. Yes, yardage tariffs. : | | 

Q And this paper Mo. mois is the yardage tariff ? 

A Yos es 

Q And you have the rich! to apportiog th @ portion to be given 
to customers from ve to time ? i | 


4A Yos 

Q Supposing as or more vant tho seme ‘compartment, you dis- 
pose of tint yourself ? A Yes 
Q. ree the abattoir 1 men any advantage over the other men in 
the use ae those, yards nC saan 

A None i 
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Q rea da ha ‘ine sar” tak the ‘Same rights as the man with a 
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A Exactly. 


Q And as to loading and unloading when a delay takes place how 


do you govern yourself there ? 
A. I do not wderstand. i aed 
Q Sometimes you cammot. do all the business for every customer 

the way he wants it dme ? . 7 
A We endeavour to give them assistance with stock when it is 
coming in end to give them assistance with stock when it is 
going out 
“You know Mr. Brauer and Mr Gordon ? A. Yes 

There has been troouble there ? 

There appeared to be | 
Were you mixed up in it ?. 

I was charged with being mixed up in it 
What advantages did Gordon have over Brauer 2 

He had no advantage whatever : 

He suffered some disadvantages ? 

The complaints that Brauer made were investigated at the 
time by the superintendent of terminals and I sulmitted my 
explanation to him and he decided that I had acted with good 
judgnent. Brauer's complaint was that he was turned down in 


having cars supplied to him. rt was not true. He had some of 
them. | 


> OO - © © » 2.0 


—Q Do you not. think that he was reasonable ? 


A He was a little hasty 


Q He was under the impression that Gordon was being attended 


to first. ? 
A That was his impression. 


Q. In that impression was he arhese ah 2 
‘A ves, Iam sure of it. ° | th 
1a The yards were somewhat base haa at the time ? 





Sai stele estes yalen # scotty grchsalear hee gurtheol a as “bak & a 
ee eee SLeaetmeoy ¢ re soy ob a yd 


Jinptevobew: Son 9b T Sim ee 

MaaKtecs — 20t eweniond ait ifn ob Samey NOT seni on oxo ae 
¢ amb tt edosw ed yaw edt 0) 

gk Gh sey toots Win. scandaszes aed eke ot wovsebr. “ee A ; a 


a 


ek di wade upote rie Sobtaieks roel ouke ot bie af gniane os , 
at & t xebton) set Ase oss ail vwasak ne D $i 
¥ erate aldo neo net oxodt o ; | 

ed a8 bormaqgs 8 ered? A 

ee ak ae bextn wou @ exell 9 
df ni qi Dexia stated dhe hep tatig sow T h 
? “eet ceva by. a3 nokreet 5th asetuevhs tet 9 


+ 


os € 
“ae 


<cveduae egatnavha on bad en 
* acqotnaghaedt omes berets at 9 


Roe 






ra wo i 
a6 eae Reet erat Soe we eT ae 


: J 

‘ sa ; 

; thE ; of A el 
Si is id le 


634 


A The best axplanstion of the conditions is this. The yards 
were full at the time. There were three or four trains to 
load. Both ‘Brauer and Gordon had ordered cars. Both had 
stated that theyfsould not load off the track in order to make 
room for an inward bound, train. I ascertained thet Brauer's 
cattle were at one end of the yard and Gordon, Ironside & Pareg 
were at the ‘other in an other section, so that it was possible 
for both parties to load at the same time, Consequently five 
cars were placed for Mr Brauer and seven cars were placed for 
Gordon, Tromatde & Fares. Mr Brauer did not wait for the 

final results, As soon as he saw Gordon's cattle coming down 
he refused to load, He ordered his cattle to the pens. He went 
immediately down a and dodged his complaint. 

Q His complaint Was that you had loaded Gor con & Ironside's 
cattle into his cars 2 

A {ft was not so. Bre auer! S car's were iieiel. They had all 
been loaded with the hay for the cattle early in the day, and & 
the cars that Gordon & Ironside had loaded with catha had no 
hay until they wore supposed to go away. 

Q And I suppose you are enjoined to show no favouritism ? : 

A I am, 

Q There is no trouble now bet ween Mr Gordon and Mtr Brauer ? 

A Not so far i as I know 7 

Q You do not intentionally give Gordon & Ironside any 
advantage 2 bi 


s I do not 


Q Natural ly a stranger seeing you more intima te with them 
would attribute that they ware getting favours ? 

ha Well, he was not Justified by my action, He may put that 
Light on, ‘it, a 


EGR ans 


ee bt ee Beant 
st mia ets 


ee 4 






“ festign i a 
.. “ee 

vier oc inkl a exnkhiinat att Tormbteieliee tpedied? UU e 

Ghacics jock to wets ont ated? ane eit da Lisb eww Bs a 


POS vatte both Sat anbtol. Sew seneng o8* basil A oa 
waa oF ebay at Apamy eS Tio Gand teat Bhs veya tee betas Hg ee 


Negi! Sa Domkat woos twit Sneed Tomowck a sa ate 
teu? aiisai Sebo: Sees btey. abt to Tike heme: on otew eltt6o i 7) ¢ 
ie onst be tat ge lmiitees atte te ot ecto. edt 38 etew 4 
| 
| 
: 


F2 


Bert Aidiewpsenc) ots edpe edi de Deol oF aeldiag fhtod: “40% 
iihensls dew eso uoves Det eel Wh owe nedolg: stew BBD. 
gid xn ther tus Bib ore at .scie! Sehigaord rab wd 
nee cite oftigo a nmiyoo wee ii Gas) he 08 RA: \athrast Laat 
frok Be. anoy act ot oittso ete. bevels ol: begs ot, peadter 8d ane. 
ctoisfgewaa eid Bogeal bee saab: qledabhounk 4 

PF wMswl A wUTse tient hie! wor ta eam dats lqaoe eit (055 2 

% aveo aid ofal aldi ag 

fin fac, vest .be'weety ete prey et sepa yan tonieaw dT a 

# Gat yebi adh nb yitee oltico eit wi yd ait. wt he bohsof noah 
pacha Abdou cite Setck Sai ebinont 2 naba-tadt greo add 


jim) .. 








top ae is mn nat @ 


*" KRM, ak ine hoe wigeoee 4 » Ts 
r eae’ en eh ae 








te ¢ 
Rt eRe 
¥ ax = 
peat 
at 


635 

Q You put on feed in the cars and you charge them 2 

A Yes , 

Q And you charge them on a margin of a dollar dawm a ton 
over cost price for handling ? 

AI always‘have feed there 

Q There is not much protection in these stock yards ? 

A The outside yards are proteceted with a covering. They are 
half covered in. 

Q They are fairly proteccted for cattle at all seasons of 
the year 2 | 

A Probably more so’ than the old yards are. 
Q ‘There is sa great deal’ of friction up there ? 

A I cannot say that I have heard of it 
Q The man withfone car has the same rights as the mm with a 
train and you charge him no, more ? 

A Charge no more. If anything he has a little more attention. 
He is single-handed and we have to give hin: more assistance. 
Because the large firms have men of their own. 

Q Mr Brauer and Mr Gordotave their om men there? 

A ves f 

Q The man who brings in one car is very often not there hin- 
self ? | 
A Well, he ought. to be there. rs 

Q There are complaints from the snall shippers in the country 
that the shippers are kept out in the inclement weather in 
the yards. Have you any control over that part of the hush 


ness ? fs ait co Be hire Vinee be aN ik 
A There is never sd delay in : wideuding cars when hated at 
the stode yards, two iniatungdg Ga Vet ate 


.Q How about five or sit ‘ee pees should that occur ? 
A lio. When a few cars of cattle arrive in the yards there is 
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an engine specially assigned for that work. Immediately a 
train arrives with that stock the engine brings it to the 
stock yards immediately 
Q rs it unloaded whether freight is paid or not ? 
A Cortainly | 3 
ay heard today to the contctrary ? 
A There is no justification for any such remark as that 
Mr Middleton : 
Q How lonafis it since this special engine was put on ? 
A Really within the last two , ‘or three months. we had that 
sam arrangement last fall, 
Q We have had several complaints on oath of having delays in 
the yards, if a car came in say at 10 or 11 o'clock at night ? 
A ilo. The same conditions obtain as at 10 or 11 o'clock in the 
i oat is weighed at night immediately it is umloaded 

Is me no complaint of cattle being mixed up in the yards 
: The only complaint I ever heard Was Brauer's -, It was not 
so, There was once a complaint where a shipper went into his 
yard and started to cut thera oust, and he found that he was 

mistaken and he told Brauer . He admitted his error. 

Q You do not lock the gates 2 3 
A Tt would be an inconvenience. They wat to show them to the 
various buyers. It would be an inconvenience to the small 
buyer or farmer. coming in when they want the Winnipeg buyer to 
look at their cattle. You could not keep & man on every gate. 
Q. Do you know of any instance where ‘stock was lost ever night? 
A Not from the yards ny 
Q We have ad ‘two instances to that effect ? 


A I haye known asteor to get away between, the cars during Am 
loading, | 
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Q In one instance a Mr. Walsh complained ? (Chairman reads 
Walsh's depositions) 
A TI have no recollection of that. If it did happen I should 
Me . Middleton ; 
Q We have another instance of one Charles Knight losing 
somes cattle . It was pretty near morning and he complained 
to William Whyte about it, He was told that in the future the 
yards would be looked after at night ? 
A That must have happened before my time. 
Q Are the yards looked after at night ? 
A Ye 8 so are the gates, but the pens gates are locked with 
the C, P. R, stendard lock and a good many people soem to get 
hold of these keys. We ean load al cars and can place 17 cars 
unloading. Mr. Rageart : | 
Q Can you load two sasts of cars at one time ? 
A Yes, if the cattle are in different sections. 
i I understood from Mr. Brauer that he could not get his gis 
tle , loaded at the time Mr. Gordon" s were loading ? 
A 110 could not get a whole train, He could have got the 
cars split for him. Gordon’ 8 cattle were in "A" section west 
‘of the office, and Brauer' section was east of that. There 
are two gates diagonally across. He could have loaded four 
cars without inter fering with the seven cars that Gordon was 
‘loading on the west side. 
Q Does Gordon have full control of the ee of the ae that 
he is in  eesgitg : 
“A No, he has part of ‘te yards ‘assigned to him tor the 
‘stuff that he. is taking in. 
“Q a cattle are ‘coning in in three or four car loads with one 


‘attontant not shipped to any “commission agent does Gordon take 
inten of thom ? 
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A Not wiless the mam in charge requests it. The C.P.R. staff 
assists. : 

‘Chairmat 3 

Q Is there anything to prevent Gordon from taking them and 
putting them in and paying him 2 

A 170 has. the same charice that Brauer would have, or Coughlin & 
or you. We do not allow them to pay yardag> when their is 
stock coming in, There are two scales, only one is on 
constant use. There is no way thoat they could be manipulated. 
Q Do you lmow whether Pat Burns of Galgary had any trouble 
over them ? 

A They have on some. occasions complained of the weights » but. 
they had exagzerated ideas of their om weights. Once I found a 
steorrs leg had broken in it. It was immediately fixed up. 

Q Did they not find a piece of wood on a certain part ? 

A There was on one occasion what Burns thought was it. The 
bottom of the door was low and when the scale was shaking it 
would rest on the outside of it. In order to remove all 
suspicion we had a piece of the door cut off immediately. 
Burns always had his checker checking the weights himself, 

Q How long have you been in the stock vores ? 

A Four years, — 

Mir «: -Faggart + 

Q Mr Braver in giving evidence mentioned that Mr Gordon had 
keys and he had none ? — 

A Brauer's foreman was offered keys precisely the same as any 
other foreman. te was usually granted ki a foreman. It is for 
the convenience of the shipper. na 

Q There was ‘no intétion: on your part to give ade man any ad- 


vantage that Brauer did not enjoy ? 
A None whatever 
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Q Mr Brauer complained that his cattle had: been moved from 
one part of the yard to another ? 
A ve had sfated that, but I have no recollection of his making 
@ complaint at the time the incident was supposed to have taken 
place. It was this year that 1 first heard about it, 
-Q You didnot hear of it at the time ? A No. 


At this stage of the proceedings the Commissioners 
adjourned to meot again the following morning at 106 o'clock 
in the forenoon, Wednesday, August the elst. ,1907, hen the 


enquiry was resumed. 


JAMES. PATTERSON, having been duly sworn, deposed as 
follows : 
TO MR. HAGGART .: -- 


Q What is your official position ? | 
A For the last seven years I have been employed by the Western 
tock Growers Association 2s brand inspector. 


Q What is this association, a company of ranchers ?_ 


A It is for any one who wants to’ join it. 

Q rt is.not a goverment ‘pettoshti Reis A No 
Q +t is an association of cattlemen out in Alborta and 
Saskatchewan on oe asp soe oises CE 


Q And you are the teendfnsyotar for that association ? 
A Yes wy } 

Q. What are your dvikis ? 

A I was sent to cheek up all these cattle, to look over the 
brands, and see if they were inspected right. 

Q By, that association 2 A Yes 
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Q You are familiar with every man's brand ? 
A Not every mm ; a few of them. 
Q You are familiar with the brands of those that belorig to 
the association 2 | 3 
A I know as much as lots of men woulld Imow 
Q -What do you mean by checking up ? 
A Look up and see if anything is there that does not corres- 
“pond with the inspector:s certificate that he gives with these 
cattle when the cattle are inspected in Alberta. You look over | 
the list of brands and see if they have been inspected right. 
Q There might be some cattle in the bunch tm+ mieht not be 
inspected right ? A Yes 
Q And in that event if you find sane cattle there not corres- 
ding to the inspector's certificate ? 
A lots of times they have been taken out and sold here.¥ | 
Q And what would be done with the money 2 
A The money was forwarded back,to the association. ‘The secre- 
tary there gives the money to the omer. If not found they give 
it to the goverment. 
Q That work has been taken over’ by the ‘Alberta government ? 
A Yes | 
Q And you are om official of that ‘gverment ? 
A The government gives a bonus to the association to pay me. 
I lave nothing to do with the government. They have no orders 
‘to give me. I act under the associationé—s instructions. 
Q Your official time * “spont pesaetpt ly around the stock 
yards 2 
‘A Most of the time, tos 
Q And every consigutont of stock from the western country is 
watched by you 2 
A yes, I look over ae as best I can. 
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Q Your duties cover the Inspection of cattle from beth Alberta 


- and Saskatchewan J 


1 


A No, just Liberta 

Q You have nothing to do with the gaskatichewan ranchers ? 

A That is not my work, there is a man there for that business 
Q And unless it comes incidentally before you you have 
nothing to d with it ? . A Yes 

Q How many do you inspect in a year ? | 

A 150,000, or 40 ,000 came oe last year, That is a rough 
guess. 

Q Did you find many je aig a that require checking up? 
A we got quite a few not inspected. I forget now. I kept 
track of them in the books, but I cay tell you. There ware 
quite a lot of ‘cattle that would have been a dead loss to the 
omer and a dead gain to the man that shipped them in. 

Q The owmers got back there money for such cattle as you can 
trace 2 ee 

Q You are pretty familiar with the grun of the stock yards here? 
A Yes 

Q As for shippers getting the same privileges and advantages, 
or does it appear to you that certain of the lar ger shippers tk 
like Gordon and praver have any ar yantagns over the smaller 
mon 2 ; 
Ao. never saw ny trouble there. z; was not ruming eround 
looking for people's troubles Gordon here has been put out 
lots of times, i the C. .P Re did not have the room. 


Q You think ‘that everybody got a 2 square ‘deal 2 

id Aw far as they had room 1% 

Q If short. of. room it was first come ritoaa served ? 

A As. far, as I know, 

Q You saw nothing irregular as to ae area toant of different 


sa one we ; A, No. 
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Q I suppose you are around there when the smaller dealers are 
selling cattle to the larger dealers ? 

A yes, I am around there all the time, pretty much. 

Q Some of these snaller dealers, I am speaking principally of 
Manitobans, say that they do not get a square show in the 
stock yards ? | 

A I would not know anything about that. I do not ask then what 
they get. I can say th one thing that some of them bring in 
cattle that I would not cate to eat. There are some pretty 
poor ones comes from Manitoba 

Q You do not mean to say that Menitoba send in worse cattle 
than Alberta ? | | 

A I do not think they are 

Q. They are not topped off or finished ? 

A I would not say so. I am not an export man. 

Q You say a lot of inferior cattle comes in from Manitoban 
points ? , 

A More so than from the western provinces, I think. 

Q iat do you call those animals that have a brand on that is 
different from ‘the brand on the paper +befare you ? 

A Some people might all them strays, I would when I do not 
know the owner. 

Q You do not, know how many strays you captured last year 2 

A No, not mless. I referred to the book. ‘The western Stock 
a8 sociation knows exactly how many there were, 

Q Would they put it in the hundreds ? ! 

A - guess that there might be 150 or 160 head. There was 
san thing wrong about ‘the tally. 

Q When you are ‘not vory sure as. to the brand you crap away 
the hair ? 3 

A tn ‘lots of cases we ath ” think ‘there were six or semen 
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steers we could not find who they belonged to last year. This 
money was sent to the 4Alberta government. 
Mr. Gordon : Mr. Patteron is een with brands other then 
in the Alberta rezister. , : 
A, I have had in the yards Montana, Alberta and Saskatchewan 
Mir. Hageart : | a 
Q Are those cattle there with the br: and s nat are not reg si s- 
tered there by bona fide mistake ? 
A I guess they are in some cases | 
Q Some of the cattle may be herded in the yards by reasm of 
the efforts of thieves or cattle lifters ? | 
A lots of these men know they are stray saphease: but they are 
going to get away with them if they can. 
Q The secretary of the comission who is from Alberta tells 
me that the spvermment sives the Alberta association a certain 
sum, and they supplement to make the salary to you, do you do 
any services outside of inspecting thiese rogistered brands 
belonging to the association ? 
A Yes, I always take everything that is not tallied right; 
don't matter whe it ae w | oan is oes back te the 
- association creel | a eeet 
Q In that event you ought to be paid by the corer anaes ? 
A I will not work for ths’ gevernnent. 
Mr. Gordon : Mr, Patterson’ often comes across American cattle 
that drift°in and these / oattle are tallicd and sont to the 


association sb renambor, Auk ow: 
Q You are feta with thie | ae branda | ? rote 4 
A Yes, fairly < PD; 5 leh Oe te Wyte WY 


Q. And you nie then out and dispose of them ? 
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AI send the money to the association to have the duty taken 
out of it, You cannot send it to the owner or yeu would be 
getting inte trouble | | | 

Q Then it is for the association to ascertain the real ower 
of that money ? e Hak oo 3 | A Yes 

Q You imow. that the commission has been sitting for some time? 
A Yes | 

Q It was appointed becuase it has been alleged that all cattle 
dealers do not got a fair show, a square deal ? A Yes 

Q Now.do you know of anything that is not right in the cattle 
business that ought.to be knowm -by the authorities ? 

A» No, Ido. not, «' 

Q Yesterday we had. ‘Vir. aii giving evidence here, There 
was some. trouble last fall in October or November with refer- 
ence to. the shipping of his cattle. ? 
A No, I. do. not know, unless. it was a couple of cars of cattle 
got mixed. Baleorski(s cattle they were. They asked me. to 
stand them back the way they were. There was no trouble about 
it. Everybody seemed to be satisfied. I never heard of it until 
« this momen b.. This happened. about November | 

-Q You thought that it was a matter that, would happen et any 
bine? Vn | ‘hy avert bedbr 4 | fa tm tronh) A Yes 

Q Thaite were several a thirs or beeves of Brauer’s that were 
put away. dowm in another yard without his knowledge or consent? 
AI do not know. I went a couple of times to divide up eat 
tle. Ido not remember this one. I. believe that Brauer and 

| Balscoraki had their cars mixed. A man named Craig of the 

: Saskatchewan oF Assinoboia association and. I.went in to divide 
. them up, I might have had to do, with the ath but. do not 
Temquher, it... 
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Q As an official of this association there is nothing that 
you can tell the commissioners that would be of advantage to 
your employers that you think they ought to report on ?. 

A let loose half a dozen or some of those inspectors it would 
do good. The men at vedicine Hat and Léthbridge are tallying at 
night. They carmot see. They are in the wrong place where they 
are at, and they do not know what they are nee They are. in 
the wrong place. 

Mr. Middleton 3 

Q It would dono harm if they had, some improvement in that 
direction. Mr. Patteron has had universal praise all over. 

We have had not a single instance’ of trouble against him. 

3 They have depended on him too much at local points... Do you, 
require an assistant ? 

A I do not think that there is work here now for one man 

Q There were several complaints from people that they would 
get mixed up here, and that if you had an assistant you could 
give them some advice and assistance in getting the cattle un- 
loaded; they get sort of lost when they com to the yards ? 

A Not much trouble to do that. I always give everybody a hand 
the ranchers and the people that are here, 4 try to make myself 
useful. I always help everybody who is in trouble or thinks 

he is. ‘ | | 

Mr. Hageart : by | 

Q Would you send to itr, Graig the secretary, of this comm, An 
sion a list of the cattle that you. arrested last year for not 
having. theproper brand t ieee ts 

Ale do not Imov. Tr have not gt those books with me. I would 
have to ge thr omkh a string of brands, as wide as this street, 

R, e Matthews has it, It would take me a week to pick them out . 
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oy SHENRY A MULLINS recalled. 
30 UR. HAGGART ; == 
Q You have made your statement here, some days ago ? 
A Yes, am I,under oath yet 2 | 
Q. Yes. Brauer was in the witness box yersterday and I asked 
hin to give us the names of any parties whose knowledge would 
be likely of service. to the. commission, and In reply he said 
(Counsel reads: the following fran the morning edition of the 
Manitoba’ Free Press of Wednesday, August the 2lst 1907 2 == ) 

"Toasked iH, A. Mullins why he would not sei) to me, “te 

told me his cattle had been sold to Gordon, wha they had not 
becn weighed and were not off the train. Mr. Mullins told me 
in the Dominion theatre that he had some 300 or 400 coming in 
Gocitbrr dy hort and he would like to sell me the export 
davies “Pda Phase nde Has BE Ge the ae ee wel 
About 7 o'clock . tT -got there at six o'clock, I wanted the 
cattle, as T had steamer space. Mr. Mullins was assorting his 


cattle . T asked him when he would be able to price them, 


"He said, ‘Come back in half an hour’, T did so and asked hem - 


' Are you ready t@ price them? He said, 'T have just sold ‘them 
to Mr. “Gordon.* Thad not yet soen Mr. Gordon. Mr, Mullins 
laid, i have got ‘a bunch of Cattle conming ‘im that T will sell 
you.' These were 3056 cattle belonging to a Mormon named RdwaraS 
lr, ‘Wall ins priced the cattle ab 4, price I believe he knew I 
could not afford to give. “Tn “the ineantime Ir, Yordon was an 
the fence talking to owner of. the ‘cattle eet wid yo Cet 

1 erxe fxiharmrkktohore my got Mr, Edwards to go with 
WR. Ullins Gna myself and oe 4 Bog the cattle — 
froin Mir, Bdwards,#° aries Pecbane, 
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BY. 647 | 
Q Da you remember the incident referred to there by Wir 
Brauer ? | 
A Perfectly well. Braner mentioned the wrong name, It was 
James AL Eldridge of Cardston, Alta.,not Edwards. It was the 
first time I had anything to do with Mr. Braver. He said : 
“Mullins, I want to trade with you in preference to any other ~ 
man. What have you on the road 2" I said :"I have 306 
head of cattle loading belonging to Eldridge from Lethbridge. 
I will be glad to sell them to you." He said :"I will buy 
them, but I have 300 ocean space taken for a week at Portland, 
and I want to fill that." 

i said :" I have nothing more until this lot comes 
in. I. can sell this 206." I had previously contracted far 
the cattle. He said "I want the 306". I said"you will get 
them. But I] will take this ocean space off your hands pro- 
viding that I can take it at its market value in case that I 
cannot sell you the cattle." 

He said. "All right.". © They were loaded at Lethbride 
and on the way Eldridge wired "Am coming with 306", I. told 
Brauer that they would be in. They came in five cars belonging — 
to the Knight Sugar company and the balance belonging to James. 
A. Eldridge. Brauer came in the office and sat in the corner. 


while the cattle were in transit for Winnipeg. I said : We 
_ had better have an understanding with reference to this ocean 


spaces. > y wudh over eure in edi 
_ He said these boats are costing me thirty shillings." 


1 said tht ."I can get ‘twenty-five Shillings freight. I will 
give you twenty-five shillings." » Heosaid :"No, I won't lose 
° money on space." I said "I would not take thespace at thirty 
A es because I could et it. sonsyer from Montreal.” 
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Q Were the Eldridge cattle consigned to you ? alt oU 
“A Cosigned to meas comission agents. I have handled. his” 7 





cattle for years, Iwas protecting Eldridge. Brauer said ae 





will give you a dollar a head ifyou will help me to buy this 






bunch of cattle ; that. I would help isi Brauer, to rope a8 BR 4 ; 
Ehdr idge . shore x iva ben.’ ‘ale ee 
Be Q Did he know that you were acting as agent for Rlaridge ee 
eo . ook Porfeetly. well. I au telling you what is right and correct 














aM Brauer said :"I will give you a dollar a head to help me buy 

, < | a Eldridges* I said. :"I am not in that. busi~ 

bi ness, I will take «the freight from you at a price equal to 

ee Montreal , or Iwill sell you the cattle otit and out." He = | 
4 ee "pL a head would be $306" that he would give me asa side issu i 
F Ee  «Ineata "Eldridge ‘pay either $5 or $10 a time."I do not: remem 


é ae 
i —s *bar ‘the commission. © I said : "I will not do thet." I did 


not do it’; but when the cattle arrived in the yards I took 
Brauer up to buy according to agreement. I priced the a 
cattle to him. I told Eldridge : "Here’s a man fran New Yor. 
I think we can’ make a fair sale. He has oceaqn space he has 













fill. He offered me a dollar a head to help him buy these 
cattle when you were expected here in a few days, F That was 
n ¥ fires Stang ivy into business with Ur ‘Brauer. I - : 















under oath that Gordon uiho has bought about 10, 000 oad of 1 
ie never" made me any such overture in the yards. . ef 
EB Q Brauer’ simply thought that - you were the figure head. of ¢ 

og don # ater r his sbestiatins with you and A expecting you to e 
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Ql suppose there was nothing wrong in men who were anxious to 
-purcased trying to get the first interview with the owner. The 
owner would like that sort of thing ? 

A It would be all right, but when one man is buyane there is x 
an etiquette not to interfere’ | 

Q The ranchers out in the country think that the etiquette is 
a little tbo fine ? 

A It would not be etiquette for me to jump in and interfere 

W ith thei” buying, 

Q You think the omer would have sense enough to find out where 
to get the best price ? | 
Ad made the sale to Brauer myself and: was present when the sz 
sale was completed to Brauer by Eldridge and myself... Brauer 
made that overture to me in my office. That is nearly a year 
ago. I told: Eldridge what he offered. He told me it was not 
necessary to me to tell him whet prauer offered me. 

Brauer finally got these cattle ? 

Yes from Eldridge and me in the yards 

You had. helped to buy:-them 2 

No, I sold them wa veh 44 ; 

He got. them. ? vi ss | - rb’ dt Mae 
Before the, sale he was giving you $306 ? sig <a ego 
When, he» did buy. then did he give you the $306 ? 

Noy. i turned it dom flat. Why should he give it to me ? 
Q You gave hin to understand that ? . diasos wake 08 

_ Brauer. came here last, year for ths first as 2 
Ar Veh 8 sac ¢ 
Q. You ks as had ‘iad in the ‘eatile business ?.4 No 

a You mew he was buying pretty freely ? 
sith Yes, he was buying ag | 
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Q Did not you cattler dealers, men like yourself and other 
comission men, and men like Gordon , have reason to object to 
his advent on the cattle market ? 

A No. I resented what he did me to me in my office. We are 
running a honest business in the stock yards. | 

Q Would not his presence on the market, representing large 
interests, tend to send up prices as against ordinary pur- 
chasers in Wimmipeg 2 

A I tried him on a bunch of cattle. I could do better in my 
sales to Gordon. 

Had Gordon any string on you ? 

No, it was a matter of dollars and cents | 

And you did not want to shoulder this Brauer off the field ? 
No | 

You were around the stock yards a good deal ? A Yes 


CDi Dit» © 


Brauer complained that when he came upon the scene that 
Cordon unduly dominated the officials round that yard and that 
outsiders did not eet a fair show ? 

A He got. as good a. show. ‘He had new-Tangle d ideas as to how 
to do business I brought & 1 BEN op position agzin st Gordor 
for, one season ant I know what it cost me. You bring in men 
from Ontario and New York they have different ways of doing 
things, dit torent ways of doing business. 

Q Mr Braver tells us ‘that since he made his repre sentations 
to the Proper authorities fhe got his priviloges which he cons 
sigred that he was deprived of before that sue 

Al handled nearly 15 000 last year 3 

Q He handled ‘sono thing like eleven thousand head ? 

A - never lad any trouble Like him all the time I have been 
here, 

Q The officials in the ae knew you and Gordon and the 
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other cattle men in Whey: sipes, they knew Brauer in that he was 
a stranger, and perhaps thoy would like whthout being aware of | 
| tt give you poople a preferame if thero was a soxreity of yard. 
. oom , you would he the people who would get it ? 
A: I had my cattle in the alleyway and he had his cattle in the: 
yard. Fe has gone out of his way. %0 injure one of the best 
| officials of ‘tho Cc; Pr, R, Only & weck ago Brauer had a train 
in Noose Jaw 3 had a a trainitho same day in the yards feeding. | 
The ¢. .P, R. eat dom and ordered my cattle loaded. We loaded | 
and they van us into 2 , Bide track ; loft me standing 5 S hours 
on a side track after him, | 
Q Brauer does not complainf of my want of privileges now. He 
had | to fight for thon? 
A} io doubt, It's a sell way of Going fines 


Q. You | would rather have this market without Brauer. ? 
A No 


a a i i i a 


« 


Q Would there not be nore ) dmeo of leita money if he were | 
out of it r | 
A No more chmce ‘for | mo to ake monay than if ke were in, 


Q We nov thet you | can take care of yourself. Have you my 
statenont. to make ? 


A Only tat Brawor does not ao business ‘acoording to 1 my way. 


Fe cam with new United States ideas, Gorden would not give me | 

a choque, Brauer § says oe have motiny wey of doing business, = 

| Doliver to the British Export compamy". ie moan the, bill of 
lad ro whcticaths lea ‘company. Thad to take tint con | 


5 . tract. And prauer Cee the ‘corner wp and said : ee to 
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652 | 
Q You do not mael to give up possession of your cattle witil 
you are paid ? 8 
A TI had | 3 
Q There is nothing turning on that ? 
A I am responsible to men in the west. goes 
Q You felt @ little shade of resentment when you read Mr, a ne 
Brauer! s statement in the papers ? See en 5 fe 
A of calling us pirates. 7. contend, that I am es a pirate ge 

ae 
among a emg of pirates, | ou ae é 
Chairman : Pere | | ee 
Q I would Sis te have 5 little more explanation that one bay 
er would not interfere when another is in buying cattle ? i; 4 
A I mean that where the buyer is in dealing with a man that 
another buyer will not come into the yard and interfere vith 
the deal, He will wait around in the alleyway. The man who is 

selling can that another buyer is waiting. There would be i 48 
three buyers waiting in the alleyway like this morning. | | 
Q Suppose the first buy yer at him is there any way that he 
could a hin away. ? A io. 





i said’l will go on and do some buying and shipping. 


Q You have not done that recently Fe ae ae No 


| Q What PELOMnee, of your cattle did you sell to Gordon last 


yoar ? 


A Sovonty-five per cont. Si ee og (AS es 
! ado at remark about ye 0, things eicrerent bore i 
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ss difference. we have to attend to the loading and unloading = 


ourselves. : si 
My. Gordon ; The dealers here do not try to bribe the comnis- ‘ 
sion nen . : | ‘ee ae 
A I asked the same ee from Brauer for both EES and 8 
Brauer the ae of the catile. 

Q The only point between the two of you is that he mys he 


bought. from Eldridge and you say he bought from you ? 


Peer ae = 
ran. 


AT commenged to buy. I think he said he called Ser i 
= to the yard. I may have called Elder idge off the fence into 

a the yard with ‘Grauer. 5 

ny ; 

ie 

nS JAMES” wie GORDON recalled. 

og TO MR, HAGGART i 

ES <4: 

re Q Since you gave evidence a few days ago we called upon Me 

4 Brauer, who is connected with an peel oan firm, He voluntar 





thet you were “able to teu cattle here at $3 or v4 cho 
| than other parties ? 2 
A I said the rancher,at $3 or #4 a head better than what Nis 
a: rancher does and I ann wopared to prove Ms made the 
ae i statement: before the chairman that I would not make any 
ate statement 5 was ‘not prepared to ‘prove, I do not think any “te 
a man should make. such. The. other day I said we hamdled our. is, nf 
| atti | ane to | fa head earth, than Hrough the cole 
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Q. There has been a fairly full report of the sittings in this 
morning's papers. 

Auditor John Menry Hilton reads from the issue of the 
Free Press, August. 21st.,last mentioned, as follows : 

"ir, Brauer thought tho statement covered all ship- 
pers... Taking the lower fisure $3 a head orf 75,0060 cattle, 
that would be 3219 ,000, Take from that $51,100 and there is 
left $167,900 net advantage that he says he has. I request: 
the commission to. call upon Mr Gordon to yerify his shatement. 
I think it no more right to the shippers of this country that Is 
he should prove its correctness or else aclmowledge that he. 
has made a statement. he carmot live up to." 
A There is no commission man living who can pay his way in 
the world and only charge $5 or $10 a car unless he hantiles 
enormous anounts. of cattle . He must have enormous, advantages. 
We handle our cattle $3 or $4 d head cheaper than the com is- 
sion man. I will ask the chairman not. to take my word. for it. 
Chairman :.I see where the difference comes in. : 
A In the firsct place you take hay . The canzission man 
gets his rake off.om hay. Fis hay costs v9 aton and he sells 
it.at 70 cmts a bale or at $20.a ton. He has a comnission on 
hay at. Schreiber and Montteal. The commission man gets a re- 


8 


bate on, every pound of hay he sells. He gots a quarter of 1 
per cent on, inourance. which anounts to 20 cents a head more. 
He charges, $10 per car on 17 cattle this 68 cents a head. Then 
the difference in hay in MontiveaL. would amount, to another eo 
cents. Our hay costs us $7 to $7. 50 and. C.P.R.. hay casts from 
$18.t0, $25. That ig,a difference of. 29 cents more. In England 
the comission man charges the rancher. The rancher would pay 
He for nea That we ae that equcals 65 cents more, 
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ee There are a lot of little savings like that in te as 
iis 7} tion with the trade. “You sum that up and énstead of it being : 





ss: $3. a head it is about $3.95 a head. i 
B I tell you we ship our cattle $4. 50 a head cheaper ir 
fe '. than what the ranchers of Alberta do. . 
: T want to say, however, that this shliantheeuten 


p - Brauer who calls us pirates is . comsission man, The name of : 
a his company last year was "The British Export Company". Fe : 
| ce has a new name» and. a new company every year. | 
A q He says he exports more cattle than any other te Py 
man living 2 j 

| A He isa comission man in the old country. It is” 


ot in exporting that he has made money. The commission busi- # 





ness is a splendid business. I wish that I had been a com—— 


ne - mission mm, — : és 
: Q. He made the sorious charge that you et too much . 
ey: attention from the C. P, R? e 

q : A. Before we come to that ; ne made the et | 


terdat that we tried to. drive him out of the trade after he : 
came here . I am glad he made that statement, I want to say to 


you that when Brauer came here he was the most persistent — 









a 
: ee, 


American I have ever pots _ Usually you can sit on a man, but 





sia ving him away 


We came to me ) and mado a 2 porposition He said 1 *T Z 
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. Then hes says that we tried to drive him out of the 
trade --- a man ‘vho tried to bribe a comission man and who 
tried to ‘enter into ai, arrangan ent with an exporter wio has 
been in the business for years. He would he.ve been | the first 
man to coms here’ and spit it out. He say 8 "a lot of Pirates. 

He is a man who wants to be watched. , 
I am prepared to take care of avant? z: but when a met 
will get, up and give evidence against an official who is try- 

- Ing to make a living, because Brauer could not buy this young 
man to be crooked, he went and reported him to the C.P.R.offi- 
cials. I say today that it is a , deliberateffalschood. I never 
had a key to these yards. yet. ny my own men or the C.P.R, 
could let me in. | | 

This young Breuer is tr} ying to ruin and malign hiz 
against the head s of the C P. R. ‘I say shame on any man who ket 
holds the position 1 he says he dees who would try an ruin a 
young man. His ser vices have been absolutely straight. dar 
after car has boon Hee ees in and. weighed by him. Nobody | 
questions nis figures, if he te dishoness t do not know any= : 
thing about it. | 

I can eet ninety-nine out of ‘every hundred 1 men who 
‘hip cattle to the ci ty of Wimipeg to wo say that in no part of i 
the Dominion Ahad the treatment been more foir than it was 
by the ¢. . R. ‘officials in the stock 5 yards. is ia | 
i i bes has beon sworn here today that he tried to bribe 

a comission man and that he tried to make an arrangenent om 
whereby he. would not, go into competition against me. I would 
ask the commissioners. to take leis evidence of that kind for 
what it is worth. This patriotic, honest, and pure young man 
who thinks ‘that everybody else are rogues should be watched, 
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. He said he could not get near the men ; Gordon and his men 
would not let the men out of their sight ? 


A Aman writes and say : "I am shipping cattle from Fort Mac- 


_ leod". They are put into the yards we have hayed up. We wil ~ 


leave those cattle there 24 hours before we will sort them. We 
have no more advantage over any other shipper than he... We have 
never fed a bullock unless it were cattle that were promised to 
us. | 
Q. In this issue of the Free Press he says =~" the Gs? Re 
allowed each individual to feed his owm cattle ‘here, at White | 
River and Schrieber only. In Montreal the only ones that feed a 
their om cattle ace Gordon, Ironside & Fares." ? 
A What he mems by that is that we have advantages in the 
Wimnipes yards. In Montreal we have an institution that cost w 
$50,000, we paid<our money for it. As far as Wimipeg is con- 
cerned we do not know it. | , | 
Q. In the third colum of this report he said : "=-—the result 
was the stations being blockaded by butchers’ cattle. My 
oinion it was done to block us and keep us from ee 
so we would have to pay ‘ugar? age of pa to, $00 Di day", 
cattle to the seaboard in time I asked h 
responsible for this blockade 4 He said "ins: Gerdon , Iron- | 
side & Fares. I don't think the 0 .P.R. were responsible.” 
He puts it upon you ? ie 
A. Last fall one or twice there was a congestion in the yards — 
I did not Ienow that we were responsible for it. We held 6000 
or 7000 catlle on the plains in Alberta. Some were turned back. 
We could not got cars to get them forward. I nor any other 
member of the firm tried to stop Brauer from shipping cattle. 
personally I would rather have him here than anybody else that 
T Inow of. 3 we > committed the blockade we were unconscious of 
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Q. "Mr. Hageart--Tt looked to you as if Gordon, Ironside & 
Fares took unfair advantage of the condition by reason of their 
connection wane the (.P.R. officials with a view to embarrass 
you ? 

| "Ans .--I believe they did They wanted to drive me out of 

the market of Northwest @anada* . He said that. ? | 
A If I did want to I would have entered into the arrangement: 
with him to buy all the cattle. I did not take any advattage of 
that. © | 


Q. "ir, Faggart~-The blockade was caused by butchers’ cattle, 


by the poor way ‘in which the yards were run; and by Gordon “lrom 


side & Fares" influence with the Q. PR. ad] used against you?" 


“Ans.--Yes, Mr Evans representing the C. P.R. was acfraid 


| of his li ife, was afraid to speak his mind and do ,what was 
right, lest he should he reported to the O.P.R. officials. I 


told them this mam was afraid of his life and to place Mr. 


Evans in a position where he could speak like a man and treat aa 


7 everybody alike , as he appeared to be under the influence of 


other a. That was Mr. Brauer's answer ? 


A. You have to judge. husihtene we were blockaded heavily ee 2: 
butcher cattle. That did not interfere in any way with Brauer ig 
shipping his cattle. In som cases we had cattle in the yards 


ma 
S 


for two days. Other cattle would be brought in and put in. their 
place am I did not make amy complaint. , 

Q. You have stated before that you have received no rebate, 
concession or advantage of that kind. Mr. Brauer states ‘i 

if any rebate is given the man does not live who can prove it? 
A. When I come here under oath, when I make that absolute 

| ce: ‘that we a not, does it make any difference to oH: a 
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~ As? ALL assistance. We have nothing to keep back. 
Chairman $4 ie 
} | Q Here is a man that appears to kmow the whole. ites, Het 
lives in Saska tchewan. He says the letter by "The Butcher's Sees 4 


Assistant" struck the nail fairly on the head, Mey of the za | 
butchers are under the thumb of this combine. wo years 2g0 a 

had occasion to call up telephone No. 634 and something being , 
Boe wrong mith t the wires I heard a conversation between J.Y.Grif- 

fintant Rend Kemcen whose ‘voice I Imacw very well, and Gordon, — p | 

Ironside & Fares’ manager, and heard them making the prices of 
the day and lowering them or raising them accordingly. Pat 

Burns. brother told hin there was an agreement 

A We buy right under Pat Burn$ nose. We never go over the 


al 


mountains. ae 
Q You saw that statement in that anonymous letter that the 
retail butchers were reluctant to tell the whole facts by 
reason of the cinch you had on. them ? | 
A it is too bad that aman, acn editor would permit a thing 
like that. to be published. “It is absolutely untrue. I have nob 
a dolla with the retail men more than the ordinary eee 
c | in buying and selling in the city of Wimipeg 

Be Q Naturally some of them are indebted to you 2 
- 


A yes and he will usually kick more vigourously than aie : 

= oie else. If you charge a men more than he can afford to pay you is - 
FE would put him ‘out of business. They are certainly not bu siness ‘: a 

ig Es men to ake that statonant. i would ask this. commission if 4 at 

zit a Mie Richardson gives. evidence serin I would. ‘like to be heard. a 

: pi: ; agein. If a byy" the Bice gl gaa oie ag 
Mr. MAG een le pital z ae BRE AE | aR eT gies, va: ae he 
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to expect Gordon to manufacture cars and steamboats. The whole | 
difficulty was space was scarce and the 0.P. R. was over taxed. 

We will live a good many years before we see that fixed. | | 
Q The complaint was that the cars came to Winnipeg empty ? 
A No. It tekes three or four weeks to go to Montreal ad back, 
They are not run through like a passenger train. It takes say 
five to seven days to get down. The cars are cleaned, switched 


: around and loaded and brought back full 


A Yes, better class of cattle and less freight at Yorkton, 
‘ Suppose we buy a train load of cattle, f. 0. ‘De at nalgary, | 
S weighed off cars in Winnipeg, that is ‘we assune the freight, 





“We have ‘to. 4 ‘pay the local freight from Calgary to Wimipeg on 
ais then, if we se the se cattle from ‘the yards 1 we have to. ioe 


Mr. Hageart : 

Q Cattle cars come empty one way 2 , 

A They are bringing them back full, though if they are 

pressed they may run them empty. If you compel then to bring 
them back empty they will raise the price on you, because it. 


. is a haul only one way. 
| Mr Middleton : — 


Q I know men wh>o Tash thousands of dstiats because uae had 
to take their cattle home, tired of waiting, and they were — i 3 
scattered and lost in the storms ? oi 


A We lost $25,000 that way last year in Alberta. If the 9 
cattle were collected in July and August instead of October eae 
and November it would be easier, much. et 


Q Explain the statement you made before, I think you said you cn 
gave 25 per cont more for Yorkton cattle than Calgary cattle Oe a . 


or 


» is 


Suppose some of these cattle in that train are cut out. 
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5 We paid $60 in the month of July for export cattle 
and if you add freight to that it will bring it up to $65. 
| 3 Q Do you not éonsider that the heavy shrinkage 
ei, from Calgary could be reduced ? 
A No. You camot take wild cattle and feed hin oats 
We have tried it tim and again We cannot get ranch oat ble to ‘ 
eat grain. TheYwould sell for a good deal more. I grant you 
now that the Alberta cattle are not so wild as they used to 
be. In one car we had three trampled to pieces and ano ther 
died.. They are nervous. The heifers are more nervous than He it 
steers. 3 
| Chairman: 2 
Q There is one thing I would like to bring up here. I do not. 
: like to see Mr. Glen Campbell and Mr Gordon appearing to be 
giving conflicting: evidence. We were told that in the old tim 
es tho 0.P.R. used to help exporters but that they do not do fe 
it now. I want to know if there was a‘ time when the 0. Pik gave: 5, ; 
any refund or help to exporters a. | 
A So far as the 0.P, R. is concerned, on the main line or west ee 


of the great lakes, they have never given shippers any assis- i ae 





tance, unless ‘they have given it to Burns or Mullins ; not to lay ; 
Pa). Ue; I would like to know it if they had. I understand that rae 
b us the crand Trunk did help the shippers ; ‘Mullins or some of on ae 
these mon may tell you. It was before our day. As far as the Pe 
Be C.P. R. is concerned it is not correct. 


se. Q. This letter of Mr. ‘Glen Campbell's: appeared in the newspap- 

Bk ers yesterday. The main point is this,*he attempts to show 3 a 
that the, averages you state — you paid to the producer is — % 
misleading’?! (Chairman reads Bet Glen ‘ead letter | on : pe 
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E dn 1904 we paid for butcher cattle $3.56 for the 12 months of — | 
' $39, 12 per head, average weight 1106 pounds. e 
mee in 1905 we paid $3 .38 average for the ae , or $37.22 a head, ese 


“. 


average weight 1102 pounds. pa Ss 


" To satisfy Glen Campbell we will give you every day what we 

os bought for or ‘what we sold for, or to satisfy anybpdy else. 
; ; Hie should not make statements like that. In 1905 we could give 
: 3 him every day what we paid each farmer and | what we sold for, 
4 ‘hides and everything. : er 


About. the shrinkage -- if our man in the its mows 
his business he figures out viet those cattle will dress. 
If Mr, Fargey shipped in cattle ‘and weighed them off the 
| cars and we pay him so much a pound we always take into — 
pee consideration what the cattle would dress out, If “they were 
brought off the ‘grass they would dress at so much less. 
In October 1905 we purchased 1113 cattle , which weighed 
Ay 189, 177 pounds, cost $32, 821. 4A, average $2.76. Get Glen 
Campbell hinsol f to @ over our fieures. We have nothing to 





keep back. | se 
Chairman : : I had been on the look out for a witne 33 2 


adverse to you, and % came across Mr. Brauer and I subpoonaed — 





him. SP 
ie did not want Brauer to rk away with that sort of ve 
which he gave without my getting 4 an ees to. reply. am) ua 
“Wr, Faggart : | sens 
Q There is one ) thing that * have noticed’ this meat ey is me 
"favorable to the famer, correct m0 it * ant Wrong .3 si 


4 
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: 663 | 
Q Now, in Montreal or Toronto we have the price of beef not , 
shrunken beef that would militate against the farmer here. 
The farmer here is priced on foot and so much extra for 

shrinkage. Ontario is not so bad ? : ane 
‘A Cattle in Ontario are shrunk 3 to 5 per cent, I never a i 
bought unless I shrunk 5 per cent, but there has got to be ~ 
such competition anong the local men that they give the tomer 
full weight or more than they get here. It is not the beef 
that shrinks, It is the water and Grass. If I had been eg 
for water and that kind of substance for the last 15 years I ota 


would not be certainly at some other calling in life, The 





‘principle is right when you pay a man for his cattle right 
here. It is wrong in the country. But when a farmer sells his 
os stock x ought to provide for that shrink ani they can do it 


even if compe tition is not so keen. 





| tt is so mucha pound ° 
A yes but we do not calculate that way. We calculate gate 
will dress out. Our beef dresses out 54 to 56 per cent, ann 
‘Toronto they calculate at 50 or (52 per cont. 6: 


Q ‘It is not a fair comparison ? ? 


A Our market is a little more preferable | for everybody, In ; 
Pm. Toronto ‘they have to pay a certain price for hay and the me , 
a, : ket charge. They have to pay no yardage here. There is no 
place in Canada or the Uni ted States where the same rites oe or 
are © granted en the People bere in n Winnipeg, 
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: ee tek a) ome se a 
. | ere Ab this stage of the proceedings the Commissioners Eee 
i adj ourned for luncheon to meet again at 2 o 1 Saeen in the Me 2 : 
os afternoon, when the enquiry was ‘vosuned. | | fe rs Sy 
aes 7 Pe 
Be pa caine: TORN HENRY ALLTON, aye: been si) sworn, deposed 
i as follovs : -- | ; a 
a TO UR. HAGGART i ee ore daa 
Pe 0 You live in Wimipeg ? me et - | A Yes a ae | 
fe Q And I believe you are the secretary} y of an ase ciation called 
or The Western Livestock Shippers’ Association a 
eA Yes 
ee . Q It is not an ex ‘incorporation but just an association of 


gentlemen engaged in buying and selling livestock and for your 

mutual benefit ?- A Yes a i 
Q This panes ace ats tut em and aya shows he oa ee 
mie A Yes mat 


“Ay Q Its greatest objects in view are to secure privileges and ae / 





preferential rates from railway companies, steamship coupanies, 





telegraphs and so on where other r parties could not obtain 











A Yes, it has been in ea esahe since Pebr uary 1904, we have 
51 members . | 

QAI over’ this” province and ‘the: territories ? 

A Mani toba. and Alberta. 


Q: Have you had any matings lately 2 
oA Yes, we ‘had a meoting in ae of mee year, - and | also” 


# 2 sides in suty, exhicittion week. 
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665 
Q Did you ever accomplish anything by reason of your _ ae | 
organization ? ) a 
A Not very much. We had a a rate of 1172 cont per 
mile ; passenger rate for men who ship 25 cars a year. That 
is the minimm. That had to do that to be. eligible That wes. 4 
cancelled on the Eirst of Jmuary this year. Another thing we x i 


got was inprovements in stock yards such as at Pilot Mound, s 


and Carberry in Mamitoba and Brooks in Alberta. 

Q Do the abattoir mon be long to this association ? 

A No, except the v estem Packing Company and J. Y, Griffin. 
Q Not the Gallagher, Holman, Lafrance company nor Gordon, 
Ironside & Fares 2 | A No 
Q They are not members of the association ? A No 


Q So it was more to secure some personal concessions for.the 


individual members than for anything else ? 


A That is right. .. 
Q And after you accomplished the reduction of the passenger ae 
rate you have not it now 2 . j 
A. Yes, that is it. kc 
Q Tn your capacity as an officer of the shippers’ escosiation 

can you give us any thing that would be of any benefit to the Be tad 
commissioners here ?. ed 


A I cannot say that I CAs. 


Pek ‘puai Mir. Hilton, that an officer such as the secretary 


of The western Stock Shippers" association might be of some — po 
use tous? | | 4 : alk | Mi 
A What they. chiefly. eae is peadtas Tesxar ‘of cars and betm 
ter accommodation. The railway always charges. a 20,000 poured: 
minimum. Ae camot ame my 20, om inte the car. ae ae 
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Bi ; Re Q You never discussed any preference, conces stoi or advantage 
enjoyed by the members. or branches of the meat trade 2? I 
; _ A ’We never touched it.. ante | mote 
ee (Copy of the Rules of the Association filed. with Lert 
B his a Secretary of the Commissioners. ) ube ts ae 
ae Q These are your rules, and bylaws ? bh 3 A Yes . ue a 
rt Q Do you mean to say that there was no discussion or space ae 
4 taken up by the meetings of this association to ; set such advan= 


tages from, the railway companies or from any other corporations — | 





for. a combination of your own interests that coms within the 


ee ae 
“gu yo 
ue 


: scope of this, enquiry ? Y | . Rt Atlee a 
4 Q . Nothing except of such a general nature as would apply to ie Ga. 
a : any shipper ? : iin cee 
ee A No. Anybody who ships can join.now. It used to be no one 53 
who did not ship 25 cars. is 
: Ry Le RICHARDSON recalled: » in icrine 
i: TO THE CHAIRMAN: -~ ate 
‘  +Q There is a-misunderstanding existing between ‘the Tribune 


oand myself,and my fellow commissioner ne my self think that 


cwish to deal with: an aditorial here in the Tribune of sie a 
 <cthe. 17th. Saturday, headed "Not Very Inquisitive." Where did 
| you get your information that Mr «: Bier was pera vi te 

/ Roblin entail Re: 
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667 | 
A In.so far as that point, I am very sorry. I did not know 
but what he was appointed by the government. ; 
Q I wish te say that when the premier of the province wrote 
me saying that he wished to get my services I came in to see 
him. He asked me if I wuld accept this. I said I would if I 
was qualified. I asked him if he had ay directions to give 
He said : "None whatever. We want you to make a certain invos= 
tigation. You can hire a lawyer and any officers that you r= 
quire. We give you a free hand." I was soppy all that respon~ | 
sibility was placed ome. When I came back I cmsulted with 
thepremier. I told him what I had done. He said "Go on and I 
will back you up." I have not seen him since. As a mam of 
honour I asked you to withdraw any reflections that you have 
- made in relation to this commission. Place ¢ he responsibility 
on me. Por any weakness that may appear IT am the man that is 
responsible. | | 
A I wish to say that when I came before the comission first 
I expressed the view that the province was fortunate in having 
at the head of the commission a man of such well known inte- — 
grity, and I reiterate it. I believe that justice will be done. 
So far as the solicitor is concerned I take ae full res~ : 
_ponsibility for that editorial. 
te. Q I was somwhat surprised to fini that I was draim into this 
ei) thing, but if there is any weakness it must rest on my shoul~ | 









ders. 

fea A I bow iisslutaiy to your words and I am prepared to take 

ee. back: everything you say, but I take it for granted tat tie 

. governnent would not: appoint the comission without appointing — 

the solicitor and it did not ocour to me to ask. 2 

yb occurred to me afterwords that its was a ‘most wifortunate er 
8 , eon ac’ ing as oy for . 
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tte. Raggart. handles a witness and I told Mr. Hagart at the 
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668 4 
one of these big abatt toirs and he isa well know partizan of — 
the government. T have not chenged my opinion in the slightest. 
Chairman ; | | | a 
a ( Quoting. from said editorial) "The Comission up to date 
seems to have obtained very little definite informtion con . 
ceming the alloged trust". And we have been investigating er 
for upwards of three months . No newspaper has followed us. Wh 
We have been probing here and there and doing many things that 
the public did not know and we are not supposed tm report to 
the public. The comission asks us to report to our governments 
Again -- "little definite information concerning the alleged 
trust or combine that it is generally bel ieved exists--t! hough | | 
it has had yerds of statements, tend ing to show that both wos 
salers and retailers are sacrificing themselves in the public 
interest, shoved at it." igs e 7 | 

Da you not think that that is rather a strong stato~ 
ment to make while the investigation is going on ? | 

A, The liberty of no person was at stake. You report 
will stand upon its merits. It would not prejucice any thing Ie ha 
we suggested that Mr Hageart ety | Was a failure, and in ny _ 
judguent he was a failure. | | OR 
. (Quoting) Man thot eh it has hat yards of statouents 


tending to show that both wholesalers and retailers are oa 
; crificing thansel yes in ‘the public, interest shoved at it. 
of course , the investigation has been very | Pavan and 


pleasant. Ji 

Ck vant to ‘take the full repsponsibility of the way 
commencanent that my frien and. x always retained the privilege o 
of questioning « after Mr. ge ty has done his Eateee I vant 
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becn feeling this. 669 , 
A Take your lawyer's examination of the last witness. That 
witness would have been allowed to depart, but you did _ the 
question which I saw is his duty to drive home. 
Q. (Quotes)"--Tt differs strikingly from the Hughes* insurance — 
inquiry. But the methods of Hughes fetched resul ts--—the siete 
methods of Fageart~-—up to the present have no ten-and ‘after all 
it would seem that ‘results are what the people really va af 7 
Ts not that illogical because a lawyer in New York gets 2 a 
certain results which appeared to exist tht therefore it would» 
follow that our lawyer should aie rove a trust ? ‘be 
A I would suggest thet the witness be abused. You andIas | 
laymen are not able to do it, the ‘expert probing. That I feel "4 
should have been provided for you by the goverment. re 
Q I think our counsel did probe and was pretty inquisitive. 
A ly judgnent is that Mr. Haggart failed in virility. You see 
how nicely he treated me. I do not think that he is the mm | oe 
who should have conducted the enquiry. I think he has done the j 
best he can. We are merely criticizing Mr. Hageart. 
Q _. am responsible for arranging the plan of this comission. beg: e 
I. thoushd it was the hest plan to get all you Inew, to @ me e ) 
and got the country evidence, come back into the oity and thon 
get the rest of the butchers. Now, you say that is all a) 
that we should have gpt Mr Gordon's hired men. Now you say 
the butchers would not. give any erties ° Oy 


We 


A [That was a sugsestion that Gordon's employees, bookkeopers, 
_ had they been summoned---- : oe 


Q we have asked Vr Gordon to ‘put up bartaia statanent reed 
his usinan. Our r expert Ascountant has been going oie 
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Q There were times when Gordon would deal with the case at 
: certain length and | ne did not e quivocate. “After th long exe a . 
: i per ience I have had with the farming industry 1 was able to are 
bt around and check up every statement thet Mr. Gordon made ? se 
A Twild take good care that the fullost oxplenation is ade. 
F: 3 QW accept the full Tesponsibili ty of the treatment of a mg 
c witness here. T wuld not allow a man who comes in role 
: ‘i "40° be ridiculed or ebused. It is a weakness “ c eS: 
5 = A I think to abuse a witness is tho ereatest evil in ‘the cout - 
a | try, but in my roading of the evidence Gordon 1 had lost money. 

in everything he ‘had done. i: 

Q. (Quotes) "Nevertheless, if is also an obvious fact that. oN 
avery statement made might have been | thoroy ghly y nicleading’ . es 

It could not possible be that they we! re misleading ? _ Zon 
a0 A Tf sunsested to the writer the. I thougl ht we ought to drops 
ae that. | | 


Q. (Quotes) "The result oe this raent pathic 1 reatmont is wine 
as sés is that the excinina tion of abattoir representatives is 


ken of in the streots 2 as a fares." re cals this comnis= : 


Ls 


v4 « ’ ; is ca 






sion a farce ? br 
A ye is in the advorti sing oftices of the Horthire st Farmer , 
Joseph Troy. He is one of the chaps that talk that way. : 
have heard quite a ‘few who + talk thet way. I suppose the man ou 








the street blathors a 2 good, deal. we just said it was the me “ 
| on the street. Vie 
Q You have admitted jeursolt ‘that there | was a trust. You - 
7 have committed yourself in’ saying "the worst trust on earth” } 
: AD we Markel that others a ate, that ‘there was. a trust, : 
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note was put on iny ‘table’after the letter appeared. 
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Some body said : " *"Porhaps you will not get the name" ; then I 
said "Brig ‘the editor." ‘Then there was a note put on my table 
asking whether it was Gordon who wanted to know the name. The | 
A rt must have been done by the enemy. 
Q Neither Gordon nor anybody else has @ pull on this com eh 
mission ? 


Att was put on your table to amoy you, I didnot mow the mm > 


name of ‘the writer of the letter "A Butcher's Assistant." 


I sugcested to Mr) Moriorieff would hand it to you, otherwise I 
would have been right here myself. . 4 

Q° When I read that letter al read this editorial I made the 
statement that it would not take a pschycological nt tet Of 
say’that they were written by the same person. i a er 
A That editorial was written by Mr. Knox Magee, our cfitorial | 
weiter. With regard to’ "A Butcher's Assistent"Letter it was i s . 
not written by anybody directly connected with the Tribune. sie 
The writer of "A Butcher's Assistant” is a man neither analy 
nor indirectly eonnected with the Tribune. I did not think — e 


there was anything bad about it. It was a little a Yippie, ; 








rt was designed for. the purpose of bringine out further infor gi a 
nation. He positively ‘stated that tho namo of the butcher | de 
would beitnédehd wosdlews. 2 ureity f ev ha eee wae 
Q I wanted the man with the evidence ° | ae 

A The -paper is responsible. If the letter was planned to. : a 
-icnjure: somebody I would not hesitate to let him take the ‘con e 


ai 


sequences. In this case he is a decent citizen. 
Q TE went you to withiraw any thing. that. reflects on Mr. Tage 
“Mrs Gordon ar the government dn 60. fer as it e ahetns to. this ee } 
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a Would it satisfy you if we gave your statement fully that 
3 ; A the government gave you the freost hand in the matter ani that 
the government is in no way responsible ? 
ss Q. Yes. As to whether I might think that Mr -Haggart is a 
desirable man to conduct this enquiry in view of his asso- 
ciations with the abattoirs I may say he not conducted the en- 
quiry as I would. : 

Mr. Fageart 7 ) | 

Q As the controller of a public journal you do not soem to be 

cognizant of all that was going on 2 | 

A I could not. The chairman explained that the public did not 

know all. | Bae 

Q fe las explained nothing but what has gone on in the court 
-  +Yoom. We will dismiss the que stion of myself. I feebly try to © 4 
do my duty. I am not coming to you for a certificate of _ 3 a nanan 
character. You remember we called upon you as one of the first 
witnesses ? i ate ae | ! : ee oe 
A I ad a | ! ‘ i 
Q Do you remember having taken credit go yourself for beving | 
begun the agitation that resulted in the investigation oe" Vf 
eed remember saying that I thought the ‘agitation we had carn ae 
ried on to soue extent resulted in having this enquiry terial 






Q Tho answer ia ‘would bo: a eve: fair answer bo that bent ae 
tion fo te hk got) Lt foes 
ao 4 will give such answer as - think rigit. i 
ib Q Do you remember wing over * the: paws. of f The Farmer’ s Trib- i : 


vide at wii : ) ear, 
une bis % Lge ae 1p. . “A Yes 
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‘&. The farmer's. indifference is simply colossal. T am not 


| aubeae. 673 | fo ee a 
Q Do you Tenember svearing that every one of those men were 
bona fide qerraspandents 3 ? | : 
A $o far as I know. - : se 


Q Every one of them were pone, fide ? 


A I think I e: xplained to you thet I believed they were oma 
fide, oe 


9 You are aware of the fact that we gave notice of these six o 


ge 


or seven meetings held thoughout the country ? es es ay 
a. understand you did. i . 
Q And. we gaye notice of the se meetings by posters in the aif | 
ferent locavities an @ prive te letter was written to every one ; 


of your correspondents and out of them there was one solitary 


correspondent turned up at these enquiries ? a 


surprised. : ea 
Q Can you sik the commissioners any suggestion by which they : 
can get at any further information ? ! ae 


A I take it from Mr, Campbell, the chaimnn, who has said — 4 


that, he has an accountant engaged and that he is probing and 
diving into. accounts an rogords, or othervi so T would have aa 
suggested that s 
0 Perhaps you could etre us the names of some witnesses 9 : 
A I have a list on my desk which I could send to you in a ton | 


minutes, but ‘ could not guarantee their attendance. 


Q Outside of ay, oun “inefficient cross-oxamination have ee | ca 


any thing ‘that will give, fresh light to this comission tT: 


A a {don't really Imnow. T ax not, paid to dig. ‘up witnesses. You 
? ) . . cone | eros ee I wn | 
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as a solicitor. were such that I could not properly perform my 
duties as counsel here ? 

A TI did not put. it that way. | 

0 Repeat PE Fis 

A You have been the solicitor as far as I know of Gallagher 
and Tafranee and you are the solicitor far these people and the 
come before you as witnasses here it might consciously or Wee 
cons clously make a difference 

Q Do you pledge your oath to that that I am the solicitor of 
the frallagher, Hilman, Lefrance company ? 

A I pledges my oath that one of my » searched the files of 

the court aml found that you were the solicitor for these 
people when they were applying for incorporation April 21st 
1904, Further ascording te another record given to me, in 

the King's Bench, Gal lagforfrs. W.A. Coulson, secretary of the 
Retail Merchants: association, an action for $1000 damges for | 
the seizure of a car of purk, 26th October 1906, by If aedmald, 
Kagrart & Whitla , solicitors .for: the plaintiffs. 


1 


Q Because na name happened to be connected with some work 
for The Gallacher , Holman, afrance company, or my firm's nanem 
happened’ to be mentioned in connection with some wark done 
for that company ‘you have no hesitation in swearing that I an | 
the solicitor for thet firm 7” | ne 


oh A Nothing ofthe kita. 2 ‘say that yeu ere the solicitors, 





ct 


may and for all I knew you are still. | 
ai Q The fact that I appeared in: conection with a suit some bime 
» ago is: used asa dirty insinuation. — Yih 

He, AD Itisa Little: more than an insinuation. a ris 

: | Chairman: 1 Who ae thet tir of rao edi who acted for ‘the | 
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no such firm now. I have taken particular trouble to look, and 
that I have seen that since since then my firm has done no 
work for tlat firm. I take no instructions from witnesses as to. 
professional etiquette. You think 3 you can give us soine nanes 
but you do not propose ‘to go to much trouble over it 
Mir Middleton : I would like to say that Mr. Richardem was ex~ 


x 


pecting too much that we should take it as evidence. 


GEORGE THOMAS BATER, having been duly sworn, deposed 
as follows 7 ; a 
TO THE CHATRMAN : -~ 


| Where do you reside ’ 
In Wimipeg ws . | 
What is your oceupation ? 
T am in the livestock business. 


In the comission business ? 


> O.- OF ©, 


Not entirely in the commission business 3 some exporting 
business also. T buy generally in Alberta» ) 
Q How do you get at the prices that are paid for the attic 
in Alberta ° ee 
A T have been here for four or five vears. When I first cam 
here I was representing pater & Williamson. HA, Mul Lins ‘was 
Boh on salary with then . The prices that we paid then on ships 


Petits to the old country and the mar ke t prices now are what we 


a base them on. Until a year ago MacLean who was my partner 
was entirely am the west taphanpe eee) ane year. before 
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676 | 
We give so much money, say $30 or 835 a head. 





‘Take a bullock from point in Alberta You may start in 
paying thirty shillings freight and before the season is forty > 
Pinitai’® which is a difference of $2.50 per head ‘so the 


avorage expense would vary from $28 to $30 a head. 





Q Have you read the evidence that has been given 

fe here a8 ‘to the question of cost on commd salon T #168 

ia Q Gan you ao from Alberta to o Liverpool as Maen 2 
as Gordon ? 

, A Yes. Bus he has some little advantages. I an - 
familiar with the points in Montreal. I wes two seasons there, 
Gordon ‘& Ironside have a piece of land directly adj oining the 
ORR: ‘yards for which they say they paid 900, 006. It would 
be wor th hat, When their cattle is landed there they put 
them in their stock 35 yards ‘and fecd them there, and buy hay 
from $7 to $11. a ton. We may have to pay = a ton. They are” 
blaset r buyers . , 

| They somtimes have 20,000 cattle contracted for. 

_ The very most we would have would be 6000. They ‘are in a 

oe position if freight. does down to twenty seven shillings and. ri 

RS f _sixpence or twonty-sixy shillings to order out so many cattle. uP | 

fire py could not jump in and do that, because I have no cattle to — | 

| draw on. Consequently they can go ahead and book 5006 spaces 
at twenty-five shillings. ‘The steamships have got that space 
off their hands. They then start to ask thirty shillings’ and 

“Ss smller man would have to pay more iid a ( ‘Some rae 

) . people you can ‘deal direct eye te Mees hooker wg 

ate oe ‘As a —. oa ed be > in ‘a é position to ow S ae 
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; -Q And you do not get-anything that I could not get 2? 
A ®Nov. Domay maké a little more, you being a smaller exporter 









ad 


than me. 
ie That would lie with myself and not with the companies ? 
Hes. 
Gordon & Ironside. may have some li ttle advantage. They got 
-acontract. They handle 73,000 a year, last year. I believe I_ 
could get. a better contract if I handled that instead of 1o 000. i 
“But I believe they are ata disadvantage in handling such large 


oc 
- ee 
eS ta 
a5 
: 


Q 
A 
Q ‘What about insurance ? nes Sts 
A 
a 


quantities. A man with. 500 can handle them better than a men F 
with 1500, becusse’ he might have to make sacrifices which the | eg | 
sualier would not. 

Q How do you make your profit ? 

A Gur firm in Liverpool, England, is T.Bater & Co.,anl lanai 
pertnor in that firm. We also have am arragement with A.J Mao 
lean of the West, and the firm here is known as Bater & HeLean - 
We' charges for cattle on’ comsission $5 per car for handling them. 
in the west; and in Liverpool for wae them, collecting the if 


money ard 80 “on fiive shillings per head.’ We aro situated . 





Little oe because our firm here deal with the firm in ae 
| Liverpool.» ; } 
: Q: Jt was stated that you got a rake off along, the line 2 
- Tt is a well Ienown fact that asa ‘commission man in shes! 
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A we charge $5 a car here and five shillings a head the other 
side. The commission men do not get that. I handled 3000 or 
4000 head for Brauer and have handled some for gd dm. T They | 
agreed to pay the same as they rancher. 
Q Is there any agreement or understanding of any kind between 
you or your firm and other commission agents regarding the con-_ 
trol of the shipment of stock ? 
No 4 
Are you a member of this Western Stock Shippers association? 
No, I am’ not 
You are all on good terms ? 
We have our little fallings out. There is not tt nice 
brand of etiquette spoken of here. 


m= 2. Pp OO. 


Q In the fall of the year when there is a great many cattle 
on the market you do not interfere with one mother ? Oi 
A Yes we do. I am always on the market to buy everything in 
icht ev 
Q Othor witnesses say that at that time of the year when catp 
tle are plentiful they hold tack ? ae 
A That isabsolutely wrong. Particularly last fall, there was: 
much rustling and night work done. 
Q A stranger appeared on the scene in Alberta and the price | 
of hogs went up there ; the inference drawn by mmy was thet 
there was @ new buyer and that helved to liven up Pescea eee ? | 
A That is only a natural consequence. I go on the Torontm  ~ 
market on Monday morning ani I look around and I say to my man 
"I do not see MacNish. ‘They do not want cattle very bad. Thore 
are. not many wanted." Butif I see that there is a stranger 
‘there: q. start out. much koonor. Mr. ‘Brauer came along last 
ody ept rustling to met uote share of the cattle, 
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No ean hen Brauer came upon # the ¥ ne I new br a 2 posi 
tive £ fact he tad so mich freight 6 tak and. he had come to ai 
and cattle were less then $10 a head here | than in Chicago. tae 
I 


ares 







star ted 1 my r partner in the west wn thine busy ant ‘T sold my a: 


se 


cattle to Brauer . Fe wes offering a fair price ane. I could oe 





E> 






a profit of him. Gordon pt busy too. Ho was anxious to got 


Hey et on 
/ "e . 







_ more ‘cattle, by | 3 af 
Q The intrusion of a _ stranger Like that. would bo mica i 
be A x T wuld not share my loaf wi th a stranger although Ea eae 
sold him 4000 head of cattle mysel, I made soine money out of ’ oe 












him. | Jae ck vo ao 






You were sorry to see him ? y. 


A Well, I was slad to sell some cattle to hie. 






s 


Q. You evidence. as I und arstamt is that this gentleman a 
condi tions en the marke + and aie Was more Eee ta han eee 


A There were other pir cutee Trade we 









bptoatiie were aftermaras 





quoted as ngs as a cents por pou 
ii That alone would make a great deal of rustling. ; | 







. Q Not according to your other evidence ? ja 
a That would help to stir ‘the thing er The big asedors: 
in aid me conto. the market. hi 
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Q Supposing a man in the west semis you a train load of cattle 
they are weighed off cars here. As you buy these cattle you 
charge the man freight from the point of shipment ? 
A And pay through freight rates from age of pageant to 
Montreal 
Q It appears to mo that a great many out én the west ship 
their cattle in here in mixed lots, a train load of half but 
chers and half exporters, and the freight say from Lethbridge 
to Winnipeg ig deducted from them, is it possible ? 
A Yes, if ths man who is selling the stuff is a party. ¢ to thet 
arrangement, 
Q It would be quite possible for you to get the through rate 
to Montreal. Supposing it were sold to you here. You deduct 
that freight to Wimipeg from his bill ? 3 
A If TI made that deal I would =a 
Q There is nothing to prevent you from taking that train and 
‘shipoing it on to Montreal ? : 
A None at all Sta 
Q That would give you $26 a car reduction 2 a 
or A I never got that adventage, Because the rancher EAOWS: you e 
ee mzuj assume the freight. €; 
_ © Mr, Raggart ; 


ae me A You comission and abattoir men can look after yourselves iG 
BK) ae pretty well and you charge certain commissions for certain 

= ah services, do you charge the abattoir men exactly the same as 

ie you charge the rancher ? 

A Yes, I ‘sold Gordon some 2000 head of cattle last year an . 

ae see hin tive a Set a oad oractly the same a8 the 
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with reference to a'deal he had with Mr. Brauer. Mr. Brauer 
proposed to pay him in avcortain way, that is, shrough the ” ee aa 
“British Export company, and Mir. Mullins closed that:deal, but a 
f he objected - tat this method of ee do. vom know: eatin : 
i about that 2 feet ke! Oe eh lar gy Ot lsh, ; 
; . A Yes, r sold) Mr. Brauer 4000 bis of battbes Tn two-thirds eee 
| the cases T ended ‘tho -oattle @ right trough ani chelrged hin te ‘ 





8] 

£42 bélters it te $55 . I charged $16 until heard that ; others 
were oh vging ‘am $5, | | 

Mr ‘VMilddleton oe 


~Q In connection with | this comission, do you charge nothing 


Cy 


more than $5 for agar, is there a dollar for hay ? ae z 
A No, but for cone tome in: Liverpool there is $1.25, As to 
‘unfa ir ad ay el in the yards I have nover experienced it. 
As regards mix-ups in the yards of whi ch I have heard so much, 
I remember Gordon’ s cattle and mine opt mixed. There was a 
gate between and it Was probably the negligence of my man. 
Cordon said : "Your cattle is mis cod with mine, go in and. pick 
them out, es got the assistance of the brand ‘inspector and we 
straishtened it up in 10 minutes. In another case a rancher ¢ 
was shipping through I looked and saw him loading my cattle. ae 


76 had got the pen open and ‘did not know his om cattle, e oR 


Fortunately my cattle came from Yorkton and I mew them, | : | 
Those are the only two cases I can think of in seven years,’ aha a 
I know in Chicago I had. Bi mix-up there. yt Let. Che ar 
ir. Haggart Keiars | Yichis : nanOd. tas sm oe 
2 Q° Whert Mrs: Mullins Was in the box I asked him. a question fe 
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‘telephoned the bank ani he was acquainted with the fact that _ 
ies his money woujd be paid. ‘As fer as Mr. Mullins is concerned 


no pi, ro asked 1 me to re the ie to Mr . Bator, . 


682 


For the cattle that did not a through I did not get 
a cheque. Ho first of all wmted m to get the shipping bill 
from the company consigned to the British Export company. | 
Then he would write on it "Pay to Bater & Mclean the purchase 
price of the cattle", ani it would be handed to the bank, , and 
he, Brauer, got delivery of the cattle before I ppt my money 
I wouldnot do it again. 
Chairman : | 
Q What is the significance of that ° 
A With a firm like Gordon & Ironside we would not insist on. 


the money , but a new man in the trade we feel a little anxious | 





about it. I used to telephone if it-would be met. T mes not 


do business that yay again. 


WILLIAM W. BRAUER recalled 8 Bee 





‘Mir. Brauer states to the Commissioners -- ys 

I wish to make statements in regard to Mir. Mullins and Mr. Bates 
erys evidence. Mr. Rater stated that ho had to wait for the 
shipping bills before he got his money . He was requested to. 
make out hig bill: On the back of that bill I put "Please — 
pay to Bater & McLean" this money Before that he had already 


‘ne Fegeart : 
@ Whe 5 Mullins was not ‘in. the witness box. tr, Mullins made 
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aie ir, Bater did not sell them. On that same train 

ge ae % peti , +. 

was Aid. McLean; when I. was: going tonGelgary:'0n that train Mr 


_ MelLeanmentionedsthe fact that they had shipped during the last 
eee year’ 16,00G:head of cattle and thathehad space enseged on the. 

boats. He would like to getout of the space and sell the | 
e: - cattle aswell. I.asked him what the cost would be and he'men=>" 
tioned the cost.» I bought: the cattle from Melean at cost price ne 
a This statenent I make that William W Brauer nor the | 


British Export company be not discredited in Gmada. 


mea 


ES 


The: propositioncof:MeLean was that thecattle © ° ine, Ces 
should be financed and: gp through the hands of Bater & MeLean 
and be sold in Liverpool: I am prepared to finance anything I 
undertake. Any statement macde to the contrary is absolutely 
incorrect and without foundation. 

The Yeason that these cattle were sold me was this aS a 
explained by McLean): that cattle was losing a greet deal of. a 
money.. . McLeam,:who.lives at. Léthbridge; explained that they — < 
had shipped about 10 2,000 head of cattle on commission and they sae 
if did not wa-t:to take aichance in lowwerkets in exporting beef ; | 

cattle, which cattle they had bought te fill this Space, be~ y ee 
cause the people whom they had expected to fill had fallen don 
and that the market at that tine was very low and that cattle 
fs were losing a great deal of money. I bought the catile at cost, 
é subject to a telegram to GuT..Bater iat Winuaip dest en ao 
- . Thon I came back. from Calagry pater’ said that he aa 2 
Baas shim that he could sol] the cabtle et cost, ‘that he 5 5 
ae e dollar a 5 bat Profit. T agreed to pay tt, subject ei 
to, the cnistone, Po si maped,, pain re Bator & Molean oe pe 
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ae 1684 

Q Disputes as to the terms of contract between two Getto men 
Pt will not help us ? 7 
m, A T did not think that you would permit a man to be discredi~_ 
sted. ‘I think this commission is bound to protect me. 
fot Q Any dispute between you and Mullins or between you and Bator 
is not helping or aiding the commissioners ? | 

ee A I have no malicious feelings against these people. 

} Q I think that this explenation had better close here. Mir 


Gordon gave some evidence in reply to a statement made by you. 


nt ee 


The evidence hcas been pretty well taken by the newspaper men. 
Read thact and. be here tomorrow morning am we will try and | 
keep you both down to the questions before the comission, ? 
Mr. Mullins stated that he was acting as arent for Eldridee in 
the selling of the 306 head of cattle, that you weiitdd to 


acquire those cattle, and that you offered him a bonus of ee 














“ie 


ae Be Sega 


a head if you would assist him in purchasing ? 


ies os 


= ie ggeee < 


A I do. not know anything about it. i 
a wee, (Violent altercation between Mr. Mullins and the. 
witness, during which Mr. Mullins uses unparlianen tary lan- | 
guage.) 


ete 2 
ay 


Chairman : We camot have witnesses and others ts the ; 
‘ $ nonin room, “talking back. buvankee thle sows x or coum i 2 
? Mr. Brauer: When I first came here I wanted 200 Ee 
: a cattle for ‘the: Portland boats. I went. to: Gordon first. and I. 
told him what L, wanted, he intimated to ine that he could not : 
supply. ‘Mullins said that he had sam, odming in. I told him r 
. woe sain @ > hon and, aire tn a dollar a nes to, Bat them 
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PT sO mee em ect 274 Tanne ea ee ea ae te 
P Q Were the cattle in the pens? 8 == A Mo. 
Q Were they in transit ? sn 
ie : AY », they ware to be there on Salukis. AM a certain day . . rs 
oro thr, Mullins wants to mow if anything pas sed between you and 
Et | him as to space for the Alberta cattle ? ae 
ES mek Ty had space for them on the steamship Montezuma. We do ae a 
t | do a space business with Mullins. I said I would take space : 
: | from him, I concede thet point becuase there is nothing in ie 
a sia | HA MULLINSmakes the following statement : 2h ye i 
. | Mi : Brauer's do oscréption of the incident of offering. z ie 
e: _ Ine a dollar a head to buy these ca ttle of Fldrideels is ab= ok 
ce | solu tely false and untrue. a I have boon here twenty years and { 
; iT value my reputation. : 
sai I told him I vould try and soll him those cattle, 
E Whit e they were in tronsit, i said to hin “What about, this. ae a 


cA 
Portland space? ; He s ; aid Thirty, shillings." I said a 
"Tyonty=five shillings gs." He offered | me one dollar a head to x x | 
help him buy the cattle from Eldridge. I did not take his 
pro posi tion, ’ oer | Fe - 

aj Mr Gordon has no string on me. Brauer's way of 

financing does nat suit me. I told Joha Aird I would not co 
ek business unless. he. would Surantee this man's accounts, re 7 a 


Aire, meager of tho Canadian Pank of Conm nerce here, 











iy ee qk Ir Brouer had not mantionod my name T wula not 
_ hare a hero tear 7 


. is LO 











ah eee 
¢ thant nt eet oxelt 
sued absiies 6 xh. yxdomnetl® no erect ef ob: eiew yor? oll a 
ae: ey ‘rmevded beoeas pri am Dh een, 08, atrsw scthl fon | ths O a 
¢ offtse sdaedfh ett eosge of pm mi ae 
Fon eh oF lactate Pent! apiemmede. edd roca Oey eseqe bat 1A 
epdge wint diva T bie. 1 . . esbDluM githw eapetiaudt esage eS ob 
HE aypitrfor et eect posed diiog tart ebeomo YP ait mot 
1 hegecdate sabwo liek od a ala IOM, A ae 
malts tie Yo drebiont ef to so Pgiaed et rortert set ry 
wis et akorbiablS tesefthes eaadt cint ot Bred s sfLob 8 om 
bets: nesoy raat oxad mmod overt h. pauteheiy et ontet xletulos 
7 .nobeabuget ver enteyeol | 
-0f3fse weal? abd Sise Sem oy: Biuow Diaki bles Tia 
Shag Suods te mid od Disa I ctarond eh ectew yond voltae ae 
bios 1" eacdtftte oeidtt: hteb oo Mepage ineitiol — j 
of baat emrlich oto ey be wtta * epmtt (ide ovkt chow re F 
eit) add tor ib T. -egtbyh ht we slttss seth qud mtd gfeif saa 


aS i ' * Ae m 
de ae snot toto! EW ie 
a 4 d RE ; @ is 
; . a are 

oe 


oa 
i 

0 sew ei coued som rey maids on wait fobrod at ae rd a a es 
toga Pood Linas: Te we Bhat ee ae hes 


oe ae 
sre een a eR sit pottery f 





We a oe i eal ty he ee Oe, eel ee ee! : os ‘ 


y 
s 


685°. : 





re ; “a 


rere | ‘Mr. Brauer : I move that Mr. Mullins statement be 

' struck out. | ; 
bes xi efs Mer Saxony’ + It has no th ing +p do with the inves- 

a: tlantion. I think that you and Mr. Mullins oucht to apoligize 

| to the commissioners for taking up so much of their time. Mie. 
ae: Mul Lins, Mr Coufjlin and Mr. Brauer will be here tommorrow. 


P< 
. 
ee A Seca, Spot se alicia it taal callie anal h aah wits jngger 


DAINIEL COUGHLIN recalled. : 

Mr. Coughlin’ s statement : Sa far as I am concomed I wish 
to contradict the statement as to the amount of the cost of Lae 
ding cattle ‘in England. I am in a position to land cattle | 
‘there as cheaply as Mr. Gordon is , with the few exceptions of 


~~ 


Mr. Gordon's persmal privileges. — saa wet 


| , ‘ 
a a i a Nat AN il a imc <li BB a i 


a AT this Make of the cibaalake the Commissioners: 
adjourned until 10 o'clock the following. moming, Thur sday, 
August the Twenty- second , 1907, to conclude the sittings of. 
the Paquin in Winnipeg. 


a 


- 


| | WILLIAM W. BRAUIR recalled. 
TO: MR. FAGGART ; 










Q. The commissioners are not interested in the personal dis - 

putes botween you and Mr. Gordon ? ; Ee : | 
-A Tama ei tigen of the Uni itod States and am in dias ‘This, 

comission has subpoenaed me to tell the truth. The, statement 
«I mde. the other day I stand by. This comission allowed |. 
eo ; several 1 witnesses, yesterday, make statononts in order ber baie. 
 eredit 1 illien e isa 
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687, 
Chairman : | 
Q I would not justify any action that would not give Mr. 
Brauer an opportunity of clearing himself. Mir. Brauer should 
state his grounds briefly ? 
A Me Gordon stated here that I was the most persistent Amer i- 


a Mth 


can that he had ever seon. He said “When you sit on a man he 
gersrally goes away but this man bobbed up serenely". What xx 
rignt he 8 he to sit on any man and drive him away from this 
country 2 | | 

Q We want anything reflecting on your financial standing, 
have you that to give ? 

: A, ir. Gordon made the staterent that "l tir, Breuer's company, 
the ori tish Export company was a thing of the past." In the 
first place I want to state that it is not a thing of the past. 
It is in existence and is solvent, and it proposes to build | 
an abattoir in the name of the nritish’ Export company. I vent 
lr. Gordon to retract that. Ho further stated that I stated 
that I sold more cattle than any man living. I did not say 0. 
I referred to my English business. He further stated that 
"Brauer was only know for his coumuission business, and but for 
his comission business he would have (gp pone to wreck." The : 
sta torent is wholly unfounded and incorrect in its entirety . 

? Mr. Gordon said that I made a proposition to him. I 
brought a. letter of introduction to him from Mr, Tronside. 7 
told Mr. Gordon that I was a stranger sal that if he could giye 
sme the cattle. to fill these Portland boats I would rather QP 
away, than stay here. It is not in ny recollection thet I deg- 
8 ged him or that I bought 406 or 509 head of cattle Pt. hia. 
| % . According to the Free Press which I have been {uo 
Med BP oat that I stated that Yovary other ina, was a rogue , 
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crook and a pirate". I said they were a band of pirates a the 


a eee 


yards. I believe it to be correct now. ; 


Bh I want Mr. Gordon to prove these assertions about 


the British Expert comany. I want t go into the statement 


See wh Berka 


that Mr Gordon mde in detail that he has an advantage over the i 


aces 


ranchers. Cattle ne from the. west as a rule are not fed: 
except at Moose Jew. t Winnipeg we will manag tlet Mr Gordon a 
has am advantage over these ranchers in the question of hay. 
There he has 50 cemts a head over them, A& Schrieber we will . | 
put it at 25 cents ; that is 75 cents.. Now at Montreal Gordon: eal | 
has an advantage of 16 cents a head. At Montreal he has an | 
advantage of 16 cents in feed and another 16 cents in loading — 
per head. on the 0 P, R. Boats he has no advantage over any one’ 
- in insurance. But we will say he has the advantage on other iat 
boats of 25 cents a head ; that is aX $1.20. In England he has : 4 
an advantage of half a crowa, 60 cents. That is a total of 


$1, 8¢. Mir. Gordon said he had an ae of $3, 95 over the 













rancher. In other words, Mr. Gordon states that over everybody 
be else he Na sag has an advantage of over $2 ahead. If this” | 
bis stavenent of Mr. Gordon's is correct then he must get the money : 
somewhere unknow to the commission and to the commni ssion men, 4 


_ this is, on 73,000 cattle, which is 146, 000. We want to iow 
it and be placed in the same Pos? tion as ur. cordon is. 


| SMES ., GONDON recalled in ae eh 
Bs My Gordon states : I ead ye stordey in clei ae hig 
eas mnt that it cost the rancher $3 or oA more than it did 


. ourmglyes, uae I would » not Bek, the comission to take my own 












689 : 
Mr prauer questions that. He knows wo], positive: 
ly, that what T say is corr ect. In ‘he yards in Winnipeg we 


oo 





a oo ea PS 


buy the hay by the car load. We pay 89 a ton for this hay. 
a This hay weighs 7 to "5 pounds ‘per bale, The comission aa | 
ce | clarges about 70 ¢ ents a bale, ‘over 160h por cent on “pha ‘tiret : 


cost of the hay, which mans, 20 cents, per head, provid ing the 
cattle are in the yards 2 days and take 30 pounds a day.” ne i 


ae 


At Schrieber they got another concission of 10 conte 





a head. Tn Montreal the camtssion man get a commission on | 
every pound of ea put on the ship, that means 16 cents, a head t 
( 

m4 

| 

1 








a saving of 25 cents a head on that. 


bas oh srere., On insurance we do not pay within 50 cents of what ‘ 
ie the rancher, does. We imakze a contract which laststhe whole oa 
: gon. If Mre Br suer does not get that he does not look after: a 
e- - his business. But tho rancher pays 538 cents more on a bullo es 
ik On shipbocerd hay is $15 to $18 a ton, wo pay SIX ee 
i Se Ee 





eS oe thes England y charge five shillings a head. tt ‘tn ate 
not cost us half of 0% ay y that is a. saving | ! 







‘Then there ig the hay put it ata conserva, tive ostime te | we ie 


eave 59 cents a. head more there. | mera ¢ 





th has been stated here that. ‘there 1 is no 5 cacti 


ve space. That is not correct. We had a shi post of cattle 







coming dhrough the other day in space eae by. a Som omaission i 






ae man. The comission man, charge oh feed shi Lings, five sntl~ | 


a Lines nore. ) then se ee pans i “ ’ ae is ae oe 
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SUR 1 A. MULLINS, see recalled in , rebuttal 

70 TE CH ATPMAN : | | ; | 
0, ‘I felt 3 vaatardoyy that there was certai Ln apiaesk iran: tat a 
Mr,.Mullins would not do business with Mr. prauer the wey he 2 
was doing it because he did not Imow whether he was sound . oe 


Have you any reason to believe that the pritish Ext port company 


x 
is not a sound company ? . f jak | 
Aid have no reason to know whe ther they are ck or bad. co ee 


do not lmow who they are and t aid not know lt. Brauer unt 
rl he came here. 


| = Q You da not answer my question. Haye you an y reason to toe 
es live ttt th financial stending of that company is not sound Te 
: a answer to that question will settle the whole natter. : a 
cr _ If you have produce your evidence, if you have not say so ? cea | 
oe , " Ck! okt: 
a _ A I*kmow nothing about it. Brauer has no stake in this coun 
eo 2 3 


try. Ne takes a bill of lading from me of the Eldridge cattle, 
_—-. -‘The cattle are billed to some other company in the east. That 
an ; is why I would not s sell cattle to Brauer. 







| Mr Hagzart ? , | oe 
You took the ball with you te the Canadian Bank of ace 


4 é: 0 With that bill. of lading you dia not part with the ae 
: - until you “had in hand the money a : 


A He had the actual plese of paper. eRe 
@ You said ye esterday ae Las now vino thor the ray vas | 
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| esr Faget Coy 
mi On the rai aktieon of transport can ths ‘rancher src oa ; 
comission transport from the plains to Liverpool and. in Liver= 


o: 1a 
pool as cheaply as Mr. Brauer or Mr Gordon ? A Yo. ee oi 


Q You are fairly femiliar with all the steps thet have to 0 be sas 
taken from the time the cattle are bought on the plains 
they are killed anil di sposed of én the old oountry ? 


AD Yes * ry | 
a What ac ‘vantage ae a man, Like Ur Brauer or ee Gordon Boe 


steor ? | } ae 
ss A_‘T do not think it is fair to Mr. Gordon or Mr. Breuer ss - 
Bi | put that que stion. The rancher cannot ship as cheaply 28 ‘they 4 
ag can. They buy hay and space cheaper than the rancher and soit 4 
eS * times cheaper than I do . There are many weak places in the i a 
eet tre ade. I say to the rancer : Sell in Winnipeg and avoid the 
Bi x . tempestuous ¥ weather. The big rancher is pleased to sell : 
Fe | Wimipeg | oe an ce ss 
FS: : Chairmn i te ro elaeae: Loe side oe Picea 


it he could, as an exportar 9 


Yes, if I head everything the same. 


a I ain not, referring to your commission or his profits. a 
| referri ing to snes thom from Alberta & pene | 
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WILLIAM W, ‘BRAUER, agein recalled in rebuttal 2 
Mr. Brauer states: The ste toment that Mr, Mul lithe 
hae now is < dehetes false with regard to the bill of lading. 






manager oe he would pay the cheques for lir. Brauer's | | 
cattle, and the bank said they would. I asked ? Meo Mul ling: to cs 
make out his bill on his regular form. He made that out. a 
I ewlorsed on the back of that bill : Bonk of Commerce , heel 3 


Pay that money. He went to the bank with bill enc lorsed the 


ee  ‘game-asa cheque. gt is the same as’ a cheque’ and will. go 

a a | _ through any bank. Tho cattle were’ billed from W.% ¥. Brauer to 
a The British — company. | we hehe bu Steir ame 
EA Mr. Raggart te A ba Brg | ie 4 
= : Q When you ie him that’ decument which you call a cheque vet 
4 “ did you get ? © | 

ye A Thad a bill for the cattle 







ae ae 
Q. Eldridge endorsed + 0 Mullins, and it. was endorsed to you 8 
- ‘before you gave the cheque ?.. ' ; 










‘A Mo, not until afterwards. | | Op ate | 





| Mr, Fagen ert : That is not pertinent to the qnquiry,. ifr. Brauer, a 
Chai : ne Tae 
Tis twat ol oe itiis ol cear now. | Uadeet: aebtow, snag? o 
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TEL const tagsin reoalled in rebut iad a hte . 
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tween us as reeprds finances. He has shipped a large quantity 


of cattle and there has been no financial trouble up to the 
present date. | 





* 


Q Can the rancher ship to Liverpool, dispose of the products 
of his ranch as cheaply as can Mr. Brauer or Mir Gordon ? 
A I think he can with the exception of a few advantages that 
‘ir. Gordon or Mr Brauer may have in hand Ling it on a large 
scale. They might be in a position to take space better, I 
| have taken space higher and lower. 
I give the rancher the benefit of space and insurance — 
I give seme ranchers benefits they are not entitled to. I can 
‘handle cattle as cheaply as Mr Gordon, Mr Brauer or any other’ 
commission with the exception that they get a little better 
3 terms with their salesmen in England. , 
I can say that the success of the cattle trade 
In the United States is attributed to the commission men, 


SM) CA} 


- 
ge. Pa ae $ ; ; P a 
; f . pe — ica kus ew et tintin ta he deel a I hae cal she aT sa eect 
nae ee 5 acetate ie = 


a hundred per cent of the success. You ask me for sugee s- 
tions as to what would improve the trade. One is that all 


cattle should be handled through reliable hi fe firms . 3 
eS yenld improve matters. 












" | And for the simple reason that your cattle are all in | 
rat ‘ the ae of the commission men as in the United States. They 

i 9... Wird te all their customers if there is a glut and have it : 
stopped. There is no such thing here. They are allowed to ae 
i up here and cause a drop of a cent a pound ; and it would. in 
the interests of everybody concerned in the trade to stop that. 
Ee UA cent a ‘pound arep is distraous ‘to everybody along the lino. 

34 Dp Me Tage ay would benofit ‘the consumer and 
be no detrime 6 ‘the exporter. pes 
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a iients En bates 2 , recat 
Ay. Tt, wold cost, $14) that would: include all expenses. 
Mr. Hagrert. : : 
Q Send. it to us.on pater siened by. yourself ? 
Pe Ay Bb thah tes 
oe Ete bit’ YARD EVANS: recalled : 
ee 76, wR, HAGCART 


- 


and ss in- the sale of .366 dyer a eaten from, Alporta.? 
Mork OBie taty | iy 

Q.. What. part aia you have in, at ? 

Ag 


A: fresh bill. of lading Me out in uy office by Brauer 

the British Expert company. | , ee ; 

@ That is all. that. you Imow about, Adi. ¥ a Poy OB: 
f Oy You did not: know, when. the: cheque fron Brauer to yn 
- ed ? Bh init Ley Maliine ts iad i 


Rivas iis surrender of f Beso iatiad bill of caine 
“That. is your, quthority for ismving a now one? 
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(tome. , | 
Q Do } you remember Mr Mullins saying to you a “that bd we that 


e eet 





gow te Pe ta tet Reke ee 4, 
) MPS es hy ; pats a 
“ si mn Pas ha a 
* id ve a . - 
? <. xh i : a e 
uh ea “Aaa Soni 
ype ‘3 
; ae 
J It was then the company’s property ? Pa a ge 


oe Yes, upon the surrender of the original bill. It was Mr a 


‘Brauer! s property as soon as I received to original bill from 


Mr Mullins. I am inclined to think that Mr Mullins hantted ib i 


he did not know of thi 8 way of doing business ? 


A I have some faint recollection that I was not to iscue as. . 
new bill of lading mitil the old bill was ‘surroniéred. That is | 
a the custom, , 7 | | i eee 
Q. It was the property of Mr Mullins. Lee 
A Until the surrender of the orig sinal bill of lading. 7 


| a Both their interests yere yrotected. The property then 


immediat tely you handed over that bill Wes the Pas teee F 1 Bagot : 


company" Ss, and, it was a4 their ri sk 2 


A The ¢ P. R. was responsible. st ie aah oe 
x ‘You were pepe’ 16 Mr Mullins ° | bes a .. a 


authorized we to do so 


Q It was your duty to give tat Soper y: bo the ow a : my 4 


issue a new ill of lading ? Fe 
o Do you think that ss Mullins 
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CHARLES KNOX, hay fle duly sworn deposed as 
follows : eo : ens | 
TO MR. HAGGART : -— 


Where do you reside ? 
In Wimipeg . 
What is your occupation ? 


m= Of O11 


I have been in the livestock trade for 23 years, ten years 
a rancher and thirteen be a shipper 

Q. And now ? 

A I chiefly do business as a commission agent ; spix stocker 
business. Preparing young cattle to ship to ranchers in the 
west. | | 

q You have beew following the proceocdings of this commission? 
A I have been it in the papers, yes. 


Q You have had a great deal to do with the railways --=the 


transportation of cattle ? A Yes 


Q During all this extensive experience do you ever think 
that there has been any rebates ? 

A Yes, I have had rebates in shipping horses and cattle. 
At one time in the history of this country the Americans came 


up here for stocker cattle and were taking then south. 


ees the C. P. R. wished to keep the cattle in the country & 
s 
At that time I shipped cattle ani pt a rebate from the C.P.R. 


of late e years t ha.ve not received a rebate from the C.P.R. mot. 


for some years. Stocker cattle were shipped west and we got a 
rebate. That was done in pursuance of their general policy. 
. ) idea was ir — the oabtle an the sew That is Jnl 
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op can tell you. We represented for 2 years the firm of Bater & 
i Williamson. ‘We went out without —o & ener? Imowing that 


697 met 
the west and there was no exporting. | lir Gordon opened up the 
export business in the eattle trade. I made the first shipment : 
of horses. ‘the proposition was made to me by Sir Willian Van = | 
Horne, now chairman of the a. P -R., that £ should open up the ex- ; 
par t trade in horses which I did. ; ee 3 

The agfeement was that I was to ship and the ‘iy, | 
was to supply me with cars and free transportation with my men. Ge 
The horses were to be sold in Belgium, Holland and England in ‘ 
order to test the market and on my return I was” to show to the Oe 
C P. R, exactly how the transaction. turned out. 





Ifthe horses did not make over and above a certain 


amount the C.P.R. was to receive nothing. If they _— over ok 


Hate st 


above that I was’to pay the C.P.R. for their: transporation, 
It was practica lly an idea tm try and open a market for Western, a 


horses. I could not say aiything about the export cattle trade. 4 


ab ~* 


-Bronchos were not required in England and are note... 
We only made one shipment. The railway was at a loss and so. 
was «I. 





Chairman. : 4 


Q You have no reason to bel ieve that rebates have been given eo 
in recents years ? 


aves 
a 


A I think I would be after them. Ido not think me 
iar. Lins can tell you anything in regard to beef that I . 


ae eS: 
i ba aie Fe , we 
Si alent bel ae Bae eke tS 


eat ire wore: in the country . 


ivi oWe ought over 2000 head of cattle. Next. x ear Ty went 
+he ga art i of re a and tried to oe this 
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In two cases we would have bought more but they were 
sold to Gordon & Ironside. The reason ee to me was simply 
that they were working with George Lane's supply wagon. 
Q There may be a dozen cowboys and only one wagon ? 
A They told me if they sold cattle to us they 
could not work with Georse'Tane's wazon, otherwise Gordon & 
Tronside's waor. . They said they would like to but could nob. 
There were only two wasons. If they were not with Lane's they 
would have to work with Moscow's, because they could not 
afford te round up themselves. 
I said that there was only one way to get over 
‘this thing, and tht is to put yourselves on tle same footing 
and buy one or two outfits or ranches so as to put up a wagon 
on tho round up. 
Williamson thought well -of it and we went out with 
instructions to buy, but the terms never cam to anything and 
othing was concluded in the buying of the ranches. I consider 
tho rancher in that country is practically more or less handi- - 
capped in that wey. 
0 In those days the round-up wes a bigver job than it 
is now ? | | 
| A I don't know.% 
Q Thoro are fower people interested ? 
A I don't know ; they are dropping out by deprees. I am 
speaking of seven or eight years ago. Since then I have 
bought no beef cattle. 2 ane more sto ckers then y firm or 
individual in the country. That is my business, 
Chairman : 
Q Is tore anything las at would bear on this onguiny ? 
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Me. Mageprt : 
Q What effect has that? 


Ah ze naturally has the effect tat any business without keen 
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A Regarding the price of jest: I think the citizens of re 
Wimipeg certainly pay too much for their beef, the same with 
firewood and other things. I think the public abattoir idea is. 
a good one and also the union stock yards. However, I do not 
think we can speak of anything as being cheap at the present 
rate of thing in this country such as rent, wa BES, etc. oe 


Mr. Haggart : 


-Q Do you inow of any combination, any agreenent or any under : 


A taro 


stand ing between eny of these big cattle dealers to keep up 
prices or to prevent competition or to keep down prices to 


the producer ? 


A Not with any certainty. I wuld say that if I were a’ 


commission mm I would be glad to lave a wan like this gen- 
tlemn, lir. Brauer, from New York coms here, ;tis a good 
thing for the country where 75 per cent of what is sold goes m4 
to one firm. If I were in the comission business I contain 
would encourage « @ newcomer, because how is a commission men 
to do business if ono firm buys almost eyerything. I woudd 
ae the advent of Nr Brauer. 

Q Without ae Brauor are we assume that there is no coll ; 
petition . | . 7 Tc 
A In the one Line lescitealy none as far as I know. 





competi tion is sluggish naturally one firm has an advantage | ve 
ae it would not have 3 that ‘is the finenc ial effect. 
) In thé hands o ; ; selfish ae} it + would ie down ‘the pr otteet 
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ee " the ae Cox is keen 9 


A Ido not see how it could be keen in the export line. I 
net know how they can explain it. 





en ee a. 


Chairman: 





that any mm in the province of Menitoba who has any evidence : 1 
that he considers should be presented at this enquiry it will a 

be accepted in the form of a statutory declaration ani can he ae 
sent to us through the mails within the next fortnight. 








I HEREBY CRRIIFY that the foregoing evidence is a 
“true and correct transcription of the shorthand notes of the 
evidence taken In the Matter of the Meat Trade Comusission | 
at the sittings of the Coumissioners in the City of Wimipeg , , 
| City of epen and ee, Towns in the Province of Vanito- 
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